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One BRIC At A Time

India is a balancer between East & West. It’s best-placed to try & arrive at a consensus
on Iran in BRICS, just as it did for Ukraine at G20

Pankaj Saran, [ The writer is Convenor, NatStrat & Former Dy NSA and Ambassador |

The 18th BRICS Summit is a grand display of New Delhi’s diplomatic outreach. This is India’s fourth time
as host, but the first in an expanded BRICS format.

The idea of a BRIC group may have been conceived by Goldman Sachs in 2001, but BRIC as a Leaders forum
was born only in 2009. The timing speaks for itself. The Leaders G20 was created a year earlier, in response
to 2008 financial crisis, in which all BRIC nations were included. This should have been adequate
representation for them in global economic governance. As it transpires, this was not deemed to be so, and
they decided to upgrade their own group to Leaders level.

For India to sit in a group, which played up its non-West character, was much more challenging in 2009
than it is today. India’s relations with US were then at a historic high, following the nuclear deal in 2008.
India’s decision to go to Yekaterinburg was therefore bold and, not surprisingly, looked askance by
Washington elites. Yet, India went along because of other equations that were germane to the decision.

The US-led West, on whom India had just the other day - in the biggest leap of faith since the days of non-
alignment - placed its bets, was engulfed in an existential crisis. The crisis was forced, and triggered a sense
of helplessness and resentment. India, like the rest of the world, was paying the price for American
profligacy. Trust in the infallibility of the market, and integrity of Bretton Woods Institutions, had suddenly
been lifted.

For the rest, the West’s relations with Russia were still cordial, despite incipient signs of trouble, and of
course, China was the poster child of globalisation. It had, by then, lent the scale that underwrote western
economic prosperity. But that was not all. The 2008 crisis made the West turn to China to bail out the global
economy. China has not looked back since then.

That is the story of the origin of a process that has continued uninterrupted since 2009.

If China has emerged as the sole challenger to American economic supremacy, it is not to blame. If Russia
was the source of cheap and abundant energy that first fuelled Europe’s industrial might, and later China’s,
it is not to blame. Question to ask is, where was India in all this?

The tables have turned today. It is not the collapse of Soviet Union that is the end of history. But it’s the end
of globalisation. Global economy is fragmented, weaponised and volatile. The international trade
architecture is in a state of rigor mortis. India’s relations with White House are a shadow of what they once
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were. US is spending its way out of economic trouble, with a record $40tn debt, unconcerned by its global
consequences.

Expansion of BRICS in 2024 was, thus, more the expression of frustration by middle powers against the
double whammy of Covid and Ukraine war, than the fruit of brilliant Chinese diplomacy. China only sensed
the mood and seized the moment.

Between them, Russia, Saudi Arabia, UAE and potentially Iran, and China hold the keys to India’s current
and future energy security and critical raw material and mineral needs, and thereby its economic
trajectory.

The proposition that India does not need BRICS and is sufficiently insured by its good relations with the
West is a fallacy. India needs all sides, and needs to take a leaf out of the Chinese playbook by maximising
advantage from all relationships.

As BRICS leaders meet, major power relations are headed into uncharted territory. US-Russia relations
could well be on the cusp of big developments. US-China relations are headed towards carefully managed
competition, if not a division of labour. The euphoria of decoupling has given way to the realism of
derisking and cohabitation. In this moment of uncertainty, India’s presence in BRICS is even more essential
than it was in 2009. India is systemically more important today than it was in 1991, 2008 or 2014.

Guiding the future trajectory of BRICS will be a key task for India. That China is the dominant power in
BRICS is not news anymore. That ship sailed in 2008. What India must do is to ensure that the BRICS agenda
is not hijacked by it, or used as a stepping stone to global hegemony, for example, by replacing the dollar
as the international reserve currency. Problem is that, on this issue, US is itself not helping matters.

A more immediate challenge for Delhi is going to be to reconcile positions on the Iran war. The Bishkek
SCO Summit language is unlikely to pass muster, but elements of what could constitute consensus language
are already included in the Chair’s Statement issued by India after the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting in
May.

Subsequent to that, Iran has signed an MoU with US in June in which it has agreed to certain formulations.
Arepeat of India’s success in forging consensus on Ukraine at the G20 Summit in 2023, is certainly possible
in the case of [ran.

