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The need to preserve the shine of Indian elections

Elections are by far the best organised expression of "we, the people” and hence
cannot be allowed to fail

Akshay Rout, [ Former Director General, Election Commission of India and a public policy
commentator |

The intense and unabated protests happening around and about the

Election Commission of India (ECI) have thrown up a bigger question -

fj? whether the much vaunted Indian election is losing its shine. This

3 / concern is irrespective of when and how the immediate fire is doused,

for the smoke could linger. The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls and its management have raised many questions during

the last year, inviting attention, litigation and agitation. But the malaise

- facing the Indian electoral system is even wider. The unidimensional

nature of the present noise might be drowning a larger challenge; the
current scenario may only be a wakeup call.

= ... Elections, branded as among India's topmost soft powers for decades,

may have finally hit a phase of devaluation. The country's enviable

delivery of democratic elections, compared to dozens of countries in Asia, Africa and West Asia, which

became independent around the same time, might have had the evil eye cast on them. Not only election

managers, but the executive, the legislature, the judiciary, the winners and the losers in elections, as well

as the wider voting community need to be play an alert remedial role in order to properly address the
concerns of the electoral system.

Prime asset

Popular and credible elections have given the Indian nation critical stability, reasonable governance, post-
colonial reconstruction and a pathway to development, besides the tenacity to counter external threats.
The exercise of equal franchise by the sick and the elderly and by a people who are unequal socially and
economically is part of India's electoral folklore as also are the latest trends of women activism in voting.
Despite rampart poverty and illiteracy at the time of independence, ordinary Indians have learned about
the strength of their votes, and have nurtured a respect for the polling process. They wait for their turn
periodically to place or remove candidates at positions of decision making.

The process has worked remarkably well compared to other parts of Indian enterprise. Apart from the
framers of the Constitution led by Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, who laid the seeds of parliamentary democracy,
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the credit duly rests on the ECI machinery, from the Nirvachan Sadan in New Delhi to the million plus
polling booths across the country. The scale of the task- the 2024 national elections saw about 98 crore
electors spread across India's vast and varied topography- with the massive logistics that it entails, and the
finesse of its disposal, have kept advanced nations wonder-struck. The ECI has justifiably emerged as a
school for election managers from a range of countries which are still groping for ways to execute such a
huge and sensitive mandate. Further, the Commission set up the India International Institute of Democracy
and Election Management (IIIDEM) to impart lessons in conducting flawless elections. Younger nations
look up to India's election management as a guiding star amidst other falling models.

However, there are grey, if not dark clouds on the horizon. It may still be an exaggeration to suggest that
the Indian elections are corroded but malignant encroachments cause an unsettling feeling. While elections
have always been fiercely contested, with even a few social faultlines such as caste and community getting
interwoven into the outcome, the results were mostly received with stoic calm. But no more. What has
taken over are chronic allegations about the partisan conduct of the poll body, and aggressive grievance
bordering on a rejection of the electoral results. The argument that this is part of a global decline of
democratic values, and has also infected developed democracies such as the U.S., holds no consolation. No
country on earth needs democracy more than India does. No country needs elections more than India does.

A different game

Elections in India have changed with the times. Ground level campaigns and door-to-door canvassing have
given way to digital battles where fast moving disinformation and deep fakes are the new weaponry. While
muscular assaults such as booth capturing, voter intimidation, and bogus voting of the earlier decades were
bad enough, they were still limited to certain pockets. Now, the possibility of manipulating the voter
database through undue enfranchisement or disenfranchisement poses a threat at a larger scale.

The influence of money power over elections, with its ability to upset the sacred level-playing field, has
grown enormously compared to localised distribution of cash or goodies in the past. Expenditure reports
of candidates submitted to the ECI post-election, and accounted party spends are just tip of the icebergs;
unofficial estimates of poll finances are much larger. The institutional release of cash into the wallets of
population segments, touted as welfare, has distorted electoral integrity, besides public finance. The
Economic Survey 2026 puts the strain of such unconditional cash transfers on States at a staggering 1.7
lakh crore. Such brazen transactions through the front door have subverted policy and candidate level
contest, causing worries to the ECI and the Supreme Court.

Post poll subversion casts a darker shadow. Wholesale defections increasingly undermine the people's
mandate for a candidate and party. Instead of reining in party hoppers, the anti-defection law has induced
the bulk transfer of elected legislators thanks to exceptions allowed in the 10th Schedule. Opportunistic
realignments have made a mockery of voters' choice in the absence of a recall system. The stream of
present-day lawmakers dumping manifesto and ideology and switching parties at ease, make the earlier
'Aya Ram Gaya Rams' in Indian politics look like timid angels. The Speaker's recognition and symbol
allocation by the ECI are critical follow ups to such mutations which have also not been free of partisan
accusations.

