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Carbon Question

Who should cut emissions first? The developed world, which has the biggest hand in
climate change

TOI Editorials

Fossil fuel use took off with the Industrial Age, and all those carbon
emissions gradually made Earth warmer. So much so that, in 2015, at
COP21, countries agreed to try and limit warming to 1.5°C over pre-
industrial levels. But we're struggling. The 12 months from Feb 2023
toJan 2024 were 1.52°C warmer. And this month, UN has warned that
we’ll probably overshoot the target long-term by 2030. Something
needs to be done urgently, and some rich nations think India should
make the start because it is the third-largest carbon emitter now.
Which is true, but the argument itself is absurd.

Yes, India is only the third-largest emitter, despite being the most

populous country. More importantly, although it is home to 18% of
world population, India is responsible for only 3.5% of global carbon emissions over the past 270-odd
years. That's the point PM Modi made at an NGT conference in Delhi on Saturday. So, for the rich world to
expect developing countries to slam the brakes on industrialisation, power generation, etc is patently
unfair. Consider this: tiny UK, where the Industrial Age started, is responsible for 4.3% of all-time
emissions, and US alone has emitted almost one-fourth of all carbon.

As Modi said, a fair comparison is only possible with per capita emissions. How much carbon does the
average Indian emit in a year, vis-a-vis an average American? It's 2.2 tonnes vs 14.2 tonnes. Forget the
West, India’s per capita emissions aren’t even close to the global average of 4.7 tonnes. Since emissions are
a proxy for prosperity - the kind of house you live in, appliances you use, vehicle you drive - aren’t Indians
entitled to the same high standards of living?

Yet, India has honoured its COP21 commitments better than rich nations. It promised that 40% of its
installed power capacity by 2030 wouldn’t use fossil fuels, and met the target 9 years early. And India does
not aspire to the wasteful living standards of the West. All it wants is to achieve a good quality of life for all
its citizens, while moving towards net-zero by 2070. It’s already working to reduce the emissions intensity
of GDP, and planting forests to act as a massive carbon sink. So, instead of preaching to India, developed
nations should acknowledge their historical responsibility for climate change, and start reducing their
emissions fast.
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Serious escalation

The new U.S. law on Russian oil imports carries more legal weight
Editorials

The U.S. Russia Sanctions Act, now signed into law by President Donald Trump, and its resultant impending
tariffs, present a new and substantially different escalation of tensions between the U.S. and India. The law
provides the U.S. President the authority to levy tariffs of up to 100% on countries such as India that import
large quantities of Russian oil and gas. This is more serious than the penal tariffs that Mr. Trump had levied
earlier. The escalation last year of reciprocal tariffs to 50% on India’s import of Russian oil was based on
an Executive Order, and could be rescinded through the same method. This latest Act has been passed by
the U.S. Congress and so carries a higher order of legal permanence and authority. Mr. Trump will have to
justify in writing to Congress any waiver he wants to provide. The 50% tariffs hit Indian exports to the U.S.
hard, but the impact was somewhat mitigated by exporters sharing the cost with their American customers.
That was, however, a financially devastating and unsustainable bid to retain customers. Sharing a 100%
tariff will be impossible for India’s largely micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME) exporters. The
100% tariffs are also over and above the 10% ‘“forced labour’ tariffs and the 50% Section 232 tariffs on
steel and aluminium. Indian exports to the U.S. will simply become too uncompetitive should these new
tariffs come to pass. India has three options before it: cut Russian oil imports, retain those imports and
bear the tariffs, or convince the U.S. to implement a low tariff using the “up to 100%” phrasing of the law.

Continuing with Russian oil imports and bearing the tariffs would be a significant blow to India’s export
ambitions and MSMEs. The U.S. is India’s largest export destination, accounting for about 20% of its total
goods exports. In any case, historical data have shown that India has usually complied with U.S. pressure
to cut oil imports from particular countries, including from Russia, vocal claims of strategic autonomy
aside. Finding other sources will be difficult. Russia accounted for more than 51% of India’s oil imports as
of July 2026, while supplies through the Strait of Hormuz remain constrained. India will have to chivvy
countries such as Oman to hasten their expansion of alternative ports. The price of oil remains well above
$100 a barrel, meaning finding favourable deals with new suppliers will be increasingly difficult. Union
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal will have much to do during his planned trip to the U.S. at the end of this
month for the G-20 Trade Ministerial. There are still 30 days before the U.S. can levy its tariffs. India’s ability
to secure a low rate will be a true test of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s friendship with Mr. Trump.
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India’s NGOs at a new funding crossroads

