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Politics over people

Pragmatism should guide India’s demographic governance
Editorial

In constituting a panel to study demographic changes in India, the Centre was guided by a paranoid mindset that
saw devious conspiracies everywhere. The move gave shape and substance to a thought expressed by Home
Minister Amit Shah: “unnatural demographic change” is a “very significant challenge to the present and future
of any nation”. In his Independence Day address in 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the
proposal, characterising illegal infiltration as a “premeditated conspiracy” to alter India’s demography. The
committee, chaired by retired Supreme Court judge Justice P.P. Naolekar, is to assess demographic changes,
examine patterns of abnormal population shifts among religious and social communities, and recommend a
time-bound solution. Mr. Shah linked demographic changes not only to sovereignty but also to national
security, law and order, “profound changes in social structure and the preservation of tribal society”. According
to the government, demographic shifts have affected public service delivery, local governance, resource
distribution and social cohesion, and Justice Naolekar has said that the panel will also formulate a system for
the custody and deportation of infiltrators.

It is indeed true that the management of population dynamics is a key instrument of governance. On June 14,
Switzerland held a referendum and rejected a proposal to cap the country’s population at 10 million. Across the
world, immigration has become contentious, with unregulated cross-border movement seen as a challenge to
sovereignty. Population management, however, is not entirely about illegal infiltration, and securitising
demographic trends at the cost of all adjacent factors could do more harm than good. As the recent experience
with the SIR of electoral rolls shows, facts about people would be seen as valid only to the extent that these are
established through documentation. If this exercise creates a large stateless population with no country willing
to accept them, it could result in a demographic deadlock rather than a solution. The fear of communal profiling
of Muslims is real, and the Centre should also seriously consider whether the human costs are worth it. India
faces major demographic challenges. Rising life expectancy and falling birth rates are changing the composition
of India’s population. There are concerns of India losing its demographic dividend, as the quality of education
and health, and the evolving dynamics of work, remain very challenging. Migration continues to shape India’s
trajectory. Partition created three sovereign countries out of a geographical and cultural continuum, and its
legacy included voluntary and involuntary movement of people. Sensitivity and a long-term view should guide
India’s demographic governance.
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Technology drives India- France strategic convergence

Technology and innovation power the next phase of India-France ties

Mohan kumar, [ Former Indian Ambassador to France and now Dean/Professor at O.P. Jindal
Global University |

It is a measure of the importance that Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel
Macron attach to the India-France relationship that they are meeting again in France, on the sidelines of
the G-7 Summit in Evian (June 15-17), barely months after Mr. Macron's visit to India for the India Al
Impact Summit 2026 in New Delhi in February. During that visit, the two leaders jointly inaugurated the
India-France Year of Innovation 2026.

In normal diplomacy, such announcements often take time to translate into action. It is therefore notable
that Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron are already moving swiftly to advance bilateral technology cooperation.
They jointly inaugurated the "Bharat Innovates" event in Nice (June 14-16), bringing together leading
Indian start-ups and venture capital funds. Mr. Modi will then attend the VivaTech Summit in Paris on
June 18, Europe's largest technology and start-up event, underscoring the growing India-France
technology partnership.

The new pillars of partnership

The India-French relationship is constantly evolving and is consequently being updated by the two
leaders who are committed to the cause. While the recently elevated Special Global Strategic Partnership
has always included traditional areas such as defence, nuclear and space, it is the focus on tech and
innovation that is now exciting for the relationship.

This focus will include cyberspace, Artificial Intelligence (AI), health care, sustainable development,
creative economy, education and research. These are new facets of the evolving and dynamic relationship
and will no doubt take ties to greater heights. Tech and innovation has tremendous mutual advantages
for both sides. France has some of the best state-of-the-art technology in aerospace, Al, robotics, biotech,
health care, green tech and sustainable development, besides being a European hub for the digital
economy.

