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Worldly Wise to Pick Up Languages Early

ET Editorials

Amit Shah is right about language being a fundamental way by which we understand a country, especially
the cultural-geographic region one lives in. A child raised speaking, hearing, reading and writing, say,
Gujarati, encounters a slightly different India from one raised in Tamil, Marathi, Malayalam or Punjabi.
Words arrive carrying luggage. They contain information, jokes, hierarchies, affections, insults, histories
and social arrangements. The Bengali ‘adda’, Hindi ‘jugaad’ and Tamil ‘anbu’ don’t merely label things but
also illuminate various shades of Indian — indeed, human — experience. Which is why Shah’s argument
for the ‘mother tongue’ — and for learning other Indian languages — should be extended beyond Indian
languages.

[f knowing Kannada can make an Assamese child’s India larger, knowing French, Arabic, Mandarin, Spanish
or Japanese can make her world larger still. Translation provides the map, while language lets you walk
the streets. The sensible educational ambition, therefore, should not be to replace English with Indian
languages, or Indian languages with English, but to produce children who are promiscuously comfortable
with several tongues. And start early.

Young children acquire languages with an enviable lack of ceremony: no terror of accents, adult
mortification at getting a pronunciation or gender wrong, or baggage. They listen, imitate, blunder,
proceed. By adolescence, language-learning too often becomes ‘homework’. By adulthood, a KRA. India’s
multilingualism shouldn’t be treated as sombre duty but as collecting language skills. Have children hone
their mother tongue. Then give them several stepmothers. The more languages they inhabit, the less
foreign the world becomes, and the more they grow confident.
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<Fq el & R AEY BIST ST HhaT § IS
i

FARHT IS FYAT TR & AREAT AR F$ 3T WS AATRA A FEr § B FeRfeq g &
faehrer hr TFAR TR 3R o9TT ST| ofehed il Isguf o & 38 gamede adrn| 38 T A
g o ot @hgl o TE TUR IARET T3S ek T Aehel T AT & 3R 5@ =T &l BrIer g
TN ga@ o 58 Q0 g & Alfa-siiad & fIT TR 9d1d §U deohrel 58 W hglel oA
& U AR e W SR A1 a1l e et sirechA A ot sqehr IefrleeT foham 1| ex3rae
YIfUe & JATADT o T ofd Sid & 9T foh 39% TS Sekfcd TaTel & A delle & Th
AT TAF el Y 3THA FS AT Asq TA: G ¢ 81 Al TS AT ATfleh TT el I 4T
IR &Y T@T &1 ST & 3PR TS & e dalell SUeidl a1 38& o f&ddleT Ig &g W® & o
TR 3R T A E1 FF qET § T aRRE & eftw e Wy F TR 3R TR
el @ e & ToIv {3 sielnlel aa, i ol @ie & ggieT # Jod &7 @ fohw o7 @ e & v
arRRE ol &1 I, et R & A R deigl #ug| WA AR S F=gee H oRE g
& fahrd @ Aehell 3T 8, Afthel 5 ATT0T & Tew PR el A fhe 1w dr I8 o]
g7 & Sarer favaae greml haer R g ar off 9 =g SIS S dehdTl
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4 fORY @ 97t T &7 9ATaRor F AFT FET Terdl FI W} &

0. Ia RAE ded), (FEIED IF F dhaE )

STy qREce ARG AlAad @Rl &4 & v Yer &1 715 Fag
IHR AT H A T g1 d9HATT d¢ 8T g, IR FHI TIRT dcof
T ¢ 3R grehfaer 3M9er3it & HROT gfadr 3R & FJohdre Fedr S
T ¥ TR SEY SE & T A d S @ & seE w8
doheieh AT X W/ & TR FoT 96 W & 3R 95 sfr opme
W} & R o seliae aIfdfer oemaR 9¢ W &1 §H Fel Il
W® 2 UAE g oo 3Re gHEY AE), afew FHEAT Hr IRl
Ay 1 ot T g

SH oG # IoMET-3eldT HAY HR oS3 & 4 AN G@RT QU 910 I 4 f4uR Ig §Hs # gAN Heg
X Tohd 8 T g gl Iech X @ ¢ AR STelarg UR HT FEY feom a1 g7 Fhell

3T 3R & Y4 Aol HA Q@ HgAG Sfehl JATA o gl AT, "II0T ZaT Gee’i T el & HROT
FATCT ALl g3 A1 AR deT o1 (I, Ssfer, 37 &7 J91) ol gfAam A qe FATCA @14 ¥ §gd T
WA g SIU|' STefaryg qRdclel & Fesl 7 g 37y g Tqse g1 &7 e, Ui 3R 39 & @eH
Bl T SR A8l Y Thd| §H 3Tl 3UANTT SHTAT FF 3R 3idd: §¢ T §, Fhifh 38 SToller
¥ fishoa arell Flee STS3iraTSS Jedl i oRIaN 916 X W@ &

