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Beyond Protests

Not just exam leaks, entire education system needs fixing
TOI Editorials

After a long standoff between govt and protesters on the
exam leaks issue, there’s some movement at last. By Friday
evening, both sides had held talks, and were keeping
channels open. Supreme Court also said it will follow the
paper leaks case closely, and C]I denied he had refused to
hear the matter of police action on protesters. On the whole,
hopes of a resolution seemed brighter on Friday than they
have through the week.

This has happened after an overnight change in govt’s
strategy. Instead of ignoring protesters, and deploying the
might of the state against them, it has chosen outreach. First,
Modi released a video message to all students, saying govt takes leaks seriously, and will bring a strict law
to stop them. By Friday evening, the cabinet had approved amendments to Prevention of Unfair Means law,
including 10-year jail term and X10cr fine. All it needs now is Parliament’s assent.

While a stringent law to punish those who leak exam papers is good, can the problem be solved only with
deterrents? The real fix will require changes to how exams are set and administered. That's a systemic
change, and even that only addresses the tip of Gen Z angst. Govt should remember that exam leaks were
only a trigger for protests, but the whole education system isn’t equipped for the Al age we are hurtling
into. So, from KG to university, syllabus, teaching and attitudes need a generational overhaul. Education
can’t be seen in isolation, it has to meet expectations of employment also. So, whether this standoff ends
today, or in a week, is not the most important thing. The protest is a warning about the state of education
in India, and govt should grab this opportunity to fix it.
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India’s foreign policy must look seaward

Indian seafarers need protection beyond borders, flags, and jurisdictions

Syed Akbaruddin, [ Former Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations and,
currently, Dean, Kautilya School of Public Policy, Hyderabad ]

At sea, nationality is usually clear. Responsibility seldom is. An Indian seafarer may be recruited in Mumbai,
hired by a company based in Singapore, placed on a ship flying the flag of Panama, carrying Kuwaiti oil,
attacked off the coast of Oman, and detained in a fifth country. His family may know that he is in danger
without knowing which government, shipowner, or insurer is responsible for bringing him home. No single
authority is fully in charge. For thousands of Indian seafarers, this uncertainty is not an exception but a
routine part of ordinary working life.

Of the 14 Indians Kkilled in attacks connected to the conflict in West Asia since February 28, at least eight
were seafarers aboard commercial ships. Other Indian seafarers have been injured or stranded because
their vessel, its owner or its cargo made them targets in a war they did not choose.

Forgotten maritime workforce

India tends to regard seafarers as a shipping matter until trouble arises. Then, they become a consular case.
Government figures put the workforce at about 3.2 lakh as of June 2025, nearly three times its size in 2014.
The 2026 Seafarer Workforce Report ranks it second behind the Philippines, narrowly ahead of China, with
just over 12% of global supply.

They work abroad without ever settling abroad. Their workplace moves. That mobility sits awkwardly with
a consular system organised by territory. During a single voyage, a seafarer can cross several jurisdictions.
No authority follows him all the way. An Indian mission may not even know that one of its nationals is
nearby until his ship is seized, abandoned or hit.

India cannot wait for an emergency to find out where its seafarers are. Data compiled by the International
Transport Workers’ Federation show that 1,125 Indian seafarers were abandoned in 2025, more than from
any other country. In such cases, the file ricochets among a flag State, port authority, owner, insurer and
Indian mission.After the recent strikes in West Asia, the government announced its Seafarer First response.

Officials must now account for every Indian seafarer in West Asia, whatever flag the vessel flies. A
dashboard will track ships, threats and crew welfare; each affected family will have a liaison officer.
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West Asia is not the only danger zone. In the Black Sea and Red Sea, crews now face missiles, drones and
mines. Piracy and hostage-taking persist around the Gulf of Aden and off West Africa. On July 15, the
government told shipowners, managers and recruitment agencies to avoid deploying Indian seafarers on
vessels passing through the Strait of Hormuz until further orders. The dashboard and liaison system should
remain available whenever a region is identified as high-risk.