Election management itself has got embroiled in institutional issues sparking opposition and street
protests. The SIR exercise, which began a year ago, has left a trail of dust while approaching the finish line.
Meanwhile, the provision of appointing Election Commissioners through a collegium under the 2023
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enactment has not helped matters; and is still under the study of Supreme Court. The usual regulatory
functions of the ECI such as the preparation of the electoral roll, the administration of the Model Code of
Conduct, the announcement of results, and more recently, intra-organisational functioning are routinely
moving into zones of contention, despite significant back up from higher courts. The distrust vocalised by
polarised political entities can percolate down to ordinary citizens and create hopelessness.

Sukumar Sen, the Chief Election Commissioner for the first elections conducted in independent India in
1951, had unimaginable logistical challenges to handle, but certainly not one of trust. Today, after 75 years
of experience and growing resources, while the massive logistics in elections is routine, trust has become
the issue.

Urgent, collective imperative

Elections are by far the best organised expression of "we, the people” and hence cannot be allowed to fail.
Political rhetoric is not part of the solution. The election process and its management are too precious to
be made scapegoats in inter-party fights. Political parties need to do a collective and apolitical sit-down for
the systemic fortification of Indian elections by building more safeguards and accountability and plugging
structural and legal loopholes - basically, doing whatever is necessary and whatever it takes. The
introduction of a three-member Commission to replace the single Chief Election Commissioner in 1993 had
this very logic. There are multiple demands to be met: the better regulation of political financing and the
menace of freebies; shielding of the electoral process from criminalisation; and dealing with the threat of
Al-abetted fake narratives. Voters as well as those who are voted for must be insulated against inducements
in discharge of their democratic functions. Arresting further deterioration will require collective work
beyond partisan self-interest. And above everything else, trust has to be worked back into the system.
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g 7 fad #r dren diaraer $r sregerar # 3mafaa s7dr
aEJ U9 FaTl X (SNead)) gRwe H doh # Sivadr i @
Y. Ud dgd o0l & folv a3 dcard fhU| T Sgard e Th

TN T e SeEdr et R T A FH ae & AT AT SeTw
| 2 T HEcdYOT Al & dle 3T SHTHET FaedT # FUR AT 719
UR &d g fomrs & T & Siewet aReg & U el dofieor,
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¢Fd Reet, Rhs, gaqe TFd shise (M), X Jade, aTd, faare Avere 3R afdeer gt &
ST IEGT Y ITATSET F S [@FAT A el 3R AM9e T § AT &1 aedd: Tg QU Far,
IR FITAT (357 3Th 3391 fqeTard) HR T 3eIdTelel & TSRO W hiced |

Jeol@dlg g T Slieaer aRwg o o ARFMAT Hr TREART $T afFdadr & AT Fel 3R
3RS &1 AT F Fo1v A Fr fagiie RBwRer $r g1 588 & 37de F 5T G g 3R
SHAACRT ¥ SR HeA dlell &l FRIAT §¢9m| IRug o 3mser 3R Rws & gfhansit &1 sgg oo
3R areeft s &1 Aot foar &1 S99 cuaary & 9 SRdr T vdarg §¢9T, fSad 9 Sar fAaer
X Fehdl| Pl HT SACRT 10,000 0T F HH gld W SITHS & dgd HROT T3 Afeq =gl few
S, HIAT AT H AT "G o= 3R ARAG Fufarar & gl HRISR & Fo odl & ary
foraTe A St Faeh AR @ 3eAT-HRIER & fahrd &1 747 SR Y& gem| TN & BT 3R
IS TaShelT3il &l - TICHA & dAEIIH & 3ULNT Y AR el T 36fATT el &
f3fSteer rdcuaear @I Serar fAAE| U A & AR 3o Feedl I A0 9 i gfshar
oot B, 3guTelel ot # Al 3wl 3R Heeransit #r neAes Rebs B glaer Aeed @AfRed
T ¥ T WA TH 3 & AE] gl aTel 37 AT SHUAET GuRT & SfgT Shewer ey qiRewar &t
T Y g THATHUHS, FEre3ey 3R DI SAIIRAT H §3T 1T 89, JgT hod ool T ST dhied,
dfRaer 3MYfc YEeT H HAUTT, HEIS IR HASR ARG Sl IATAT HT AHAT HT W AR
IYIEYT Al 8 IFAR Thsed H FAcg [HelIl|

