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Agnipath, The Remake

Yes, the 4-year service for jawans was problematic given social realities. But what
about modernisation?

TOI Editorials

In effectively creating a pathway for permanent enrolment of all Agniveers - subject to willingness and
selection criteria - GOI has walked back a measure it introduced. Agnipath was launched four years ago,
aimed at cutting manpower flab, and freeing up finances for capital expenditure and modernisation. After
the implementation of One-Rank-One-Pension scheme from 2014-15, military salaries and pensions
ballooned, accounting for more than half the annual defence budget. This was clearly unsustainable. For
comparison, China had slashed PLA’s size from 2.3mn to 2mn. Again, Beijing’s aim was to have a nimbler,
tech-savvy, and more integrated force.

Hence, GOI's attempt to undertake a similar revamp was welcome. However, the Agnipath idea had to
navigate Indian realities. First, for many young Indians coming from states such as UP, Uttarakhand,
Himachal, Punjab - note, these states will go to polls over the coming year - a permanent army job is both
a family tradition, and an opportunity for social mobility. Thus, the only way the first iteration of Agnipath
could have worked is if 75% of Agniveers, who were to be demobilised after four years, got good civilian
jobs, ideally fitting their profile. Such jobs, however, have failed to materialise.

Second, there were also concerns within the military that demobilisation of a bulk of Agniveers after just
four years was disruptive, since it took longer to fully train soldiers for modern warfare. Plus, cohesion was
flagged as an issue, with Agniveers serving alongside permanent recruits, in the same units and performing
the same tasks, but with huge disparity in benefits for the two categories. Third, there were concerns that
demobilised and trained Agniveers would be susceptible to being roped in by anti-social groups, or even
mercenaries.

Against this backdrop, GOI's decision to now offer two additional years of service for 75% of Agniveers,
followed by potential permanent recruitment thereafter, addresses many of these concerns. However, the
fundamental issue - ballooning salary and pension bills - will remain untackled. Clearly, going back to
status quo ante, or something close to it, for all time will handicap an army that faces hostile challenges on
two borders. Should annual intake be reduced, if not at one go, then over, say, five years? It's a thought. Of
course, were there enough civilian jobs that paid reasonable salaries to semi-skilled young people, the
problem would disappear. But that’s India’s biggest challenge, with no solution in sight.
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fAs-cd Iora A Rufcerenet arét &1 aQlt Tewil H g & deehred d1G ¢FT o AN HfTIT W T orel
AR A g $1, {5 o dier for@r arl gera & o) e gger 8ft 3l U gexeg H wher AT fh
3R 3P gref gRY @ 3 AT At WEhfa 3arde| a8 T § 0F diet Y 9eTEageT e & faT
Heell # al-fAgrs SEAd TRY, S SHhed & 91 =761 &l AR dfaur ATt & ha areifas
AICEFY & b US sold [AGHd & d&d STgT Usguld &l dlehcal =TT AT, Gg1 i &l el Fellet
3R E-fders sgAd @ Isgufad & dier @1 Aokl T AFF o & M| gerg IRomAT W ITISCAS
ST dF & g Toh ST e, SoRISel H AAolarhl 3N HAGINS g & HROT §| T o Siare feam, geor
3ARERT ATl 3ARST FET ol Tseufa i gdenaes AFaat 3R crg 7 deY amedhr & 3 3qe
JHTAT el of @, oifched 319 &Y of Al FHAATAT P Tohdl 3R o & 3% Adgd TATATT 3oeh Ield
3MCRIT T JUE AN | AR FolieA HIE Tgafd & der HT g o 76T B Fehl, oAfchet drel
1 gfshar & quT-eldl W HheT SR & Hehdl §1 FT o 3R A I 37 gHAT fhar ar 3Thr g
arét f&ems g dhell § 3R da FAgriaAeT o gFea grm|
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@1y wiewst 9 g gafdar

