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What Students Want

Good schools & sound education are every child’s right. Govts can’t plead budgetary
constraints to deny them

TOI Editorial

France is western Europe’s land of strikes and protests, but its current autumn of discontent — over 250,000
school students out on the streets in a single day — is unusual, the resultant violence and police crackdown,
unfortunate. French schoolkids are agitating because they feel let down. They say schools are poorly
maintained, and short-staffed, while classrooms are crowded. Classic symptoms of underfunding. Data confirms
this — the French school system has fewer teachers than it did in 2008, but 250,000 more students, thanks to a
fertility boom in 2010. The French mood has touched Belgium and Italy also. But with govts across Europe
committed to belt-tightening right now, finding budgetary room to fix this won’t be easy.

Regardless, a fix for broken school systems must be found, not only in Europe but everywhere. We know
education is a ticket out of poverty. It broadens horizons and prepares the workforce of the future. Yet, for years
now, it’s been neglected. Unesco in 2017 reported that 617mn children and adolescents weren’t proficient in
either reading or maths. The latest Pisa — Programme for International Student Assessment — findings aren’t
encouraging either. In OECD, of which France is a part, science scores dipped by 7 points, on average, between
2015 and 2025. Maths scores dropped 22 points, and reading performance 28 points. Digital distractions are a
major cause, but absence of good schools makes things worse.

Weakness of India’s school system is also obvious. A Niti Aayog report in May said 35% of class 5 students in
low-fee private schools can’t read a class 2 textbook. This, although poor parents choose those private schools
in preference to govt schools. Many teachers aren’t proficient in their own subjects. Only 5% of schools,
countrywide, offer classes 1-12 under one roof. Then there’s the very large number of teacher vacancies — Bihar
alone has over 2L vacancies. And as student protests in some parts of the country showed in Aug, “schools”
may be run out of cattle sheds, or worse.

France or India, this is obviously not the way to produce 21st-century manpower. Greater investment in school
education is necessary. Belt-tightening can happen elsewhere — wasteful subsidies and unconditional cash
transfers, for example.
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TATT AW A SeTar & 3A A Fgrelt FTwd

UG

| A3 A 9T ToAIa AT H LT o fHAr o, AT 98 ¥ g § A
ACT YA1d gFd (Asd) @r @Wiard fhar, 37 3ngeFdt & w61 1989 deh digdr el @,
dfehel HAGT &I Y T F dled &I 3ulelh I¢ HEAT & HAedeloN al 3ed HPFal dr @gfFa
gs, O 0 T A & A WAR A A e e Ava i FASR B & v R
T THR o 1993 IoATd ITART FMEA Flofel o F-FeTd mAer 1 B JgTer fham| g8
dFT 10 (2) 3R (3) AT EERT FEEEATT AT SgAT A AT HA F & AT WK A
2023 F WSHT HT HIFT R [T TAaTe HH # FAUW N & FIaFAd A H Jeled gV
TER 3 AT AT Fl 1S, Fordsl SO i didda] J1 6T 3eT 3RT I8 § 6 ar
IgFAr H [T A Hqeal W o A o S| favumw ¥w ¥ R ¥ ged gee-med ar
TRIHTAh haell & foav ar @Sl & FAged ¢, dfdhed gog o uig AISHT ol AT W Ieedidd
T Wohd 1 Sidfeh Sfoil 7 g WSAT &1 Reqger ot g&e 81 g 3mAler &1 aIRAT iR ST
faeary &1 Sgrell & TOT Ugel 39 TITACHSD GIY I TcH T gET|
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I fRe Y FATl TeRar dY 9 &1 7 §

qqel &. qA, ( qd TSIWHT FWE T TSI )

