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Indian? Prove It

Yes, passports alone don’t prove citizenship. But govt must understand why there’s
general anxiety

TOI Editorials

An MEA official’s response that an Indian passport is not proof of citizenship, to a question on a passport-
holder’s exclusion from SIR, has created both uncertainty and anxiety. Understandably so - there’s been a
lot of chatter about the citizenship issue. What the official said is correct - the passport is the primary
document for international travel. And, yes, there are various categories of passports, one of which may be
issued to non-Indians in select cases. Also true: Bombay HC’s 2013 judgment was clear that a passport by
itself is not proof of citizenship.

The fact is India has no single document for citizenship. And attempts at building a National Register of
Citizens have, unsurprisingly, faltered. Proving citizenship through documents is a complicated affair. This
is not only because India is a document-scarce country, but also because how citizenship should be
determined was mostly allowed to be a flexible process. This was by design, given the range of peoples that
call India home. The original idea of citizenship presumed most people residing in this country are citizens,
unless there was clear and present evidence to suggest otherwise. But, for some time now, this view hasn’t
found favour with the official approach.

There’s a problem with that. In the accelerated push for document-based determination of citizenship, and
with the relevant law going through multiple amendments, in 2003, 2015, 2019, and 2025, citizenship has
become a status that depends not only on possessing documents but on possessing the right documents
that fit changing legal criteria. One of these is legacy documents. For example, can proof of birth in India be
considered evidence of citizenship, without proof that one of our parents was also born in India? If the
answer is no, then the sarkari solution will be: get proof that your mum and dad were India-born. But even
many well-to-do people may not possess these documents, far less hundreds of millions of poorer residents
of this country. And woe betide anyone who’s lost their birth certificate - getting it out of the relevant
municipal authority is a Kafkaesque ordeal. And, as some have pointed out, what’s to prevent an official
from asking where your grandad and grannie were born?

None of this is happening now. Neither was MEA wrong. But govt must ask itself why many people who
call themselves Indians in utterly good faith, are getting increasingly apprehensive about the citizenship
question.

1



&
www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (26-June-26)

Date: 26-06-26

Good Governance 101

Babus should pay attention to cabinet secy’s note on need for gradual and regular
improvement

TOI Editorials

India’s top civil servant has sterling advice for officers on lower branches. To summarise: when they look
back on their careers, at the end of their service, they should see 30 years of learning and improvement,
not one year’s experience repeated 30 times. Though the idea is not original, as a reminder it is timely. The
civil service, after all, is still India’s “steel frame”. When it refuses to grow with time, it hinders the nation’s
development. And India is a country held back by old ideas, policies, and its bureaucracy’s reluctance to
adapt. But change need not be sudden or dramatic. Officers anyway can’t make tectonic moves. So the
cabinet secretary’s note stresses on the importance of routine things, and recommends getting them right,
day after day, year after year.

That is nothing but ‘Kaizen’, the Japanese philosophy that made Toyota the world’s biggest carmaker, by
sales. Kaizen literally means “good change”. Practically, it requires gradual and continuous improvement.
For example, if the same exam suffers paper leaks twice, there’s no Kaizen in the system. And where there’s
no Kaizen, the people in charge aren’t asking, “How can we do this better, at a lower cost?” There’s
something else they’re probably not doing: ‘Gemba’, or going and seeing with their own eyes. How
Mumbai’s suburban commuters hang out of trains, and how getting a bucket of water consumes hours of
poor women'’s lives.

We can all use Kaizen in our lives, at work and at home, and the cabinet secretary’s advice on keeping
meetings short and purposeful, is important too. Business leaders like Jeff Bezos have their meeting hacks,

like the two-pizza rule - call no more staff than can be fed on two pizzas. And civil servants should be
equally economical, because they operate on the public’s time and funds.

