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Two or three

Students must be free to choose a third language that is not tested in a Board exam
Editorials

The Supreme Court, through its frequent interventions, is pointing to the various aspects of the three-
language policy that the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) does not seem to have thought
through. Regardless of its eventual judgment, the Court’s intent at this stage seems to be to point to the
pitfalls of the policy and at least soften the rough edges. In its latest ruling, the Court has said that current
Class 6 students should be given the same relief as students in Classes 7, 8 and 9, whose final Class 10
examination will only be an internal assessment, not a Board examination. The Court is seeking to lessen
the load on the students, at least until schools are fully prepared. It had earlier asked if the policy could
start from 2027, not 2026. The CBSE has stubbornly resisted compromise at various stages in the hearing.
Earlier, the Court had intervened to point out that suddenly learning a new language in Class 9 would be
too disruptive if the students had not studied a second “Indian” language until Class 8. The Court had also
mooted careful consideration of treating English as indigenous, putting its categorisation as a foreign
language under question.

English is a de facto Indian language. It has been in use in India for at least 300 years and is the leading
language of education, courts, and professions widely practised by Indians; it also serves as the preferred
link language for many. English knowledge has consistently given Indians an edge in employment in global
industries such as the IT sector. Indians will want English to remain one of their unique selling points as
the government looks to jobs in global industries as a pathway to prosperity. The National Education Policy
2020, though advocating for two Indian languages, also mentions the importance of learning foreign
languages to facilitate the global mobility of Indians seeking employment. The Hindu’s reportage has
shown that since English is the language of instruction in other subjects, it will become the only so-called
foreign language students will take in CBSE schools. Many schools will stick to Sanskrit as the second Indian
language all the way up to Class 10 while Hindi would be the first. Some schools, especially in the southern
States, will continue with the regional language such as Tamil or Kannada as the other Indian language.
The practical consequence of the current policy is removing Spanish, French and other foreign languages
from schools. But any purported intent of promoting cross-regional language learning may just not be
served though the Court has found merit in learning more Indian languages as a way of strengthening the
federal structure. A strenuous learning of an additional Indian language serves little practical purpose
though it may cater to the atavistic impulses of some. The two-language policy — English and mother
tongue — would be best for India. Students can be tested on a third language of their choice through
internal assessment, not through a Board examination.
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e AfeTeh JeTHYT Td YRIGTUT ARV (CAHISIRE) i Sldl wel @ dErfeie faeer #r A
qIEAYEh HSTECTST FAIET: $f3ar U5 foars ser-ar # g3m qRac Th Togshd HMe A
oTET, Sfedh FHbIeN R # TG & YT &I Seol=g YA §| Targ ant & 31t g6 a
R et Aegehrelle] HRA 1 FEI: el Mhiai3i & AR & Yod 3T &1 oo Todadd
3R TS WATST Y FAHS U T cgaeT, [l T ell, 3eaid Td AT Shaereiel
3R IRST Vg ATFd T TEN-STHeA dgoild S 3H Wl IS AT shey A| HREATH JTEHOT el
arel A SfABERR 3T IUMTT FHaT 3R HEFSUIAT I FERA & AH R R @1 $9 gfve
o T €1 HHEe sagra-are arell UHY difgar dIR H, S TG dr aRaqeT wiaier W 3R
CRIST GATHe IaEUT 3N Yo Shell-HERfd & IJARTAT 3R 3T T TS|

