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Drugs and bullets

Punjab is seeing a rise in narcotrafficking and targeted killings
Editorial

A chemist has been charged with killing anti-drug-trafficking activist
Parvinder Singh Jhota after his allegedly illegal drug business came
under threat. Separately, social media influencer Mad Sandhu was
allegedly the victim of a premeditated, transnational syndicate hit that
used inter-State escape routes. Both events in Punjab involved digital
platforms and both events expose a dire gap in public safety. While Mr.
Jhota’s alleged murderer was a local chemist, the macro-level drug trade
in Punjab is intertwined with gangster networks, with the cross-border
drug smuggling known to be a key source of illicit funds. Together with
a string of targeted Kkillings of police personnel and local politicians, the
incidents depict a Punjab caught between local drug trafficking and
citizens resorting to vigilantism and crime syndicates carrying out
assassinations with disquieting ease. Some events have also raised suspicions of cross-border support and
a demand to involve enforcement agencies. The AIIMS Magnitude of Substance Use in India survey
estimated that in 2017-18 — the latest year for which it is available — 1.28% of Punjab’s population aged
10-75 years had an opioid dependence, versus 0.26% nationally. NCRB data also recorded 106 drug
overdose deaths in 2024 versus 89 in 2023, in Punjab, likely an undercount since attribution depends on
medical certification and excludes long-term complications and unhygienic habits associated with drug
use.

Punjab’s geopolitical location renders it an important entry point and market, with the security apparatus
hampered by smugglers using multiple transport modes. The Global Initiative Against Transnational
Organized Crime reported in June that India’s pharmaceutical and chemicals industries also provide bad
actors with ample opportunities to divert controlled substances or precursors for illicit use. The State’s
‘Yugh Nashian Virudh’ campaign of 2025 has also claimed 68,850 arrests of alleged traffickers and the
attachment or confiscation of assets valued 319 crore. However, cases registered differ from convictions
and asset attachment differs from forfeiture. Mr. Jhota’s hostile tactics also enjoyed public support, and
authorities need to examine why the people are overlooking formal reporting channels. Under its narcotics
policy, the State has to reduce the availability of harmful drugs, disrupt wholesale supply chains, identify
corrupt facilitators, and expand access to rehabilitative care. Paralleling investigations into the
coordination of targeted killings, an anti-trafficking strategy must also probe the financing and logistics of
networks, to dismantle institutional collusion, and better protect threatened individuals.
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1966 7 dRaTesT HT SerR- S Eerdl ARTS-T 30 BFeRIT T AR fhelld & @ I- o
el AT : .Teh Jsleilfcleh Tollfd & &9 H R 3MYfAeh gfalar 1 REAr 81 1964 H Ag® 1 g &
FHY STeilfcieh dlehdd @ 17 ATel &1 Tob V| IR Ig AqOT a1, af o Ig A% fe@a &1 S
el 27| UReTs ARle # 3R 3 Fifa & Oear Tselifae oiedd bl 3efle o dehdl ¢
38G qTE 1989 H IMYfieh diehclifaeh [AeHid & HEUTs e o1 o foen 6 6Ra 317e & @A77
I Ueh YW 379dle AT| 3MRAR H, 2001 H TSH YoldIEhi o for@r : IRA & Slehdd & [Qelh FHIGATT
dgq Sarer |

difeheT Jg TTaT HET ®T F AR & ATl cllehcd G & oE] Glal g1 HRA o 3R Aehed & &7 H
3T 3T Yelde gl fhar §1 3gR SiehcT 3R YA Sehdd ar 3eRT-37edT ITURONT g 38R
cllehci™ ol SRR &419eh &, aditch 8t Tt €1 el o Fafl Tgef3il ol U 18T ol ¥ § ¢ T
TIAT HPE dlel FoATd IR T qIEh! A1 dic S HT IRR AT g, o YA dlehcdT Tora
Tl &1 TE Teh IR AT g1 Afhed b A% gaarg =7gh g

