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Mourn The Fallen One

Ancient trees are closest to ‘permanence’ humans know
TOI Editorials

An old tree dies. Grief arrives. The ancient oak that, according to folklore, sheltered Robin Hood in
England’s Sherwood Forest, has fallen. Why should that even be news? Yet it is - not just for
conservationists, but for all of us. The news carries a sadness that’s neither a personal hit nor the grief of
losing a loved one. It is a quieter sorrow that touches something older - perhaps from connections that
predate society itself.

When an old tree dies, it takes so much with it. An ancient tree has witnessed more history than books in a
library combined. Every ring in its trunk is history drawing a line: of fires and floods and lightning strikes;
perhaps even wars fought in the neighbourhood, of kingdoms risen and fallen. It is enduring shelter, its
hollows housed creatures great and small - some, perhaps, extinct today. All that memory. All those stories.
Unindexed, unknowable. Yet we know the tree has seen it all. Unmoving, doing nothing more remarkable
than remaining alive for centuries.

To mourn their fall is but natural, for they are perhaps the closest things to permanence humans know. To
mourn them is recognition that we are but mortal creatures who, for a moment, found something that

seemed to reach beyond mortality - only to discover that the Great Oak, too, could fall. We are, in the end,
creatures of the forest all.
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Avoiding ‘Munich’ After Versailles?

New world order confirmed by US loss
ET Editorials

This is not Winston Churchill that we’re dealing with. Thus spake Donald Trump about Keir Starmer in
March after the Brit PM refused to allow bases for US-Israel strikes on Iran. Three months on, after signing
the ‘new Treaty of Versailles’” — the 14-pt MoU earlier signed by Trump’s Iranian counterpart Masoud
Pezeshkian — on Wednesday, the non-descriptor certainly applies to the US president.

1



&
www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (20-June-26)

Never mind Winston, Trump’s not much of a (Woodrow) Wilson either. The 28th US president
(unsuccessfully) championed multilateralism and ‘peace without victory’ in 14 points advocating for a
‘peace without victory’ in 1918 to end WW1. The 47th US president is just keen to come across as winner
in the US-Iran sweepstakes, even though facts suggest anything but that. The abrupt cancellation of start
to Iran-US negotiations — No. 13 in the MoU — scheduled at Obbiirgen, Switzerland, on Friday, was
ostensibly because Hezbollah and Israel — neither party to US-Iran peace plans — traded attacks in
Lebanon. But the real reason may lie elsewhere. Someone in his team may have reminded Trump of the
1938 Munich Agreement. There, another Brit PM, Neville Chamberlain, had waved a piece of paper and
declared ‘peace for our time’ — only to be remembered for appeasing Hitler. A comparison with
Chamberlain wouldn’t have looked good before negotiations with Iran — or midterms with Americans.

Whichever way one spins it, Iran has come out on top in the war. The US is no longer even looking the
global policeman many, non-Americans included, desperately hoped it still was. Multipolarity looks like
the new ‘law and order’ in town. So, the US’ diminished role shouldn’t be seen as the end of world order
but a new shuffle of cards — where ‘folding’ may not always be a smart option any more.
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