[t is not hard to see how India can not only benefit from access to technology in these areas but also bring
its own added value in terms of frugal innovation, start-ups, digital public infrastructure and biotech, just
to name a few. The possibilities are endless. It must be hoped that the two tech summits - "Bharat
Innovates" and the "Vivatech" - will enable the private sector on both sides to come up with substantive
collaborative arrangements.

Defence, space and Africa
The two leaders are also expected to take stock of the special strategic partnership. There are a number

of dossiers which can benefit from their political and strategic guidance. The first is certainly the idea of
the co-designing and co-production of defence platforms which must be expedited. Progress is also
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desirable in emerging areas such as small modular reactors, joint satellite development and human flight
programmes.

The potential for Franco-Indian cooperation in Africa has not been fully exploited and this must get the
attention of both sides. This becomes even more important in light of the postponement of the India-
Africa Forum Summit (May 2026) due to the Ebola crisis in Africa. The two leaders will doubtless
exchange views on the ongoing conflicts: in Ukraine and in Iran, which have adversely and
disproportionately affected countries of the Global South.

Mr. Modi's Europe visit (June 13-18, 2026) also includes a state visit to Slovakia, the first-ever visit by an
Indian Prime Minister to Slovakia since its independence in 1993.

Watching the ‘D10 debate’

France, as the current chair of the G-7, will host the G-7 summit in Evian from June 15 to 17, 2026. It is
difficult to imagine a G-7 summit without India being invited, and Mr. Modi's participation is particularly
important given the geopolitical turbulence of the present moment. United States President Donald
Trump is also expected to attend it. While attention will naturally focus on the possibility of a Modi-
Trump meeting, any interaction may not be a substantive one, given the G-7 atmospherics.

More important is the evolving role of the G-7 itself in global geopolitics. With the G-20 having lost some
of its momentum in recent years, discussions have resurfaced about expanding the G-7 into a DIO-a
grouping of 10 major democracies. Whether, and how soon, such a transformation materialises remains
uncertain, but it is a development India will need to watch closely.

At the end of the day, two middle powers- India and France - which set great store by strategic autonomy,
have a fundamental role to play in contributing to geopolitical stability and ensuring a smooth transition
to a multipolar world. In that sense, Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron shoulder a significant responsibility.

3



AFE www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (16-June-26)

2011 3R 2026 & sRAT Farsd H FAT HAT AT 82

AdeT 391, ( AT F ITAHRN )

PP ST It A1 W & @A & ST ST B3y
g7 U] dfehsT w3 T faenrer dEar e AT gsdr
W A gl W g oW F SR-FAR W Th dEdids
AT T A IR AT o off 38 3= ¥ Fax ham A
M gl T A AT AR AT & G| AR F Alew H A
A ATATIET & 37 WX 81 58@ e #fig S Sl gl

JTAesa 3R 3Thasd & & gdaT 37aX FaT AT? FAT AAe-
S el §? A Iad HESC G & 3N 30eted
HRTHGIF Sfiaed St I 22 ifhed g U AAAEOT gl
AT Tolg TA Fel I &1 Wl T TASAT Teh AR
AlSer S F FHEA F N vH Jgada T Bl

olell & ST T & o doidr af 2011 & srseraR-faRed siielereT Siel w1g1 81 I WA T H 3T &
aledl & Ser @1 fArem @ 3marer &Y aet o garsit #r HNa Rl el qRaReE Teieiiad e @ a6l
3| AfheT Wod F Far AFR-aT ot SoEASS Yer AT fohar, ST 2011 # e goR A e
AfheT TW Uge §H TS 93 HATAT I THSTET 8N : o TACHIA & ek # Jol-g¢ Bfoea-wee ddr &t
T Totelfd & BT &, af F47 giar §2 Fife 2011 3R 2026 & & J&r @ F37 3K ¢