There is a lifeline, there are gaps

Technology adds a peculiar cruelty here. A family in Kochi can watch a ship crawl, dot by dot, across a
tracking app and still have no idea whether the person aboard is injured, detained or being sent into
danger. A moving dot is a poor substitute for a phone call.

Technology adds a peculiar cruelty here. A family in Kochi can watch a ship crawl, dot by dot, across a
tracking app and still have no idea whether the person aboard is injured, detained or being sent into
danger. A moving dot is a poor substitute for a phone call.

In major shipping centres, Indian missions need a designated officer who knows the port authority,
hospitals, insurers and local lawyers. Such relationships cannot be improvised after a ship is hit. Some flag
States are quick to register a ship and slow to enforce the Maritime Labour Convention when wages stop,
a crew is abandoned or repatriation is due. India must press them to honour those obligations.

India’s bilateral maritime agreements usually recognise Indian certificates and expand access to jobs.
However, they say little about legal assistance, consular access, or repatriation. Shipowners choose the flag
under which vessels operate, but they still need crews. The Philippines and Indonesia face similar
challenges. Together, the three countries could push for common standards on repatriation, detention, and
deployment in conflict zones through the International Maritime Organization and the International
Labour Organization. Otherwise, an owner constrained by one country’s rules can simply hire elsewhere.
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deployment in conflict zones through the International Maritime Organization and the International
Labour Organization. Otherwise, an owner constrained by one country’s rules can simply hire elsewhere.

The right to know

Before signing a contract, a seafarer has a right to know who really owns the vessel, where it will sail,
whether it is under sanctions, whether its insurance is valid and whether its owners have abandoned a
crew before. Routes can change after departure. A seafarer ordered into a designated high-risk region
should be able to refuse and return home without penalty.

Before signing a contract, a seafarer has a right to know who really owns the vessel, where it will sail,
whether it is under sanctions, whether its insurance is valid and whether its owners have abandoned a
crew before. Routes can change after departure. A seafarer ordered into a designated high-risk region
should be able to refuse and return home without penalty.
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India’s maritime ambitions are usually measured in ports, corridors, naval deployments and tonnage. In a
seafarer’s home, the questions are more immediate. Where is he? Who employs him? Who is responsible if
he does not return? The flag above the vessel may be foreign. India’s responsibility to its nationals is not.

IANFT - FF WA FgHitar Rar &1 Qv 8
FarEhrT

ARG A AT IRT § WAY] FHSNT d HA & Foll 3eedl & TIU qardm g, Afehed Tehaielioin
QY derar g1 gfar & ol A ATFT FFdeet ST A A hdel - AR, Iob, &, BT 3R
AT &Y TANIET GEAeTiehd &, STaieh $TRc, TTfehdlet, 3T hIRAT IN-TANE qTATI] 32 § 3R SoRseT
N 37 AT FASNA & FTe TIRGH TRIAT & FEJ: oliel G- FoNIgel, Hal IR 3R &1 WA
ATFT FFGesT 81 Hehdd &1 7 et foh faord FAdwar 7 wifered= 3R 38 3RT A v & d@Ar
§mm,mﬁw-@%ﬁﬂmmﬁﬁwamﬁwwmmaﬁwmﬂml
3Oh AT H o ARSI T T8 H A o THGI W gHel fhv ar qiihedal o a1 Al a1
MTaﬂTwsﬁéa%m%?rgﬁma#EﬁWﬁ'g@wrmmﬁﬁws‘cJ\cu“af’rq»su%Ha:i’ravg
$I A & A B g, 3 7 AR 3uctstr §, 399 Acg | 3R afgd A 3R 9RT 39 su=
W a9 Al FARFT o IfREdT & dId W TISEERUT ART AT, THT I STATAEG Tolc AT
SEXETe, ARG TG RA] FHESIT § IR™A TRIAT A RAY] g¥IRT & v 75 g5 Y& g,
Aferst sa TR & 3 o Irod LT 1§ 9Iee|
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Rrear A1y, (dad SR 3 'Tedd U Wedq' i1 aredfar Iz )