% JEdh H TARN IR § & HRAY 3uHECdY A IR-IR fagel kA afde fara 3R
HIHATTSTR-31Teh Hehe Sel, T TG ATFAIT & SHIAR 3eT JMhicd3T T GieRIer fohar, St gads T
W® Ul 3EA 3 W GEIT SIS IV §, S 3 deh FEIURT T IIGIYETh # I7 dl Peadle # & a1
R RE AU & HGRIOM YT 3R 3eha AT Aei3it & o 1582 7 fasrgessl & feer st
AT TR F Jeur H GTAR & WM 317 | AGTS H ATl o 38 Jeo A HI Jell H RITTT b
39 WU gU & W G HUSR e RRar A7l IR HRA & ARFARATN 3 AT
3o g, [oel oemser o & gl de U=l Tsieiide Faaaar §=v & 3R WFEe & Jeu
(1671) # ‘3oR-9d & RIATST &g STl arel G Aler fId SRl & wlccd H HIT Yell T TRl
frar| sad i@ IRT & ISR IEeT & @y 3R ufady, @et fr TavreT i 3 R
& 8 guia g1 3IReTeT AT Sfear Jfed A R oo AR anfie seexar i sAifaar & fovey
1669 # MNPl ST 3R 1686 H AR & FHGR TR & Aed # gU Aok, @ w3
smeaTicas R ToTilicieh T, & 3ol &d 3N 9% d9T FgIgy & dfdal, % Mideids & T
quY 3R @redr 9Y i T 31fe & Atedd I TUua Far a3 § 6 el 3msravnt 1 wfarrer
@ HRAT TR WX 7]
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qEdsh H A & faarer AR gAAATT w1 sfagra o g1 saa aamm amr § e Fa wrl faegary
AT T GATAHIOT Tgel Tt s 3R T A e o &, e 3ikerete ganT eaed fhu o=
& dTE IEH GAAAOT ST AReATES FleAT A HFAET| S A AN FiASfOd g3 oA A
Aehed, ATaCd, Ucded HETHS], TSICI, Jerdiierd, ILE, HRISTS, % leleh, $ieFd #E, dolede e
Had FHfadt o 39a7 Ml 3R uel & ATA § FATdad UH, HRAIAT 3 IMEATTcHS HTGAT T T&TT
| gEdH H A AR GATHA H dhael IRl Sliehcid (FTAT YoTel 31fE) #T 3T & HAela
3ER S HRA WO A el 71§ § 9Rd f gurdd f1 qEs dfew ol wemamAfa,
AU TERTST X AR ISTUH & IHellal Hseh 3ufaive, Hifeed & i 3R
SIS dﬁrwﬁdﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬂiﬁaﬂ?mﬂﬁmﬁmywm—m
CICRIEED cqulsﬂTﬂmﬁH?Wﬁaﬁa?qgiﬁ%Isﬂﬁa%ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂﬁTmﬁ%m?Ws@ﬁv
St are, arfer facamef & I8 |#er v f gAY gaurfas HEUT 39elr 9o 3R gl 39l &
WRT & ot §

S8 Ugel ¥ AN T Jar A # HcH-IING T GoAIROT gIam, Fifh Wt sfagra-aer & Teh Yo
1 ftar 3N 3cA-FAEAfT Yar & | HRA i AiEpfds Thar H wHST AT gl 39 Rezrdt
HI WA Teh ARTRT AT ¢, Sfesh Teh Sfidd HEhided AdelT Hl THR T M| AMHA & HRAT
AT T ASS RN HT JAEATTA g 3T & Ui Meirdeiicrs AR HARA-Hied fSe &1 fawra
BT 39 Ugel T G QAT wara et & sifgsy-gatdy effewmior f@ator & gem ve A
S U AT H hddl Wl S@T §, 98 Aiasg # o Shdel HJooreidl Soicl g1 Teh Tsg S
39 3elid # iRy 3R GAfAAT S@er & T Ul AT WRT 3R Tl # a1, FH¥om T
FIIUT ST &, 98 ATAST H AR Jada daT & Asd AfFT aat &1 3¢gH ar g1 g
AT & T AT {cieh TASAIROT FT FHAHT ¢
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gfadm R A Fefarg IRade AR ARgw a9 @ 3y Fr7eam A
3 HIGH F 3H FeI FHAd FAT YE W I T F I3H
SteToilded & oy Wdll-fohdlell U7 TATGROT & 3oy & o &
304 faudid 3R fRwsl % & | T & grer & A faeg AtaA
faaTeT Harasa i 3R & Ig Fel T [ 37T A o gHG IS
ATHAR TR QT ST TqhdT g1 3Tl aTel AGIAT 7 0% 3 & 3R
N TSR T 3TAFT STATS ST WY 1 39T I¥ Wl doh 3T
ST W& T MIART &1 STeT deh 3R I $8h 3 HT Faredl &, dl 98l Wod A dh sard &
12.6 BIAC deh &7 TORTGe o &7 S| 37Tl 9T Sff ehdT ¢ b 2 & o W AR Qd-forameh
3R wHel W H U H1 HaT 36T 93 @ | Ag 99oie e § o & & HW FHAerT & 2026-
27 % Wiedlesl F&F H HH Hh 373.93 AT o @eRa fhar 8, 5 Woe a¥ & egaAraa
3cdieel o Hebraol 2.63 AT &1 %o g

