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Root causes

India's youth crisis is about the absence of jobs, not just examination reform
Editorial

It has been a few weeks since the youth agitation forced the
resignation of then Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. The government conceded the students' demands
for examination reform, which found an echo in the Prime
Minister's Independence Day address, when he announced
free online coaching for competitive examinations using
India's digital public infrastructure. MoSPI's survey data
bears out why this would be welcome to students -private
coaching costs 16% of what an Indian fa- mily spends on a
child's education, against 12.5% in 2018, and nearly a
quarter of that budget by the higher secondary years which
is when the student prepares for competitive exams. Cheap-
er coaching is of limited value as quality professional
education remains confined to a handful of institutions. For instance, over 22 lakh candidates appeared in this
year's medical entrance exam for about 1.4 lakh undergraduate seats with fewer than 10,000 of them at the top
50 colleges. The situation is similar to the Joint Entrance Examination for engineering colleges. That is perhaps
why, for the first time since the All India Survey on Higher Education began in 2011, undergraduate enrolment
fell by 93,322 in 2023-24, particularly among young men. The fall was the sharpest in Uttar Pradesh, where The
Hindu's analysis found undergraduate enrolment down 1.53 lakh even as diploma enrolment rose 1.38 lakh. An
analysis of Periodic Labour Force Survey unit-level data found that of every 100 graduates aged 15 to 29 in
2025, only 26 were in regular salaried employment, and just four had a salaried job with a contract and social
security. The youth employment crisis therefore has two ends - in the preparation for jobs, and in jobs
themselves. Mere free coaching would address neither.

The structural problems in the Indian economy, despite the government's touting of 6%-6.5% growth, are now
too obvious to ignore. Manufacturing, the job sector best placed to absorb India's college graduates, remains at
around a sixth of gross value added, nowhere near the quarter of the economy the government has long
promised. Meanwhile, the private sector has been retreating from its task as corporate investment has fallen
from 17.3% of GDP in 2007-08 to 10.3% in 2024-25, unmoved by the cut in corporate tax from 30% to 22% in
2019. The steps required of the Union government are clear: public investment in industrial capacity, support
for industry disciplined by export performance rather than domestic protection, and tempering a regulatory and
enforcement zeal that seems to selectively target enterprises, affecting the jobs-catering medium-sized
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companies in particular. This route has a better chance of delivering jobs for the youth at the scale needed and
as countries such as Vietnam have shown.
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TRIGT-SRIT &9 & 3g R & Heblael HRd & 3hh giorare HAsed g, e o aRaes ws
Ao o [T IR A # q@ll IR ARG & [Aar-3ided & &7 A & = W@ gl AT &
s @ # 38 AT S HET FHROT TAIAT IAT- G HT TS & TR W HA Hde, &9 iR
YHIehgFeY 3cUlesT H o, FAAR MY IR FURT A A 3Ease Afd | o =1 § o oRa
1 3muReyd 3w AT A AT Al AR fderht @ S e &1 3Tk e Jelercas
Eufa & oo B, 58T e, ST, drgdre af &Y, Ssir AR fhfedia off & als & ardr amer
9¢ Y §| MM TS AT Tgd T AR 3T AU 1 TG 3Heheh Acied AT | offche] TS T
als & fau 3@ wsd A FAl, HAhsF IcUed & AT g fostell-ardr & 3ucrstrdr
AT o g o TRl Hufadi A dgaret 1 goaa T HAstey fhar| Do 7 ast § AR AR
¥ e T TS 3N 3HE MY W A W@ ¢ 3N FaedA swegicar A o 3ol g1 gfaror smiar
3 disee AT & AT 3R 3ARST & @y @sr g s i gl 7 gAd WMER A ot vIw
fru g, difher fash 3caier o RET # A3 & deor a3 fordm| ARA ddesdeX AT $r gis &
BISEST & 3ME FE §¢ YRl gl 3R I GUR & @Y TS SAfd # hg & I@r Srar dr
faera ax 8 ¥ 9 ufdera o g T o
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FTHIAS Hiqer Qv
HUTEH T

