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Lindsey’s Will

Despite Senate’s approval, Russia sanctions bill may not sail through. But India
should be prepared

TOI Editorials
US Senate has cleared the Russia sanctions bill, championed by
{ late senator Lindsey Graham. India ought to keep a close eye on
i this legislation. The bill grants the Trump administration the

authority to slap 100% tariff on the Top 5 Russian energy
importers. Given current energy purchasing trends, this would
include India, China and Tiirkiye. True, the bill would now have
to be voted on by the House of Representatives, and that will
only happen in Sept after Congress comes back from recess.
And even if the Senate saw bipartisan support — voting 86-12 —
there’s no guarantee of smooth sailing in the House.

US SENATE

RUSSIA
SANCTIONS

First, already some Democrats are flagging the bill for being a
Trojan horse that gives Trump powers to levy wide-ranging tariffs through the backdoor, going back to the
situation we saw last year. US Supreme Court struck down Trump’s tariffs earlier this year. But the bill, if it
passes, will give Trump Congressional approval for tariffs he would simply love. Plus, with discretions written
into the bill, there’s no telling how Trump will use his tariff-levying powers. Note, the latest version of the bill
also covers sanctions on Iran. Put together, we are looking at a catch-all legislation.

But if — and it’s a big if — the legislation goes through, countries like India will again be looking at substantial
Russian energy-linked tariffs. And with the global energy situation still unpredictable, given the situation in
West Asia, the bill could create a difficult situation for import-dependent countries. Of course, high energy
prices will also hurt Americans, and that’s the potential check on huge tariffs. But in any case, India would do
well to be prepared, and continue diversifying its energy imports. Indian imports of Russian crude surged to a
record high in June. But imports of Venezuelan crude are also increasing. A smart, flexible mix to reflect
supplies and geopolitical conditions is in order.
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Two Nations Of The Exam

The ideas of India and China converge on public examinations, because these promise a fair
shot in deeply unequal societies. But while asking for just exams is radical politics in
democratic India, authoritarian CCP sees getting exams right as key to its basic political
bargain.

Pallavi Aiyar, [ Aiyar is the author of ‘Smoke and Mirrors: An Experience of China’|

In large, populous and stratified countries, a viable social contract needs some way of promising equality of
opportunity. India and China have converged on the same instrument: the competitive public exam. For all the
anxiety, exhaustion, and tragedy these examinations produce, for hundreds of millions of families they remain
the one guaranteed shot at a better life.

The two countries might be separated by the Himalayas but are united by an organising principle of family life:
it is a parent’s duty to engineer the conditions under which a child can sit an exam, and a child’s duty to sit it.
We are both nations of the Exam.

This year, exam season was a study in contrast.

In India, the leaked NEET paper voided the results of 2.27mn students and forced are-sit. In the 46 days
between cancellation and re-examination, at least 13 aspirants took their own lives. The youth-led movement
that followed has dented this govt’s hitherto invincible image.

I was watching from a few thousand kilometres north, in Beijing, where China was in the middle of its own
exam season — the gaokao taken by aspiring university students is held every June and is the largest
standardised test on earth. This year 13.35mn students took it.

This exam is designed centrally by China’s education ministry and administered by its provinces. Every year,
the entire country briefly reorganises itself around one task: making sure millions of school leavers answer the
same questions under the same conditions, at the same moment.

Exam papers travel and are stored like state secrets: GPS-tracked vehicles, police escort. Teachers who develop
the exam questions are reportedly confined for about a month, in secure facilities. The papers are often printed
by high-security units, where waste disposal and drainage systems are closely monitored to prevent leaks.

Exam halls run facial recognition, signal jammers, and blanket bans on phones and smartwatches. Since last
year, China’s major Al firms have voluntarily throttled their own products during the exam window, disabling
image recognition and real-time questionanswering. Regulators, meanwhile, trawl social media for rumours of
leaks and ads for cheating services.