2011 3 o1 ST Gl YA Al dofel q@er ATl AT TR SR GREAT W gd AR Al SR-AR R g
el USET WeR & ST AT, FAifh ¢ IS Th &l Tshiel T AT| 3T &2 UedlReH H &l 3Tel9T-37cTaT
f3foteer arart & Sitar &1 g fAfaer dar alie & dIl e arell oF U & ghead gatl difsar <@
HoheT &1

IS AU TIEHT { 3 THIGRATS ST I Blell Il g1 AERT AR TILRIS W g1 AT Tsietfcih
#Fg #T gferar # w@ar g1 @l iearsa g1 dfther SRl g fh 9 @l vk € areafdshdl #T 3l W
T Bl SHY SN AT Ueholc T HINSA AT Hide g1 STl gl
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2011 & 3Hicleld T Teh FHeal AT : AR WA HA| & A=A o7 fF 98 e a9 & &R § AR
TTEaT g1 WAy & HATHT SHY ol &1 TP AR P R PN 9T P o- ey, gfaaeh ofe,
U ek, Sael-AT9eT Sl el dEId, Jolelliceh 3ghR, aaRl T Sal, Jarsit i faxrem F @i aredids
frare &1 wear 78 & fo6 RIad sgd A0 81 v Rrad & 3R R qer & FIed A g Rt
% MR W & I Jelell H T giell |

BT St &7 TTgar o 3rereT g1 Fsera-faRE) steiareT T ar| oererer 3meanforess| er anel-ardt ggae
ot & S A1 38l 3UaE do vl ggy @ g & Aegd ¥ 39| g Ay, 9y, [Qgedr W)
e g1 I8 90 R Bfoea o & Gaw g8 sifdeawsta afa @ o @t 81 o 30 gomel & @y
Ueh HEET ¢ quﬁﬂ’msﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂg‘fwgla‘sﬁmaﬁﬁwwﬁﬁ,ﬁ%aﬁﬂﬁ%a‘
3TerelsT T BEAT §e7et & fAIT 31meY 30| 3R & sde huet 39 Fsdl g=ais &t SieIdr gl

3R @l AT USRI g8t S Heel & 33 W@ &, of 0T a9 &80 gl S & QU g dJse &l
foRren aredfas 81 @arel T8 & 6 30 ouFd FA fRAr S @r g1 [l N R A - ifdn
a:ﬁaéé:mmﬁé@ﬁ%—qaﬂ?r,ﬁw,uw,mﬁéﬁms):r-sﬁwmﬁ%maa?rgé%-ﬂw

LT, HHE BT, AT FAT, Hee gATeT|

TE W Rt AR 78 I & i aTelawe YT Bidl g1 HIs oIl hidd IS Hehal §, 3R 39 ool
ANTST § ar HSehl WX & 6T 87 Ueh Jal Sidld & Heball §, R of@l olla o A diee @ o g, o
Sh W A HT TR #2782 2011 F PR AR & 97 O K 3o o Jg7 ger o @, ar
gheal gid |

2026 # 3FR AN I ST § T 3R ST AL G S TN, o 9 G FRd g1 derel AiAr v W
HTATST 1 TG dTell ATLIH ef T §, ol gAY oW Gald Tolehrolel &l TEAT 81| $eAC ToTellider Fall &
Tah g3 B8 &1 39 R gafed X oar §, St 3y gsep W IR 3eldlsd &l 9 of har AT

I Py FHAR A1 3T NE T Fglelr 8T &1 Tg Toh 0EY N T gl &, S ATl P 37T adih
T ogad LAl gl S R & doX 38 & Ugel 39a Wil $I 3R g Jeldr ¢l 9 Far B mnrer
arEdfden Giarar & dael Hehell 67
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3FHlE SAH HIHT
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fREe 38 3R W SoRT & 3o WA H

e o @oshar 108 Rt & & ergar &
j, gATCT aX Thdl ¢ foas dRas 3rdcgarar &
A TR Ffoasal H st fgar ur wifhed Hr
¥ mwwﬁﬁmgusuw@éwwagaﬁ
fSaar & graer g g1 sad faegd are 3nd
W‘fﬂﬁﬂﬁg’aﬂ%mwdw SARRT $& THE Heal W FEAd FT Hhd &l &1 JeIa raRdH
Tseufa & 3carer aere Afzar Geel, e IRFRE & g s 3R e o gesild F 9 w5
sreme 3relt ofr AlSg 2