India’s non-governmental organisations must navigate shifting foreign and domestic
funding sources

Pushpa Sundar, [ The author of several books on philanthropy, with the latest title being *Giving
with A Thousand Hands: The Changing Face of Indian Philanthropy |

When the first Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) was passed in 1976, a government of a different
political hue was in power from the one that has now proposed the more fierce FCRA Amendment Bill,
2026. But the underlying political apprehensions were similar — the fear that foreign powers could
destabilise the country by funding civil society organisations (non-governmental organisations or NGOs).
In the present case, there is also an unstated fear of religious conversions by Christians and other religious
minorities. The Bill is yet to be enacted because of strong reactions by the Opposition parties and several
civil society groups, particularly Christian organisations.

The government claims that the flow of foreign funds into India’s NGO sector operates as a vast, intricate
and opaque web. Under the banners of development, human rights and social welfare, thousands of crores
of unmonitored capital pour into the country every year. Much of this money deliberately bypasses state
accounting mechanisms and finds its way into politically charged campaigns, highly selective local
advocacy, and aggressive proselytisation and religious conversion networks.

Proposed legislation, the concerns

Under the proposed legislation, if an FCRA certificate is cancelled, surrendered or automatically lapses,
foreign contributions and all assets created from them would vest in a government-appointed "designated
authority”. The organisation can recover the assets if registration is restored within the prescribed period.
Permanent vesting will occur only if registration is not restored within that period. The Bill also provides
for revision and an appeal to the District Judge.

If a fresh certificate is not obtained within the prescribed period, the assets could be sold or transferred to
a government department, with the proceeds going to the Consolidated Fund of India. However, during the
provisional-vesting period, restoration of registration results in return of assets and unused foreign
contribution.

NGOs, especially Christian organisations, which the government says receive a larger proportion of the
funds among religions associations, are worried that the legislation may not be religion-neutral and that,
ultimately, the real sufferers would be the beneficiaries served by such charitable organisations, which
have established and operate numerous schools, hospitals, old-age care homes and similar institutions. As
some leaders from the northeast and tribal areas have pointed out, such institutions are sometimes the
largest or only providers of these services in many areas.

Already, the FCRA registrations of 22,496 NGOs have been cancelled since 2015, leaving about 14,466
active registered associations eligible to receive foreign contributions (Ministry of Home Affairs data,
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September 2026). In fact, the amounts received are larger than those in 2006-07 (312,289.6 crore from
private international donors), the last year for which data were available when this writer wrote the book,
Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs: Problem or Solution? (2010).

So why the protests? The fact is that different sources of funding have a differential impact on organisations
and their effectiveness because, as the saying goes, "He who pays the piper calls the tune".

Though in total, the volume of foreign aid to NGOS is small compared with government budgets, and only
a small proportion of NGOs receive such aid, it is highly valued because it is not only an alternative source
of funding but also more flexible than government funding, with fewer restrictions on how it can be used.
It is generally tailored to an NGO's needs through discussions between the NGO and the donor.

The book, Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs, which is based desk research and interviews with several NGOs,
large and small, suggests that while a few organisations felt that foreign aid had adverse consequences,
such as encouraging the adoption of ideas and practices from abroad that were unsuited to Indian
conditions, most felt that foreign funds had contributed to India's development and, in particular, to the
growth of the voluntary sector. They had brought in new ideas, techniques, technologies and organisational
improvements. In the absence of adequate government funding and private philanthropy, foreign aid had
played a positive role.

Need for funding diversity

Today, however, given political events in neighbouring countries and elsewhere in the world, and without
being privy to the secret sources of information that the government has about the destabilisation role
played by foreign money, it is difficult to pass a definitive judgment on the need for and value of foreign aid
today.

There can be no doubt that a vibrant and independent civil society is necessary for a healthy democracy
and for preventing the abuse of unrestrained political power by any one section of society. Plural sources
of funding are also necessary to ensure that civil society is not dependent on any one source.