My own, usually bustling, neighbourhood in central Beijing was hushed for the week of the gaokao .
Construction paused. Car horns were discouraged. Traffic was rerouted to help exam takers arrive on time.
Police ran shuttle services for stragglers. Volunteers lined the roads with free rides, water, snacks.
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The machinery can seem almost absurdly elaborate, until one understands what is actually being protected. The
gaokao is more than an exam. It is the Chinese state’s most visible demonstration that career advancement is
governed by meritocratic rules, rather than by family background or political connections. In a country where
inequality is immense, the exam is one of the few institutions that must be seen to be fair.

This is why Chinese Communist Party devotes such extraordinary attention to getting it right. Unlike in India,
the party cannot renew its mandate through elections. Instead, it renews this through demonstrations of
competence. An orderly gaokao is one such demonstration.

Every candidate who believes the rules are fairly enforced is, in a small way, a citizen who is persuaded that the
state is delivering its side of China’s grand political bargain: we will govern effectively, you need not concern
yourself with politics.

Few things threaten this bargain more than the suspicion that the country’s principal engine of social mobility
has been rigged. The party has never forgotten that China’s last great political crisis began with students. The
protests of 1989 were not about the gaokao , but they remain a haunting reminder that when young people lose
faith in a system, their grievances can quickly snowball, with dangerous consequences for those in power.

In India, the public exam system is in some ways even more fundamental than in China. CCP inherited, and
then transformed, a society riven with hierarchies. The revolution provided a powerful levelling ideology: at
least in principle, citizens entered the new state as equals. India inherited democracy without a comparable
social revolution. Caste, religion, region, and community remained load-bearing structures of social life. As a
result, public exams carry an even greater equalising burden than in China.

India’s is a democracy of process more than delivery. Elections are held on schedule, results are respected, and
govts change hands peacefully. The machinery works. But process is not the same as accountability.

For much of the country’s history, politics has been conducted less through demands for universal public goods,
than through claims made on behalf of sectarian communities — caste calculations, religious appeals, and
regional bargains. Citizens usually approach the state as members of a specific group, rather than simply as
citizens entitled to equal treatment.

That is what makes this summer’s student protests so striking. Theirs have not been demands for a larger share
of state resources, greater representation for a particular group, or a new entitlement. They’ve been demands
that one institution, the exam system, function according to a universal rule: that every candidate, regardless of
background, faces the same test under the same conditions.

It is a seemingly straightforward ask, but in India it carries unusual political weight. The demand for a fair exam
is about much more than an exam. It is an insistence that the state treat citizens equally — and, in India, that is
radical politics.
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5



AFF . . www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (30-July-26)

“OTATENRT HIAT FEd & 1 d o U AURT & AT T Sidd &1 AfFT 3w RS9
3fereld & Hig AR feeauly e &1 Jellsral g, o 37¢ Ire W TIfev o qor o T &

Date: 30-07-26

ST ATHRIA g 9T, AT A 3% 9 & ff @=gar e

dAfeder AT awdrn, ( vRFH yfdeTs g dwFd )

ot oeTr &1 9ROMA 31 YT g1 S Sl a0 3¢ qurg fAel 1 o S g 91T, 3o Far? 3R
msﬂqﬂmﬁmaﬂﬁ@msﬂaﬁ@ﬁ@:&m,a‘?wmaﬁmmﬁaﬁmwﬁ
&7 Fife oY grRa & 9deT & Ir Shaa & odiem #- 399 Fis e 787 g

afsa Fars A% g & Ged 3 ¥ S g 1w, 37 et sat & O fF 3 "asr 7t urw
fF e 3ua @y {6 /YT &7 IeTsha oh JAgl AT d AT § 39 qAe AfARadnst &
Y, S fRdl oF & McAfIard a1 e @ &¥ ol 81 safav F41 Sfid &1 a7 A g8 ggel ar
qie 3T g, St fohar off FRUT & AWl =1gT g IIu?