ARG T5gafd siefes €0 o §U R W gl foh 3oglel glesl T AT Yo Had & & Tlel 3N
dehtel ITARGT TR AREE gell $T AT &7 8 30gie Scagqas o@l, ‘Aol &l agel all’ S 39
fager i F TWHERY & W Tuse Far & gt galt F v gHEsiiar o9 W TgAfa s §1 IJ§ FHEsar
o T aARA FEgiar § 3R 60 Rt & iR 3ifaw wwgla aw ugEe HT YT ¥1 FAIHAT FI IR
TEAR & SO ST WHAT ¥ & A Qe ¥ B el R B R @rer e dfee gad
FAGHAT 3737 TIST G g

FARGT o g1 $8 Achlel IoT: Wielel T ST &I § TEI ST A Hgell ¢ (o IHANHT Ahreer gerehl 30
el # stageT I qUT &THAT T o e Al & ITER AR IR 3EF &N WEeR W & fav
300 3RS SloR & YAHATT HhAhA Y& HN| ARG AC gidaer 7g7 mwn JR a7 FGAg-arof &
3THR HIS[ET T eTual T X+l T 25 3RS Sl HT Siecd HT a5 IRAUNT Hobd H@N| gTeAiih Ig
HTH AT IARDT HEOT & IARRYT TS ST W &

AAIS & IHTAR RAY] HAHA W e H dicreid gl ST o gadm b a8 RA] AR wg S=rean
ar AT A8l LM AR IET dadd T WesT FEM| FARF F HAT dRX W T F 397 & a7 F
RATA HSX B HA HE A AT & B Ifhearal ¥ wgr & FHSia 7 g o7 AHRAGT w1 qebelr
A & TAH oAaTiet 3 § S8 SoRel, el AT Roidecie & Qo HTHAET well W@ &1 grefiieh
SRS o el ¢ foh 3TA DA ael I I AT FASHT H FIQ S S1e7 S0 g5 & §F Teel ol
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g ¢@ o § o FHgia W fatherar o 28 wall @l AR 3R SR T X @ AT H AT HT
fecam aml a1 11 3er Y YeufRHA & 91g A% AT g

3g IR ARET IWSeufd S 97 aadia H AT Al 21 € deh ol ol ardr [9we W 3R ar e
e AR A Qs T W ANfAS AT o] FX AT FH AT A YT §E FoRITeN hrarsaAl
AT H 39 o SR & FoRIT o IARHT SIRT FRAT T JEUTARIA FT GTeled g1 [HAT| I TR Fgel
¢ T ag 3ARE-Eua arat & Rear 787 §

sq o aftgs TR T TEATT WA] AfFT & FT H 3EH TaAT FRasd o i Rt @ ger @
¢ Sl 9RATY] IHYAR I HT GEARRAAT § SAdih SoRT o GEARR gl v &1 $qH Hehel Horar §
TS T of MTERSR Ig GHsT foar § 7 soae afitas oidr & enfa fr gex 93t amem g1 3@
Tolelifcd # HiSg AT gfdceld Soidel RS dldl & &< 96 3l ATFaARATell FgART &I fohcel Foma
& ¥ I X uid § I8 AT 38 AdiaaH Aifd 9Ird & IRUMA & aF X Fhdl gl
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AR FT Foll AIfd 30 AT Tk T A3 TN T &, g1 3TAUdl & THFBER s AR fTazor & F#wed
JIEITAShd rI-a1y REs Y &1 Nod T g # 2 9ot 3cue, @8 fJEar 3R 36 FaT &
AT H Ica@ard Yarfa &7 &1