fo #FaTery & AR 2026 T o ATRAS 3w el # Fgr § 6 Fd doT N goch HiA,
afRaer faciig 31EXRET, 3RS SR #Aifdat & S8 AR, #gs 3R T # HASR AT
O A aRTEfaar s@ qa7g o 1 3T gefr &1 arfa & s=w T@er A a3 gl 5 a1 g
gleliich ARSNHTS CaRT YR FeAfeaT T B & ShHIAH & HTAR oI Feoh Sldofe Holed Te]
fAATE & GA 9T RN BT IAYTEAT GHAGR Sl §% &1 38 TRERT o HROT 7R 1 HIcqawdqm are]
faer a¥ 2026-27 1 @l AT AN Sfers § AAR & 7.3 gfaerd 1 gefdr ¥ grffde X Tl &,
Safh Tgelr [ARr # ARA 7 7.8 ufded 1 Aslgd defY gor H A afRaw R 7 Sed o
ST dard 3R ARG FET & Sraefg HRA HATaedr § TR @l &1 fAerm g1 grer &
TR faed deh &1 7S RUIE # =l o a¥ & foav oRa &1 faed o & g9 Uil e 6.6
FfARIT T Serht 7.1 9faRrd #% fam aam &1 IR 1 SIS gefer 3efATe # Seldiy &I &g 3R
A B AT, ol @9 # EIAR GUR 3R giAIeET err &7 & WHRr v @6l f@aer 7 3mg
oSl 81 ST SRUT shise U Toldh #ZT & HRA 1 A hise T &l duw 3' W §=1C @n
g 3R <2 & e 33edsh S TR I@r g1 giaar & gffiey S shise e el (SIEEm)
o R S AT T @ off M+ @ Fere T- X AT &1 IE WRA B HAg A ey,
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g fash @ud, R ardeifas fader 3R gee gidr o cgaear & #Ror @3 g3 gl I

~

faerre v aTfd TerRTeA® €, ofehet sifasy sy galfaat & 3R o eare feam Sier S 81 ok
dfRae 3R ey 3P AT T OTATAYdF AHAT A U I Sg=AT g1

forace e Fr 3nfde IFAR 9T @ 3R Svadr cgaedr # AR JA¥E FRIR T4 & v 5
IR §1af W e a1 S/ g1 o T Shvadr [Qemer § carcg gsemr @IfRa #=ar gl
3MYfciehell AR & STAT o Fel R SHGGR WUGRT & Y STAT (SAYC SHF hise) Pl Ash Sl &
T & [T 3 HlefeAT FI&T aH o) A gler| vATaUAS 3R AT & fow @ aradr gishar
ol AF-STaRrd FaTield 3R STEHA-3TTRT Seltent SATaaTAe Yol T Ja§ dol el G| I3t
AR IR & da T Fu6 B FATCT A dTell H-FRAHGST Jomelr & @l T3t 7
oRE o] Y& Bram|

Live
feccadia

—— A7) .COM Date: 12-10-26
HTareeT T feam

UG

'FTAX FAAT 2.0' Heold & VT Ugol fo/d R b STeldl el & hal-aar3it & Sigi-del & Baaa
# forgr arar, 38 @ IE | g I 7 % e gfow 56 aR &S Rel$ s & Hz # AL B
38 o F% TAH TEfaare 399 e, Sfed gkl TeieehtiRal 1 3Meleld Tl T Tgd= § Tga
g forad # o foram| safee War &1 f&e 3rdethd Aaia @, Afhe Fafea =amarerd ¥ oo giod
$T 57 TN W o7 g 1 ool fr, 3T 18y ARarS &1 silkaes §, afFar & 3reee &t
¢Ed §U g A TR LHAR TT & & 5q X QU 7T & 3R 7% feeeh T goRe HsmagedlsT Yod
FEAT W HA-ST dTell Goledl JeRMsAT H g X f&ar mar a1l i 3Eed o 9 fhar &
PloleT & FHclllaeh AT H Sl &I MaTEl Fard §9 § glall AMRT iR haol Hlefel & HTAR &
AR &1 ST TRl &1 38 TE o TuSC gl o STgT HRCAT AR & Higar H RT 163
o e 8, 8T U fRrad @ s S

sgar T g fh Temae ar VY cIaedT deer amev fh ARTRT & cliehdifae JTARRT F &olel o
g, WY &1 leel 1 U 81 &1 || Ig ST 87 ST §, i 3rclelet & 318 # 3R ded