TH FAT §? GH Asq B FA™ Y UG g &, T Y §- UROT AT IR HIATCRR G|
A AR W 4 #T 3qAIG Fided, HarR, sfdehdl, Hiefel A1 3H Afdedh-cqaedl & &9 & fhar
ST &, S HS P JHS @l gl dfdhed 3a87 & Fis oY AUse &9 & T9F 3 H Tad gl
w1l gl 7 ud 3fdca i Afdw aftaant & &fiar Tear @ios & alieT gl
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HH HTROT & fv v Tose Afde T@r 379y e aXdl g, oifdhd I8 aefad & ¢ FASACH
dr TE IS FOR AIAEN & §1 AANT fGdh IR FagR A a4 H IREATAAT & 36707 F3
HRHT H AT Bl T IS & B

goTH SU-UH LA OFT-3eT a1l & gafeld 3eRT, HHE-U3 Il SiideT i1 3aedr & 3HJaR
Fded, FI-UH AN IRIR & 9fd gf¥ca, Sifa-aa e sfderd faser, wasma-aa I safFd
dr gpfd, Faud IR HRICAT & fadh @ Fam -7 FoAd 3R AUUA I dhe & THI
3YATIT STeT aTell 3TeROT AT &1

U gAY Fecl § 6 fhdl W %hael gae @ ggd dedl, #Hen, gRTEufaEl iR gRomAT @ wat|
dftheT TG IRSHA-ATCAT ol HT YT Nl B HE S & v G FT SEAAT L&A T
Totrser o & g

PE ITdd A P W ATFAATGN AN I AGAT-Tgaler JfaishdmT IiG HIGT| I $gd o-
aRfeufaat @ #gr g w1 fear, ToEifds gara on, geam @ S5 gard ¥, Jg hen 9w
Sefgd & forar Ir ar, FeAeR 18 3R a1, JLAT Tad Agr o, 3nie-3nfe

39 g @ & ITeId A & [T Teh S@T JoI1dT ST Tohel gl 3R &Y 3ocded & ATYT hls-oI-hls
TISERIOT T SiTar @, a ¥R-8R Taedeor & QVHfFd @ 3MUR §o Gl 81 féq HgTheg
v oRfeufaat @ X o3 & ST due 7 eeiEEAd TEar Rl gEd Afaw Seel @ caar B

T 3R FIOM HA-BHA 3T Hhd 5, %87 3R AT & TG & Thdl ¢, IRAR & 9id
el AR AT & 9id afdcd Th-gal & Y # @S g ¥hd §; 3R afederd Heer &t
cahrd Tohdl ArYfesh 36aT A &1 Teohdl &1 WY HEIAR dl aAfcshdl T [Hga-qiedesr wa AR
oAfceh giatmsit T faerrer gAmTemeT 3ifte gl

gifav fdq #e@ gl & ddt 3R el & o @l & dicd @ fFaear g1 gafus Edes
R 3 & fov SFAeR 8, 6 o Fgrhrey 7 38h g & ¥AY @ @ 39 W G SEd
g1 EuT W Fcd Al g, S afds §9 @ a7 Far a1 @b, R o 1A 38
fagaret 3R #Ager Rawera & &0 &7 o TG HT B

39 &g Hehol ¢ T Ig Reuid & el v ey safea & @onm el &1 Jofer & &g vt
FT 99 [Adelal dgdl &, AT gl oIfhed 3R STGEAT el Sifedd & v b Fdr & gy &r
IS AT I AT g A g ieh 3Wer 3 R AdISl & Tl &1 goiod § 31T [oufa T8
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gl aig § b foash ar fSael 31fRe drhd gich 8, 38 uiF 3i9el el o el g & fow
3ca 8 31T g o Hisg 8 ¢l

gH THST g T € Hel & TeH W IR &1, <ifcha s@er #Adee I Jgr ¢ & 3399 *i5
aRoTma €T gl | S8 avg, Fele 3N Afdehdr v & A A8 &1 FIS I FHE dR W arfad
AT ARl g1 Tl &, T o sifdeh &7 & 3@ ara ¢t fhar ST vl U IRYFT FATS
I o Gl 3R P THSTAT AT

arEdd H YHEFAT AT T§ HaTo [Bd! & fF A 3MROT A e Afde caawdr @ Harer §
T 3H AT q§u|q| gl g7 & HAIE Ig T8 & Thar F g7 39 FU F 98 sg3a & fov
fohciel Tq o & Hehdl &1 HEIET Tg gl AIRT foh &1 g 3T o 39ar fhw Y foreder FeR
A & foT AR g2