BRCR
THE lll\Il)U

Date: 26-06-26

Onerous rules

The newly amended FCRA Rules point to a renewed attempt to stifle NGOs

Editorial
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| Civil society organisations play a vital role in areas such as
health, education, disaster relief, and civil liberties and rights,
stepping in where the state falls short. Yet, the Indian state has
‘ treated NGOs with suspicion, using the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010, to impose stringent restrictions
on their functioning. Earlier this week, the FCRA Amendment
Rules, 2026 were notified, which require all NGOs registered
; under the FCRA, 2010, to confine their work to activities
specified for their category and to the States and Union

FCRA

Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act, 2010

Territories named in their registration. They must also disclose
their social media handles, websites and publications and are
barred from carrying “political content”. The new rules impose
stringent penalties for using funds for unapproved purposes
and require NGOs to pay separate fees for each category of work and to each State or Union Territory in
which they operate, replacing the earlier system of a single registration fee. These increase compliance
costs and paperwork. While the government argues that such measures promote transparency, even-
handedness and national security, the rules are clearly meant to stifle the work of NGOs. The operation of
the FCRA regime has been far from transparent. As CPI(M) MP John Brittas recently complained,
parliamentary questions on FCRA cancellations and non-renewals have been disallowed as “secret”, even
though more than 20,000 registrations have reportedly been revoked over the past decade on opaque
grounds. Far from improving transparency, the new rules burden NGOs with greater barriers and
commitments, raising concerns that the Centre intends to create a chilling effect.

In Noel Harper (2022), the Supreme Court upheld the stringent 2020 FCRA amendments, accepting the
state’s invocation of sovereignty and national security. Yet, in in 2020, the Court had read down rules that
would have classified the rights activism of civil society bodies, including protests and demonstrations as
work “of a political nature”, drawing a distinction between party politics and the everyday work of social
and economic betterment. The new Rules seek to treat advocacy and “political content” as grounds for
disqualification. In March 2026, the Centre had proposed amendments allowing a government-appointed
authority to take over the assets of NGOs whose registrations were cancelled, surrendered, or not renewed.
Following strong protests, particularly from minority institutions, it put the proposal on hold. Now, the
newly notified rules seem another way of throttling NGOs that utilise foreign funding for civil society work.
The Centre should withdraw the punitive provisions, particularly those on multiple fees and political
content, and adopt fairer rules.

Date: 26-06-26

Keeping humanity at the centre of the Al revolution

AI's promise must be guided by ethics, dignity and accountability

Ashwani Kumar, [ Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India, an author and a former Union
Minister for Law and Justice ]
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At the peak of human history, the Artificial
Intelligence (AI) revolution stands out as a
transformative moment, harnessing the infinite
potential of science and innovation in the service of
humankind. The endless possibilities of Al in every
sphere of human activity and its empowering
potential to deal with the unprecedented challenges
of our times, is a tribute to mankind’s collective
ingenuity = that  validates the  boast of
accomplishments of which ‘even the gods might be
envious’. The automating of tedious tasks involving
repetitive work and freeing time for leisure, expanding access to essential services, breakthroughs in
medicine, ensuring longevity and better health care including cancer screening and prediction of terminal
illnesses, robotic nursing of the sick, a more effective targeting of economic aid to the marginalised,
enhanced accessibility of education and knowledge to all and its vast contribution to environmental
sustainability in several ways including disaster management and weather forecasting are some of the
crowning contributions of Al toward a more inclusive development agenda.

Technology and human values

Even so, questions about the future of human society and the ‘destiny of intelligence’ are most vigorously
debated by philosophers, scientists, statesmen and the technology czars, some of whom have pleaded for
a pause in the further development and deployment of Al that could hijack our idea of humanity. The claims
of the Al protagonists about the ‘amazing abundance’ of goods and services and the caution against slowing
down of scientific progress through regulation must contend with the compelling questions about the
necessity of ethical guardrails warranted by humanitarian considerations and emotions embedded in the
deepest recesses of our being through a cultural evolution spanning the millennia. The question of who we
are, and whether we are ready for a new narrative of humanity in which functional efficiency and promised
material abundance prevail over the yearnings of the human soul and the dignity of emotion, is an
unavoidable and larger inquiry that has resisted the seduction of technological wonders. This is
particularly important given that Al is able to replicate, and in some cases even outperform, cognitive skills,
including the ability to understand human emotions and intuition.