SER 8, 37T &l 3R STeary IRad= & 3= Jemral & Shrer TS glehd HIH 37T o e eufaar
Sifeer gt s W &1 JAaw &1 T Sersar 1 @1 & 3R wannfaw 9 @ sHer 3R Giawr us
TET &1 3hel HERTSE H AR H AT & al G UHe drefehr H g@T af¥T Hr gg7 g1 g8
qCY golg I8 M & & Tod #5 avl # 3§ IR AT 9gg HHGR EIl 58 aolg & Wdt &
dh{lSel IR Bdel @ 15 3R fhaml I camde Jehdre g3 TciTeldel, el & §I¢ 379 HERISE
o ff T @ gEERT Oi¥d & fGar g1 fid g & AT # TRae #1 a9l @ Felledh H
JEEIET ¥ e 95T A1 o qafeR & Uodl # oo @ar |t avl # g3 oo aed g
AYT 6T ¢l g1 dote 3R f9eR S Sy guer asat & o s & a1l &l &o1 i a1

Teh HAEAT Ig T § T Al & a0 A S o qaTeiH T @E 39 8, 3 F hA § 3h 3w
Hﬁmﬁ@ﬁ%@?ﬁwmmaﬂ?m-WWinaﬂmﬂaﬁrm%W
THIE ¢ ST ¢ &1 TATEROT HJolel T $Hh AN TG &l Tolg @ o shaol HsT o [T #3 g
1 geAtfaar @3t g W &, afcs aegsial & @Ha o 306l qATa 81T T q9e 1 AR 9w 3T
W 81 Us-utel & 3iEcdcd W SHRT HAT I US @ &, Ig HHASAT HI¥hol w16 ¢| 35 & HElAl &l
3T H 99 RE 1 FAr g5 A I 97 §, 98 T 3791 [™ar 1 /v g1 sdi g &< ayv &t
& f&al & AATT AUA & oI o T € AR SATET BT Wl ol fASeer g § R Ataw
fa=irer & 53 faQiwer 3R waeroridel & 3R @ dehe & HRUM 3R FUfaat &1 fagevor o ames
T 8, oifehel SEE Sael o HRIN U fihelglel woR =181 37T W g R & AlgA & o & o1 g
g & 3YT-9YUT AR AAIATAT <& o1 W 8, 0 A S 59 o1 T g b g 1 A1
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el Fr AIs ATYH afRad FRAISTT AR 39 W 3HAT o [T SAGIGR STORIMFT Dl ool I Tgel
g |
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St & Well & URIAS HgIheT ol @ FAY 3cdd AR GHle &1 T# g1 S gesh Sid 8,9
Wm@%msvmmwwagm,aéaﬁmwﬁﬁlWﬁamaﬁr%,
mmaﬁr%wﬁmﬁéaﬁaer@a%ﬁaaﬂ5uuéq1q§udu €, ST9 dg THIET ar g 3R
3% IHTET YT HIAGT T FAT &1 HRA o 3 HOAT 31eieh HIAAT T gT HE Y& A § 3R
SRMAR @yl §) TRIAS Well 7 Y T W BT gl Wod IR AR 1 106 Teh Aer I 3R 560
IR 85 &l el §, oifchel St ol Ifaerd 8 g1 30 R ARG [Wfsal &I g BIer U7, I ST9TdeT
g U AR QST 9esh & A1y offer g1 T A1 W, dl 381 &Y qEY TWelrs! deeh & 6y
dler &, dfehet e T8, O WeT gietar A vRIang dUae 1982 # 1| 384 Ygel S fRIER )
ATl RIER R 9gaal AR A & AU ded o agd Ageld A g1 301 DT @ & =7, S, afaor
FIRAT F 1 g7 9gd o W@ T ¢