3ER AlhcT &I HTUROT H Ig o MfAer & & TN §5 TWHR Tt & T H7 FH FHA ¢ T
3GR Wlhdd §HRAT AT TATAATIT T I T g, WIAR dlelel F 3G 3R T Tllel i
HTSEr Y, o8 3T & gA A fAfde AardT er Siar g1 39 € Agcayol I8 § fF 3eR eherds
ICTHCIH! & HAHRT AT & FAT §| TP Tg ¢ [ Tgaeas o= T&I & MIR | g &
W& X Hehd &, olfched HeTHTTR! & I il TEIT 16T BTl ST IJeTHTIR I FI&T &
foaT SpcT ot SEHETS! HiT AP FT Tl g1 IR Seled I HTSET IR AR & FIAT T
¥ IR-THRT ool Fallel & ITURR HT 8T o &), dl YAl oAlehcld Ueh HOR FATAIG! diehel 81 &l
gehdl B

HRA T YATd eliehcdd dl HIBT AT Tl TgT, olfehel ST Isielicleh cHAEAUT I 3eRl H THYI
& @1y IRrae 38 g, Fifer diela &1 3rarer, Afde arardr 3R sreaaegsat & 3f8aRT ) g
§U%‘I gl 3E ollhdd hHAR g3, 31 ATl ANhcdd I FHAR gl 8 YR g3l SIagIRe &9
¥ THIESHN ARTRAT & dic & & HVHR W YgR & g1 3GH & d1d HH W W@l 8 © T, dIiT &l
$ 9rIaT & fAT gEardell ST gATeT BT ST AT &, IaeeesT fir fHeReRY AR W 3refe,
STafh WRETT §9 & Ig TIHR HI TR & 81
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UF ST P AT AR § A1 R 3T W EH gU El Tone F & o O TeR Iel & e
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AT AT Rl dF & WA o1, AfheT T A i H T Wg-eke B ARH 3987 dgT W £
sﬂ'\ﬁéﬂﬁtaﬁ?ﬂma*dlﬁ?dﬂ@-ddlgHeng%r%a’fa?mmnﬂ%maﬂww
g, Fifch A & ol Jaehl I TEAT A gl BT AH 161 of TG g1 3Heleh Jar IJHAT g1 el o el
H AT I I} £ 1 ARRF-AATGS T & Sl 37AFd & ST I & [ IRAR areir & foIw §isy §o1
ST 3§ &1 U # JA & 08 eI BT FE&AT Fedt &7 S W §| Jah & w61, gataar o 7 i o
T RPN e @ 2

i Ul Teh §HY §Se-I5¢ AR AgaAderer Jarsilt & foIT STl Sirar or, ag7 & J#e gar 31eT a2
T oI HT RISR T 3T Agd AR 3T HiaST dafie A W 81 T HROT Fer 3R 3refdferen
Tl & AR T AR T & F&TH JaT el 7 HSAS & AT H6T 95 W@ §1 T8 Fufa
TET FATT § T dolg H T dr 3ereddr o Teh 3R Tohe 3T X e g1 I8 foRmene=s § &
gotre # St o it 39 &3 A & Wy FA A 30 fh 98 ToF I geq hr FHEEA @ HlAd feemwah,
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T §, Fifeh TeT H FIH ol T el dlel g A A6 3T O @ &1 Tola A7 I Siehsel & sl
AFA gHIN, ST 50 TATIT § Yok R fAger sream|
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dg SeUaT3l H AT 7 R @ ¢ 3R adA= & sfasy
deh T 3eleh ANSTAT3iT Sl IThR A H HgeaquT AT
fovem @ 81 Seie, e Af3ar 3R 39 FHEE Aw
IE TS & deelle F W0 AT Y U §
S IRT T 3T ST 39T JUAT T gehlehd H
dGolel ST HITALA FIAT g1 ST 3GIEI0T gl H TS
$T Hee @ A giear H 3 & g N I
AN IR et 3R 30¢ TaTRd e B o F7AT 815 &1 T§ I g3 Uh oI5 [3foied dedeiie
¥ € g & Al & @ ¢ o oer e @ d fre el quel aet 7 @l ' € 7R 3
qarel Ig § b a1 @9 A Ig AT AFT § AT SR A AEIT g1 82 FIT $H Aeholleh & Hofog
3R e FT P TART TG &2