H TNMAR T & I} A A e g1 ST Ra 1 39
qHCY A T AHgS Fexar H H S @A oS o) A
& gHS N Foll & Wl & dra drgferel =eller, ger @
% AT Tle H Ygof Tolell, ot F T W R Tarfese
AR ATFERT HSH F TG o AR IMET & el FHer
AT & ST, faeaar, SegAderdr 3R AT FdeA3it
S IAfANAT FEAT Folell- I T 363d AL A A
RIdTeT gl

BT B AT & dG & H 3H Adel W A A F
REvilcaae-cReA 3 gl @ 348 Ageaqol & Seem|
el REAITaTel-gReA AT Y& el dlell AR BT Gl AT AT| FHAN TISC 36T UT- GhChI
& TIT gAx T dgc SeTgl AR FAT olH0l & Sliaeaos & v st A & deprd e

CRSH Woloed & €A AT gl 366 W higd @l - Fhehl & v gard aer dar
HAT| SEY AT I IRUMA § F SETell & §d T T3h dAs SNl & 3R TgI8r W a8 gdcaT Tl
W #Hehic H SIS Tl STl gl s TR TSR qdeent T AR QU A Hl § 3011 Jrafaiehar
I oId €, I8 38Y TACT GAROT I GEH(A B T & FehdT At o TEA| eegrd & YSh
T HREAST H WETT Wl W HFEURE TelcH HI SET6 Fordl SIgeled ol Ferdr f&ar Sirer g
W o A & T gIAT & HRUT T, FUT Siiael H 9§k ol & Tl $g R 3Heh o
ST T AT ¢

AfeheT el &1 AT & eRIT J 37 fauR &1 g@’r vt off goAg & 31| A JoAhd F3 BIC
3@l 3R Afgen FaI-Herdr THg § g3, Few el & REdifeaae-gReA A o 39 3w
FRIGAT & ded IGATAS HIAA I YIRATT &AT AT 37 ATAAAT H IrIsH AT, {AShes
AHASRAAT IR T 3R caies et & [AFed & &7 & FUS F 7 {erar St ggel anfder o)
HRT & Fs Todl A g 9feTor ar Gar Srar g, dfhed AR & faERT & AT & T
HAGRH HHI B A6l 8l Gid| Il HT Ahodl dI TUR ST Pl Pl GIcd I ST 2AT|
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eafAdt & gied, Rare! 3R gaee & SisH 0 day TUifd fFu a0, Segia 3eaehr 3meiidenn
oI TaTRica 9T foham|

fSeT 3eafaat & A A1 g3, 307 F IAch I FRIGR HT TEAR FA AR SAaad-TR & R
A H Hh @ &1 g8 REdiicaael-gReA & 3 @el @l SHEH ol FAEAT TR N IR el &
foT gl 3carel A fFafAd Iqfc fAem ool &1 588 v Aiser fAsfAd g3m &, S adea
F T JgaT Seaae 3R TUNT A9 & T gk AaT-TTdT IR T gl

I H AT 6T & FAR AT aRA TAT §Ha Fs 0 RNoUdRT & A1 AT f9dram, S 31her
39 IRFARD fRIeT F SHfad @ gU &1 §A 39 Sae & TR H ST, 398 oA [EEIGIEYI
W G 3R 3eTeh HIH HI ST fhAT| 3o Red 3R RERT H GHSA &I 360379 39
AT #H 3chd Hegdlel ATl

ALY ol # U dFhdl & INIR IR Rod & A g fqemr & v greell 9gef & ar &
STeTeht 3R & 9RO Al | Healel Sietonfad dfeat de 38 Siore & ardl, dg3it 3R 31T aegsfal &
Y Tl 31$ A 3 eI STl @ A arel FamerEt W & @R @ A1 59 3¢ ST & qw
AT H ST =T, A 37T ToNfdehT & 3798 g A gl a7 38 dlg WA Gdce I ggd
AT AT IS, AT 3687 3% AU dhfeus mehfasr & aree [Aefd Har anl 9fs 3 a1 4
8 g1 SioTeil & IR &, SHAT 3¢ iAAET e YRIGTOT Sl IMSSH, IiF THeaT ol & e
3R RFR-UE g&dt &1 ear a0 & fov IR fRar @)