Fo o g1, AfheT v FATST F AF Aheldl 1 AR & A 78 c@ar =rige| g, I ¥ ¢ &
herar &1 feom gy § 3R e AT o, Sefe 3abadr & REd 7 fgar 3 & 3 7 +:5
Aol

AfraT a1 §F 397 AT A8 e AR S 39S 3dsTl, WET & g 3R du-ie & 3mEard
T 39T I o8 U? SNd T aF Taa: i3 & Sdr §, dfeheT 39% Uy &7 Far St gEansi &
Qe H FBh Yfawd d I§ AT gl

TIETT & IRUTMH §ARM HT TRE 3Tl gad 8, S FWhel & ST 81 3T & o At 87| g 3mareT
STel BT silc AT Sigs &l TIeT T8 ol & ITH ATl oifched I8 7 S § f6 @ sy &
3R 9§ Hdeaadlel g HY| Fifh 9 AdS FAAGF gl 3Md, O A Shad & F©

SHTIS-AT oldTlal o9l &l

AT § S FREAd & AT FE W, AR SH e AT FNfAd W e A oferar g1 3qehT
gg aut &r F3r AgaId IR T FiAT SR F9 9t &1 39 g F St 37 g7 Adhac A=
g1 STar &1 AR & 38T gideh 8T g

6



&
AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (30-July-26)

a1 &1 ¥ e IS @Y, AreTedt § a5 O A 8| AfRA Hom Siaw & o F FS FR § A
AE? AR FAS o 39e qEagl & AU Shdel arel hfed @l & Helld Ll gl W # 319 o
AR H1Y 3% IR H AIRT, S 89 dR 39 96T H 30T 81 g 9o

gH W gferar A a €, S8l AR aree eemar 3m s W § 3R S-SR & 3mars
oAy &, ‘3R der g, AR de.. 99§ 6P U FS oeT A3-F Al F Bk 3 ASA A
UR #X ofd §, STafeh GAY 3e% 37l & 0T H oisie] @ Sid 2l

3R T ST, |9, AT, ATAT-TAAT T I HeGH I i ATed, Sidel HT 3@, hdr &t o
A Fel S 3TN, T FS Tol X A FATCA & ST &, AR &3l A o o9 77 dF &
forT agx & ST gl

dftheT 388 T oo o 3oam § : aAr oIl A% fhdr qdeT & qrR # & gAdr 8, 3R F
fordl sareT 7 3ETATT a1 3 Wi A% adet & a7 gl 8?7 Y #ic & a2l &1 &
grn? Fifdh F AR | & B #1 @1 qeaiwa A% aRumA @ #@81, afew 38F AR séc @
i g afgu|

$H 3fTehelel T BIIET Ig &Il ¢ fob Sl & AT A o gR &1 AleA 3 0RY LT g5a1| Fifeh
W H, 3% HENH IS o HIg Fedl &l & & 37 faegmeff @ 5ga Agad f & IR Fherar
Aoy Walll 37 SHAERT & I 315 AGeld 1 HIs AGHH sl dlell gicll &

St 30T FET @ uid, 39 @1y ot AT S @Il I§AT IIgU| 3R AT FATGN-H1T Y derar
&I dr | FA T, gaer A I AR F T GRS arer H1G WA F REAT T @A

3R & @l 3ol faeanidiat & gu§ & df Godr g, 3eihr ol Foldl S HEHA gl & Srdsg
IS & Hgell Aed g1l TE Uloh 3R @ & I & 38 A Red 1 ool & fav g
O [Aeel Te 3TaTST B

= Date: 30-07-26

7



ﬁ www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (30-July-26)

TS ol feoell & STaX AT THd o W H
faeafdat & dsh W IEe golg WA F T
Wohd H S WHR H I & yay vg gfageh
Tt gullell # FUR & fIT o 0 ‘o e
(3Ifd @ faron) @eree fadge, 2026
SUAR &I AlhF T T Hoplr el 75| 3Fee dr o
W o 5 foemfiat & sneled & fa%e &
A fr RATT F AR HAG H 38 W
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