g3, Arerel AfZAT W YR & W@ 3T dohellehl Y T w1 Ig ¢ [ STH AT 3= fomdy
HiSel TR T T3S &I A T TR A WAl Bfd & daod Feohod &, AT 9 dEAR fhdl U= wrer
A & e o @ g8 KPS et A 37 ek F o I §,TEF 3§ Fef @ A AR g
ST RT3 T, AT I S B Rk F ¥ TR O T A REe ardh 3@ g &
fsior & gfaar & #& F1 FMT FH FIA &, 3T AU el Td gl 8, TR Y 31 WA &
fw arelt &1 gEdATer giar & 3R 3@ ¥ ufhar & Haresd # 3R 8 g e & FEYEr F 39T
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g g1 BBfoea gfear & angd Ruar arelh A o silfas wameet @ sarcdh 3 d=rfoa g €
U H 997 HaTST TE § o A1 3ng g TSfSicer 3user &y UEl gferdr & o S @ &, el SudeTehdl
&I 3T HIAT HT TEEH g glam

el el fIGdy &y F IYNIT T IgaTdaT 3T AT USId-3iaTel F M Toddr oY, aF ST T,
TR FHEER Tolad W Sotel T 3R Soldeiae 3UHUN & SEIATT & GIATGIONT YT FTdoTielsh
989 FT BT god | AT F ‘FIaeT 3cgolel 3R ‘RS 3T SIEY 3GURUNT 37S| #IR SFhrgdl
e & f3Tolcel 3UHNT & 5@ T AT @ T I W1 ¢ §H IF W Y Ad g, Foll3s A
gl @d g, A3l ¥H ad §, Ug @ HatT qsd ¢, e 3R afsar sara € e
3ANETRAT & e &% td B &1 386 9 Algg seT HeX AR g AT ¢ safav & dar
g & T RBfoea dar & arae Fis difdes amera 87 g1dT 83 STHT 9dT 181 Ioldl & & ‘Foll3s’
aedd # JEA HT IS dicel 16T, dfesh Gl W Hlolg faemer swegfear s g, sl g Gietdl,
gaTdl-oldle, dEaR-aIsAr @d0r & fow off gueEl 1 SEadETT 81dr &1 aRUSET Foll Taidr
(3M38T) & HATh, ¥ 2024 H gfAdT & 3T U A HUT 415 are-6e foerell 1 gEaAT fohwa,
St afRae @ud 1 3¢ WrEe ATl TE AW WS & aft # & a1 97 ¢, Fifh 319 w3g Alsd
ao & ol & ® & 3R 39 staae o o1 w1 g1 @ 9o & 787, sfew a5 A A
Ul H G A o Ser Hel A eRCl AR HTST & AT TR FT HROb da AT §lOANSIT A
3TAT & o fhorgrel ¥ &1 deX i 560 IR ofleT U=l &Y dTel ER @ 8, ST a9 2030 A 1,200
3T olied FTAAT deh &7 ohdT & gTelifeh, T3S T A ¥ &R §alla H MHAN W IgT o9ram &
f&F I8 s &1 FA § AR HHT derd o AT gl dfheT SIe TE ufhar 3RET W aleXrg S
g, ar 3T RTd T SgdT STar g

Jg Bfoee 3usor &Y a5 rdcyarer g1 sUH e IfFd & TR W dRId AT FJTdT &, el
afRger YA W A% FAE Tl gl g1 ST fh Far ga % e aEdR W whd §1 Th aEEr
UHG g S o TS F @Y, Al 3R S g 3AMHd d¥dN &1 STeld &1 dERT @ 3T
dgad 3MTaTel, Haltd, AIfSAT Ser 3R Segfdar i Afr o et ST §1 W H 3EH HatT T§ & F
AT Bfoed 3usler & [GFAeR &8 o1 S0 38 A1Y Teh 3Heg Hgeaqul Haem & 53T 8-
EART ST, fAsial 3R Ugdle| 3PR &/ 3T & &2k H off Sl arell dEdRl & 37e[31d T g9
AT BT, AT §H TINMS T 3T T H9AT g HUA §| Tg TR §ARY Tgael & 3T Ueh fololl e
€1 T eIaT-37e19T TN HISel hl AEART & HSROT, SEAATS AR FRALTOT @ FS1 FAfam 37er97-370797
gidT &, 3afav g5 Ig OT% Udr g Ioddl & &7 99 H9 & 379« yga I @ &, 3T & o
3P AT FIAT g
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TACHIT & SIRT AN Aheue, s¥dgR 3R 98797 gcdsh Afafafd &1 3er ot setae sy &
IR GET IAT| SeRTed TS’ % AR A gH sH o I g @ 1 39 #AMA & Uy gAY awEn,
m,ﬁw%ﬁ?wqdmﬁqgulﬁﬁlqﬁéﬂmqﬁmﬁﬁwmﬁfﬁm
Aol W g ) ¢ &, O gara 3ora & F 3T ass dUEART & g AR A6t SeeRiRar &3
fer St 81 3mst gfaar 1 PR SFAER UINg AIfRT, oY hael IUAIhRAIIT H Fclhdr & qATeT
o8l &l