TAEAT FHERT & GRFEARE FAl HT IUAT dodolid HIETIT I HAGA e, oMb & HaER Yar
e 3R AT Me3s atem 3R T F SARA ST F HAF TS F HAS HT HIE S
ﬁﬂmmﬁﬁgm%lwwﬂwm%,mﬂﬁé?aru SASTAT &t H off 39T SreEr
aIfRT
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¢fdd ST
Afaera Awear & IuTells & ATHS

Jfaemmer =g, (r@® e 3k oA AT Al F @Avw §)

Date: 25-07-26

AR A gfaarf qfef hae AR A1 3T RGT & YA HT AIH =1 8, 9feh HAsh Jansit 3R
3oToh GRART &Y 3MHIEM3T T 3UR &1 U ST asl deh Ficed IRAH T g, IRAR 39T S
Y I, GEThT 3N WA-TH R T el & AR QO Afasg v odiatm o feahr gier g1 0 &
ST 9AYT ok glot AT GET F JAIATAN 1 TR AHA HTAT § dF hdel Teh GLET 1gT, Sfodh
QA IIEYT HT fAREFAIAT FHSR # WY g SIeh &1 o o anf # g 7 3l 93 el 3R
Tdetl faare ¢W &1 Toreue @ e, I wewr @ guiee, [afdes Tt i gfow ve weEry ahe
AN Y $1ci qOeTIY, THUEET & S35 fadre, Jele-Ae 9lieT &1 I gl a7 s 9udls Sl Teh
% dI¢ Ush G & Ig TISC gl ¢ foh FALAT hedl Ueh I a1 8T dh AfAd g7 gl

T AUl I FHEAT Uil & Hgl e Aifderd AR TwAcHs aherar &1 aRone gl
safaT s FATUE i Tolifde ART & gl dfcsh eamash Afaerd GURT & TolRir gem| e
JORellsh T TeAT hael TIET HATe H g5 Uh Teh A6l &l A9 b 38D He PROT 1 AL TS
SITUAT, A9 deh ol HEAT, TTREARY, Femdieieh HRarg AT Teh HAT & SES § FHAEAT QI e TATC
Tl gl Ueh AT ALIHAGINT IRAR 379a0 dTd &l S el & JUad & folU gui de or@r
TAY PITIT W T HIAT &1 T THeldl I THGAT 3icdd TrfAd & 3R gfaeaet s &g e,
a9 FT AT I TEAT HT 3R 87 37T 8 S 81 IRelieh AR gdeT ATthar 36 A cgaean
&I 3T g1 SHIAT SoT TTAHT I haol Hleel-cTTEUT HT HHATAT AT GATCA G FEM| SI3HT
Tg GHET 39 e cggedr &1 aRRona o B, f9ad Afdea gaur afam k-4 fagaresh R &
3T Ueh AR TaEAT &1 T g1 3HToT o # Hhews, srsdeas 3K affes a7 a5t &
omr@l el IREdt & HT UGS FA 8, difched faSaer Ig § o AfSwher gaer qdiem &1 wawg 3R
IRY T geufa g1 Sist S HATAT Ters & ey T g gehr &1 AT fAHerid A e & aifeer
3eIeT & 3ETUROT §9 @ TR fear §1 THEAT & g@T HAgeaqul Uge] AfScher RI&T & 3uelstr
et 3R el fr g'ar & §7 dendR dedr @S B