The totality of Indian foreign policy obviously includes trade, tech, defence and investment relations with
US and the West. It also means simultaneous engagement with bilateral, plurilateral and multilateral
platforms.
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Eyes on the road

Judicial fiat alone cannot prevent traffic fatalities

Editorial
Despite hosting only 1% of the world’s vehicular fleet, India
, accounts for around 11% of road traffic fatalities, due in some part
c / I to widespread non-compliance with wearing seat belts and helmets

/ ’ - while driving. Post-crash investigations have often revealed victims
‘ being ejected from vehicles or suffering lethal secondary collisions
11

against vehicles’ interiors; children are also vulnerable due to the
patchy use of child restraint systems and rear-seat belts. Recently,
a Supreme Court Bench asked the Road Transport Ministry to
consider a petition to reduce road traffic deaths by habituating the
use of these measures. Actual policing is certainly wanting,
including due to chronic shortages of traffic police cadres; there is
also room to constrain manufacturers to install tamper-proof seat belt reminders and thwart modifications
after purchase. The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act 2019 instituted or scaffolded various mechanisms to
prevent road traffic deaths whereas the national data so far have not presented evidence of improvement
at the scale India needs.
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However, in 2024, Road Transport Ministry data said that two-wheeler riders constituted 46.2% and
pedestrians 20.6% of road deaths. Seat belts and child restraints only protect occupants of enclosed
vehicles, so better enforcing their adoption will address the reasons underlying only one-third of the total
mortality. In fact, speeding has been found to be the dominant recorded violation associated with fatalities,
and a national strategy focused on mitigating opportunities for vehicles to accelerate to high speeds may
yield greater gains. Second, neither the Union government nor State governments have systematically
employed the ‘Safe System’ approach. While individual responsibility and the duty of care accruing to
schools and similar institutions matter, governments are still expected to design roads assuming that not
everyone will behave perfectly. Put differently, they need to reduce the probability as well as the severity
of crashes, including by identifying and fixing accident-prone locations, setting up physical environments
that compensate for human error, reducing children’s exposure to two-wheeler traffic, and improving
timely access to trauma care. Finally, India lacks a public culture that reinforces safe behaviour and deters
unsafe behaviour. For India to reduce road mortality in a sustained manner, governments must treat safety
through a combination of approaches that does not overstate the role of individual decisions. It is also
commendable that the Court has referred the petition to the Centre, rather than assume an interventionist
posture as it did in 2019, in a tacit acknowledgment that road safety has outgrown judicial fiat.

3



www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (12-Sept-26)

CFT Y W@ISAT dea 9 FAT AT JN1 93T 82

UG

MHTAT 3Tl aTed IR IEITAT F IFARST & 3iGaT 60-65% aed F &9 H JhR fear B
AqF H HEAET FATd 8 ST 7§ 81 T TR T & Siicdal 0 dled @l 5000 STe’ (R 4.78
G T9Y) A I arel A AT §1 HR B ufa safhd 3T § 30 I HF 3T ATl FFGeA A
# IR IR fasrasher Ut &1 doT W AT qq Tl Sl G6l T Selal @ YA gl T 4
STl T AR T HROT dGcll RIS AR HEIMS & 37erar giaar & 3ARST Hr Grg 1 =
o 81 ST Geu & 56 FEH Al o & WHARNS AL HiT Fols Ter & &1 T & AR-clism
SGHTS T HROT §a1| g8 T Trgelr gAafHAl IR RE Jeui w o geA-RET @S gul gFa
5000 STerX &eT T dTaT A G g1, STafeh 24 #8 dled § 3R 30 W 1.2 @ F3 3o’ & @I
HITAT ? A7 S8 fAT ARG Fae A &M 3R Far dlex $8@e S8 A 3T Ig RT3l
qoIC & 17% 8| HIF FHT FIATT &1 RUIE & 38R g H Aifedt & HRoT g7 FARH gRar
T e, I Foll NN 3R aE&G3MT T HEIMS o HROT 7T 3000 STeR 1 IfARFT algr ggel &
95 IH &l

Date: 12-09-26

faera Y Agar

STolleT, &, R 3R A1 & AT 3¢ 91w e T & gfayor 3nhier & nfde gl & g aq &
AH @ AT $H WIS & RIWI FAG Teh U0 HAT AR H & @1 g, ofd 08 el adg &t
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IRl AR F¢ IS &1 SHBT Th F3T HRUT UiRTH 3R AT & § 3qH aAced A T AR
FI HATHT AT §1 T T T coled LT &2 & AT 31T Ahraefie ¢2r 39 HarasT & Ya
FEAT G 48 @ § AR 38 Fglel AT 3aRIhal Al IE &, d9 FIF & IRws Adr 9. R
Tg FgaTl UsTeiliaieh ThIOTT &1 ¢ 5 3R foor Todeal & ORI & &7 e Rem g2 eerar & 9
SH THIOT el P dled b 59 TG o FAAHIGT TR o THAT HhR forar a1l AqAgT &g
o 3% Tgd 3N qEY HFAeT H HTeT oY Torr ATl 38 WA o TOGatA AAg @R H #AT ol
¥ I 3eglet 3TH TgoT Ig FAT AL BT 6 30 T & AR I FAT 1o AT T@T &2 AaagT
THR A fad #7F gt & A1d A 3¢ W AR T FE I AT AT AT Ag 3H<oT §37 6 3w
3oTehT &1 UIeT o oidr AT YW of a1 AT IaT gl 39U 3¢ foibd hl HAgaTl FHST TN AT g,
AfFT 3TH P Teg 8T [ 3T TarasT &1 3R TmEr 9 F IRAT ARG & a1 fawraeier e &
o 3 &1 75 W6 § & 30 HoroeT & @Aet geifaar off € et ¥ & WY 38 U dHH 3EER
o gl