But equally, one can question whether foreign funds are the only answer to the needs of civil society today.
First, the voluntary sector is more developed now. Second, the situation regarding foreign aid itself has
changed. Bona fide foreign donors are themselves moving away from giving to India because of their own
economic difficulties and the perception that India, which is aiming to become the world's third-largest
economy, no longer needs aid from them.

Third, the domestic non-government funding environment has also improved. According to the Forbes
2026 list, there are 3,332 billionaires in the world, of whom 229 are in India, giving it the third-largest
number after the United States and China. The amount they donate to philanthropy has also increased.
According to the India Philanthropy Report by Bain & Company, private philanthropy was projected to
reach 1.43 lakh crore ($16 billion) in FY 2025. In addition, there is retail giving of about 237,000 crore
annually.

The downside is that, according to the same report, demand is growing faster than supply, with projections
indicating that the gap could reach X18 lakh crore ($210 billion) by 2030.
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Moreover, new philanthropists, especially entrepreneurs and technology leaders, are shifting away from
traditional areas towards ecosystem building, scientific research, higher education and complex
institutional support.

This is undoubtedly good news for social and economic change, but bad news for NGOs delivering
traditional education, health and social welfare services.

A glimmer of hope for such NGOs is that, following the Companies Act, 2013, which made corporate social
responsibility (CSR) spending compulsory for companies above a certain size, CSR spending by such listed
companies was *22,563 crore in FY25, up 17.5% (latest CRISIL report).

Since many companies do not have the internal competency to undertake social development, they rely on
NGOs as partners. Although many companies are moving into environmental and other emerging areas,
many still find the traditional areas of health, education and rural development more meaningful.

A new opportunity

So if, in the ultimate analysis, the government does decide to limit foreign funding, the future need not be
bleak if Indian domestic philanthropy steps up to fill the gap.

However, indigenous donors, and the government in particular, must become more responsive to the needs
of NGOs, learn from foreign donors some of the practices that made their aid so sought after, and engage in
more serious dialogue on funding practices, as distinct from development issues, to improve those
practices and address the dissatisfaction on both sides. Ultimately, it is the innate generosity that is
dormant in hundreds of dedicated Indians that will change the dynamics of development in India, not
foreign aid, which at best can be the cherry on the cake.
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HIFA AYUT (TIHTS) & IS - JhdAE S Tl dl $Hb AEHA &H

Y & YE & IS W, Afhed 39 958 o TR R S oA &,

2 38 CEHL T g o STeg of 3U%h STAHATS Pl ol Dls T
AT 7 oS 7S, A gwar AR F g5 FHRAT ¥ AR o

Q Ul o T3 @ FHIST & 3HfEcdcd & AT € @RT e & Fehll

€l U1 & Th Teholel BT H YHW ARG T3S Huell TYIuS
& aRTs GaT WMuhc ¢ 5al ePIAIR & fhar g1 3efer grar
¢ & 3wl $o ot A W & FROT FHT & HRdcd W
e HT IRIFH gF Hrag § 3fes g1 grelifer I8 e deuifas
e g1 T H 38 dAee §9 & JATOIT Afasaaroft g7 AT ST ThdT g, olfched T e ST
qad Sa1eT fe@ @1 8,98 § b U3ng SAmEl dr Faneide deftr 3R 3ue At & IEd # ehiac
dar T W@ Bl

ARG & =g AT A oo EaAT S AT & doT RAAT 928 & Toh Hagel #F 8 7o) S|
g8 & AI ST AACEN o 2026-27 & A&T0h a¥ & AT N-Tehol A 3Tadl FeT deh e
CART 'JeRfed TG & FEAATA G AUk o9 &1 gl 3H Iidee & gk H A & Hd Bg o
faeandt 3meer| arg & 9T A EheT A AT H 3R 3T fAegey & fAefdat # arer
# 2l IR TS AT U ST ATelluelicHs FAS A Flel & cqaedr & g1 Jg el Uh
deheiieh - TaRIE lwo wET &, 9fesh TURNT TR & e & o 9gel Sedl & e ardel-Hagi
IR dr@st QST 38% d1¢ d T3S doheileh HI AGUET & STAATAT Y 9IUer| gl Hl TGel adT
3T Feet & AT 39eT fRAETHT 3R AT F[STa T ST gl g1 AT DI Tl @ WIS ¥ T
& @1 S TIfgul 58 haS & Uk HAgcaqul ugel I8 o § TR Rewier 3 soger fawme @ @
faeaTidat W Ig U o) #AET geiT| TE a8 e &, oI #RA # o HASTT I 3maedehr gl