W Ay ardr facardt Afswa Freelt # gawr $r g6 e da g, Safh AR Afshd FHelell H
et i wear WA &1 s Afdwa s 7 @ 30amea 3w §, At 3t B saeh iftew
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¢ f Jrfreprer aRaRT & T ggl yaer S Fera el gldTl IRUIATTET FS 3ihl HT A o@l
faeanf@at & QX #iasT &1 haer w &ar g1 WA [Rufy A I§ F@miae § R T gaer wlieT &
HAecd AT ¥ & 9¢ U] ofd qu #Afasy ve € afiem W R g 3R e @faa & ar
ST Tcdl & foIv 8 319y FAS & IO YT gl &1 379 AT 37 1 § o AfShor A sgaedn
A e GURT W IRAT @ TR fohar Smel S 1 faearerlr e ik e & Jegsa & &
SER ATHSIET TATAT T glAT a1fgu| I SREdi el H UGl Sl arell g & gaer geTm
&I qrEATds IRT & IR da o faeanidal &1 earer Famnfas &7 & faege $r ggrs ) dieam|
g8 3H Tpell T ggfr weal, AT W et FeRar & gl 3 fagarerat @ darfter sffer
T & FSIg gaf| Taer TishaT shdel Ueh feeT &l olieTT oeh WA o | Tderordly yeel=, aragieh
Hlerel IR AR deifOier 3uctfsedl r off 3T Agcd ¢ W AaR fFar o ahar g1 s8d
faefiat X v & 9T &1 HcAfw AATHF GaTd HA gEI| hdel AfSchel Fletail I HEIT FGTT]
qATCT Gl 8RN BRI dleleil & HIC delet, ol AfSder Freail Hr BT &I 3% aresft 3k
Tferd Sl TT R8T A I[orear FARTT el H AT A I FeA 3o gH| ST TR Fe,
ash srarAT gfaeayt &1 gara wa grem|

qUETT GUTTell I deheilehl &7 & 31T GIIAT FeAlem gl geaaast i f3fsieer uiespeerd, qefara
gelagTiers faaRor, Sg-Falra gHATofienior, $HAA Jefarar ImRa FaRET Jar Jeds TR T
STATaeEl Sl SHaEUTT ST QU g @91d g1 91 o o 3R, gieng 3R favaeliy fB3iaee
AIaslieleh HTETTAT TAhfAT &I §, 6 U= qO& omelr 1 ol FRiaid iR gReel a=r Fehar &
S ook TH AR § S3 AAede G e AT et 89T, dd deh shdel AU [AGH Hlofed &1 &4 @
3naferd aRome 8T el

Date: 25-07-26
AFdd & FT
HUTCh I

Ueh ShdiFh ¢ & AR @l & ATd 3R &[T TER HT fHAT FHAGRT 9T gard 38d & ar
39 IHAY HT SRR FA 8, 1 3e¢ T W & v gferd i1 Joene F&dr w1 JgRT o
HT AT SEAT ST HHAT &2 Tg FATT HAlC 2026 H YATT Ih g1 & Aeg W TS §U JHialedl A

8



www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (25-July-26)

AMAT Jar3it & fWerh i & WY & WA 3 & dg 337 8, 9 Ig AR atel & o
e oTel gHEs IS & 7 YTl o g e TR [AreT a1 ead ar Al &
TG, & dehlol I doiig sTel f¢aT 3T, 39 d16 feeal & Sk AR W Ay vl & anfae g
arell & f@em gferd o Sl e owrs, oot fr s fr a8, 388 WaR f A AR
aﬁw’a%ﬁrwﬁaﬁaﬁw@msﬁ%w@g@wﬁﬁﬁmw?m%
f@eTs Hes & gU Uh Yedi F gRIA $ Aenfdal #r ve il @ i AR IReHregr
WP T AR & fF W g SN, A&7 af I F ' UIEsT 31 a1 3R R ge [ieeht o mane
W

Fare § &t deditae 3R aifaqer fate gede & arfde g oR & fav faeaRiat an el ofr safaa
# gford W g S € A 38 HY 3T | #2195 U O @¥hd A §, oradr anfadr A s
& A T & TSI WHAR T ST Flefel T @I &I elfAcd A aTel U ehiFd & Sfgeeh IRt
UHAT & TET @, ol FHS aIG fhad 3FAIG T STl @9 § R Hiel-cqae T S U W & fov e
T i 1 fSFaely & dgd Sl €, ofehed 3R fohddt gfcraeredl i giehd &1 aolg @ & el T AT
T BT g1, A 38 HA W S| e geAuT Ak F Aog W Al a7 e 3R iy Rew 74 &
SEAh AT AN & T Yedd Ha1 Fa1 0 aifafafy g, oae fov faganfdai & svgar & dier ar 394
gedaeR TohaT STT? 38T oRE $© S9IEI W YeleThiRal & &M 3R gierashidial w gael 1 off sfaa =g