THFFA ATl IBeT & o A 3MROT o Afd Taem 1 FHIAT & A7 3/ AT g §7?
T T HAE Tg AL § fF §H U U @ G S & AU fhae aF & whd §1 4l Tg
¥ & 741 g7 39 FU A Sl eera §2

Date: 09-10-26

6 UF JaT I AN ATES 9Rve B doF A S
haer foT 1w, O AT i AT F| 37 IRYE FT qEH
Seo@ey haer 3@ AHEr & FI¥ERAT F FREART
& AR FT TcH A T gl Tg haeml sTAT
3T &, ife s8e gge i o cgaear # ot ETHw
AfOERET Fr g 3fR¥FER grca g a7

s hgd ¥ PRIER TId A Ted Heel, Fifed 5@
IMFR & Tad T dWh F FRIGR I dlel
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AT & o 3ATaeTS T FT AT §oI1 BT ATl Ry &1 3R @cq g @ Shead
femmar &1 eeT S B agel, @rdl AT ST R S 9T Er 3T @l

Ig ot 3T $aer § & afc et fafelr a1 S Oy &1 FIS AFGT TS AT § ar 3T
fAuerT drETg gy & &9 A fhar STeen| SivEd aRve J $o 3 had o v § o
10 fe=tt & Rebs Y #ASEE 3R 17 R 7 30T spoTcid| 319 Read & Rl ag 1 1398 & derdd
FRISTRAT I HROT a3 Afed & Td el 3R g goR & A T g BAE W HROT
IA13 AT ST 3T 3TF ifARTFd B § HAET 3TN Fl TAN-37619T T H FRIE] &
for oeces A€ FUar gl Bid FRISRAT # 3T 30 AT F AT FAedr A W ge o
et

SeEer IRwe & 379« thaell & THRIcAS IRUMAT W dl Aok I@T & AIgT| 34T & aqTYT 39
Ig T S@ar g TR 39 fasIeT H cured HSCraR WX SONH W9l SHT Al Sg I ST vl
& aa-#eE 7 el aRE & 3odued & garem SR S AR SRIaIRAT S d9 wd §
AR 38 3HAY aell A gl P o T cFawAr AT gl @Iy, St TRl @ o daete o &
A Toh| 3HY & 3CIN-SIIR Beldl-Geldl X QAT GIoAT el Sl Teh &1 AT g

e T b o & @iy fAcy & 8l SR o gael fAgAr @ ool AR g S droArer
A & wd ¥ T A9 qf @ wiRe, iR sEd FRER SOd & ST sear § 3R zEs
ddiet # 38 a1fa Aedr g1 o Sivadr Tumr @ g 30f&d § & a8 FRIER & doil & 9
Holol-Polel Tl ARl ST, a8 & FRINRAT & fav ff a5 o™ & fb 3 FgA-SeEl & dqrore
d AR Ufdeey | SFE MY & AHT ¥AA g W] SHhegd & FydAr # HaR gur fhe
Sl & §Te 319 38 RIdd & v qemser gl | Sl o sgaear dfea 81 a7 3R deelid &
Y FEHAT THATAT HRIETRAT I 8 FFae’y &
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Tehlehel IRagel Ud ollfoliecad FIeenor (3MSETet) &
MSH B HAT ARHASS HT A 3H a1 T EHRIfFT
¢ & o & dRaed g o & yerrdr Aot
3TAIT-3TT THRN H qe Adl S5 oI bl TS,
{od, dc39ng, fadAee, 3ideefm Seser 3R gl
IREed Th-gEY W MRE &7 § TR &

ITLA $Heh dTaclg foiaer Hael hae 3 o wafdd At

IR it & TR W v Sa § 3R 3R e

IRAee Acash W 3ol YA Hl AT H g TW@T STl IMSETAT T 366 FHT oAl A gy

AT &l TE 10 a¥ § S i 3@ F e A 7@ gU TGT IRNAEA AR ol IR

FWM, IRAgT HISAT I &FaR 3T aI¥F A3 FT el HW@M, 500 FAS T AT 389

3 oeTa arell HE AT erar ARASTAIST T dehellhl Hedlehed AN, 3ol fohaeader H
AR 3 3R IR U & & &G THTT HT 3MTehele] HMM