AT 3T & el Tk RAE A fRuew, Hiere 3R AR & fig god AR i S TR Tedd
$I, 39 W THRAT @ T AT geml 39 ROE #F AT 3R F AR IdeiRe A9, Tdg!
SCARIY T ICHRIY & HIY-HTY HRIX MSSH H el &l 50 g 9H@ YaAliaar # T,
309 Ig 05 ¢ & plere Frg & o %HE IaT o | & 3R s ed-urdr gaafr o
TY I ST W@ &, I 3NN ST T SRl o 3HT®T At | el T ar ALt T whlerer g &
HAHA! A JaT T WG & TAA W HHATAS FRALTT 97 ¢ AR el JATT G G A T
€T Hhigd I W} 82 I8 T8 7T ¢ T 7 wipaAl & Tared H 3ms3msdr 3R ms3msva J9
TEATAT T TG foldT ST 3T FRAGAT T FRET TATd AT FRIGR ST dF dT T ol
dIfeT, dlfch TE STl S Tk foF 38 H@ il & ofF Jam3l & ITaeTehdl g1 €I 3§ FRIER
ST ¥E fARTIT T @l & & 38 S FHerel ar =1ige, o8 el Aol a1 @ &1 fdcs gg o
Fiarsee & & Aifa 3maker fr Rare R cgawar Fr @faar i s99 &= @ &1 Ig SF 61
3=d 6T 9= arel 80 fderd ofE & YiFeehe Iqera T well I 99T FHEAT GAT| AE g4
FROT hael 8.25 FfArd IUe & WX HIH A §, ST 3R & TR & 387 7l

TS I AT AU, S IR Sleadr &1 BT Q99R 9 #§ A@g™e 80§ 9T W g, a9
R BafiuRe & R 0 Pl & T Far & a1 @Ry, St 306 AR f&ar a | [sesr
Ig ¢ [ 931 g=ar # o @dAeg BT g #d & IR R O TWERT AldRAT T derr et
T E1 3T 9 T & H iUt T ANT g, d« a0, e, dfeadr 1fe fr uger 6T ges &
Fa1 MR ? U F Faa Bahudy ot f Fwa 78, afes B do Fd v @ o
gaT3it sy MaRIhAT g1 ST T N T Tg HEA ST M o 3¢ T el apierel & oG glalm
grem, TS |ehr aeiR A Afer g1l Ife var #T fohar Siar o gar B ar giffe Y &9, dfhe 3¢
AR g H S geffl aaaa J B giifa & o 3R Aled & fow ged g & Tose
HAT TUMUT 81 a1 §1 56 AL & GAADAT & HUR W gT el & A0 Alfd T & 56
ged W Uiy A fhar ST {6 Fhel @ I Frolsl TR o USHIR R 3eafAar a o8
hlerel &1 d@ & S|
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sqd a91 fasaer #ar gl fo S el a1 Hud-srig
T 3T FEAfd a1 sga FTEY g W g g fee
S & fAT ST AT gl 30¢ FF IR FT T o
o T4y glaer Hqgar el &1 3SR §= fom ST gl
Tg Uh g 4 TRl FeleT o1 geudlr g 3R o
AR AT giar g, a Hald 3adT g fF &1 @R
AR & i TRl Flefel 1 S & AHT H 39
TR T Y Acog A §1 I FAT I908 & [ g
T H gt agv v AT gomawar @ A%
STV aR- SR fohdll FrefeT 1 omey fer Sirar § fo ag
30 W@ aren § A R 3Edhr @l deelfae 4 § 2 dildes § o gRamom & fawar fua su
e Hlar & HE T TH WA F T aR R gehw e T weer & i g1 anh 3w
giaenr & el & ac i @ T8 WA Qg BUd ARIT Sid & a1 Aehel X 30 315 A
WM 580 ggel o 38 aRE IR RieT AR 9/ IR Gl f giaer Aer g g1 o@r oot g
TH WA 30N Fom A RAF qaiRerdr #7 & fav 39e glaer & Aarfes we @1 g 3R 30
e I U= &, 9 R 7 R S O @ Se S T UEAT ST o gl