Are we ready for an endless technological disruption and a ‘global epidemic of stress’ caused by a
prolonged volatility in the job market and a predicted ‘useless’ class of millions caused by an unmanageable
stress in coping with the effects of technological disruption? Whether we have new social and economic
models that protect individual self-worth and ensure for all a life of belonging and emotional well-being
are larger philosophical questions arising from a humanist perspective founded on the sacrosanctity of the
values we carry as a badge of humanity.

Clearly, the fact that passionate propounders of Al have cautioned against ‘summoning the devil without a
kill switch’, must awaken us to the urgency of serious reflection on how to preserve ‘the hidden realm of
the mind from which emotions emerge, from which inspiration flows, from which our desires pulse — the
subjective part of the human spirit that makes each of us ineluctably who we are’.

Data privacy vulnerabilities, proliferation of misinformation, electoral manipulations, the possibility of
super intelligent weapons systems going rogue, Al-enabled phishing campaigns, and surveillance and
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censorship are some of the ominous portends that can cause social upheavals without e ective global
regulation.

Preserving the digital sovereignty of nation-states remains a challenge, given that control over data is
intrinsically linked to national security and the strategic autonomy of nations. The establishment of a global
regulatory regime that respects national sovereignty and ensures e ective enforcement can no longer be
postponed.

A moral compass

The world of Al that could rewrite the code of humanity, therefore, needs a moral vision that can harmonise
technological advancement with the preconditions of a virtuous and happy society. Terry Eagleton’s
caution in relation to a sense of seductive self-assurance is eloquent and I quote: ‘An in ated self- belief can
earn its calamitous comeuppance, which caused the ancient Greeks to shudder and look fearfully to the
skies’.

Spanish philosopher José Ortega y Gasset reminded us that ‘we live at a time when man believes himself
fabulously capable of creation, but he does not know what to create. Lord of all things, he is not Lord of
himself. He feels lost amid his own abundance. With more means at its disposal, more knowledge, more
technique than ever, it turns out that the world today goes the same way as the worst of worlds that have
been; it simply drifts’.

The encyclical letter of His Holiness, Pope Leo XIV on ‘Safeguarding the Human Person in the Time of
Artificial Intelligence’, clinches the moral debate on the humanist dilemmas in relation to Al. Recognising
that technology is not antagonistic to humanity, the Pope has stressed the duty to remain ‘profoundly
human’ in an era of Al when ‘human dignity is threatened by new forms of dehumanization’.

Emphasising the need to establish standards of ethical discernment based on the dignity of the individual,
His Holiness has warned against the ‘illusion’ of ‘self assertion’ and cautioned against progress that
exacerbates inequalities and is incapable of healing peoples’ wounds. He has called for a rejection of the
‘idolatry of pro t that sacrifices the weak, a uniformity that neutralizes differences and the pretense that a
single language — even a digital one — can translate everything, including the mystery of the person into
data and performance’. These assertions by the Ponti are moral injunctions in a world that needed a
reminder of the ‘splendour and grandeur of humanity’ beyond its creations and of the limitations of Al in
terms of its ‘a ective, relational or spiritual capabilities’.

The moral code propounded by the Pope, a product of an encounter between lived experiences, spiritual
consciousness and historical memory, asserts that humanity ourishes in the ‘fragility and nitude’ of the
human person and in its limitations.

Ethical Al governance

Thus viewed in the framework of core human values anchored in the dignity of man, global leaders are
expected to opt for a ‘humanist centric’ approach in the deployment and regulation of Al for the larger good
of humanity with the individual at the centre of their decisions. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stressed
at both the VivaTech 2026 conference in Paris (June 2026) and the India-Al Impact Summit 2026 in New
Delhi (February 2026) that such an approach would require a robust and enforceable regulatory
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framework, rather than voluntary and non-binding commitments, to govern the use of Al Such a
framework could democratise access to frontier Al and help build a shared, trustworthy Al ecosystem in
an age that ‘levels everything and reveres nothing’. How nations deal with this epochal challenge will dene
the quality of political leadership and our commitment to inclusive democracy anchored in equality and
human dignity as the ultimate civilisational aspiration.

