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Economy, Not Ideology

When populists and autocrats lose, is the vote on political theory or economic reality?
TOI Editorials

There’s a view, supported by research, that democracy is in danger. Per Sweden’s V-Dem Institute, the
average person has about the same democratic freedoms now as in 1978. So, it's tempting to read
election results from Brazil and Serbia as an endorsement of democracy. In Brazil, voters narrowly
denied Flavio Bolsonaro, a candidate with undisguised authoritarian tendencies, and gave Lula another
term. In Serbia, they roundly defeated strongman Aleksandar Vucic. The Serbian result has got outsized
attention - it’s a country of just 65L people and $112bn GDP - because the winning side is a student
protest movement, fronted by academics, doctors, etc. Yet, this may not be the democratic revival many
are hoping for.

Rather, as Harvard Prof Steven Levitsky pointed out in 2024, such results could chiefly be anti-
incumbency. Even Lula in Brazil lost the first round to Bolsonaro, before staging a spirited fightback. The
trend has been clear since 2020, when Covid, and economic disruption, led govts to adopt easy-money
policies. The resultant inflation worked for billionaires, but left the middle class, and everyone below,
worse off. Levitsky noted that citizen distrust and discontent were running high, and in 41 of 55 polls
between 2020 and 2024, the incumbent lost: “almost certainly a product of and part of Covid inflation”.

Were young Serbians, who campaigned against Vucic for two years, fighting for an ideology or their
economic future? We've seen how Labour won a landslide in UK, only to become unpopular within
months. In Germany, Social Democrats aren’t in a happy place either. Or look at US, which ousted Trump,
a populist, for Biden, only to vote him back four years later. And now, with US midterms scheduled for
Nov 3, it looks like Americans will pounce on the chance to clip Trump’s wings in Congress. Why?
Because, far from addressing their cost-of-living crisis, as he promised, he’s worsened their economic
pain with the war on Iran.

Israel, another test case for democracy, votes today. And while polls don’t show Netanyahu winning
outright, whoever wins is unlikely to go soft on Palestinians. In fact, young Israelis, first-time voters, don’t
appear to have much sympathy for Gazans either. What they are weary of is endless war and
psychological hardship. And corruption. People everywhere are asking elected leaders, “What have you
done for us, for our future?” And incumbents are losing because they usually don’t have a convincing
answer.
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Dubious retreat

The National Medical Commission must not be seen as lax on regulation

Editorials

The National Medical Commission (NMC) has denotified and
withdrawn its 2023 Maintenance of Standards of Medical Education
Regulations (MSMER), diminishing the framework of penalties vis-
a-vis educational stan dards and infrastructure at medical colleges.
The move is noteworthy as the MSMER provided for fines of up to
25 lakh on faculty members and ad- ministrators for submitting false
information.

Fortunately, the Medical Assessment and Rating Board (MARB)
retains the power to fine errant in- stitutions up to *1 crore under the
2023 Establish- ment of Medical Institutions, Assessment and Rating
Regulations. MSMER was lauded for its in- tention to crack down on
the deep-seated cor ruption and malpractice in medical colleges, par-
ticularly over 'ghost faculty' and 'ghost patients". The NMC's
justification is that MSMER also intro- duced a parallel mechanism
allowing undergrad- uate and postgraduate boards to evaluate institu- tions, stepping on the MARB's toes.
However, why the NMC scrapped MSMER wholesale is un- clear. The 2023 Postgraduate Medical Education
Regulations remain in force and include a provi- sion to fine individual faculty members at post- graduate
medical colleges. Nor compliance among medical colleges is not uncommon and seldom nipped in the bud,
even as the number of medical seats swells while the transparency of the medical education system has not
improved.