AR TRdr Y oierdife AT & ToIT 37TeN 9T dhdd I gl aldl o dg fohder footel Uer & T §,
gfcw ag oY @1ar & & 39 ot &1 oy B 3R frae gd=ar & O Ao @1 8

3 g W 3curest 3R faor, 3uafey vd SR R fahra dur FAEAT & U Th-g@k & THId &l
ST AT T feer 7 A TG T FoT == H del Il 0ol ARG Foll Al T Fod a37 T 08T
gl

fostell 3cureet & & W 3uaieudr fAfdare &1 g faega wiftetor iR fdega #arer & 3R, 31
STeTadl 2026 dh U I For TAMAT fosfell curet &t 5,20,511 mmaaxmaﬁzﬁ ST ay
201314aswm224maswa%ram#amﬁﬁaﬂm%|w;aﬁam#msﬁmn
At 1 {EACT 52 B § FW TET TH § 3R AdRONT Fott &7Aar 273 JeTMare & HH-I9 &
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o fadar a¥ & e a@ #gl # 52,537 AdAle 7 &THAT gy 18, fSwd iftenier Aerere e
ol &7 @71 Tsery s 319 242 fomare 6 NP AT FI THTA H TeTH g1 573U o ART Hr
afRgen ol THACT & IO et A enffAer fohar §, Afeher arar TsE 15 &1 I§ TeRam &Y AR & fou
Y e & areafas 3R gy §, fSiaer a8 IR el & fewrs adr 87

AT T g # AaHiiAS we] faegAInoT HT oe T oerHer giiler fohar S ger g1 #IR fastel &1 #iex
S ST 3R I[UTATOT YT Ueh €7 ST ET 81 el & H el 23 6e AR Ao & 7 earerer 21
G TASTel 3Ueietl gl & HIHNT Grdl & Sasfe SiHte aediefd I doRaiErs g1 fhar s dehar

o/ & 3k FeI AT &1, fcardy el AR Ugrey gl A TSl o AN dehellehl TRIET & §lg
forstelr i o qoHT o aIfed g1 el &1 6 & SRR TR gle W AREAT 39eTohd dofl & gl
g, Sidih oIEy amHioT At A FE ufhar Mt FHEY o Bl BT &7 A fAerel v AfAREd suestrar
forareit T Scureehdr T FIAT Il g1 3aAeh Tsdl H HIY 3R o] B & JUFHROT H7 Hrd 3730 8
3T B

ot &7 A Ig uHar FTaRor awar & 3R Tose @ & &1 JgeeRt AR 93 iedifee a7
fosTell 3mqfcl & F[uradT eI dgaX g1 el fAeRT HulAEt & yaw & de F$ AT H SuHE
Wﬁ,WﬁﬁWWWWﬁW@NRWW%WHﬁ%*MSiT{-lchdlﬁ?
Foft faaRor i oot @area g 718

g & ANt # 93 APHIRI o g ¥ Aw e ages, #fivor it ik e Atee @ oRfeufaat & B
fAweranstt =1 AT Far &1 38Y Tuse § fF IOl GTAT Hl dhad geldl & 3UR 9T 181, 3T9el-
TRSIIAT & IR R 8 w@r S wifge] 580 Fufd A @87 & v 39 faawor safaat @ st ewer
g, o X fosTell &t HAA 3usierdT d qgarel 1 F9d 997 SFAe ¢

aNt d °I¢ AR 9gd ol ¥ Bl & 96 Hs W GTell FHuladl e dgel [T ygdfe & @ &
et 3R AOSTH THAT H FAT IS §1 THT AR F goeT 7 o IR §37 &1 FR BFE faawor
FUAT T BheIdT hddl 3T Tol-Tid T el 3T ST ehdl| 3THT aEdias HET Ig ¢ & ag 3nfds &7
QWWWWWW@W@%I

fodia GuRt & aacg w5 Todl H GEFAET $PTae # &, SoN T 3aEtael, Toieiiad geaard 3R
AN Tl JOTel ST AT =11 % &