AT JIT N e FACT ST AMBT, 38h [T R AT o T GiHey HyeT Gar ur- "gH7 Soaryg
qRATT & FHTET T HGHH A drell Tgell N & 3R 58S TR & F© AT Tehel ATell ALY A1
Il STefary qRacel 39 3= drel difedt & qeear g1 &, e 30l 3wy, ry@edr & ary
S0 W FRATS FEA g9l

olfehel Tofl & HRATS T HT qATed w7 g, Ife gy A a@r aeir 38, oras a@ear de7 & g
gy daTfeleh 3reac INMSECIA o &gl o1, " ATl & T o ol GHEAT &I oA fear g, 34
AT & TR T 39 THEIT HT TATTT AgT AT ST AhdT|' ™R 3cured, 318w 3THET 3R TEMaR
3MAF e 1 gAa A T MUR FATT, fFHdH FROT STefdrg TR g3 &l 3eih 3[R &
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HRF \X Fo, 31R0F saifdead g AT 48 dFedlld & TR 57 TATAT F g e & THhd| &
37ol9T f&m & FIIAT US|

T G & fAv e o &1 ve 9y ROR e @98 Agcaqel €, el W @afFa f
aRIHAT I F & fov gAicd Faree g, Afehet g7 safadd & orera & faw &1 get @fAa B
3T STHTST, 9Telt, SiTel, @later TfAd g1 safeiv gaART 39sr off @faa gar arfgul

gH IWd AR deag & AR & BT & FASTEr gl fooferer 39a fav fosrelr Jgr daa 3R
FREI 39T [T ATHAT Aal Sold| I AT Fe1d &, FhiTh &7 Hiold, SIS, dIged, P, AGS,
IET AR goIRT a&g3it g Qansit 1 @iied ¢ 3R 351 B3RS wd &1 @ sy g, Shus gl, a1 ange
I 9T &1, §AR G 3UHINT & NS Thid A $S o1 $S b4l giell ¢

s IR fa=Rt # @ @ a Foay aRaded # FRoT AR gur @ fer wove w2
SanR# sS4t O a1eY [Aepel| 373 F1¥as | 319 @ S| 3usier AT FY| Shaar 31k sgazamst
P STgT THT &I, BieT, Wl 3R TUHT §=17|

.cOom Date: 16-09-26

o &g 7Eams & & s AfsAr o g ek w E 36
HTRTAT @ 32T & FST STARTHASN T B HRRAT &1 R
gl Farenfaes g1 313l der fahell o gdians o3 W g FrA
g ot Y| W@ A, 3o R AwuR A€ FE ST e
glelifeh, EXhR & 2,000 T4 deh & JHIHTS oed-&of W el g
Hr BrE-agel H gfaEfd e 3 3uHiFanit W er
FRISTRAT o Bl Pl TIAT It T FHA ThaAT §1 STHr Trer ar
Adee ¢ & #15 off d% a1 9dwa, B9, ey SR |9t yerdr
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HufAar ST @1 T & -8 W P TTol 181 o Hehall| eTaral, Ig Halel SATGT Al g arr
g1 fh 2,000 T9F & HTF & oled-&eT W TR fhelell BIF agT M2 Aol IHCH HIT 8ol 3TH
Sf3ar (TAdeiians) & X o Tg Tase W AT & 15 IFel & 8 FRISRT - T 0.4 Fiderd
UHSIHR oRR—AT STTT|

f3fSteer TR 1 et H AT F AN BEeH qad Ao T &1 SR ARTIAT HT 3T
ST 91T ST ST FHhAT ¢ & AT 66 FU3 F 31f0F JUIHS o1-3 &1 I &1 R o faenar
G # EHRT el A WA §U &Y S AR ¥ T 3 TeT U &1 WF A, THAN YA & T
32 TG 3T WHR o FHY FS HHAGH FAG & IR & e g, ar 3mead 6 a1 74811 Voo et
S fad 7@ o dag 7 doha fhar o o i 3R #fasy & tHEERm (Ade BrpEe ) s
o] g3, A I8 fath 93 @eT-def W IR §F & A6 Q9,58 A Al F A9 AeT-S ganfad
e gl TR A oo A B A o= f ASGH & AU 37 sgenal H 3w TqTS B
EHeE, AR el SHIE HET &l $H O1d @ SIhR gl fhar S Hehal foh JI3MS o1 fSfocer
HATEIAT Sl 3 ol ST ¢l T5H §9 YA T SHA SEAATA Blol o9l g, AIGSL SATelHTSi
T Tt o Feo ol §1 SETIT sHhT e F HIY H IR g

Gl 3R, faueT 3@ IARH gard 1 gROfT = & S[e @7 g1 A B 3w fqueh @riEAt AR
AMHHAT 7 AT, TATeT & 30 Uogufdy T T G A & S § 3BT I-AT HSH AT g1 JUIITS
T Tl @ AN AT Aeash H AT SR 81 W A, F$ GRT A1 o 3 arer feaAt
A 30 HAAA W Il SISO ¢l TAR & v goldr agdl &1 Th @R, 39 fquer &
TSleiifcieh gHel ol STATel ol B19m, dl gET 3R 38 o1 1 8l IR I@elr gl foh TASI3m &
HIT 3T A3 3TARTHRATT O o 931 AR 3 F FRIGR &t H ot Feafy g, 388 A1 slren
g ThleT WM foh FRIERT TR AR 39 FR o7 hdr 9 e & 3 aisr &I 3 SFIar &
FHl W STelet 7 fAcuged €1 39 9 TR TASIHN olF] el 1 BINoT T &1 §, ol 3§ Sfofdr
dI HJsC AT I foh 3R A9 Wiard 81 I 9=l Setg, #IR o & AT o # 39N
forel Qoo seema & 3T B &, d 38T TRIA fharm St =g
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