Notwithstanding the provision to fine indivi- duals at postgraduate centres, the MARB and the NMC can only
penalise institutions, which is har- der and risks creating a perverse incentive to ac- commodate rather than
punish, and could miti gate the fear that keeps administrators honest. MSMER also specified timelines to appeal
penal ties. Although the MARB regulations retain the appeal processes, their 15-day deadline could conflict
with the 60-day period under the NMC Act, potentially creating legal disputes that delay penal action. There is
also a telling incident. As part of a proceeding under the RTI Act, the Cen tral Information Commission
revealed last year that the NMC had stated in 2024 that MARB had neither formally assessed nor rated medical
col leges and that its standard forms need not be made public. In a revised reply in October 2025, it said the
responding NMC officer's records did not include any of the corresponding reports. However, the 2023 MARB
regulations require the Board to publish its latest annual assessment re sults. If the NMC withdrew MSMER
because the powers thereunder also exist elsewhere, the pu blic deserves to know whether the powers are al- so
being exercised and whether the outcomes are as publicly accessible as intended. Unless the NMC has
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satisfactory answers for all these lacu- nae, the withdrawal will appear less like simplifi- cation and more like
regulatory relaxation.

aﬁ m Date: 27-10-26
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$Igs 33T IAT AT
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TolleoT glT Iar &7 AW g1 TR &l IMF TR T SAETwhdT ATHATA Tt ToiiehoT ST
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FATST AT JUNT HG S giReslr St & gansit & Heg-FuRor & Farer Ao AR afasranst
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e 1

HRA A Be] Gdce #T fAEdR 8 &9 &l 3NTAeh HHGABNT ! TS FIAT g1 Hiehsl & Helrfaen,
ay 2025 #H e[ YIeh I hT TEAT 428.55 S Gof T IS, Sidich fageh gdew I=C 2.53
5 @I 3@ 3af A e @ el Har 3 2,76,831 035 ¥UC W a¥ 2023-24 H g
I Hehel BRel 3cU1G H ARG 5.22 HrEe A7 3R 50 &9 o oEser 8.46 &S USHIRT &l HERT
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WWWWHW$HﬁﬁWWWﬁWHﬁ@W§I e d USIR
& 39T FHad 92 gical 3R IRagT Fulaar de AT 87

TUHAIT ol §EARIeT, BIC 3Ma¥, AEpidd R AR Ao 3eaa o 388 o3 dohd &
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SHTIT YA I Hedlehel shdel GACH $HI HE&AT ¥ FEl, diesh 3HA UaT gl dlel TUENT USN
IR 3 & IR W g WUl e & e A Fe@ a9 st A @ v gAad
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3o UfdeTae AR yrpfas Twer W €, Sfgl 9gUA & U wicd aRded glaurd wE &1 e
TaTo ATerdl &1 377d 8, o el IISTel, Heohdeh, Rfhcam Fgraar AR agtel S agRId cgaear
I &1 AT & NI IRGEd, A, WU, FIET 3N WAENT @6l #r cgagR o 3 &
Ageaqol g &

SATIT AV Gdead TUell & [dh & Ay ugd @ Alolg Tl dI At 3R veud # gur
T 8 SR g1 e & fAEarR 7 v 3R R gEear s siis iR afaafa Aeter
g1 UgTeY & F Fodl SHRA, ddIT ol A 3egafeyd sfafafan 3k fae@e Rt & agat
&I 1T o Shdel TAGT SHdel S FHTAT X &, Siesdh G AT AT FUaT & v off @er der
A &l
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forell Turer 1 rpfder 3R AiERias d6el &THAT T ITCEl F GhCH T HEAT TG HT TAH
3dd: JHAETCE 8 Tohel &1 RATCRN &= & srwerel 3N 3rameds 3= drell §T¢ Sl 3M9ed Ig
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e & deod T # STolee doheileh 1 ofAe 8t ¢ W &1 I & Ugel Tdeeh 319 Sl
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JfRIfETT IS, FAST Blcel FATR, TRAGARHAT A TURAT el Ghchl & 3HHd FI dgcaR el
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AR H AT sl ATGATT A9k g, FAIN 3Ahl oflH 331 & v [Qaera & srafAsanit
faaR e gl AT gled, d3h AR Tdesd g el HIR QT ¥l Hgeaqor Tg & o Aieger
graurst &1 wREE Far §, Taer W Rde gaa 93 @ ¢ 3R wdiesd @ g arelr 3 &
fpca fevaT T AT 9% 9ET T &l T P had I AR AR FT AU A F
SO 38 qATEROT HIETOT, WiEhfch AT 3R TUENT IcAlFIRAT & Sisen gl adids
Tdes &TAAT I EHe 3T, S gdeshl & fAU dgaw g iR TR @Het & fav e
Teh-gaY & I deidl|
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