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No government intent on working for the people should fear transparency
Editorial

Protests by political parties and transparency activists have derailed the surreptitious rollout, in Tamil
Nadu, of a regressive decision to exempt the Public (Law and Order) Department from the purview of the
Right to Information Act, 2005. On September 21, the State government issued a Government Order
(G.0.) exercising powers under Section 24 (4) of the RTI Act to notify the department as an “intelligence
and security organisation” to which the provisions of the Act shall not apply. While the G.O. surfaced in
the public domain only on September 27, strikingly, the Public Department’s designated authorities
under the RTI Act had instantly begun citing it to deny information to applicants as early as September
22. This betrayed a system that is shy of investing in transparency. Unsurprisingly, State Law Minister
C.T.R. Nirmalkumar was initially defensive about the government’s unilateral decision, which, in any case,
required the State to have it placed before the legislature (Section 24 (5), RTI Act). He claimed that the
ambit of the exemption was not sweeping enough to shield the entire department, but was intended to
prevent the sharing of sensitive information relating to district-level inquiries into incidents of communal
clashes and the like. However, shortly thereafter, he announced the G.0.’s withdrawal, without explaining
why.

While the State’s afterthought is welcome, the episode has again exposed the political class’s penchant for
maintaining secrecy in administrative affairs. Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay, whose promise of change
came as a breath of fresh air, should have known better. It is concerning that the establishment desired to
insulate itself from transparency by amending an Act which, in any case, emphatically enables non-
disclosure of information through a long list of exemptions under Section 8. Even otherwise, designated
information officers of central/State institutions have displayed an uncanny skill in being economical
with the truth, delaying responses or bouncing off queries from RTI Act applicants, citing vague reasons.
Besides, concerns about the Digital Personal Data Protection Act diluting the RTI Act further have been
widely articulated. It is worrying that the Satark Nagrik Sangathan’s 2024-25 report card on Information
Commissions found a backlog of over 41,000 appeals and complaints before the Tamil Nadu State
Information Commission (TNSIC), as of June last year. Yet, the TNSIC is functioning with only half of its
sanctioned eight Information Commissioners and has no Chief Information Commissioner. Instead of
seeking to defeat the intent of a piece of legislation enacted to empower citizens with access to
information, the Tamil Nadu Government would do well to strengthen the TNSIC. After all, only an
administration that does not fear transparency can be the true harbinger of change.
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Time runs short for Iran and America

Both Tehran and Washington must hear the bell toll as mistrust grows and global
economies falter.

Mahesh Sachdev, [ Retired Indian Ambassador, specialising in West Asian and oil issues ]

It may be tempting to see the recent jerky resumption of negotiations between the Islamic Republic of
Iran (IRI) and the United States as déja vu. Similar attempts resulted in the June 17 Memorandum that
unravelled within weeks, and the two belligerents resumed their respective blockades of the Strait of
Hormuz and Iranian ports.

A different moment now

So, what is different this time? They have both realised that time is not on their side. Their respective
domestic considerations make continuation of the seven-month-old war costly and unsustainable. In the
short run, going by the past pattern, September 26 saw United States President Trump's dismissal of
Iran's seven-point proposal, which may be an opening gambit seeking better terms and sequencing.
While the Iranian initiative may betray their economic desperation, it also showcases their
reasonableness to the Trump sceptics in America and the region who regard his “War of Choice” against
[ran as ill-begotten.

The November 3 mid-term congressional elections could upend Mr. Trump as a lame duck. Iranian
hardliners, too, need to exhaust this option to justify their aggressiveness. In the longer run, Mr. Trump
needs to salvage his legacy to match his extravagant promises. Similarly, the Iranian theocrats need to
keep Gen Z engaged and avoid regional blowback from the coagulating mistrust. Thus, while retaining
their braggadocio about final victory, each needs to move away from its maximalist obduracy and seek a
“Hudna” or temporary peace. The impact of the unfolding imbroglio on the two belligerents as well as on
Israel and Gulf states must be examined.

