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Stop the Price Scam In Our Hospitals

ET Editorials

Most patients in India have virtually no say in their medical
treatments. Yet, they shoulder the entire financial burden,
frequently paying prices vastly disconnected from actual
wholesale costs. A recent Maharashtra FDA survey across the
Mumbai  Metropolitan Region, Pune and Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar revealed staggering price inflation. An IV infusion
set bought for 11.05 was billed at an MRP of 325; a 6.75 syringe
was listed at 57.20; and a 29.41 catheter cost 310. Uncovering
markups as high as 2,841%, the regulator requested guidelines
from National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) on acceptable price gaps.

In 2018, an NPPA review of hospital bills found that consumables made up nearly 1/10th of total patient
costs, more than double the expenditure on scheduled essential drugs. NPPA flagged profit margins on non-
scheduled items like cannulae and catheters as exorbitant, noting that in-house hospital pharmacies
trapped patients without alternatives. Crucially, it acknowledged that such medical disposables fell outside
its price-control mandate. After the FDA report, Association of Indian Medical Device Industry (AiMeD)
said the findings highlighted the need for a separate pricing policy for medical devices.

The core issue isn’t producing another report confirming that medical supplies are overpriced. It is
actionable intervention. Instead of relying on sporadic media exposés, or isolated state- level surveys, the
government should establish an independent regulator to systematically sample hospital bills across regi-
ons and procedures. This body would compare procurement costs against billed MRPs, highlight egregious
outliers, publish anonymised data, and separate legitimate operational overheads from predatory
markups.
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faeg s r e raél Us giFadT s RUIE & 9Ra & oot @ 06l &\ glar Gl &1 a1 g
fhet RUIE o1 Teh 3721 RidToiereh o &1 g0 IHTER JUI-SMel Ieél (FARGUS 3R fagR TAd) &
aer 1 eTEr A REAT ar 35% &, dfshet 57% e o 561 IR T H §1 $Hb Il IR AR GHE
e fAeh AT ToRTd, HERTSE ATAAATS 3R Sefleeh @l of Al A M7 R TATHN & 3TsIerdr
@éésaﬂwwmaeraﬁrmmwzmﬁammml%%lWa;ma?mm
3TAFAT T T gl ATAT ST bl 1967 doh AR H 3ellol Tad 87 oied o, eiferet 311e7 =afea
H TR ATT UT HGAT 187 g1 37 d<di & AT dgax e 1 off R §, S 39 3cuees sl
feerm @ 38 Tl TareT Qo AT T B, S A ST § a9 Feh| G fehell HEA 37T @
A A o S TRl &, W AHIRRE Re FARTT g7 X ThcT| I T Thel-Flelsl SIS Il
3 A 9T ad aefel AT AT §T| WHD-Sell ool GRAR HT 9 AT FAfhT g, W e
6T 3R IR TAELT U ST A & AT TN T Afhe oRNAR Jgel gl 3o Janit &
3SR & §lg q TIHRT A 1Y Widel Y& R | Adsider Ram 3R Ty 7 gia g v
g T fashrg & fov RIT Faeey & fav 3T J[uradr drell dav S\l &
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IR gl A ot HIAT WIS o9 A gAR I HAST FT FAT
glem?

AGAT 9, (WEFd AfGH, T=FR AR aeFar )

$o NN W g1 8, eg T & a1 AT T & foh F0 3¢ @ g A glan| v e &
398 AT 7 gia £, 9fcw safor 5 3 e Rafoa @ oo g=us # 39PR a<a &1 I8 &
gH fohd 8 deh ST &l AT Alelel ofdl g

Teh IS, ANGH, B Aol I Tedl- S TURAC-Udos 1 M- W HgST S AT & olSeh HT gHel T
gl ¥ATTE TS Bl S8 U S H HhHAN AT 36 &S Fale 38 §1 Gughell & 38 Thol A
IR T caarar FIT off, F8T st W 3aa d@Ih gl g AT fhar aram e Far A2 STdr
mwmﬁmwmmmmﬁmam,mawma:
SfaeT & HAgcd & TR H FI1 @Er ® &7

