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Cry Me A River

In retreat, Rhine and Danube are exposing Europe’s past. But also a future where the
world’s parched

TOI Editorials

Some crises are ‘best’ seen from space, others up close and personal. Europe’s drying rivers look scary both
ways. Satellites show dramatically shrunk waterways, things feel extraordinary at individual eye level too.
People are walking where they kayaked all their life. Record low water levels have laid bare sunken Nazi
ships, an unexploded 700kg British bomb, centuries-old “hunger stones”, even the remains of an ancient
mammoth. As if the retreating rivers are exposing Europe’s past, alongside a frightening future.

Rhine, Danube, Elbe...are also shipping lanes, industrial cooling systems, agri grid, sources of drinking
water and energy. They are continental infra. As Europe’s relics meet a harsh sun, so do the assumptions
beneath its prosperity. Turns out rainfall, rivers, groundwater, fertile fields...are not permanent geography
but variable ecological phenomena. When world leadership pretty much binned the 1.5°C goalpost to head
towards 2°C above pre-industrial levels, it was never going to be without consequences. And for all the fear
factor of dried rivers, the groundwater story that people cannot see may be worse. Obviously, none of this
is a Europe-only problem.

It's no longer about one drought year, but about grim goings-on even in good rain years. University College
London scientists have used satellite data to show that vast swathes of Europe’s water reserves have gotten
depleted between 2002-24. Similar red flags abound in India. 2025’s Dynamic Groundwater Resources
Assessment found the national extraction rate at 61% of assessed recharge. But there are huge regional
differences, where many areas are beyond the 70% threshold, considered a critical limit for sustainable
usage. A Punjab Agricultural University study reports, tellingly, that between 1998-2005 the state’s
average pre-monsoon water table has dropped from 7.8m below ground level to 21m.

A do-nothing lot are always harking on the cost of solutions. Consider that many of India’s water-parched
cities are coastal. So, investing in desalination now, no matter how expensive, like Chennai is doing, makes
more sense than leaving it to zero-water day. Where we should get serious about counting costs is how a
“development” project impacts the water ecosystem, and greenlight it only if it comes out blue at the end.
Europe to India, we can no longer assume that any of our water supply is “permanent”. That means we
have to effectively build a second water system to keep the one that Nature gave us alive. We have to “make”
water from the sea, sewage, wastewater. And when we get rain, we have to catch it before it runs away.
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Public Education Needs Public Money

ET Editorials

Students protesting in Ranchi, and before that in Delhi and other
parts of the country, demanding accountability are highlighting a
deeper malaise: education is not receiving the resources it deserves.
The data bears them out. Unesco’s assessment of progress towards
SDG 4 shows that India’s public spending on education has remained
stuck at around 4.1% of GDP over the past decade — barely above
the UN benchmark of 4% and well short of the 6% target successive
governments have repeatedly pledged to achieve. Education’s share
of total public expenditure stands at 14.2%, below the recommended
benchmark of 15%, and down from 15.7% in 2015.

Rollout of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and infrastructure required under
Right to Education Act lifted public spending in the early 2000s. Once
that phase ended, states took on a larger share of funding, much of

which is now consumed by salaries rather than quality improvements. Chronic underfunding, combined
with private schools’ English-medium appeal and lower teacher absenteeism, hastened the shift to private
education. Today, nearly 40% of students attend private unaided schools while declining enrolment has
forced the closure or merger of thousands of government schools.

India needs to spend more on education to improve the quality of existing state schools. This will require
Gol, states and local governments to work in unison, translating the vision of National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 into reality through higher public spending, stronger accountability, better teacher training,
focus on learning outcomes and greater investment in innovation. Spending more on education is an
investment in long-term growth, one that only the public exchequer can finance with the patience it

demands.
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oo et aut & anfcfherer sefosia (vams) @ Ser
FRITR dehellehr &7 9T gT1dl &1 317 &1 gfayor sfkar
F R IR & 3dR-derd & Idl doldTl ¢ o Sl
o yarg &t 8ft & g I s Gar &1 Ro
ay AR 7 3T gefer 1 oererer g feewm WIS
& gieard e A aw & man) @ faene sufe,
fSeThr ast & 59 919 & ToT 3MTeligeTr & ST &
At foh T g HTOF FohT TR IWT &, 319 STgrem
g X @ g