Adis Jg o TSET AT A GUR & dldole 3Helsh &1 # {aT i JUTadT T o TSI ¢l I3,
AT IUTET H TE AN 3H g3 AT T HT IR Tehed A & foh AT Foil cqaedqT 1 3e8ed
$add ool ST § T 30 Tah IEAoled SR & §F H 33Uy o off 8?2 IJ& For &I i
Hacaaelier U ATHEsY 31TaT g1 fSaTell & HET 3UUdr & Sey qg’uﬁ R A1 IS W gaa &g, dd
wrafAear fre fAee arfge? a3 35 &1, St 3f¥e faed 3R ISR &1 3maR § a1 arAor 3Readre,
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o, [ gonfaat 3R o wwat @, e v [ee fem & a8 afes Sl i smehfasr &
AT JHTaRTHAT §7?

SAIEgIReE T’ W T 3R 38 FEAT 93 37 &1 & wrafddwar & 8, s anfds gefar, sieafas
3cuTee 3R Toed Folol # 31U JlrereT ad &1 8k 37TeT oh g1 Hehd €, ofhel shael T Scurgehd
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f&ars, Vo 3R IRATT Shesr & fav el e g o &1 safar s guan 3N s = &)
Teh-gY & Yfdeded! 78!, dfceh TER YT 8l & &7 H @1 glan| IS Foil SFGEAT &l G ol Shdel
T, Tofed 3T TSR GaTar & Al @ Harfard glem, df §AT & 9 fEy ey &0 @ 9 g Sy,
Dot ToIT fosTell faera &1 wAgl, SfiaeT &1 92T gl

AR & @R ST &TAdT T & Fad o3 IETT Foil dRHAT H AMAT §, dfched Ig FARTT &l
3aeTeh § T gRA Sl & oy shaol a3 fderhl 3R gider &at g AT o © S0l I 587 Folt
mﬂag?uaﬁramaﬁqg’m,ﬁﬁmwmm@ﬁmﬂﬁﬁmm%lwmﬁmaﬁ
Feir WM T Shared seuar 3maa syarar fr wfAdt #1 T gRa o i a5 At F 7 ) fGar sy
HIRT T FiT AT YT & YE g5 A1 3 ST 30Tel AT Foit =1 gt AT Foi shael Irdcaaea
FT YT oTgT, Slod FHS TR, Ao TRAT 3T [erg A 3marfRer of &
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W 3N GA & 6 ST & 10 I & #HEF ¥od AR a7 VUG W @RI A goh 3a/F gl arell Th
3T s fewe & sud 9 Sloae s A, o Pl a Pl g e W) Al gffd S
qEd 8, el &1 Ig AR & deshd A T faTe arierd W fud 4t 7 81| 589 fav 3 o o
T TAR A| 3eglel AL, P& AFHC H A aui, sE* T R 3R dicften qarlr & & oeg 37
Tl Al & ARG @ $T g Thal &, d WA-GR TR Gollell T ol X I V| T T 3o AT &r
R® T T ST W ¥, ST 3R e Yo & 32 golR & 3ifteh wieeael &1 o7cdl & fav foaf@a adem
gl arell Y| 28 o™ & Fo S 3TRAAT o 3dee fhT & AR 38 @ oemerer 22 o fof@d odiem &
SSITor Fo aul A AR F1 Adeld TIHRT AR g T §| IS AT & Teh JEdDreld H dohl Had
9gd ¥ W AT @ 91T Rk AT B R B § R IR q@ FT @ gGF &, N Foe S @A
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