Statistically, the U.S. has a quantitative premium and staying power vis-a-vis Iran: It has three times the
population, 85 times the GDP and 20 times the military budget. Iran is also at a disadvantage in quality
and modernity of weaponry, although its asymmetric strategy has blunted that edge. Washington has
weaponised ‘Operation Economic Outcast’ against the already “maximum sanctioned” Iranian economy.
Yet, the IRI has not “capitulated”, and the U.S. itself faces inflation, ammunition depletion and isolation.
Battle asymmetry aside, their respective combat histories are relevant. The Iran war has been an outlier
from the usual U.S. military doctrine of battle dominance through “shock-and-awe”, tech superiority, and
leveraging its global primacy through the global politico-financial architecture. The last battle that the
U.S. fought as an underdog was its war of independence nearly 250 years ago, and hubris haunts it now.
In contrast, Iranians have often been the underdogs to Greeks, Byzantines, Arabs and Ottomans. More
recently, British and American manipulation for oil, and Iraq's 1980 invasion of a fledgling IR], still frame
[ranian political discourse.
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Their Shia sect being a minority among the Sunni Muslims reinforces their sense of virtues in suffering
and martyrdom. The legacy has made the IRl more determined to face enemies with grit, guile and
gumption.

The political ecosystem in Iran is hardened, with dissent stifled and externalised to demonised America
and Israel as the two Satans. Mr. Trump has been less successful in getting Americans and the allies
abroad behind his trenchant anti-Iran rhetoric. This is partly due to his divisiveness, lack of coherent
endgame strategy and inability to protect his allies’ security and economy. Triggering a decapitating war
that ignored Iranian politico-military resilience and retaliatory capacity was a strategic blunder. It risked
the closure of the two vital maritime choke points, rising hydrocarbon prices, and threatened to push
American “hyperpower” into a forever conflict against a middle-ranked, but determined, Iran. Similarly,
his recent strategy of inflicting economic pain on Iranians may also fail by making them rally around the
flag. Occasional tanker attacks and the ongoing Yemen-Saudi scrimmage notwithstanding, seven months
on, the two belligerents are currently licking their wounds.

Uncertain path ahead

Two formidable unknowns loom before some educated projections can be made about the U.S.-Iran
conundrum. First, although the Iranian seven-point proposal is based on the June 17 Islamabad
memorandum, its precise contents are foggy. Second, the failure of the Islamabad memorandum,
subsequent tit-for-tat attacks, the U.S. blockade, Operation Economic Outcast and fire-eating rhetoric
since June 17 have deepened mutual mistrust, raising the bar for the modus vivendi required for a peace
deal. These negatives are balanced by awareness that the continued stalemate would lead to a shared
perdition of a hostile Congress blockading Mr. Trump and anti-establishment demonstrations pulling the
rug under the Mullahs.

Under a positive scenario, both sides can breathe easier and develop greater mutual empathy. Failure of
the June 17 Grand Bargain would have presumably made them more realistic and incremental. So,
instead of a race to the bottom, each would need to reluctantly adopt a “Live and Let Live” approach.
Despite Mr. Trump’s rejection, signs, such as the Iranian leaders extending their stay in New York,
Tehran’s flexibility about controlling the Strait of Hormuz and the use of Qatari mediation instead of
alacritous Pakistani generals, seem tentatively positive. To be effective and beneficial to both sides, the
deal would have to last at least till November 3, the election date.

Even if this band-aid deal allows the two belligerents to staunch the haemorrhage temporarily, what
guarantees its long-term sequel, say, after the Congressional elections? The IRI and the U.S. are certain to
use the interregnum to “recharge their batteries” and get ready for the next round. Their mutual
scepticism and contentious issues such as the nuclear and missile programmes, and the proxy non-state
actors could impede any progress towards permanent normalisation. A “high noon” can be expected by
mid-November.

The sequel would depend on which of the two belligerents is able to hold his flock together. An inherently
unpredictable Mr. Trump may only suspend the gamut of anti-Iran measures and keep his forces
deployed in the region. Similarly, Iran is unlikely to let go of control of the Strait of Hormuz as future
deterrence. To dissuade him from resuming military kinetics, Iran has already unveiled its possible
escalatory ladder that includes advanced weaponry, a possible al-Houthi blockade of Bab al-Mandeb,
retaliatory attacks on America’s Gulf allies and hints of pre-emptive strikes. Simultaneously, Tehran has
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sought a regional diplomatic reset through an interim supervisory arrangement with Oman on the Strait
of Hormuz, to be endorsed by other Gulf littoral states.