m m Date: 26_06_26

fFAET Y FH YT I FH a1 F T IRT F
FrTeRTT

Ugel g1 IMYfc-Hehe @ SfgT WT HIcTaedT H 39N VT TH doleT & 3130 Toh 43% qTRer & v
3Tl 1 g1l 3Tl aTell Hehe g (AT §¢ STl g1 TSIET & 79 ANl a1g 8 R & 3T 42% &
AT o §1 39 Tehe 1 ST §U WHR o 3381 111 Foell 1 fady &9 & Rfgaa e g, foes
25% @ HA TqS TaEAT 81 U & 93 0T H GG &l &I B Ul 15 STl g, [T areir
HIBT ST BT &1 STgT TR FEIEd Tolell $1 #AGg & TIT AISTelr §01 WY &, T8l S8l Ig sl
foF 378 9oRT 3R FH WE-UET arell AET B a9 & o 3T 3R desdleT #Ace & Jar |
frart @ off HEsTaT g fF 9T & SaoR & T §9R Y ©isa I g FF oRId 3R S8R
Reet 2o arem SToRT S8R fdshed g1 Weohel &1 Tl SIoRT Il & Hebldol e AT ol & foIgrsm
¥d A A A1 golged F AT FAI-GS AIR FRAT ST Fhel &1 AR F T2 I §T TWHR
gARTd FX fF 95 [ IoRT tATES W @lig il g7 Ths W 18-20 IR & FHATh HT dlel
foramll T 3T SegTel § STven| BHEely fAfaUdr 1 o&d o QU BIem, el ol Algel seam 3R
SR T HEAT olfehel NYOT H I IeAToT Taehed AT |
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faeer #IOT & 3T TASEHUT o & THNE AT T EATdel &, ARTRSGAT HT JHT 18T, Ueh 9gH
N Sed & fear § o sHifaT, it 3 aRom Fgr f R 9 AETRendr w1 HEE e GHATOT
BIdT §1 Ig 3TH URUN 8 aig o & fn qrauie vae QAT AET FEdll 3 THE & AR a9y
gRfEufaat & - 1 Y grauie Sy R ST ohdr g1 3= SRy o ¢ I8 Aoy e
t o5 grgae AT &1 9H0T 8T §1 AU AT F TISEEGRUT & §1¢ 39 W 989 g7 Tarsias
g & afe g ARear &1 yamor F8 § aF T Far 82 38 U safav Y gdg W) g, Fifh
gl # 3R Y &9 § Fo Tsdl H Adarar Al & AT g LANETOT Al THINSIHR & Jered
Ig &gl T b 3R 3 AFIRGAT &I YAT JA8f gl SO g UeT, BT sy, AdGAr Jgdied
T, T HIS 3T o ARG & YAT UF 77 Al T| Ig T&T & & ATTRepdr 1 fFeiRor
fAfcsalRT vee & dgd giar g, oifthad AT I8 § T ¢or & ool &r fohdl aRg T ARTRS
YHTUT 95 SR g1 foham Sirar|

fAfeealT vae gg o garer § & oed, e, g A o Al o E 3R FT 3T URT |
ARTREAT dF BT &, fchel 319 227 H 3T &2 I IRE ARIRSdT &7 g AfRISe yATOT 939 FRY
Ter fopar Srarl faeg & Qe 3R 38T d& F #s Aemada &t & I8 7 Far Jar §1 sqe
TIH 8T o I BT & b 37 G2t & el &l H9Yell ARIRGar gy aa & for ag-Rg &
SEATdoll T WERT gl olell gsdrl Hfeh ART\RY Tae gHhr AEHRA T § 6 R TR
Tcdeh AT I AT ool X Thdl &, ST TgaTd IT ST T Fohdll g 3 39T AT
FI TTTET T TANRAT IR IR Gohdl g, SATAT Ig FH ThaT & ST A1fgT| greliioh 37l H
AR JATOT 99 & folv UTANRET ol 3R 3TYR & TA3RAT & ST T HITAL T 1S, oifche]
FS 8 ALl T 3T 91G ANTRGAT Flofed H HMYUA FeA Il WV Tl & &g TAIRAT hr
HERIRAT SIS IS, Afche] 38 WA AR & d6d Toh P B3 fear amm| s6@ wedg
ATRE IGER IR A T Ygd &3 98d H Toil 5| 303 T Fad 30T # AnRE ToE
IR fRar ST g &1 3RT I8 89w F AW gor & o var € fRar Se 3R vAIRE SRR Y e
I ARIRSAT FATT 97 8T V| Ig Ygel GHATSAT B ugaled el & Y F5 3Hed AT Hr
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ofr gaTeaT LN