T3S Sufadl I 8 SdaT g1 fh 379 SeTIT AlSd fohdell Foll-Ulell & @UT R § 3T 3TANThdr
$r ASTar 1 fhdar TATT T@T ST &1 S Fhol-TR &38R Eied IHT TR e g7 Iardr &
o 3Thr FoiT cerar a1 g, ar BfSee Janit W o Sexae-v3ns Hual & Fv sd g fT FEiE
FGT FTET g1 Hehcll| T3NS HUAAT I Tg TR MY fh 3eTeh AISeT o Tellelel T HTHTAT oI
3R NSTeN-urel S FEeET &1 @I FA7 §1 3T 95X 3R SIET €87 deheiish & faiw gfaeqer der
grefll T3S A AT Vhedl of Al THT g 3R o T8, Fifr T Ace & Rifrcar, e, faam,
TAR, T AR IellcAd 3NN H A8 GHGAY Jo1 @l g1 FIR TATHAT & @I 3R 3ITIRERAr
T Al SITeRRET & SEATS T ofhl IR Erelehl HIAH Gl ¢, Al IRGRIAT I Falel FAAT
3&dT Q3| S8 TRE 3UANMhT ' #Y TS, Hdear2fierar 3R THFAGRY & ATY deheileh &l SEAHATA
AT G|
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G faed geur & ag U R T & T W g, dfdhed 38 aX cad St & 3ieX ¢ 3R
SAGIR 31fgas g1 ST chdral &l haell #AdeleT O gl USel §Fd TT & areAgdl Tl arel
TUTAHAT 937 AT o THG B AT ¥ UGl T Fleh ToAld T Tellol L fGAT| WSl & Tg HeH
S H INMATHIT ANSTATST I il & QU A A GIA0dT ol SaRT Wl &l o T &Temsit & &2
Y H 39 ¢ T[T & 91T 3BT §| Tg I[EAT 9 $SHI, SIS HIZS H Teh 87 ATl T Afgell I 3Tk
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3R, BT H TSN Tepell Sl WIEAT BTeid & [Tt [4eTd 6 3ehceX 1 &5 e & SATGT AT HSehi
W 3R 3T IE Al aore 7 43 309 IO &1 a1l FwAd § 3R foors 18 {1 7w FAN S F
5.4 9f3RId G TgT IF Sed T A kA A & AT Hr 9 A 3Ed fAved & AT wWER A
fRetent 1 HIYY AT & STacle, TATAS IR ATEATAS Topell & a1l H1 T&aT H AT Sl aHLe
I SECTd 6T AT| SIA-51 Ig 3HTalelel &1, BT & |y gt 3R @R igleletsry T sa@a mAer
8 AIT| S8 dlG 37Tl ATl Bl ATl ASeUI Yolld H FEH 3 ol @ Sfaroraedy Sar &l of 91
o gl e W AT HSHEA FI IR oo

oo qEars S9es & TUEHA TSN Feled o 3T o) UKl & FAAT H &gl & gg Wag
TcH o &Il SeigH & 3MH ol T 3irel 3R A & TEd &oF arel 39/ o of§X 9rel v
HHATTATHT T Fog fohar &1 AT &Y, ATSoler BIIST T IF[ETS aTell HTHA- oI geh Repiar arél
%aﬁaﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁww&aﬁmgﬁ%lsﬂmﬁﬁmaﬂﬁ%aﬁaﬁ%ﬂﬁ
BT SITSATHEY H el I T o SIald H $O TAI & AT Foll W TFT A Hlel & HeH
31T T, [ 8 SieTdr &l 1S g fAeH| 3egie T8 8 Toled o b 3oTehl PR G2l ' dgal
oITaTel O Sf3TTH ofaTlal &l FAlofell &=l TET &, AT & goldil &l 8 R W & v ts o Sperwah|
g 3908 H T HAGTUT e I IloTeAT §eT I§ g, dllh Ig UdT Il b [oh AT ofler sl &l
gofeaT d8d & 239 Al 37Te) aToll 36 T golc 3% aral a1 3afeaaa o sarem)