garel § o e Aud-argel & dgd T WH 3§ e I g IR-GR & S E g, 71 TWHR
Ig el e A RUfd A ¢ % 50 A # 98 9 RE 9Ty AR S & T & Hdifah
HH QN gl TAPR AR & S ey IR & 57 AfFd F Aol g, 38 dH 36 TR
T S AT Scdel Pl AT FIT SROT & ? 39 W fqueh gaf 3R 3= aenfos darear &
IR I A 3mufa 3R Ry SR T S X @R & aws § o T W & 39 d{g Hr
Res AT & dgd & Sdr &1 7 WMER TR 3TRIT T JST e arel 30T dET & gfa o
AT HATADT & ded TAT & T& JUATAr g2 T fhar off ey & oI 3dar 3gR AT @ fr
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FIT Iolg & Fohdl ¢ T S 8 A # 38 §9¢ I) He@-3eldT SRONT & Ffl Wiar 91, ar Jafr
BT T Siel § FEY YT AT FrauTeleeh olieh & FHiest T Fe & el 872

I TH WEH A 58 /e I § a6 G T GIAUT FLAT FA U ATIG el 3HHT Sl 1 &
€1 I@T ST &1 FIR T fafT daer g o <ar arr @ & 51 8ft 38 wera &1 & Iera g
I B §, a9 AN W 38 @R 3ty & fou Ra ar B wwer & oglawr e S #
fthergrel gofld & fAererasm Ierdl &1 AT Fa § IR w5 398 Tt afed gRaom qur 9o &
TH WA & Al a3 dear & §1 W F w@nnfas & 0 3R o ® § e @ @
L3Sl YoATdT o1sT 331l o Hehdla H IR-IR ool H FMEY foleholel T Sofrold &7 Sl §1 AHR AT
ARG 8 I ¥ HIS Beh A1 sl fob TH WA & Iid $H e 3GRAT s{cdal & A H Hlefsl hr
HATATAT SIREAT el T dolg T =TT $T YR & ffg TR 9T e l—lgu T gl
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qIRY F IR-aR gad 3 A A

& & qUy,( IR yau Qv )

AT T TICTS 1 defd 31 91T, Afehed HASIR AT & TG AT TRA & HHAT A
SYIEAT I ULl F AT &1 WHGR HT AgST $© el Hi aRYT o Gecl-UaiiAR & &g arl
H ST Fr 7R Tufa der o &1 JgT dF o wale Told, TSI S il sarer & 8t ar &
it I T U=l STAT B IRAT| A g TET T aeandH H 20 Thod S8 Fd el Bl g H
gel BT W AR ANA TerEd @

3T AR T Fglr Y SEA 3791 8T &1 TIPRIST & Silel a3 AT a7 H Aadr 319 SR
¥ 3l ale Follehl A glel ofdll gl armod # o Fe g faeafdearery aRE 3R s@s W
HeJellel 3ETTel # AR oo Ulell 8 I7| $T AT R $I d&dR [9gR, SIR@s, 3 & waed
T o 3 W §, S TISe Fohd & T AT STORIT &l FHEIT HT-I-ATel HRehol Tl ST BT ¢
|
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AT HT AW, A FAR IFATEAT FT A G (SHH STeRra 81 AfAS §) & HROT g Al

Th{ee 40 g S TUA T JhdAl gl gl ARG 3 € o Ah Aan#, sfedh aedi &

Ioo-I1S+, HRIGR e ¥ 3 A aafaftrar genfad gier ofere &1 | & JaiRan, 8§97 3K ue
gaely e i ot oo &

AAGA SR H ST IR & FEId: BF HRUT 8| Tgoll, A HT AW fahra | gaAR et
T &% a7 §, S cuafeyd fAs &7 & ol & ATAACT g1 Jg TSl AT ATt dr Sir
gfAEr Qansit @1 3RT gaEUa AL § | Ao, gonl IR # T ASH FIA-IHA I g
I HRUT g, Ul & Wihideh dgia & ae @ el dael A3 1 31| e gRonA
& T 3R S9TerE S el 7 d@ wed g,

STET F91-93) AT i@l & HA GShl W FA de g6 R Sar g1 ety
ST # arene 3R st & Teror $r Y 3R cgarer FE7 fr S §, 9 FROT A1 @ 39 W
AT 81 a1/ r AT Y 9 &F s T ¢l