Igl Farel giaer 3R A@er & T B HT g1 SieRied TIHE IURUN o qLhT A SAARy g
el I AT AT &1 AT 81 Solehl Hee @ 1S o facardl #Agst o s # fAser forgar
ThdT &, IO & FaTcll I FATUT AT Fehell ¢, fohdll & &I ARIM IR FIET Fhl §, T
hr AT Tl Tl § 3R A I 6T ™A Teh Yol T Fohell &1 HIX TgT Ueh IS Farel
et g & foh e U gl 3R Awelr 1 v g a1 8 gl i 3nfdes gerfar 3k favg saaR
foT &\ w arer 3w g Ud A Haes HT BT Tophee 33 - 2026' RAE 56
IR &1 3R fAAY &7 F €T Eelrell §1 58d A, AT Sierfed T3is ' Fgraar @ fagzndf
JER 3 FIR X Fohdl &, Aot a1 3T Tg AET 6 3oThr areciias @@ off 301 & 9EeR g
gl
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FS IJETYAT H Y11 IRAT & T3 b TG F SgcR Je el el arel faezmdt sraer odem & Wos
ST &1 T3S Y Aeg o &1 3T § R S A I F ARSI Fr wr o1, g JAMeT A \fg RIw
| 8T 3R dFheled & ST TET 3ol Bh g Th dTd I HIS Hidcd IS UG 3HA Y FHS
H aFd o Fhll ¢, dfche] TS UMV Hgol $© Uohs H 3HH ARIY GAR I Hehcl &1 58
SfhaT & AT T FT4T B, dAfdhd Farer & 6 a1 ReT &7 35T gAAT gAY T § 2 R
hidel FHATIT YT elSHell, ITeld 3t &oll, SITRT HITRAR ST, fehclld Gieter, a7 & g8 3R 3idd:
qu@mmﬁﬁmwﬁwélmvmﬁmeﬁaﬁﬁqsaé’rww
3R TEIT R §, A gl 3o% o o7 TRl §, W 3H T TgTe Y Sefed IHE gy & S|
A YA TS ¥ 18T, 386 FAIYE 3 3rfaasqot sedaArer & ¢ safav s=ai ik RFeafacare
& faeafiat & T & Av & @ 3R A& geml ol gvd S H, i, J6, Heder iR
ATATTSIR hierel 38 fafld g W@ 8ld 81 3o¢ A&7 & U el il ST &, TguTST & IrTeHd
gl @ &, 87 & foEar &, Fgel gear ¢ 3R Fafi-pslY st 39X e Afder off glar §1 3 gai
3137 fRuet &1 fRwar g

dewifdes d W A AT H HIREN & dgd o> S AR, 7 6 HIRE S S S A
B AT X fSIT ST| Aheiler T 3UANT STTAT FTeTh ST 918 ot & forw =81, afee 3aehT &7 dr
do & fav frar S =wifRel g, g s dR-UR @ AN i @ aedt @ & g
3T & Thell & fAT TG U3g AgATEel IR 1 1 58 B8 WHW MUR g, St fRiator
Uq HE= &1 GfehdT, AleTd Ud ATATTSIRdT, TRERICT, fsaetdT, fSieaery 3R fasrar i grar anfae
g1 8 g e &1 RAaT fasmer off Thell 3R wlelsll & TS & FEId sEAATT & fav se1 &
faer 3R Siefis duer HAFR S Heel W YR Al 3Ty T QT g1 I 95 3
hddl 'THTS AIfRU AT G T gl I I3 gl Harel ¢ & frE 37 &, [T 36527 A, fhdelr AT #
3R fFEdT RIRET & w3ng & ufAeTor AT ST 2 gIRT & ot sEt 3MUR W) Usa et wans
AT Fr 3TaIHAT gl