Live
feccadria
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ATl FT a4

JUEHT

delolUell H 3T 3hT o o chaol HY TEET HUTS g, dioh deiliarenl R IR s &t 70 @
¥ e 9T AR X 6T §1 3H d O Tk 93 31k & Ugel AT 916 H BIC Fceh 3 §, W 34
SR delolTell H Ugell Seehl 7.2 3R gERT 7.5 At o1 Tl fonell off Pufay ar foelt s cor & 7@
SIS Al & $&hT 1§95 W T g W AT g, Fifh sdel dieal SARAT ' FhSIN &l o
deAUeTT H JE1 HEAT H SARC $RORT X &g 13 | O & 3Heleh FoATehl H Holdll I &I ofdT AT
3R 3AY §U FhHA & TR 3Meheled H B IFT 7 Hehll & 8T & Teobrel a1 S 3FeTATA
ST 31T §, 38 38R, $F § A ¢d oIk oIl &I Hd s ST W@ &1 §@ H 58 usr & Jgr
37 3 W e wIfge & SieT dfare arell Y HEAr A 8 A gl Ig T Ol uE wdr
H 3 H gof fhv 7T gad afFaemel sEat 7 A B

deISIUCT T HaTgeh Asgufcd Sodl AT & fAw & =781, Tg 38 QR & & v geifaat oxr oy
g1 gfaar & dAE FaTH AT N AU HT HAee Al ARl AAT T & ARG @ dASUeT &
ga1d F Wed FrEt A AEIE Rmeh wiRwl oer el s 7A€ s aur F guaw 3Rer F e
i Ferar ar, f5@d ded 56 & & Tseufd AGY H FREAR Y TR ARG o S arn
AT| ISt 3R 3R HTERAT F IR 3 U H T§ TSl 39T g AT 3fadle; F =g, fahra
d GofdTE T HTE §1| &1Fhel H 3R 9o ¥ $o 93 3R I A FIREs 4 8 BIC daAsfuer A
SH 3MMYeT ¥ 3a{al H SAGT debcd H61 oRIEM| glelileh, Ueh 376H Uge| I 4 & Toh Ig A 1T 90
IRl e A &1 Tohl &1 38 dote O 871 JgT SIIeT-ATel & SATET hdled i JHIRMAT &1 HAAR
W AT STeh 3T P JelellcHh T F A & For o &, AfheT a8l ol # F gARA
AT war & §1 dAuer H 93 VAR W algell A AT g3 & T @A IR 3T Feg &
forw a8l aRager A geur TR W Go&d FAT glN| FASUell & AMTA-TRHA H e@ol &l dlel
ARG T GoI g7l 3R AT @ Ace & T 3mY 317 WRT| Tg 3ARST 3R @A 38 Tegyiad
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Sieiles €U o [T deio[uel # 39 SIhfOTdr Sl T Teh 3GET g1 WO & AR, 3R I o
deiouen & oI JURHHT A S AR

Ig fauR & &1 § o &1 giaar & ¢eha & A 96 1@ 87 oW, SHHT Hig AU Ba A6 g
g & 9T &fat A g o[ehd T 3meieT B, g [V AUl sae T S g1 0 Follent &
O 3R FASAR SART 8T dedal &all AT 27 s off &, 3 sART asfy @ &f, 99 394 8
AT arel 8T A Selel I &TAAT g1l AEASE, 7 A1 3890 3 Maar F {FT I9HA §, Afhed
ST Tlierar & AT 16 9T g ATel gilar # 3 &, 578 @ Ueh 3T ReFel Fohel W 8 { STeT
T GIcT 81 Hceld, 3 SId delofUell H AT Y & AR @I g, Y 373 8 @ Sl oI drel $fehal
T Hgol I &TACT 3R Bl TIMRU| gL YT (G & Y Th o 1 gl