Wider regional consequences

The past two years have brought Israel and Iran into two direct no-holds-barred wars. Intense drone and
missile attacks have convinced Israeli public opinion that Iran constitutes an existential threat. On its
part, Iran is unlikely to forgive the Lesser Satan for the assassination of its last Supreme Leader. Their
resultant intense regional geopolitical competition, particularly in the Levant, would outlast any Tehran-
Washington peace deal, giving their two-millennia-old civilisational animus a new edge. Although the
October 27 Knesset elections may see hawkish anti-Iran Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu replaced,
any successor is likely to be hostile to an Iran pursuing a nuclear duality. Iran can be expected to rely on
its proxies and asymmetric arsenal to create a balance of power with Israel equipped with state-of-the-
art U.S. weapons. In the long run, time would favour the one with better innovative skills. While Israel is a
“Startup Nation”, Iran has also been impressively inventive under pressure.

Other regional countries in the Arabian Peninsula, Iraq and Jordan, were caught in the crossfire and
suffered considerable collateral damage under Iranian retaliation. Their hydrocarbon exports and other
economic activities have been stifled. In most cases, their extensive forex reserves are likely to help them
tide over the turbulence. However, their long-standing security reliance on the U.S. would call for a
thorough reappraisal. Among the uncertainties they need to tackle is the future of oil, now more tightly
tied to geopolitics than the supply-demand equilibrium.

In this war, “time” has emerged as an element even more slippery and opaque than oil.
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ST fohar §1 TSET 3M9er wete Tffeor & 9 R shar afafd § 3k &7 ster 3maer 3@
2,843 Wt el 3R Stor el Fr FRET aar g1 390 & g TUT hdd A9 &F & fov
e g1 H1 o wEr Q@ BATCRN Gumell @ Al iR HHETT W Ao’ g W AT 3T
gfd 3wer 767 &1

5 Hsth, TeTidoToll IRIATSAT AT YT IMAART & BRI FTART TR R R Beld g1 olfchet
ST GolleT AT ¢ ST W o SNfQ@H Jod § 7 & ¥ FHS 39 & 3R 3797 3w 787 & I8 9
I f&RIT # 3T & Sollehl (SI3IEEIA) W USal ¢ S 3l g@ik T H Bld ¢l I§ Ueh aramrd
HHAT §, 3ATAT RATERT aRTATIRT dF & TIET0T, adieds 3R fGea &1 gaee e arg Hee
fohar SITaT aTRu|

TI&T0T 31 RHACH, SRaAL, STl HR STA&HAT T &M Xl g ol W Ager gerpt # qret, Histel
3R ot gRaT @R o 81 SEHE dged &1 &7 T 37 Wkl &1 Ugel @ 3ferel oErar § foierehr
A AdT T ST Fha! 3R TFR IATHRI, AQ@H-3MRT FAeaT 3R I799 W FRas &
SIRA 37¢ A Al &1 Yorafsl T Tt 3nfdes arfafaferat &1 serar &ar & it 9gish & 3feehel
gl S ¥ Hed arell Tdee AT Gohid-3ielehel Jiader o feei@s o & 10 seora fagad
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frT & T8 SRAT I S8Tl el T ol HTUGT T 3NfeThiAer scfosia (T3MMS)-3menid STy
deh TS 1 A § foh fder fhe 910 g7 39 oY oerereT 8 9y AT Reat fAerdr g

Ush HHA-GT el dlell HEAT F1 fagR QT &1 T A5 FIAA AT IJETefdr arel Tk fIAv dqg
o a¥ 1993 #H RHATeT e wifteor (vadiv) 3R v AT RaAreT av fr Awmer $r o
ay 2018 & Afa 3 F gFfcad e & fov RaEey witeRor & a9 @ 3R & 9Rwe
T ST fhATI HRT T bl T 30 T H THST @I § WX A7 330 a 0 A gean
T S8 & 9O 9T THERUT F ghihd H dcod & faU Yicdgdd, SRy 3R i dreed
Il Toh IUSR-HUeel AT fdehra WIftehior ag €T g ol & Sf g cgaedr & Sifes
Tgal 1 &THT & fov Sareeg &, Sus uw te W e, gl dafae eear 3R o
YT I SFaEAT &l