ST ST HehdT|

g0 FA H TH MR Hare T8 39T § fF TR AR W v & e faganfdat w andy gom arel #
STl & SeTar O T HT 3, BT g g B B gt A | 3o @ 5 @ ot
oRE &, a6 AT AT 9 W oAl AHTCE AL A | YeAARRAT @ 36 T AU HT I fow HghA
& IR et fGar arl 0 g SR g o HlofeT-cqae AT FAT0 WAl WA 1 SFAedr § 30 g4l
& dgd HFER Yo @l & TR TEd 3@ ITETIN A1 Uscl § #IR 38 Sedelr # faard &9 4 75 o
AT & fF PR &1 FIg o Fas a1 Fage Far o Tafa & 0@ A8 & T, F@d a3k
HauTfeeh HUHR FASR & AT 3¢ JHAW Tgd| IR FPR A9 58 &Acd H €I AL I &, A
AT AdAS Tg § Toh 3 ANTR & adlevdiae HR Faurfae ARERT Hr e 6T §1 TR =fic Je=97
fieh & AT W Y yediad a3 arell & Y Yiod & ST adia QHE 3T, $67 &1 g2l O WER
FIT HCA Soll TR gl
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Date: 25-07-26
e P HHC
UG

AR & ARa wia faffes S W ek Afd & IRT e T fr B e & §) weufa
Sldlles €9 & grel 81 & Tollel fohar g1 fo 3raARer 3mnfad SRe gansit w 3erd, 2028 @ e
ST, S gger a¥ & BrEe 3R 38 dg & @ BrEe g S| FE e, fia R B gd o
HRA Higd Aelg 3T oMl @ IAfad a&d3il W 8@ Hrae AfARFd Yo 1 o awom Hr g
gleliteh, ARG T IR @ 30 W Fg e & Tob QU ST I 8, olfehe] FeT HGAT A qd H 3ol 4
@Tﬁ\_:rg“(fﬁqﬁ-a-lwﬂ Yok A & hiel T AT FT & oE] Fel HT WS & §F & <@ ST 8T
g1 3ARFT & 37 Aoy &1 ARad &7 @ 9RaT F a1 AITd W 3/R 939, Fife a8 3@ &t
SR car3it T Tad 37 fAaTded g1 0 & e 937 T JgT ¢ o ARd 3 arel Gt & 59
el & @ g 2

AR § o AR #T 3R & Uod T #RA W Ta1d B Yooh @MU S F 0 & T
PRITR W HIHT 3[R 93T AT| gledifeh a1 & AR Fr ¥ 31ered o Iseufd sSdres €T & 39
thae A Teg A fear ur| 39 ARG A SRS @Bt F AT W HR-IREHA Yoob oA HT
el fhaT &1 SEhRT &1 AT § 6 &0 0ENfas §9 § 30N o Afd & foiar @ amgd
g HRA & &1 HT S0, A 3§ GAAT F A #f FEl ST §, #4098 3w ST B SRR
gar3t T Mgt AT g1 a¥ 2025 F WA o IANHT H 9.7 3RS STeR I gan3dt & FAa & |
Ig 3 Por ARaeh W AT 25.8 IRT SToR &7 HAT 38 BrEE 81 FHY TSI SIRAT ST Hehel
g [ 3RS & 39 FeH &1 9IRT & AT W FATr 3R 93 Thdr &1 0 H HART & dhious
39T & dX W Ta & 3fRer W fRar &a aelr gl arr & 33w, arfasr 3R, snhie
3R ofRE eit A gar AT ot AT FHTEIT JoTel W ST higd AT e |
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