2



www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (04-Nov-26)

g U 3EST Tl YO & g, W SHTAIT oh HORTY &l areln 8 313 @e ven aeam & B
AT 380 T2 o 39a BN H AT ST 82 Tho! H FAT GW@T &2 GATST H FA7 g g2 Afsar 3k
arerer HfSaT W FA1 ¢WT 82 a8 hT RE & SYGERT & AU H T@T &2 T, eAfd, :eom 3R 379
el & ARUTAT H oh 38hHT THS 8 g 16T ST WY &2 aed fohell o=F & &3 ¢ g1 Sd|
3eTeh AR WX 3eTeh YRAL, 3egeral 3R 3eTeht qRaRer &1 yema sl g

g G [hIR-7arT 1 3T 8 ST FaTel WHA [T | Flofel AlAT & foh doa qAEH § 37eM
BId 8 3R TheiR--arg & 3ofeh YoTd1H &l ol Hged Aol UIfRV| olfehel YeAaTd T Hclold SeTTec
STET 8T GohdT| STPT Addd Ig o AT & Tohar & NfZT & wser 1 aitor &= o=r Fv)

3R FIS TS ATl T 37 H ST TG IR F Fhdl g, dl gITH gl FIAT FIM? HARIE
YgT aTeil & Hcdl Sl hdel SHTAT FGIRA g1 [haT ST Hebell foh AN AT-SFGTEAT Jog AT
FHASCA &1 36 A H Fefel 3R Afdehal & SR H Faeces! ad glell UMRT, HAldAATeieh Tehelel
foham ST =mfgw 3R 3oRTer hr aMsfRT & 31T Toll Al MgV | TTEUT Sl HT HL &A1 §HaM
foh 3R 3TORTEr hAS, A 3EHT Folr Y SpITel gEN- dlieh IS e SIaRT fohell q@r e & A1y
VAT o & BFAT o |

G $H TTAT &1 HIH ARSI Uge] 98 &, ot Arerel Af3ar wX eeaforat & g w1 &1 aer sad
Tl adlle ¢ &1 & oer Uiffieh dehdl & SIRT Ig Sl T HIfIer w3 @ & & Bar &1 deer
ST Sl 1 ATACTAS-Ugdle @ §| Ueh ©F el T Fedl & Sl STd-ofid a9 § 3R gART gl
fafshar 3gehr @sT &1 379el Tslelifcrr qaarel & v gRITR ey T giar &2 T

Ig fonell giaurseiss @oeae a1 NfST & Tisll &1 HAHT 7T &1 TE Toh el J91 fathorar ar
THAT T T AT o- GdcaMadr RBE & [Qtdar, sTar ff IR = J [Awadr, HHEER)
&I & A H aFaar 3R 38 919 HT Iga6Te # Ahaar & FdT H FI AT &7 qefet ol
AIRT| §H TR-IX &Fgd g o dod AAST g1 W g7 Har Afdsy a1 | 8, 39R §H dddAT H &
JeTeh! GRaT GiARTT 7t FT Ahel?

Tsh ©F HIel 1 e AT [Wellall, Tpel, STeAfeal HT aricdr & =ar gl @rigul 5@ a1 $r 787 &
S QAU TodT IHEHT STl el I HITALA FHM AT !
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TR & e d @ o Bl ww

&TAT AT, (TS TFFR )

TRl & Teh Thel H ol Alel & Teh Sd o T Alel HT qeh
A T RE 3¢ F IR-GR AR, 9§ X3t gl g=dr ‘Shail’ &
gedl g1 IR greld H 38 JEqdTel H SIidel FHIAAT IAT| Skt
% IHTER, SHH gloid H F FUR g3 § iR 95 39 TR @
STeT 3T bl &1 gl ST T@T § o< o g I qNTe g fear
o7, gETAT 9§ IEET 8 T