T & HeeHl
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ay 2027-28 T HGIT Folc UL gld H did Aglad T 7 A THT a1
gl §91C &l oY IFR-AFATER GRAL AR 3T 97, TR 9T
3R forare wfaffeat & @y ==t o g% g7 a1 § a1 g1 arelr g
T H 30 Tl Foic ¥ 3FAIG Tg & HIHT AN Ths TH ©1
Fad safaT 78 § 6 SR gfosfa @ Rfeew @8 @& a
el diéwifort et (Thdians) & e deewrfos Eiera ors
FT (TACIEIST) BTl I AWRT & § dfedh sATAT o fF fag &7+
feTem AARACT & FraEr $RT T S §T FET & b TER fach
fader &t fehrz Jae 1 ”Iamt & 399d g 3R 38 d deR

T FRIam3t & s

NN IGR o THRIcHS FTAThaT &F &1 I9TR &) 3FHIE § T 1 BLadl & 9 gl alor $ard dolc
H IREYTIAT & glel aTel TolcIdTol 9X Y oJaedl H T fohar STuem| agi TRT s &
A & @ 8, O 3R 318 GURT &1 3rEegehdr W SR AT S @T 8§l 5 S o ol e
goic @ 3FAE For & &1 Uod dede HEg e HegaR (HIS0) @ 3ed ARRE J Th
Hgeaqol HarersT 7 Hisier gAlfaat & e 9 & e AA-HATAET & awe Aisg smaeashansi
3R AR HI @i har| 3o HeveeT S GiREgAr a¥ 2026 H Aloer T gATaEr H
el 3o7 Alfdal @ i R fed W@ Sl A 6RT o 1991 & fhar a1 39 @75 ol
TXIATCAS R Sl oAl 3 € iy & Sl 3mst 81 A0 & S Afdera gera o, fawy
@ &2 i 3w gefer 3R e WEfdat w AT I @ R e fF Sd 4 53 g,
g IRAT @ AR fhT S A9y g1 3ard Sfaeds I 3 W fAeiRar gee, e fafasior
I Aol Ao AR AT i gfdeaeiicashdr Jee & a&dl S T A gl ael & foaw sfifderd
gfeanoT 9 v fAY & faaR &3 ghem|

AT 3T & & Tl INET o FITAT JATAT oF AR TATHA STIEAT H ATYSh Jeolld T 3FHIG
SIS g1 S8 T TUHT ATET AT @ 3 TARR AT, U AT & HRIHIA aTel AGTIRT
FT TcIaT I, A TR TR @ 3w O TR & R et vd wer F whied
A 3T AT dF] FeT afAd g1 o #3 avt @ FE doic Fad ToNg AFET d&
AT €T T 8, fcsh sud @R S ay e Afdal Hr sovar o geqd # Sl W@ g1 ailer
FT Ig el Toh AT T THAT TATeded JSAT T JoTAT & el AT ST TohdT, HTATH TATHTASR
GURT 1 &R & 3T dear TR AT T TN [dprd Tt FATAST T AT HA & fow
Y Aot & gaTed 3R, Farye 3 GTATeTd &THdT 39y =T gl
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HETHAT T Folc Teh UTHT Wil IR Y Fobhel g, [a@@ 749 @faurs e sf@f@wsd & dgd
geliecyr @t 18 i e TURY Al & JIT ST Feh| TsAT & 58 &1 & v IR fhar
Tl ¢ o6 3 gl T el @l AR Tollel R e, STelTqid, AT Qa3 iR ararara
TS S ATHGT W AT ol & folv #2rerd a0| 3o it W fihelgrer 31fRepier Ted EHRT &l
IGRECER

AT STGEAT W 3T gl Teh W7 Ageaqul Acal off § o W H doie 7 W &1 Tarehdiy
fPufd A #ogd # & fAv earer <ar @il I8 gur wiey afews & &7 & faar s @nfge)
SHH AT IFcal H N faed o dr v RUIE @ @Aar 3ns B

