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Democracy Demands Space for Dissent
ET Editorials

The Bombay High Court deserves the nation’s gratitude for reminding Mumbai Police that organising or
participating in peaceful protests against the government is not tantamount to waging war against the
country. Setting aside the one-year externment order against Saeed Ahmad Abdul Wahid Chaudhary,
general secretary of Socialist Democratic Party of India, Justice Madhav ] Jamdar rightly criticised the police
for attempting to turn citizens into ‘slaves of the government’.

Criticism of the government and its policies is neither anti-India nor anti-government. It is the exercise of
a fundamental constitutional right. In a democracy, citizens are entitled to question those in power,
however uncomfortable that scrutiny may be. While this right is not absolute, the threshold for curtailing
it must remain exceptionally high. The state cannot deny fundamental freedoms on suspicion,
inconvenience or political disagreement. Restrictions demand clear, compelling evidence that speech or
protest has incited violence or posed a genuine threat to public order.

The police are duty-bound to protect both public order and constitutional liberties. Their responsibility is
not to shield governments from criticism but to ensure that competing viewpoints can be expressed
without fear. The state must not put its thumb on the scales of public debate. Its role is to safeguard an
environment in which free expression, dissent and peaceful assembly can flourish. India prides itself on
being a vibrant democracy and an open society. That reputation rests not on the absence of criticism but
on its willingness to tolerate and engage with it. Treating dissent as disloyalty weakens the Republic,
protecting it strengthens both the nation and the bond between citizens and the Constitution.
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Two together

India and Japan did well to ring-fence their ties from multilateral accords
Editorial
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s first official visit to India turned out to be an occasion to signal

enhanced bilateral coordination in the face of global uncertainties. Rapid changes in geopolitics and
technological advances are forcing all countries into fresh thinking, most consequentially with regard to
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China. The U.S. appears less enthusiastic about the Quad grouping (with India, Japan, and Australia) and is
unsure of the nomenclature “Indo-Pacific” in its strategy. Against this backdrop, India and Japan declared
a joint intent to continue with an ‘updated’ Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) posture, ring-fencing
bilateral ties from multilateral arrangements. Ms. Takaichi signed at least 16 agreements and documents,
including a joint statement on energy resilience to support bilateral cooperation along the ‘maritime
energy transport value chain’. The commitments to energy cooperation were supported by the awareness
that to play lead roles in the FOIP, the two sides should cooperate in the energy domain from South Asia to
the Indo-Pacific. This concern was also linked with the problems both sides faced regarding the safety of
energy-carrying ships and sailors during the U.S.-Israel war against Iran. The two major Asian economies
have a shared interest in ensuring that the nearest energy sources in the Gulf remain accessible. They have
agreed to build naval platforms to enhance maritime domain awareness and surveillance.

Ajoint statement issued during the visit mentioned “serious concerns” about the prevailing situation in the
South China and East China Seas, and Japanese officials spoke to the media frankly about the need to
address the Taiwan issue peacefully. Though a planned visit to Guwahati was dropped, Ms. Takaichi
underscored Japan’s attention to the northeastern regions of India by connecting them with “relevant
partners and regional organisations” of the Bay of Bengal region. BIMSTEC was mentioned as a partner
organisation for Japan. Japan has major investments in Bangladesh and Thailand, and connecting these
projects, including the Matarbari port in Cox’s Bazar, through an ‘industrial value chain’ with India’s
northeast can boost regional prosperity and security. Ms. Takaichi has painted a vast canvas of cooperation
stretching from India’s neighbourhood to the Pacific Ocean to protect the India-Japan relationship from the
uncertainties of the current world order, but both sides have to manage multiple other relations effectively
to ensure optimal outcomes. They have to manage their relations with China and the U.S. in such a manner
that their strategic interests are protected and conflicts avoided. It can be a path of mutual learning and
cooperation for India and Japan as they seek to navigate the global turbulence.
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AASTHAA MY &7 gee T Joob A dhao AP U9 T 3N & AT FAR @ &
R X § g ot g =gl s & Wy ore & Fo W o twe o o anfee, e
g & died ©c¢ 3R aR & REr g F Jfasy 7 Afy & gea 1 i@ ik Bae-frae
AR % @ glan| T hayd ol SAfAT Taeash g, Fifh dorar TRl & JhoT o feq FATST Hr
HIGTAT T GO A& e foham &1 3T 3mer AR faeard 1 68 A 95 &1 89T a7faqfd &
foT cre A FoR ¥ FoR Fad o H Faferarge &1 aR=g a8 o agwl Ife 3maeags FHe
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ST @ TFC P HIT F 30 A0 R T 76T FI g Y Hr e afRwl cre F gerfRwiRat #
g ITHTH 8T AIfeT foh 5t 93 #AFS & 3egiel 39T FTHRET, Hdea1eirerdr 3R derar &1 9=
el AT ASTT HidsT § & Torar Ay &7 ATHT THA 3 W T [l el & 398 e
FIT fRaT IR AT RE dedldd THIT H 3TIAERIT ST T DI SIF Ugel FAT Aal T IS? a&dd H
U T Fg 3 Jald g, 5 e&c & USHOhIRAT 3R 3TH FrIdel = ook & @srT :a T
Her g T 1T AR g AT FAR A & IRHT W haer o F o T Re & o &
S| MR o Gl ollalt hr 3 F AT QU S & die JURMe S5 41 A& Jolls I1S?