grfAes AT & TAOX W AT TG, Uea-Ta@sy, VT 3R TaaT A [Frifd e & wafAesdr
ar Sl Tifgw| AreafAw e & T W TS ATERAT YE @, Afhd IR 3T A F Tl IR
A3 3R NTEAT F TR H FHASTAT ST ST g1 3T heTAT H TS T [efeh- AT 3ggr
gl 3 Taeafdcarery ¥R W 58 dehelleh &l Al 7 Hodiched YU Tdeh AT el T HTERThdT
gl He8 Fgeaqut a1d Ig ¢ 6 et @ o 30 aRada & &g 7 wr o, grfd v g R
I HAST ARG $H a1 § T g1 gran foh gAR faeAiAAt & ard fohderr afeaeme wns g, sfow
SHY I BT fF UNTE 3 g &F ddslg 9 T&d fahae watH g
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58 &1 W AN HFLAT S § & FHelpelex o 0T T FATCT 6T o, FegeX o gefdr i FAed
T8 fFar 3R Sctae o Rete A 3wEfe J8 sarr| vans off R8T Fr AT AGT FHIEMW, IOt
g 38 RILT &7 TgHIh TATC W, 3HAN AT & Tohelleh T & THA FATUA TEJT X
bl &, T TRA&T 1 1 3qA 9oaT e et g1 g feeT Rt gomely I8 3R Q@ oRE $ef Seah,
a9 S I FAEAT g 6T gl 6 03NS fRae efOwe g e g afew ag gl R gee Ay
F T JEAAE T & AT fFde 3aEX o g
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AMEY FT ST oTgl, AfQdT defaw

T 3reta, (I8 AET WifEThITAT, R )

RT & el &1 WX U8 & YR T A gaeAmit & Areyd ¥ fFar Swar &1 73 3R 749
gfous gayal & IRA A & IIEATT §A1S IS 8- ATAOT Searept & v garaa 3K sl &E &
forT <l TU AerI| g rTar FIS 3wg Ao FET §1 S deh WHR Tl JfegEen &7 o
IR T Fg, a9 d& FEY off e F aEr & JAST ST g

gTellToh, STeTITUTAT dg SUa¥AT SGol odl § 3R SHA 3 A HI STAHATA 8IdT g, [orgeT o IfaeeT
H off SI8T §- 'STI90TAT- ART | TATHTAR FF H Sl Sclloh AT &, 3oIh AdT SHHA TTEThT AT
¥ e T ggateT HT T T A T &7 gid &, FeT FH T FH 5,000 AT | 8, ATHEAT GAcd HH
T HH 400 TiFkd T FfhelieeT GIar & 3N FHASGT G HEET HT HA § HH 75 BT Gear
el BISH gAY FIAT 7 @1 Il §1 FoT ScAh! & 3felal dThl &1 ATHOT A S &1 39 e,
T WHR ¢aRT el 9 fhT St & HhT ggel FTeT0TT Agd STl &l Tgdled T oidl gl

dr &3, & NI 3R UH FY & MU-IF FH S AT T T FHr 7 g, oraewr ofvw § oo
HAT FAT IEH § 2 WA H USHIR IRET DA & SR A IRATWISA & 3R 3N ITFeFeledl W
Teh MEAAT|' 39 39 U H @ 9did ¢ o Ueh 'S0l Qe 39 Aaraay & v g7 s/
HTHT H ATHIOT &1F &7 FoIT BT g1 37 I Gargar f 3R g g, AT Sidel & A & 3oT
R SFT of9Tdr & 3R T Irefior W3t T AT IS F AT g gl

8



www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (21-Sept-26)

SoIhl Goll SGelel I hiell Uod WK odl ¢, 3R oWH Jdrad § & 3R 0T =1gr fohar i,
FLifeh gl & TEATAGT Y SFTeT SFH Yehled IT fASTA dTel Brgel ! Gl T T gl &, Tl 39=1T
3HR AT FT [BAY FLdr &, et T & sTaATT & S [AIAT A g g 3R T &F
M AT of F¥al & 379 Asleilicdeh HRUT gl ol o o TgT IdT o¢let & 9ag fohar § o aar
s NS FS IS AFac o §, 7R 3o¢ 30 AT F AT G oWl 3AF AAEF, I
AT 31T 8T, Sfosh Teld gaffereor 3R 3EHESAT sqaT Toig 1