U Al e & TTd H AT S IEAT S, FA? 9gd F el
Fg B & T I FT AAGS SolTel AT A0 T 919 g, Th
ot |l & T AT SAAT HIY I 6 q§ qEX A AT ofed W & JoI ST, Al Ig dhls HURYT STl
TEr &1 319 3T r3ateler Y gl 3T 37amar, §=3 & X & gRAY &1 o Y F&Y &1 3T
g o UFT FEl I dEN FT X H 57 dd & A ATG-Uar a1 9RaR & 379 968dl & dig
AT TSS-31918T 3R ARG giar A FI1 I8 dwar e HIf3ar ) a9 @ R Fea 3%« ¢@dar
AT? TR ST ET & & a=ar ASd Bl & STAATT F 3T &1 3PR 0ET &, dF 8T arell o 37 3%
AT AT AET AT AT ugel ¢t 39 g F Tl H 3 g 1 fHw ¥agr A an af g, ar
AT Teho! & RAGTHT & 37 W &A1 AN @R arell & sqhI Risbrad

S st W IR 5= gH fhar, 98 ARE Slec 81 @ ST, W 316 Ye §HAR de &
A HS HReol A 3T Fehcll &1 helglel 37 STl FUR 6 A faAr ar2m g, Sigh faAw= 3R arer
AAAATfAh IHRT ATATAS A F ITeheled FX ¢ 81 AT FIfell FeA IHRT 3T ST-IsdTel T
feR | Roorgrel @8 frdl AT Tho A FET Ue @, dfow R = @15 & Rdaear
AT CTXW A @M a7 g, W #fasg & 3Hehr @anfoies Flirdar genfad gl Tehd g, Fifh 38
IR F FTAHIT N A IAT Tl IAT M| VH H, IGRT T FAT G, Ig Uh 31 FATe g

49,38 el ¥ 53 $0 37 Fard i g, e Stae R-4R, aeba & ary fAcEr| gRamon & R
faameT & gy 3R & rearfewRt F Adfad & AT §, dfera a8 gear dgg suaer &1 #Aar-far
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qers-folErs & T Tholl & 310a e @l Aold § 3N TEl IR 3oTeht GI&T 1 HIg IREY =18,
I gl SITee, FY g

Teh g@e d2¥ Ig W & 6 g7 feAl aeal T c¥agR 95 IHEHR F R @ &1 3o T TAER
Y GW TR Tl FAT 3eTehl TRl 8T e, Sioh $H 3T Sed &l i ideh 0T HASA & | FEhT
Teh do1g ST 8T &1 SHeT 3{ela1-37eleT 3cUTal &l 996l & [T g S dAehNIcHe Hed &l [aATdr
garr g1 Ife 3 o P @ S & BT &, 9 § R §, gars I & v vee 3k Neew
FATH &I Eehe &, ENR, S0, ToU, g, hUs, ST, AST AMME &, A 319 g@Rl & 3ol g, f[&aev g,
TEEYS adt §1 FE gl foas 9 A wAe AL 398 AR g1 B §1 arre Aifdar ik
dHTH faeTas 56 e T H1aaT A Vol deld ol Ted i S8 o gHTiad 8l | 0= |t
& O Thol H U THE & FU-ig c¥aeR A ¢l &1 o fdar & #@mer & g1 Ife e &t
AR fegrar Sire, & forasd i fEar g%, 36 9id gARr ddearefeldr e & Sl @1 fear o
gH USTHRT &I a1 o9Te] 9T ¢

$O il Ygel ARG & HABIAT T H 9T AT & Teh Ted o AU fsal HIS H U AR
fear 1| 98T Thoil F Teul GaRT ANAGRT I T A g1 3T 9T 8T 3 & Tepell 7 o 0l &
gCATY il o, o Shdel ATAT-TdT, 319, Fhel 36 aR H 7Rar @ A, dfesw Afa-foetan,
TSTeldT, dHT TSifaar 8 88 3R Sleql €1 | 3HYUel d<dl I 30 g O 3RT&AT df gl g oiar
ST HehdT|
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