g ATl & S-Sl FRUT ¢ foh e & o JefOFIRAT o MaRIhdl § 316 AAFR g
W AR A9 $ 39 & RS & A @ Al 5 e 0 e Ay o agT & ol g
FRUT & & g¥e & ol qeIfsRy T §9 & AhT 760 ¥ IR FT o fhegl FROT § @I
WHWW—WWT@T&TIWﬁ@waﬁ?ﬂmaq’dl%umqliﬂfr?mﬁﬁ
Ol (Y J ol T 3R T I 37 WY &, TP Re-dE F 3IRT TPdR THS 37 [ &1 ST
RIS & gFe $T ofF gffier g W &1 Hih dorar TR & JH0T o G G T CALT U= R 3Thse
forar 8, safov USE Fagdaess w0y, fava fiq Rwe 3 HIeTaT & WY-6TY &g Ud qod AHR &l
8 Ig 3@ Ben o 56 AHS H aredd HA gy T qU 3N UEl & Gl g1 HTGRThdT hdel FHehT
Ter & T #1eral & T &1 T F1 RIe-fhde @@ g O &1, sfed 0T FIS cgaear dad= Fr o
¢ T g7 Ui &1 39T fohed st & fovar Sroem
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| FET B g A Ak TR W AR & 3 FRAR gl
T o Bfoed 3RT@ 3R 37 7R IrRreT & hora Srer
o dRGH TR W T el FoAldr 97 & g1 3@
fageeTr Far gl foh S deheller @I & Siidel X Hl S8
FolTel, 3eTehl THST FI [AGTAR A & HIA H AT drigy 2T,
aE 319 Hidd IR RIS AT & @9l & v wh
FOR SR d7 W@ g1 aren faarg @era ;A & s
ARG o @ d 97 &, 5 4G e 0 e
fe@= &1 3R g, oas aIRT swa- afcaat & dia ewor
T EEE R Y e & aE Ad, SueEaiat i ged
& FleT AMVoT & AFFA AN TF W &l & AT eTerrse
9 o fow 57 3¢ &1 Fared § T 39R 38 dRg &1 TR« A a9 qgu @ dTel Teh
AR T Arerel MBIAT AT T TS ST Wl &, dl 38h IS died ol & 3R 3¢ &A1 §1971 & Ig T«
el A g AR FAUT HlT HeIT FA LT &1 FIT SEEAH AR 3TR HaTeleh FHAl HeT' T 30h
forw del foeAel AT e7cl o @8 39e 7T 9 IS glehal | Bolal-Folel I S & @
¥