g Ao T AR AGAARIOT FHTEAT RUIE, 2025' $H FHEIT W 7S A2l STefell 81 FRT JoTer
% Iolc HIFd TSg i AT AT {33l geerfar afEaat &1 veh dad ufshar & &9 & S@er 8, 3R
STIEEAT Telcd ammmmwwmgmwmmﬁ
G, EST, HEY-TTT &F AT M & § H dedl gl 3R 3§ AMGS H HARA W oE[ A, o Tl
oIl & T T &1 a37 BEAT Tge @ & Teheliehl T F A A Fobr g1 AT F o oA afEqat
H Seard & Trg-ary Agdr aRemyr &1 FIrar frar §, ofe 9IRa & Ares 3uRafda ) & oaw
38 e 1 Rersd Hfedca & 31 T §, ST6T F1A A ST Bim 8, AfheT T T F F9 A & IR
arfaa & & 2l

SHHT SATAEIRS AT US| I37H, 5dat T &1 & Ife Mg oiar AT §, ar 379Tell SAT0TAT
H ARG &1 A NEIET H FIEEd 30T W I AT ThdTl &1 Ig 3O 3T JSold &l AR, ST
UE @ & 8l V@1 &, o fob oAU YolrdeT AT fAHIOT &l 98 §H A & [ 38 HAleT W A ol HA
T &, TS0 3ot 3R 39 AT F 3o ¢ & 9 Fd 918 &1 9enaEfae o geoar &, ar 39
& 3R gl & NN & g F FIT deoig 3T g2

feFerd I&r & T §FRT FoAUSRT AT SH Hald &I Tl od ¢d & [T Agl dATaT =T &
STATed HIRAHH cTdT-37eldT HATAI! GART ITI-3e6T TR W TATT 1A 8, IR g HAATST 3791
IR &7 & fgae & ot dr aRemST a FXar g1 AGele, AHUT AT ATHOT Fhra
FHIATAT TATAT &, STafeh ABT ATHAT T HATGT AN Aoi=¥| AT FaEy sEdr &1 Feffeor [h
Teh AH 1 &, dfcsh ag JAE 8, S a9 a1 § 6 98l W@ arel oelt &l dler-aled dr gam ar
gfaeme At

frelt ama &1 TR Fava (AT g18-3, 3ieafde aiferar a1 fAAoT &It & &R agi i gemrafas
SUGEAT H deolld T FTH Ugel g TohaT &1 A0 & dearg raifhs 8iar &1 79d, 38 & Fis
TAId IR U §eldT g, 38 ITHT AA31 &1 o1d AT §¢ 8 JaT &, et ASA gof arelr
et FHe-we & el it g1 feersy Asiqll el arel URART &1 ARl 58 deord d A g0
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gicit, gfeh Wl HAREATT IR-Hare FfARTAAT H Feeol S §, STdfch HedOhRT Il
arEcd H gl IRART T & & fav qa1g a8 g

Ig ATHOT 3R AeT AT FT @A FA IT Uoh AT GRHANT 39eAlel T Jehleld el &, dfeh
AT UR & AT g1 7 Toh TaT A oier @ifge, S I8 giafRad w6 gerafae gafieor
O T IRaR T 37 GI&T Frawnsi 7 weldr 787 gl afee, T W ag @R gl

g8 ToIw, T-FellaTthaneieT (FiieRor & deold ) & ¢ Ush aF AT deh Hisial Tl &l qr=ir
SYIEUT o TG TS I GIAET &1 ST Fehell &1 SHH IRIET T IGIET ST Il qaded @ S Feell
g 3 3 grFart Y geraEfas g & HTUR W JdF &l & Told 30 FATIB & YR W JaF
ST Tl €, et Toe & T Gafd FEimA f wsna f S @ &) Harer 7% 76§ &
M 3 A & AT B gl a1 S0, dfesw g & fh ST &A 3@ Beh hr aRHATST argam, ar ga@dr
TP @3 AR HT FAT gRM? 3R FAT IRT T FAUTHRT T 39 S6oid & a1 FeH AT Fohar,
S HgF WSE & AN, Ggot 8 doil § 8 T 87
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