Y § Yg ATl T FaT A (ST 39 e, weear, aget 3R aRaes & 3 307 31ist oA
Hidl & 9Ied 13T & IMUR W) Ao IRagel Ser Ruiforedy o gareem|

I8 9 @Y 81 IRagd Nfa &1 368 HA-37c1eT RAg YA H ST ¥ AGT fAdew HTelr
T8l dfew dEl 3R AHAT HT ETSTEr H o9 arell onTd 3 AT A sGATH FHET gl 1|
Teh o147 JSTATET 3YART g7 Thdl & offchel 39T 3T o 30 ad W AN & Fohar § &
3HY Yol Gk, FeIME AT WA g ST & o7 8|

ST Tehlehdl fdIel @ Yot &1 9§k 37deel gl Heholl §, aledd dlel @aer & e fhar S
Thdl & AR difoiitcad &l deld bcrs ST Tohdl gl ¢ H TH-aT & fov IEU0 ar 3w §a15
IS § oAfhed 3o TH-AT Fal & ToIT gATeT SR Agl &U 0|
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%s A H Y& Tehiehd HGIRIT GRageT WURIUT (JUALIT) HIHT g6 deh TAGDRI HEATT
T § U § FifF aiaes g o, Faree AR W e e arelr et waas
T § HH HAl W §1 Geol 7 JuAdT ®UUT & & dq0 9I8 360 &g $ A6 e 8 6
Teh & FEIRIT &7 & HIaX Y THoT TohdelT Hfoe gl

T o9 SEReRar ik o guras 3raer-3raeT TAfaal § §¢ 8 I8 9 ISATAT W
T AL BT §1 3¢9 Ud HcaReh AR HIYS AT & dgd Ueh faRIV Sl s & &7 A
ST FT A & FROT FAT IRAET HAIAT & 3T gld & T ISevaT J Affe gRag
AT o o 386 deTY TICHhIoT AT hr &7 gl

Afthet TR IRANSEAT FHediehed AR RGN Gaely sffAsit w1 aRATSE3m & age, @ $
PrAASRATHT 3R 3d% FIeadsd 9T aEdides THIT 2T IIfgU| AT Ig TITSeRIor 3 AT Hr
U 3R WA T E S Bl AEH 30| s afd AfFd & T 58 HA H Glgd gled
FT Y @RT &1 9Earad 3er Ruifaed {39y &7 & 39l arfsa & d&ar g1

IRT & 9T IRagT ¥ G&fid 3er a3 A1 & ¢ dfcd a8 Rffea d@3reml, 3R 3k Bfeed
@w"nﬁﬁﬁwgm gl 3¢ U 1Y o & AT ST TaTee!, 1A SfH, digal & 39JeT
IR AT B AT F FET §AT T A THSET THT & Ghdl gl offdheT 3T T THHIOT FHad
Teh 3R ST ST gof O AT gham|

sah faT @ Axe, Affes gonfoat & S aREaRE egameldr AR 3T gram surEr dH
ATl M| AN TR W AAAA HiAT ASfA S (Creivadl) &1 3egsd 50 AHAAS A
39NN AdTa=AT ST 81 2019 & Gel @2, Tl IS o dlG b WY YE I TS 58 Alolell A 36T
AQY, 98 3R 37 IRageT yonfodl # fAaier et & giaer &ar a1l i f&affie gonferat &
e gl IREIRE 3HeTohoral UR-EX &1 9&7 §1 ThR & AdMah FJolls 2026 deh TAdwae 13
A gRAST3N 3R 11 9 9Raga R#ET & w7 & Wwr a1 Ig ewar § & aeafas whaor

fohder SfdaT g Tohar Bl

5afIT IMSATAT HT FHodTohel IHh AN Tolled HT IUIGAT & HUR W g dfosh H IUR T
fpar ST @1fer f6 Far ag Aear aafas A9 3R oSt & haeaad & g o
qrdT g
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Fald 9T "arer
TR