g 9ol Jaf g foh TSR o dre ﬁﬂ%ﬂwﬁﬂé‘rﬁmﬁﬁq@m Sl aTer e [t &
HHES & AT & dold el ol e AT &1 gl & & WHR o Al & & Tarffica are arcdq &l
3R TS 3UAETRAT GrAUT F AHA A Afeq for A1, fFwd A Bur a ad w& f g & T
&1 Fgal T T HSAT & HAAT & 39 [AFA-prRae a1 fGanfader gia &, S dgd a 3mufieieis
AT I §eT & 81 IR AT 9Tl & o 3rafeistersh @ealy S gfensr & shuferar el giaer
3R TS & Hdldedh TF el 81 T iAo 3R Bl dR 9 & 3er & R & A= S
arell 31eellel 3R =l & TleT M7 F FI WA & fWed F&ch AR 37 W gl R A o9ma
P oA I 3T FAT Bl &2 T H Ig FAT o1l AT ST o § 9ol aeElt & gaikd
A F SIRT AH A=A FAS AT Il § AR JhRIR @ 9 o Wl g¥ehcll 1 HEMeR il
g ?

Ig €T TW@A T T ¢ & STeand W [Fams g Iy 8 & 99 388 Adegd $1F e
o &1 9 ITYAE delieh 38 WE aarah ¢l W A e Bied AR A ash ¥ s 3wy &
e therdT ST T@T 8, 39 3MUUTees glahdl W Uk oIt & Ifa 3ErEladr stder & H8 ¢@r e
?HIg Y dodelle 39T AT H Teh foRUST U §1 AT dd 3Tcr g, 99 309 dhRIcAd 3R
SIRd F 3UAET & T T dhad doll SEIHATT T HIRAA HT AT §, sfod 3T MRS glahal &r
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#ff FIRAT FAAT A AT B saﬁcﬁgﬁmﬁéﬂwﬁmé?ﬁwwaﬁmm
€ 3R sHh 3TN F ST §U & H G el T &1 AR g8 THAICR fBfSeer wareet
8 WeRT A Ot &$ arfafaferar Fenfard &1 S W § a1 Y ofer el T o ot 3He geudi
el ol g, S 379 cgraeh fRIAr T HRUT &7 IEr g
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Tg 91d 99 ¢ [ oRa # @ afasmsit fr FAr T8 g
A H FT W QA IWAH F@HA 3T g, Segia
ARTSET TR W ST HT ATH IAA ThaT &1 gTelifeh, 39
T F ) SARR A&7 AT AT HhaT T Piere AdrT Fr
AT 3R GHICT IAER U AT FRAUT3AT AT e TS
o §a g3 g1 3T 919, U 3R TR gHEAT 1 Fhsac)
T SRNT Sdell 97 & 9137 § & 9RdT Wl &7 ar@ o1
& Harar @s @ qv g1 Ig gHedr s A @ oqf
TG Tl A6 e § ST &1 AL T ¢ o vuafeaw A e 7 3R & Fr & F oy A
IS ST Sectel el drell T dfRaes FET # AR I T § MY FAT 9T w@r a2 gl & A
3H Igaid I8 & & a7 U H e Vel [aAtr fr areiRar F gHEsa § araaRy SdY 5T W@ E
1 Y gahT asle $o R &1 T8 ued Rk fWenfsdl w & w1, sfesh TR, yerde 3R gfvert
T FHRACICT, Hlhell Ud HdeaTelleldl 9T 8 7

ARcere § o Mool & avl @ Sifter Soous & gl i P & Fad FW T & HROT faeg
TYAfEFH A i I H AR B AT F wgd ITF S arel & & T A o AT forar
21T|sﬂﬁmﬂwﬁa‘&ﬁ?smi%H{m{@rsﬂTﬁéﬁﬁﬁTﬁifrW%ﬁ%Umﬁm
Seofeh! IOl SITEAT & 3Felled H FE HH Aol T g1 IE T ¢ & FIAT & Ieolded 9T AT
W Gefad f@amdr & & W A Sar €, fhT su varEet a1 @ Fut fr SFEARr @ed g
g ST &1 3R IS RS 3etea & 0 gar Iar Wiew Ud 97 uerd ofdr §, St fAgAt & ey
g, dr 38% AT Saeedl W @ aF i a3t &1 At Hr gAicd et g @enfsat & dds
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Tg SREd T 3T A FRE fr SEaery wemae aur gfietst fr & gidr &1 0@ F J=
¢ T ST Ao HRA T & T GfAfhaicAs Jadsl & & 96T Teh TRATIHRT Feelld T 3R