RAE & 7@ 2011 & 2023 & g WAe-Ae7d 3 ared ot & v Auia aee @fafes 4.2
STeR T 3Usilen) & MUR 9T Ie 3@T ¥ o1 ol arel HRAAT T 3aIEr &1 3oy 57.7 Hrady
 gehy 16.1 BrEer 7§ 77| favd d B RO & o 3w Hiehsr o fear @ g, o Harfas
=Y 3 F 9RT & Fafs e (P 3m7 arer 3ot & fav @uiRa gfafee 3 stk & 3usier
& YR 9T AT I13) 27.1 BT T g 2.6H1EeT T§ 5|

HIN AR # TN & 3Meheled & AT JrAfAE 317ehsr a5 & ST oM S Fel G HA TR A9t A
fREaeRY geHh 16.1 BrEST @ S Al SATAT 1 ARG N fAed-AvT 37 arel g A & & TR
I A9 & T gfafest 4.2 8TeR & 3T T AleTeh €1 39 YA g1 TR & TR & 309 50
fiRTae & FROT 3R AR & IFFAAAT & TR W 3T THG Fl ol hs Fdldl 3810 ST B &1
I 7 IS 58 Fel F Toh IR AT 968 AE gl AMBT| Ig T8 39 FNofell Al A & Toah
g 80 S A 3TUH olleil T HFT WieHleol U FAT ST TET &

2011 # o1 {32 S & AR HRA # TR HT TR 57.7 BrEEr AT, T S H HFT Tleleol 3TcIsY
A HT IS Troiell =161 A| HIfds FAGEARY & HedaAoR AT 2020 H HFA WieHleol Arsfell Y& I
Wé%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ}ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgcmmgmmﬁwéammm
T STt @ 12 A Y A & T 38k g A AifAd X forar T Sefeh 39 96T a&
IS HT TART TATCT & YA AT| §Hh dTe STAadl 2024 § FS TCAg Tgel @Yo HY 75 7 g
FIeATesl AISfeAT 379Tel Iig aut deh STRT galt| 50 TE HRd AT Fol IS F 57 FASG F 3R
R o Jod Wiehleo [Ae= o Safeh e & TR &1 &7 #AgoT 16 Ha<y g

g TEHR & U, A% TS Aol HT T oy 3fAF §) @y afwsy o1 A g8 Ao 2
G A3 TIY A A §, S WHR & Fel dli¥eh oqF A TR BAST § 8 S1er g1 Wiy Fiswsy
N RE HATCT g1 T ST Tehcll| Akt Il FUFd Wiehleet AISTAT HT T8 shael IRl deh AR
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X T ST A 3§ W gl aTr @ H FIHT HAY oS ST Joha! g1 0 FEY oY eH &1 Tl
fadier g Fifh SHQ TATEG ST AT ATl Sl 3T U3 Fohll &

58 ®ER 7 PSS G SABE (FNIME) & TIRY FT = are gidar defeed W HAde
f3E3e YT (TASIBR) S1aRT o] #leh ATFARAMN GeIT HRISTRAT & EaTd Hhl WHAT Fel HT AIEH
m%,m%%wsﬁmwmmgmﬁ% Qe Arater 8 ey e, forerant
AT Fhad INT iR TWaHE A9 A A TWHER F 39 T Taes 3R 37 Bfoea cewe
& FEIATT § 30 e B fFaet & 07 RS & dvad@s S5 G &1 50 @iw dea &
3T FI o 7 37 Frady & 31f8e fr fRae S| 50 a1 cgaeyr F 93 49 W 3T & IR-
Y &3 R TSI Gl A A T W Ak WS §, 56T IALH H HAd FE 37w §1 FHA TR
& 39 FleHsr & el A FH = 7 Y #Acg Aol 1

3rdlE & foh gEaTiad AR Sarell & dle o] # fear Seam 3R of# RS & 3aeh fshr ar
SIS aTell ATSTelT I ST I@T S| AT &7 delseR Tohdmer dr A T TATde el & diG
SHRT ST TGTehY 31Teeh fohdTell &l SHH AR foham SiTwen| are] fad ay i ugell oA # @ey
mmm*wwmwmﬁawwmwmmmmﬁmgﬁ,
Safeh qU a¥ & foIv 18HIEEr T gef&r i HeTATe ST a1dm 7|