T ol GOl # 3R $lg AdT AT AUABATT el arél &l B3 X g g # WA
giar &, ar 38 38 3R & dit W @1 Jar g1 #IR [@sear § & 319 I8 I 39 TR I
q@ﬂﬂ%%ﬂﬁﬁ&ﬂﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁmmﬁ%mﬁ??aﬁm TRl THE
Il Y A Ut oI5 & § 3R 1 o e A Irgen ardl ¥ A S § A R el s g
H enfdel & I &1 36 el & Ueh AT Uolelldeh doled AT foldr 14T &, oifthed 7 I8 & &
o AT AT A Foo 36 IR f aelg @ Ad H Fver 3R @euial woddT oA
gfdeetdl X A HaTel 36+ ol &1 3iRced & fob #AgRISe A Ra8el1 Ueh A Tsiellicien drehd]
WE ¢l TR 9 ThAT R & 39 @ry fFengsht & e Radar o 3 srear & ary @
N THR Telld HT hafer har, 38 a1 Ig Uil & Beat & §¢ 7| 3qh oG FoAd 3T &
A Ig ATHNT HHA AT AT o Fel RIa@ewm o1 gearg fest fhay smeifed har el 50 s &
%g Gk $T Fedrs & dic YoAd AT o Ieud [ I AT Gollell Pl R fhaAR Feh RIGAT
fiE e 1 gey-aror garg Reer dafed w e

3 3T A W Ueh IRl T Foldls & aRIel GUIA HE o Ig T&d eoqol & g fob a1 3o
AT T AEl H YAd R fGAr S Fehar 8, Siegi goee S dduride a9 fhar g1 & JF
Ig i Fgr 5 a1 {F [urgesr & & &1 e HElE AT 3T &, SJe9fd 390 Qo
AT  FET HHe 3eTedld H el @1 &1 T8 AT § b 3R d@iaers & sevdiiae Hedt
I T & 3T W HIS YIEAT hI IS §, AT SHRT cTohollehl SIEAAIT T oI1T 33T X FHS Acdl
%3 TR HUA U&7 H AR TAT AT IHREAIR X Ad ¢, A 3¢ FAUafdf® gada arely Sfefer
&Il @ STl B SATER Aol W gesee i T& T o SHae JhRial § Sielal & | ei@n gieh
g, dfcsh denfas Aeiid & JAAEr Threil S dieh 9T 81 @l g1 30 99 W &g 9 &
fu  goegel @ W, dféd  IEA 3@ 0 W SAlEl B S8 US|
arer § f g o sewfafafeet & de gleer i fawd & gecd vgfa 3R s wer s
I S, A VW I AR F HAT FTEET TR GAT R F aFd oenster @l Aderdr #%
Mﬂaﬁﬁﬁmwaﬁaﬁtaﬁ%%ﬁqguﬁﬁ%&5«%31??31‘\?6&13\74?43#
A ¥ ol IH T HIAT el oeh BB Siegletee @ IR &l FAdeldl & AHA el 986e &
3Fficar &1 ardt B TeEnfa 3R Rguia & vk Tuse aEER gl 81 #IR I S & are foe
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frdl Aol a8 & ol dgelal arel Svfdfafedl & fav Afdwar it Reuidl w1 darer arg
HIS ARG T8 @dT g1 WAt # Aewdiies Hedl & B A H 18 cgaeam3it &1 991 BrRIEr 330
T IO FALr 3R Ay A Tt H wAREd & AR ar R faw & g sqoe ard
A3 & Fed A A FIC A 3RT & 'GIurfas qrT wer ¥l HIR ST 59 &1 Hr g aed
feoaioral @ 3 SRt e fhelr dcuifdes HUR & g deoe T Ugfd A Ushel & T a1
qg 8l |

Live
fEocxdrel

—— o - com Date: 09‘10’26

3TeT WX To1d AT Y fasrell &1 ff e @&

ugvnm,(awﬁam)

5 Aol e H 30T (Heg) & Hehsl fAariadt o s U 53 Ths & 38 @S W AT
YU Fo1g, 8 FIEWEhe 3T A & fov wafad fomar arar arl fard 38 ok 3R ol &
Qs 379aT 3y Sar | &, S 39 37T A & g & Uer gy arely Y| T H ugd A &
qlell T fohedd 3ol ¢ 4, 38T 9 37 3T X A Il & HRT 3TaATe & e o Jav 3|