T AR Y FHASN TTTUAT FTIRNG HT IRT §37T HRoT § | Ig Fafaa 3k 3fFafaa, o=t
gl # fg@ar g1 fAare & fov, &8 SRl W TTH dlex 3 dl SIaedT #igl g, a7 g AT, dr Sfeik
HIEAT A § | S AT TWIA e 37 ¥ IRFIT A1 8, 3Tl & ¢ fob g 991 aArelt gl g, o
39 gAY o UGl @1 G SgTa FiARYd gl §, 519 dg 3leleh Sl 3feeh AT # ST B
i HRUT &, TSl A cue feufa | 3f0e TRy 89 W @sd 3R aifor e 8 S
grEdl SRUT §, %3 Sl FHIECY ARl o gler | e’ 3YUaT Hel-hR@E & Aehelel dlel w1
et Sg 3R JHEROT ALY 81 @1, o RO d Aol T SE Y 3§l 3R ser g-seary
IREde & $HRUT dR- §R $HT AJ(Agie | SHA IR 3T Sei AU AHT A A St § T
gg w-hel U A6’ HT HRUT & S gl WHAR @A & ool & SoAhqlr golih & 70
fAeleer & sfosw aRer g3

U AT & T STeleRIa & WA & YA Ag g W@l Aid T a8 A WER A AR F F
TSI & &1 918 ¢ AFAA, el 2017 H HGT 3marq 3R Gl R HAeT o AleTsh Feloled
gfshar (TE3NHY) SR &, S AT 916 F fAues 3R yeye i vk FR@T g1 SH kg, Al 2019
A 38 HAAAT o A STel AR & AT Tl arex 3 @ ol Teh ‘Aearer’ ST fohar, St arier
& gl T TRl HT cgarar & fAU vhihd feum-fAder vere #ar &1 e3e, e o eew A
SRS &8 @ g gfderd & & & ol 99y Ao €1 FgT d o eand S IneAs §3 re’t
H o saar 3ta G@ar g1 safolv, 3R & 3o Sollehl H SToleid ¥ IR Ui=T dl8d &, df Teie
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areX 34 & AT W AR AT afeUl s sl H TSH & fFaIR Saer Serg g Y 5 ol
ATforT 918 ST I |

Tl 2021 H Y Ay - Ffga Ml e Gan-fAdy o S el & a9 § | 3
fAee B RSfdaee U 3iee b () Sl A3l & TRAR AT Ffdeeerdid drfad Hr
gl SaH AT H a ST 10 g S TIT deh I ATA Ireil [Aprl d el feprat & H&Tor &
foT §I9 o avl § mafed a1 wled & 715 81 gHS remar gRa & Fr o fAEdR fowar amam &
3R fAcfeat # aiRer & gl & @Ea $r &7AdT Se« & fav 1,600 I3 ¥9d AEfed fhw arw
g1 96 FACT o o1 IS et & Al ‘A Fols HAAsrHc T 5,500 HUs F0Y 18 A &r
3mafed a1 Tlpd fFU €1 169 fad 3maer AR @ doie % & 37 gt & fow aer
sifafea caaear &1 715 ¥1 38 JamEn, $o 3T v o g 1@, S JErerr 7 arex Rar s
&l fA#ATOT | fader 1 a1d Y, a JUT H Sl FeH Th 997 3401 §, fH HROT gl ured
T H feahar 18T

gTelifeh, 30 g HI Fig i AT d9 39T a9 IROUNA & Fhal §, 9 oI g, Agiere
3R vete, diEl 7 9§k GHeaY g1, dfdhel deers FE ¢ T e st A S gANr weitaat,
JIR Aot 3k Usw WER & 337" [{yel § aedd ST @ W99 g1 aedd H, GHE
Ot &1 8T, dfod THeaT T FAT §1 AT F FROT o AT 39 8§, 39 3T 39Aer FAG @
9rdr|

$HS 3MelAl, TUET TR W FA-SIHEHdT AT 8T T aifgv| FFeA, 3T Peury
ST I HATAT g Y Hehcll §, TG AN I AT ST =AMV, deff Sahr Afashaor o 5 &
hal| SH TG, CE-PET Sl ' Soh A & AT Fo& @6 & IdR 'Ga/d THE' HHA H
AqIgU, difeh TAT AR AR Tl Bl dcaX 81 | I§ JHASTH Sl IPR & [ TAEAT IR
foepral o 99 TSFAEl 1 3ot HEAST ST i HAEAT T HATU U HT Hebell &
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