foore & @aet Wt AT Fall AT e, FAIh TETT RN gfAdm & Famsar el ey IR T
7T & feae & aRRas SEdT & e 40 gfaera X &1 gfafaftca sxa g1 39 A & oo
w‘gsﬁﬂﬂm%lﬁaﬁgﬂwﬁuﬁfedlod TS TT3Y &g SATer arel ¢2if T 3marsT & iy
H9 7 STAUHC e & SR TR W AT gerel & AT & §9 7 3R g1 3@ Ig § 6 ool
A AT [T TFAeT # Teg 3R eI <=M 39 AANCT T $elleh I AR 1 fohcen
3T o Silet T I5 S FRAT §a17 ITd 82 VY FIRET STV Felail dIfgy, Fifch ST &1 38 FISeT
$r RTAAT TIM| 3T S 3eleh g2r e, araer 3R Feaifas Awat # afvaedr fava &
Adcd W g AR 1 ditRTge & WA §, I Ife foorq U H9e-319=0 Fqg13it & TR o
SR FI delel & foIT TEAT 8 S ¢ df IJg Teh s87 3Udlied grell| Ig &g $r Anr ¢ o oaa
CRT MO FELT o SIRA el Feadl UehofedT T Y&l Hi|
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TSET AT 515 ool & g & @Fde &1 Wagias
IS gEe AR TR g a9, |rel 2021 # o Ig
IS a8 ool & RET 3T 4T, W SRIAT FGTART FHr
dolg @ 9 HFEASE TU3el @I A1l 3§ IR e 9k
fyorg gFdea & 3 &1 Ater For & 3R I8 Al
tfagfae wifad gler aifeul a3 el faead & 3@ e
AT HT FGEIT T W &1 §F F Teafd corfedR gider
HR 3R QAT & Tl A 75 ol 317 3T § 3R Ageaqor
Sl I AT Tl T8l | AR I TFATT I e
grel 3R IR 1 3mere & 3uafedt @ gfaar waw geft| arhs, e & 937 300 @1 81 a1
2006 F SHHT T3 Tk @ﬁé?ﬁ'&ﬂﬁﬁﬁf&ﬁféﬁ%qmrgéaﬁ,aa SieFe AdAGT g #Rd
& TUTHAFAT A| TR S2AT - SToiied, 9, IRA 3R AT Fr drefiedy & Ty R3S ar 9 &1 uger
m:ﬁa?rzoomfrgmmﬁtmzonﬁsvwgﬁafﬁwmawmaﬁammWﬂua
g I/ T

¥E A # gt A€ 5 3 e 1 g ¥ &1 g F wE A e @ § gu ¥ fav
®F oF & ITeT 2024 F 3HT 987 AR [haT| 319 39 Tl & 11 TG o & 3R 10 aEier gerl
5o @ Qof @ ST JTel AT &7 AET, T3 WS o 31 W & A 3w &1 3’ Sew @
3ETET S WRA A §T & SA-higd IT AGII-TIH & TAR & T A6 d¢ @I ¢l oFq &
T6d 30 Y 7S ¥ & HRA I JoH F AN YE 8 AT AT| Ieish AEl R FEATT Igel &1 af M5
g 3R Coi & 3o ATt T Tsgredsd wr A HgT A FT HH K gl fowd 7 Aeffed
AT IT Hehodl H 3T cfaueiig ardisi o off @ fA9mg =t arell &1 cenfead’k gfder-aig Ay
arar & ary &, o Sty Ay arat & Tannias & 931 3FAE &1 HRT & J3W W UBR I
TEAT-TH-aT solel &7 § 3R Taa 35 I8 § F oo & qameT Seder aar 4y fGem & 3mr
TG |
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foere & A3 A ofefe €T WRT B Gred & el HET T G §U A - kAR T GRET
ggaer, 3nfde g o e, 3R J9-51 & 99 -9 | 38 189 TFATT &7 I8 ORI
gl WPV o foierd ofe & fohclell g¥ 87 RER A ol A1 TR 82 41 T9ehq o ¢ Arehn faehrg
F for IR &2 g’ (AT &7 F 9RT 3R DT & o [Eg o= & s &1 D= Tseufa Hi
AT ay dlg R 37 W} 8 3R 3¢ HRAAr i 3odiel W SR Ak e wnfgel giaardr geet
fecdl @1 FAsR3feTsT F U Hael AGHAS B A Hi7 faemr & sgd T SF e g1 379e
37T AfATl & AT 37ehell USdT 3ARFT TR S FX T &, foerd & 3 T ol bR diaex
e wifRv| @8 ool & g & ure as71 AT g1 €O @, FFAe #§ Jeed U o § 3R
ag gus M, e reY oo foal fRuse gael & @ & g1 gX 8 & 39a wua § 3N foow &
oY, AfeheT Tah fIT FEY 3reoT g1 & g AR BeH Jaur SIET aTensi e ggd g fahar S|
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