wwwm%wmwﬁmmﬁwmﬁﬁﬁlWﬁzlqﬁwﬁﬁrﬁ,
ar @7 & 429w G g1 AT T el H 32 TGuT 3R 22 T&d UG °¢ &1 e HRA I Agald deled
T ST &, qET WA 8 3T SIS AGAT HWM 37 9l g, g il o Woll H HAYFh a7 Y 8
BT & AU, g7 § 9T JsfFal F 44 ara S1g A TsfFal wF vEad F g Tt Siar
gl AR wsfhal &1 Sid U Sgallel 3aXvT &1 IE T §H Jaidl § T A¢ Ja1 A gesh Siiae
aTel TS gl & 37U, 3o HeeT W fhdal 3T e g 3R hder @TeAs? 39 Akl W)
R T RISl T &, Afhe Jaeler & fATatar &0 &1 94, gfaam & 3l AGler Well & a5 3Thel
e &1 3N F ST g o F T NfE qaa e W F1 FAT 3R Yol W 95 W@ 2 /A
el olc # Sl IS 82 FAT Ul $o Well o FHAC ST QT 82 9T g o & foh go AT veen
FAT B ST T §? 34 Teh SF AT TAE Well H 3T §| $H TLF F €I A @A §U I o
T ST B
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$APN gl fohIT FhT, AR o Well H &I § HeA TG0 § iR 337 §gd F& A H TR ¢
e, ST S8 & Well # FATAN @ 8, Fifeh JgT Fpell TR W & Well &1 Agcdqul Siidel shierer
3R A fashra & AU F T A G ST §1 R /EA, SH T IR AgaAd R SR 71 S &
o A% ot 8T &, I8 Shaa &1 Shaa S 31X &Y 819 & 319 S 1 T I%holdd WEIa gl
TEUe S g a1 oy, o Qe @Efe @ Areas a6 §) o seefa @ e § e
& foIu, 3oafhedre T ¢&T ST ThdT &1 T8 S AR HTI RE & 21 TJUT Siidel H FHFEIAE IET ¢
a1 T THR A1 anl & Wil &l & o ITTAhIAIOT IR TS 1Ra & 0T & T v gaq@
T AT ol §| Well &7 JIAATET erar Solall Holed Y 71 a1 § b st Tad: vede &
AT 3mr 3= o €1 I FHSEN RN R Wd Fad 9eE & G fGerd §, A, §Ehla 3R
AT FT A Sof T FA A B
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TS & HAY AT FF gF T el S AT

37T 9EY

S

g & UaAheRl # § Uk o gl & foh A Jeftrr (uan)
dr gfetar & st @I Silg, "gerd, M, HET G A Hg TR
oTEl §; o1 Felehl 379 3T V| BTelifeh, 3R T3S T JeIdell P,
dar 9gd HARRT § o T§ YTPR g AR A H g &
STEX 81 SV 3R gfaar 3a7eh 3 &1d ) gdcl ook 37| fhergrer,
4O TG drehd & gl W 3o hg &Y Us TS FHATSR & foIw
fordl dearery & A g1, T1¢ a8 a1 fhdelr ot et AT Fardqot
T o g