5



www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (12-Oct-26)

afehT g1 o g1 @erel A3 W g A3t & Iy ARYE & difsar sl daiieh ad
g1 Ig 3reoT § & feedl qfod & Tad: Tl o ARYIC & drel ol &1 gt H 3R o
I fIREAR fhar| gue I8 o & foF MY siererd @ 3nTel GAars, el HIEaR deh Tt & A
3R AT Aar3it & fAaTe ggrell FRARTT o 3R AT IRFzH gl f 91T Far &1 Tg
T ¥ B T WEATC I AR ¥ Rat B T A agh S ¥ s wgEa T
AFAITOHR JaadT & Wefes ead o @Rt & Rfad 8 &1 Ades & 760 a1, 3R gy
Wﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂ#ﬁmﬂﬁsqudlw«sqwé\?r'g’tfsdéhsﬂqgcu Pl TATHTITAS &1 'ITARS HTHA
H 3TaTd gEIAT T B

AET TAE FGFA & Qo o7 @ &1 ARl §e1 @7 §, 30 ofed 3d gl NadqS ¢l JRAT
oA AR B gfAar ;R A T § AR TE R 39 A6 ARVl 59 Aag W R R H
Tl & off gaar fr SRd g1 EEeg, AR-ueeis Sfad aiehd T 6 Ugde g, difdhed I TPRIcHSD
I & AU glel AIMEY, FAhRIcHeD 61| Sall & 71gl, Ale TH Tl ¥ 3HTH Sfefolidel FeATidd &l al
JTGIFTRTIRAT I 3Tl VAT WX faaR AT AR ATl Gal & foIw o Tg Jhior S
RE &1 3R Ig GHASAT 8197 F ARG & B & 390 fa [fga &1 gfuf@s ug w 3md=
fFd &l geet & gfhar 9RAT d@fgurs & AT §, 3R 3a%r oA @ & fov smaas g
saifore, T99 3R dae @ & THATAT T g JoRET SgaX 89| gTelifsh, a8 Y sar 80 fhar
ST Fehell foh ollehclifHeh 3Melelell & olal T gAY a6 31 8, [STad eliehc &1 Sohallel Jolq
BT &1 gl I &1 feoqolt &1 v Hsh dewr Jg o fAshrer S @bl B
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IANH FRAE A FIe @S AR

el el (aRes T9ER )

IARFT A HARAT 3T AR & v @Ak Fr o o & &1 TEr A1, 3T 3116 g3 3ARET 3R
HRAT 3SET Hufadl &l 39el AR ok AfeTthehelel IT 96 TamH & Aefad e & Told
frar §1 s der Adde I8 § & ¥ Fulaa 39e sERat & T w15 & 36l & o garoa
STl @Y qraalt| I H8 ARG H HrA X B Al & & v v R &1 Wiace g Taw
AR ARRE T 6T 3¢ ag7 TR &7 & WA 3R HH a6 A g Aed g
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¢ I & g Telld #ff Sgd ey dHerst # fharl 3ARA WA & AT 93 IfHRt- 39-
Tseafa o &Y g, s J@3 Hry Gisfoitr i veldt SeRe s sl o TS 99 FiShd ald Ig
T &Il 3ol Tl [ HASHIAFE, TSIEY, ShifdsTolc, Sohlad, Tl Hdecdl gadsl, [awr, tadivdes
mmﬁﬁqﬁmﬁﬁmﬁa%mmmmwmﬁ'ﬁaﬁgm@%aﬁﬁ
g1 3e8iaY 3T Huferal 9T IS SN@rersr &7 3R 9T B

Hﬁ%ﬁma@f%*ﬁ%@wg@sﬁmﬁma?mﬁwa%d gaTel @3l
T fem §1 o ARATSSHTART 3R goRkee AT 61 gfcsm 3 IARST ek 3T Hr gferar #
Wm@ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁ,msrﬁ@rmm%dﬁTSWﬁIFITWWB‘dT@*%I@q
WHR & AT ¢ 6 g7 Hufadl o fagel sl & Fyfea & st &1 geoaer B ik
AR FHIART 1 Aoy it s gt Al W AlwRar &

saifoT s\ 7 Fy dlestfela 3 Fer & 3egle @ &1 A Fue I7r g1 s Fulergi Jg S
W T W@ A 30¢ & Aafaad # fam, afra Isgia Sl 9T sTaare it g, 38 Qe #r R
§o7 fear &1 Tarer &, g8 awon A% 3RS ARiet & AR sa= & fow § ar mvams Aifa
P FOR Ih ART Hl P HOR JoTdlideh TG Sl T HIAA 8 § 2 IRA STHT A HA ¢
T &, ol & AT HRITR T AR & ATHAS H 3HTell AT dGTent ?