TISIT & 9TF sl do dolel dTell Teh FATIT fad NYUT T ATEIH gl a1fev fF@H doic 4 Heg,
3YAANAT oo, TRFEATTHT T Farit & AT ot 3R AT oo anfdrer &l

TIET H DA & IR S A HET 29l Fifeh AT gddATer ¢ oE & &1 fRHEee,
AT Aurel 3R =T & i el § 3R 3ver w1 @A o AT & A wed Ifew § g
AT &1 gRRT 3 &R & g1 Aurel R o & Ay FgAeT T eV § sHfaw aer 3R
ffHee W 7oR WA iR AT W Ydigell S Sl AT W HIad RAS a8 d Y& gl
aifgel @y &, gy 3o AT & Ty dFfAe FEAer 3R IR @Enm = fr oufear
HAWSEY Thrhd 9T Jaered g & TIRY AR @elr =g Tl

TIHR JHehel TGATORI I FI&T e T Fehcll| S ST YTST H SiaTel IT STel-UGOT &1F &l surd ¢
3¢ ARl goTehl T fAe gl gl 3R S6 § GRET & deo P AT Al Herar| Tg qHEr
g Al & AT §H WHR § SR U RATGEST Sefoee aolla @1 god &d &1 Ig e
TIATEROT AT G@HT & fAT §rcleT T Faedl TR LM 3R gHS fIv TR, WU 3R
forslt gl &1 Teh a1y e

ferArerg e tar aIRFufadr d7 & foas faT 3reer-3reeT aig & @AY= i STWd gl dead,
3eRrEs AR RAfFHRA v & 99d 97 #1 RGEar § AR F@T i HcHaer R FEAT sgd e
3efar 81 & ST <ol AIST # Hehd ¢ 98 & W dF & oU Farecs Teh G821l fapfdd #RaT &
faaor 0T ST W AGT RAT ST FhaT S oPNAR e W@ Ell
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Sfeer wasf ¥ 3usl dARasw sfEuRar

T WS

Date: 29-09-26

g8 o &, I8l ol erederd & Feu AR Ay H T & SIRT Fepsg dr fEen ygfa 3R enfa &
3TeRTET T 3SAPR fhar ATl 3T 3 SR W Jeor 17 FATCA il T AT & g7 o T &1 Johel IR &
& 9 gey AY af § e Mwd g § 3R AeT-gd A 3ARE g & F fiw A ¥ S wuy A
dRge fEeRar &1 AR e W =T &

ATl hadl TE oKl foh Jgu &a WA g, ik Ig & b 3myfas gfaar & enfd i a§ oendr gaeir
ST FAT gl o W 81 AR & §0 & GO g9 & A 8T ool A gl 99 YA W T gHel
el & @1 arar § 6 30 aRe 3T gk @ I g AR FRIC 1wl el & o del i Ald g sk
memﬁaﬂﬁwﬂq@l

IJg AT 0 THY §M,mwﬁ18320mﬁmw%gﬂﬁﬁﬁalwﬁm
uﬁ@ﬁ?mﬁﬁgdlqﬁwbcagﬁd gIider foham 31X 450 HeEdT STAT # 355 HIE Siidel &l Telled
fohar| goT Ierdl 1 hAToleT & I & §rg HUA A 3R AT & fov Tl & Hohd & & H A
fora, Stefeh erael 3R Fo ghdeTht @ Tl Gihar W Fare 3o10|

Igl gaATd A Jeur T Tg TANT Ueh 31eeT YT TST Il ¢ o F1 & AT § gl & Jeut & =i
IR e RN Toh-gE A Sl MEUS F 3 S § o anifar i Freer oA 9 f@wed Sl 872
$aHT 3T fondll Teh 2T I AT & YagR & 7161, dfesh 3T HAWSET qaedT # eIl g, Sigl GIe,
T, TETE 3N RIS B T # 3o g% §1 Aeg-qd H Rl 3@ Sfeerdr 1 3k serd B