TeRITehINAT I 3MRAPTT 715 81 ¢ WS il &l ¥ T g & o @ § & Aoy @ g
AT g HaTT F 3MUT AT el 3R TETel T & Hhiwol 10 IT ST fstell oferar g1 grenifen,
geT grdl T HTars W HATS 31T 0 g1 USel Ae 3ed & I@Ere o adr@n oar & SAfdsr @t
ST v s 3ita T diFte # 0.24 dre-gidder fSefell 3R 0.26 TR (eFmser uid §g)
Ul @Y BT &, Wfehel IETSl A 3E S @A AoR3iarel A fear fe feifer Alser @ g 3R
AIfSAT ST I @ehs AT fFod & fAT 38 3RS @ o@meTT 4,000 AT SIS STl T A g
Il o9 919 &1 S99 e quﬂﬁﬁ%,ﬂ?%ﬂé?ﬁé@f@ﬁ%%vmd@ﬁw
I @ gl arell &diel TGyt

DIl 3T Telsll, Teldraide Us dlel’ & 37N, HRA # sier X A Ul 1 @ud AR FHel
S H 0.02 gfaerad & 0.03 gfderd d& & g1 SHHT Aded Ig =gl ¢ [ ool H a0y el
arell i Rar TR &1 38 & 9ATaR0T W USe Tl 38X &l AT & T I8 @1 ™ ¢
STeT Hel Fgl 97 g, 38 Tl & [T a1 & g Far § 3R 399 3R T a@l 9w gsam?
Y9G & FAAEITAH H IETeT HT 15 3RS SloR &l TS g VAT S9g W e T@T &, STgl l
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Tl TR TE 8 9gd o g1 a€l, T2 Tg o § fF er Ay 3N § SI;ET ST FeX &7AdT et
HIS H 0 Il 7 gl iy qRrfT e ggr o

& & FoFClAFH Ud FaoT HAREh AFed A Wod de St ARed ser del difedr &
Haler IR fRar un, 39A dicaga (3dfecd) FI of 13 fastelr 3R 38k FAX GanT IHAT H
SEAATS &I 95 faSTell, el GaR-JHST ghidedad & eIl @ SISt 14T g1 glefiich, VET ofarelm
¢ T 3ud Ui, SHE & TF 3R ARRE @ ST FAENBN W ege oA e arm g1 gk
Ya-JHST Thideaatd’ BIbeT el T HIH HEAT Il Tlail & arsdiehior § 38T el (Sdunrfed
Sicld) 81 SEIAT 81 Fehahl & foh TOofell Sad & I H §H Tl T AR HHAT HT AHAT BT
g3|

TS & &F H Thol gl o oIT §H 3T alh &l A9 arfey, T X gART 3MEET 3T
MR 8, offehed g ARY SR 1 At 3mem BEam g1 arhy 3men e oA & Harftaat #
I3 &1 gT @ 3T §| ASHIATE & FeIdg ST AKX Teh ‘Follos-o[d [@ECH W el g,
St feer & AT gl &1 SEAATT gt I g1 g4 31 faftat &or qor & gy Req & o o
FET TIRT| AR TS AfY 7 o7 Rant & @9 ak | gawe @« aiiRul & ger de &
TSt & SEAATS T &THAT (Fgg) 1 RO &ar SI&d gier =1fgul 81 a0 Fol &1 Gefor
g7 AIgU, 98 3% §f8eT H Uy T 3UsTdr I 3T ST 3o &R &l §7 €T 7 @1 AT,
S 3 gl AR

TS SaRT SEAATS fohT STeT aTel UTell I AET & aR H F@lidl Feir Jgal, Fiteh Ig fAgH
3T ¥ HEl ST IAER ¢, dfchel STolpd & Fariadl 1 oaig @9 3@ # % Jg e
Ied & & S 31eT X S5 T T &, 9§ 37 ol W HIS 37T 37 o 31, oA 39 iy
@l &1 & Ot RIAT §, ToieTenr GATYT gARY STer Wl iferdl e & &Y dehdr
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