TG Teh Beh AT SI& g1 Ta-1aT Ao 3ARET A St Al et i IRl At & &,
Safh WA P18 ggT T T EAT &1 3T hdel FT Ig Add s el § [ dgl HH X g Tafr
ARAT FATRAT & dIS dehlel 16g & 6| gl Ta-1a) diem 9 3ARNGT # A T ) &5
ORI’ Sl AT HTS I AHTSIAT HoI & FAoldleh A, 3ofeh foIT e AT a1$f g Fehall &1 WA
VT 9, S st & 3ARET F F1H W ©@ T, s 923 987 T ¢ 3R Sl NT &1 Bear o
AT 39T 3R 39 IRAR & ATTST HT A0 §a1 I & |

greey Y BIYUT & I & el AT § F ATl 2009 F 316 deh o7 Hfar of 30 oI ARt &t
ARRAT A T Fotrerd AEN T 2,30,000 TH-16 ST & TR § AR TH A@ F SI@T RAGC
JaT gfefhane, I AT F1E 3RT 9T =T § F 37 Fulaal o AR aefReat & Sled O
feprelent 3eTehl STTE 318 3¢ [T facel olelt &l & 9ok & A fear gl

T Hufaar o 3o7 3RMUT FT ITd AT &1 ATSHIATFE o Fgl b ARG H 3HF FIET HHAART
3ARET AFRSE & & 3% 3T S v 1S e 3mdeA fFU, 30 997 REAr g ¥ FH W B
FHARAT & T HI aG gl AT 30T Aol dead & AHST A, 7 F 70 saarar i awdt &
T vy o Y Fer § & 3RS TR & a0 e I 399 H1H W AT IS Y MU AgT
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g YT 3WETel 9T auf H 15,000 HAATRAT T HAT HeT T SIIGT IWAT § T TATAT TRl ST
&I ASHR ¥ T gidsey g

IARFT & ¢h FRIER H ARG HT IFEHIT THSTS & v BE 2024 F 3ARF TWHR & HThs
FI S@AT feeraesT g 39 I Sidel Ta-1sT die U 917, 37 71 9faerd IRAT I greliich, I8
Ot gSNfaert 1 37iehsT €T &1 @Y R, ARA ¥ IARAT TFACAlST 3T & Fel T 2024-
25 F IS 224 3RF 3ok AT| TH H, MNA HS & oI 3R ARSI HI @ V@7 g @1, ar i
HUfAAT T 37T HIH T 37eTT Scolell ar gIam|

ST QR Y S (A del) & TeuTas e I B a1 ¢ 3 e & AR Segiey
SH AT W T W fo@r § 1o SRt o 3rARer & Jehsilehl hierel 1 Jo0 H HgeaquT ${fHer
s &, AfheT 31 3ANST F7 v 37 REar g 7Y wgdn| 3wl 3 @ §- FH S, ded
fees gf3ar 7€ U 3Medrel &1 UH UAT o, S R A 9gd § W7 9gd THI § 4@ W §l A
39T 3T, 39T dlehd AT o FTT 2

STagTd 1918 &, 1960 % Mk H AT H fheeld F SFId IR o $S dichifelh Aeg 8 o, W
Y & e o, @S vd S sgEue & @aw e eRa wifa B feen A wew sern @
ST & 7 &9 ek A 3meA-FeRar 3R 3TcH- FFEAT @1 TEAT g@X SRt T el R HaTeT 33T
oTEl, 3Tl ST I XA T &THAAT TS A & fedeholdl &1 38 g 9RA IR JAT & T Fored
AR A 9T HH Tol BT 51 JUT AR & AT 3ANFH I6R 1 Feveq dr o181, W T 3R
ISR Gelel T T S &1 38 g, forea, hafrst, 3iteeiora, Sarer, aferor s, fFamgy 3 @rst
Rt o @ &l TFehelichl e 3R gokAG dAlstdledl & AT I Sgrel e

SH gad AR & 3T HT AT H AT o F IS BIIGT glod dTell Aal &, Aihed g 3Tl HYTAAT
AR RSN & IHRT $T @ FE TR Y &, TR &TAA T Jehfodsh SR HT Holgd
AT AT, Fifh TR A fRell ger &7 3rFel arehd 38 ARG & fager & fAde arer dda &
sTel HATAY ST Tehdl| dg ol 39 ad O &r aF gt fh a8 <21 319a g fohdar AT, fohdell deheileh
3R fRder 3aER der aR e &
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