FSiT T HIACT & FAR-TGT P @A §T TSR F AT § I3 T IR o9 A AT, A1k 59
a¥ 3R 2027-28 % R T & 3T Hel H Folc § IS @A gl H TUfd A Fo Wed A
o |

Live
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=g glarad @
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a¥ 2026 & fqarg & gg o TR @ il FATAT Haeh
Al @ g WHER A GAGaR & Hhd fqu € o ameed
el | PR ST T A Sietonfd & ol & fod & 3
fage faeafaearoe ot & = gaRed #e & faw 13
Sl @l AR v 7T &, Afehed 57 W Rt $H
iR & 715 O 37 Riear & AcgedoR g dafed #a ey
o 29 Sl @ S ATAT A AW F W Ak o@w & Al
38% §1G F TAR T SIGIH &1 §01 g37 & 3R a8 3ifaoia
# R W ¢ el afoa-3nfari 9o 38 @] W= & T gorg sera ) &, @ @A & SR
et F g7 fATAT A AR WA IR AN T g5 ¥l 37 AIHA F YAD Sore-STTE e o
U &1 W WHR & IR F Haled ~Aed F §a1 A1 & o 95 faeafaeares sieqer ama
(M) & 2026 F FATIAT et Tzt X goafdar & fow o afafa afsa s = e & @
gl afad et & o fady glaer s a1d g, Aftet IR-dfad ol & @y 3= gl JeER
el &

€A @, AT 9T & BEl &l 7O & & [T S SFaeAT A0 JdT HAWAT HIAT & dgd @
IS, 38 IR-AfIT gt T qU Gorars gl W o T &1 afad aof & o B Rergd IR-afad g9
& B & HRW AR g W §gd A 95 Fhehl ¢1 T Reyd 7 off & a0 @At & Tgd
FeAdrs Y arel T # IR-afad quif & fav 15 Se1E ¢ &1 Farared # ot @ i Sdre g
¢ Th AU AT & 3T TratTsr ST gRAder e 3R FAN W TeReTh 3 US| AT AR
& T ST AT I AR At StEHAeT aereh @ egetdr arel Wi ganrT sy
WHR @ fAgdmt H FgieT w B FAE A F g AR H ST THA S g1 od o, g
THR & [T T8 AU & o a8 Geiaar Y 3R &l denere off e, oife A0 et s =arirer
& o gl 3t A vl g WeR o Gl 6 Ll & av e wA A Sgea 7 Serd|
Fauit a7 oS A AR A & I Aokiids TR &1 qall 3R, A0 @At & 3R qd e &
3T Sl ol 388 o cHaEAT 1 QT Holel 9978 S1Cam| IRAerd %,U‘Hﬂ—@‘&ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁaﬁagﬁ
R @ 81 Hafed Fararerd & g1 RISl S g Fel S HAT 1 M, W TER T Flefed H
& dgard HY AUl 3rer Y Tl U o TR 3R O o, @Y Fefsl AT THAIH TeHaAIhT SeTT
ST Tohd €, offehel gEaRumAT & 8 3MTeheleT F o=l =BT

g AT 8 = Terg &I &1 1A ¢ b el et a1 fAge o qeualer o g o vadl-uady U
# 381 RIrIal & [WoTh SRars T FURT Faes g2 1 Joie! AW Ja 70 f@aat 7 s
1 Feell RISl & a%ey HI$ TEd Taulel §? hdl Hieled &1 Toh IR SAGT T gl Ao
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$r g 7 e AT, oifthel 38 Ugel 37 NI @l TG I@AT 89T, S 30 g & Thdlwl
FleeT A1 fATA o &1 gfdl-afadt & «ar9 e arel el Sgd $3 &, Afthed AT TGN
s gRARET g =nfev|