IARFT IR ST & T o FEY F g oA i AR AT w1 g war 7 g ¥@ g &
Ageaqul o AR F F v §1 SHS WU A TGN HT HE Fad IR & W & A& gz, afew
e, 39, STETerET, A AR IYf-caaEdT F TIRT IHAT THIT GI-GY dF TgA ¢l ARG IR KT H
meﬁ?ammﬁaﬁgé,ﬁﬁmwwmﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁwdldlﬁd AT §eller 9¥ 3780
qoT HEATT gl §oF FehT E

geet &1 3myfad A I § 6 3% e sEa ARt & 3 ed o §1 F gey A W Feol
& T g1 ¥, 39 37 Fol-G&Tl, ARG AW, OEfdeh FHEE, Y- @ell 3R dehellehl Teed st
et o mfder g1 a1¢ 81 g&er 31 g gl & &Y Jeur & NS shael 3w Tard gierm Bl
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et T geeT deth {a, et fare ik ey afed-adere ot Ageaqol e e € AR I
o 3o & T ¢ 1% geu e oer f@uar 8, 386 i geuRone ot 3aa & s gid o &
SHHT F31 SIS Jeusd ¥ ST H A ARRE #f 3oar Bl Foll & &F ded g, IRage Hgem g g,
@iy TET T HIAd FHIaT Bl § 3N TR o7 1 g7 Fewn A & oy @i R gAATT W
G g 9T €1 JeH dhaol et R gFAART Y g FreraT| 98 Iudrel, faedrerd, ¥seh, UsIR 3R
AT arelr difedt dHr GHEGATHT @ 8 et o §

for eroter & |Ag & gy & HAel veTeha AR fewrs &ar a1l 37T g, fAamse, aget gae 3R
el gl & AN Jeur T WATHT 1 Yool T &3 &1 Rl T & & I YF §§ FRAS F I F&
gl Hel & qE HEledId & SRl 3 3 oielt &7 fSigal W g5 FeheTl gl

g 319 Shdel AT T G ofST S, IR HIAT TGN, Feang, Foi-Arel R rdegaeadr off g g
qey faf [&ufa qa der gl §, o9 geerd vell & swr 7 «ifa 3 Sl X doy arr-ary el
Hare &1 3der gic &, ALIEY TfhT g1 8, TgFd Tsg A 9gd gl g, Afhad q@ll 3R =7 dunr 3k
gH ST TBd 81 ARG day & o veh 3R aiddid & TEd T o ® 8 3N g@ll 3R g1
STEHTT AT Fll T Pl AT G AT §3T &

gl Ig A ol $f 3T FAE Bem fh §X ey dhao A3 HI FT T AT RGN ST H Tl 4
Tl &1 0O foshy 3R areafds §-Tsfellicih SIfeedi3i 1 @3 971 & 81 e o Tomiifar 3K geur
I HE FhRT g1 ST Hehcl| TeATd! FHI-HMRON, STeTald, TSET FRET & Tofiid AR wAged AT e
AARET Hg SR faeer =it & Haell I FIidd acr &1 3ARST A FHTidd ALIEY FoArg Fae) 7 §
3R ST e AT ol TET TsTellicleh SE ool 81 Tohl gl

fagsa 7 & & o gegt o1 fAvige fas & fow o® fhar Srar @, 9 3R fAviasd Ad a% 9§69 &
Tl UIl| Th gHe GAR §HA & STeH &dT §, TRl 37l HRars & AR Jofdr § 3R R araha &
AT % Tgaenl Tl H IO Ffod & I &l TH TP H TIH FASIN AT W ALTRD & el &,
fSad | R Aasa IR &, @R gh 9 & S §, e sear Ther A o o 3R SR
Vot 1 TSieah #gems & garg A el S &

3TST GfelaT &l shael JEHTARIA HT 81, Jotl HT Toliliad & STEY bl T refentioes gfve H1 T Bl
dear Aaferd el IS T FR&T FT A & Tehell 8, offched TATRAY T dhael fAART & g1 31| 30*
forT @are, aREdRer et & IR, Ifiw FgAer R faarel & AewEiias gaTer H sTor @l

el & 3 shdel dd g g, S AAS ol dg & oY, Siosh 38 dad gial g, o9 #F & SHE
T, GfNer & S9Tg ST 3R fa=er v Setg goAfaTor & Ao A& g aRell ereerd AT Fe
AR oifd” & T Alfel TR # FUHT 3elchy A Sl Toll H Y& & el AR AlTddr 3eTel
9 & qocht @I 6 e oA F=i FAET gl | Teele, 9 q@e T ¢ R gl F wifa el wa &
foT frE R & 9Ir Al &1 3R ISR 1T B
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