heH ST SIU|
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AT Seh HEPIA & Ueh HEIAH HellhR cliolel 15 AT a8 ol aifd g1 o dreg
HAAgeh Al UsdlEl o U= Teh CET Ioad Y fear §, fowehr warfa 3oa qor & & #1gh, 9O el
gierar & | shdd SeHeTG & 6T, R HT T AUl Uh UgHl TN IS §l Teh FHollhR & & A
ST GEAT S TS H IO G, T IO T F UF e T FoN &7 F REHT [EHR Io%
el &1 geFsl, deH $uuT AR YA TAEUT & dlg dhad WRA Il ST falel GFAT & 3eieh foIT
QY I IAT UT| I8 TST MM I | $IRT H J9 off IS Mh FelrepR A0 819, ar 38F T Ao
15 P UG I ool ATCd g S JuY diefel 918 & fhar ar, 38 #@éa Ie @ 61 S d gl
IR SIS AT § 3 dTell dislel §18 A NS Wl & AT o S oo U9 o amw)
S A3 gfaar o f9ore, 30a & U3 T 37 aA & Sorw| A 2 37 | fGag w e
IGT| I8 SAASlld F de@dl g TS| W—WB@W,WWE#W%%@?\WH@T?I

HRAT lch &l H GSdlell 1 TUTT 3701 &1 Ig Hale, MA-FIMd, o7, 3T iR g¥ eafaat @
Tl @ileh oI1cT g Usdlell H 9isar &l amem 37ATd FGTHRA I Udh-ATChIT HATT I TGAA-IMTT
8T 81 €T Tg, Aol S1$ T SR & Igel SSH ATl T A ISdlell HI GITT AT| SIITH
HY T S AT Tlehsl ARSI AT gead & Fof gl I &| Gsdlell &1 gH deadr Aol @ 3rcm@T
maéﬁmuﬁmﬂsﬁﬁmlaﬁaﬁméaﬁrmﬁagaaﬂmag$mgmﬁ-§mﬁq3
3CHTE A 31T STl | T GRITHT T g1 AT hraeh 1, S5 FoAlell 30¢ HoR 16l UT| T8 WS §lohY
3R SrA-SER G A AR HAT & H1T & WY Q@ =G Fr A g1y F dqur fAw e a1
T T AGTHART & AT A A 781 oorcl ATl G ST § FART AT ¥ Hefy arer g1 e,
or el ey, o el Glodl & o aher, T JTehTer, A el ST, o el $TITaTeT ST I ATerelr AT
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qrefehl| g 3Ty Hﬁ,sug\ua 2aidTeT o Ysdreil I S8l de qguleu,a%T o 3@ faur #r Tgd
IR Fag a& o T JdIoa TS|

3ﬂ3r45q|ﬂ'ié€qn«|¢|<angd &, 9T ol d15 ST @IS 8T g1 37T Adsd 3R e arel FaeR
Eﬁag?ra?rrg%,w T ik FHAThRI T ST Gl ofdl gl cliolel ST 30 9IS e BIs 715 &
SAIRATST BAHIE I FATS 3og X ScHd-3MAST H TWISEM| 3 gfaar § oxdidae 3R AGIR
q fiohell el UsdTel &l UfdfAeica Sl HIIM? 3oTehl 3 TGl el AN, W &id gd a¥ & 3eTepr
R AT 7ET ¢ T@T AT| AT Gof T ST g foh citolel a1 o 39ar el 3R Tfd & Saree &
URYRe Hafld @l 3 Fasiiaer feam| are ST, R & Faeard AchsR-HA AT golld deldR &
Aehl W Ao 918 #1 3T W R@ar a1l AT W a9y v et a8 f gg o\ e 3R
38k HIY dddl, aleld, ST, AR T ARl HIT ATRONT &1 FHIAT H 3aH faad
Yh1el TIH &, 51 3T 2 & FHellhRI I T e@rdr &Ml
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