Hat 38 RE FT U AR b G & b g St i draa H
&THAT I Tl @ ¢ AR 93 YA W STHRT STAATT Pl & el 3oThl g &TACT AR af o
{E U &Y S & ol 3R favafdcamery 6 93 dqora & AgHH X @ ¢ | aTclileh, ‘CFaAtelioree
38 39 BA-T3H % F el & § foh 41 Heispole @ §H IR gl 9T T2 @Al &I a1 8, S
AT cFeheileh T Yol X €, el JIAGIAT a1t 1 3 Tt A a7 | ded T Tgel 3ish A@d
?flW%aﬂﬁmﬂa@mﬁémm%%ﬁmﬁwwm%mmw
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AT 82 399 d1G &7 JAMT AT IUAAAT gIar &, 3 37 FIA I JAA I &l &l 39 0 I &
TR 7 AfE, foraer weft I a8t wesn f 3 @ § 3R 3@ uee & R Segeex ¢ e Sl
e W e @ 3 # 38F U 1 Aded gem sEe o qu ag fF 38 gar & 787 gen 6
FIAT FAT &2 TS Eeh I WRT YT T T 2

sﬁaa%wwﬁh%q%lmaﬁqa-ﬁ@mm%ﬁﬁ,aamagﬁaaﬁw
SITEaY, &rgifer 3ot @ fashfad o get 1 qfct 3ot RIS Arar-far, fetes, sre-sge 3R 396 =
7 ol 93 oA &Y &eft, g 39 S8) 3MeTer & Fr g, foed O U FIS AT S 6T o7
3 ATl & N §AR AT & TS & Wolfd & 0F §F H 9 T, 3370 Igol F HaeIR
T & WY S-SR AT 31 a1 g1 IS g 38 33l e o1t foham, o wanms &t gaAny
il Bg Fe & AT ATHAU FIA AT ITAThdT AET 1l | §H Ye-9-Ge 39 gfaar 38 dig
&3l 3TER AereT AfZAT A Adoide SNad & dgd-1gd &< & f&ar gl

T3NS & TREUTA ATl 38 Y & dATgeh §| a6 Hailalliolee deeh & vl gof &l dAed A
gl 3T TS & fAU FH F dT 3ol SN AT 50 g AT IR e o q§u| gohd 2l
aaﬁ,qﬁasvméw%sﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁﬁwsﬂaﬁwéaﬁawagﬁmmﬂ
@A dT ELTHAT B

HaST ST aTell T UF e THE HAMETAT A1 & g F TS QU Fofedhr & 57 919 W
SR &d & T T3NS & PROT AT Pl HT HRIAT 55 AF §g 75 &l 3 I AT ©
fo w3Ng QA dehelleh A ool 37er9T 8, FITeh HI-THST ATl H1H Fod hT SHRT &THT forei-
I-eT Fedr T WY §1 Fs Al STt AT §1d T FeT-TSTh FdTdT AT 3T Fgd &l

ST 3rdemEdr foR ST §, a9 gEd el & ORI &1 9 A €7 6T foh U3ns Sl & 3Menele
H GGl (Sel-Telh JIdls 315 HIAd) IR ARRAT A gled Sl Bl Teh T 36 Fohcl &1 SR
& 9T 319l B gelier & § T g @S aobelior & Fo AleiRal Ter A ¢ 3R Fo 73 AR
der & §, oifthed 318 & FS &Y Ig 18T a1 91ar foh S AlpRar Suef, 3Rt SeTg MR HiT 4@

dehelleh Jeflel dTell & grd 3 3rdenferdt & & el & alies, ael & gAR #fasT & @y I
T @ &1 0 H e I IS 379 #AasT Ft gfg W F9me?

7