eH HT TE 'Geilde] NRAS' e Tk Toldll, FET gl ol Hehel, W AT gfaar & ALF- amA gol
I Teh EUF deh HeTEel & AW W TodAd ¥ T WG Tohd & 3 cell A Folodl A oFaAd
Y g1l aIfeT, fSiegiel TaFAlhice 1d- 3GRAIG &I elfdel hgl gl 3R, ST & Tsgufa welRe Fol
3R B & Ueguid sHATS Hepl WA RN @ JRaE & Sefh oAb qu # gfatoradr oe-
CIATAAATEl AT T AR Aol & § W &1 ST Sl A3 T 30A-370a1 G H Fehrar
aﬁrwag?rqu'%"l ToAeH T 3cHE #gdld & AW SNUAAHAGT ST 8, ToteTeht STl & dgel
Al H STREGET ehIAT §¢ g1 o6l HShl & I5¢ 81 o HAcal § ol &gl & gl
JRITEfE @t 7 FH HAT arel et H g Tl S AR Hegl dF R FA Bhar ¥

gfRIT H 31Tl The Fodl SATST & o IYU- 1Y eUshlieleh shol T d6a0T &l Tehe &I Tg aid
Gt AR, 7els 3R B R AP gl &1 SfeY &, THRE & AT Ig T JiRewe giar @
fr e 3R Taey 2EHT W U ST @ 93 Fedueeil @ H weldl #i Hr Se? 3PR 38 S
o e I, @ 93 A W B o fRI-uedld g @ehd &1 HEdT I8 g [ giRdge Hi
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WRTFT%%@@SWW%Z‘NH@I@ gl @9 fhar 3R 319 Feldr d1 9Rr ST
Adoiferer Qar3t o g @7 &, STafeh RN IR I 7 @ & 3N o A @9 o1 @ &1 PreafRae
TSFH AT Th RN & AR, o ek & T A Rl o 3= 3 arel g@k er &1 Jelelr A
gfd afdd A X o g1 MY ST aITh 379 AMA-TAdT & A1 @ &, STt 2005 H Tg
T&IT Ueh TAgs o7 | S7als T e AR S H U 8T Iy & 9 18T & rhr NS Il WY
gl

ot 3 fAvear 3R =T T w6 1 AGT W & dA1d arel 39 AT H f@urgly a1 aregef
fIaaRT arell TERT & AT Soic H Feldr & TeaATT Ahed I§ JTar &1 ST Uah dolg Ig ¢ 1
TORIET aer @i ARSI W Jded TR R o9Td 6, Sif STl JaTRd 87 gl o91dT &1 gTelife,
ST gral I FadT HTSAT GaRT SIg ST g1 I SfTdl, S FATTAAT sl HR 3THG AT TWHRT @
FI $T T 3H A AT F T g a1 o 5 e § o i a7 e dar g
s TFAR el g5 F AT ARG W R IR IS &1 WRA $7 gHAT RR &1 37 T aotgl @
qiRTH H Fg Tofeilidd Hehe YT g1 Tehd &1 Feoll & Jarsid & ST 31e 20 GfaRrd g1 TgT dh
for FARRAT FeT A & A H 3RNAHA T ARG F o Farid & RS &I aqr1d gfaerd g,
S goElt T Jelell F ST &

SEXETe, WIHAR (5 3eFc(s}) T Fa§ 5:30 Iof IRT H AfShel diclsl & a6 oAl & fAAU-gede &
AN @ AN e Gelll JA-51F T 3T Fodr I, gHhl Fsoh! X faRIY- Jedlel 3R dsT gl amv|
3TATSTeRt T grar AT foF R & & JedaehiRal HT ol HEAT Urg org ANl gI=A &1 a1 T8 & &
AY AT A 3R 9T QAT 37 T dAftheh fo@ @ A1 W 9mdaT 3R AfAT Afdera
fashodl arell gARY gfadr & oA &6t et aTell Ustellicler R 319 1A a1 &1 18 B
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