Jg T 39 YURUM U 3MURT ¢ [ TS AT & F1H He, HAW 3R T & dl F Fifderr
deolid el Ty off, 8 5T T Fedal R JTHT g o« [hdl doheilch ol dlgrl, oidT b 38h
FHYR @RI ST a7 &, 91 & arecideh 3e]sid @ Sclell 37eldT 6T &1l §H oIk goAd 37T @
¢ T wg AT ShasT & & 9ge] &I dgelel & 9 g, T o 3rfemier oot & fov a8 @faa
giaemsit AR B gU TeaReHA &1 T T8 A ¢

o fafse 3R ARG a3t A7, 30 dohelich H AT T Re F THA 37 T &1 JAIer FifsaT
St T T G Re ¥ Taaried ham S vl §1 AT of9Tcll § fob 310 3T9ehr i ranfdar #rom
ST Y 3MTTRT AT &, 3TE0T & ToIT, 3T T &7 Teh FTYUROT VT FolT Hehod g1 oAfohe], TT g
ar, fordet ol &r VT §aTer T aThdT il g 2

3TRRIRr UGNl aEca H TN &I AT a6 Aol & Ul gl off ¢ T Sofll & fAahed & &9
H q@d &, 31 T S 9T 58 Tohellsh & IS § o3 §U €, 9 0 TH I @l & w9 A q@d
gl ¥8 @9 § &% aIg arell 9ge] o ool & fav Ridrsrs &0 o o ¢, AT gg 3eh a6 ol
AN A8 § S W FATS & gAY @ |

58 oI, TAEGHAT & AR, o ©F A H U A AU YOI A §| Tole w1 e, S
TSI AT IT IS SThelT R Tl Tohd 8, IR AA ST & fF I 30 TU=1 ) 31 Ffeer
3R RER 3 Fraf @ 3o S g, W & Teh Wi g Fgedl GanT Segedt H AT 59 &
H U J37 FeH §, dfheT 3T gAH O U & TS & 3UAT & alies 7 A & FS g6 d
foRar &, S 2003 & emeTer 39Rafdd g1 T AlS Sty 318 erfedeel g dohdr g, s Fer
31 HIsF, Foll, I 3R 3T AT I 39T giar g, e off i@ o & fov
3YANThAT & 3T A HIS W Seod =gt el gl
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3T & folT, Toifed U3 ¥ cOiaderd f3foiece dgraenl & THa Jallel &1 3G At dguifas
T H IYg 9P SAdiad 3T ’9F Siiaed dI FAEAd aeT, 3Tk FRAT W AoR (@A 3R 3T
f3fSice AT A QU FA A FeIA AT AR oAfhed, oot hufadl @ 0 gof & forw gerarer fonam
g, 3o 3T Ig TOse g Iar § o 39 g SH HAARY o TS Seald GAUTHT HT ITAET I
g1 IISHATCIGISHGHIY SaRT U 91T Adeicis dRaeh HRidel FAETT & ITER, haol 14 HIEET Haranry
SeRTed T3S &l Gleteh 3T X (g U, 3R hdol 6 HIAST Toifedh TEHIUT I 3UANT T & Il

%e SUAMThdl- i &A1 & TS 31 Toh Il AT &THAT & 3HT®RT Tl e A W ¢
Tgarfard R 37T Tacardt w7ET &1 Rfhcar & a7 & ot off faferse Aaifaes sifafafer & o saer
3YANT HIHT HA T 5l T8 3T o T3t a1 qIey RALTOT 7 $7 379611 So18 7T o118 ¢

STH @ FT & H, S Ig UG o NS WEH WA I Hgl S5k HA A W@ &1 Rfevear & &=
A g cdl Wel H SeReed ur fhar g1 R&T S91d & ITadd TR W, §8« a0 &1 3o
AT T gl el Y& A GA1 & Siegiar ast & gfadr & Ageice el & Sofsm @r o |
gege 3R TUehS afear qureaar arell T3Ms- Sfad deet & R U9 §, Sl aredideh TshRi &
T GeRT &1 WY &1 YR Siegifafenat & Fehwer WIS A 3f¥w arg fhr § 3R wE gRomA
few &1

5% gASH A Tg ITAE Are 3N o A &1 fob Srddeher F @ IRacHPRT TG g
oifthet g 3180 38 AHA Toh Tl T &l FAN IE I Re F AT 7761 ¢ o P H 0
AT g garT fasfia 3R 3% AT §a1$ 18 U el o 3Rt gferar @ ar aee fea g,
ofte g7 |l form gfovam o @ &, 399 0 39y & HuY FT U5 W § 23§ T § e
WWU@WWWH‘&%Iﬁmmﬁm%sﬁ‘l’w?%mmﬂmq
3R gaETRe R St &, 3R A ALt oerar foh gHeh T 98) dehelichl shafalal & qr IS qATer
a1 adier B
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