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Give Data, Take Al

India needs cutting-edge Al It should use data as bargaining chip for unrestricted
access to US models

TOI Editorials

Trump admin’s order to block top-tier Al access to non-Americans is not surprising, but it is problematic
on two fronts. One, it hurts global collaboration. Two, for middle powers like India, and many smaller
countries, it exposes dangers of dependence. Let’s be clear, US leads world in Al by an enormous margin.
China is second, in what is essentially a two-horse race. Analysts say its best models are “months behind”
America’s. Butin a race that really started less than four years ago, with ChatGPT’s public release, “months”
is along time.

For now, the US restriction applies to Anthropic’s Mythos 5 and Fable 5 models. Fable 5 was released just
last week. It’s the public version of the highly capable Mythos, with stronger safeguards built in. But US
govt appears to believe these might be bypassed. If that happens, Fable 5 could be used to cause grave
harm. For example, it could discover vulnerabilities in a govt's computer systems, and carry out
cyberattacks. US fears its own systems, including defence systems, could come under attack. Hence, the
abrupt ban.

But this sets a precedent. From now on, US, and also China, may reserve their best Al models for their own
use, on national security grounds. The rest will wait for hand-me-downs. But Al is more than software. It’s
a vital tool for manufacturing, healthcare, scientific research, etc. Without the latest and best models -
accessed for a price, of course - other nations can’t compete. How can they overcome this disadvantage?

There are three ways. One, join hands to develop Al together. Since Al development is costly, resources -
chips, data centres, energy, research - can be pooled. But wide cooperation of this nature is easier preached
than practised. ‘Sovereign Al is the second way - develop your own Al ecosystem, from chips to
foundational models and apps. Europe is getting serious about this. India has talked about it long enough,
but cost is a hurdle. Where Alphabet, Amazon, Meta, and Microsoft intend to spend $650bn on Al this year,
India got just 0.6% of global Al funding last year. It's the reason why Taiwan and S Korea just overtook us
in market capitalisation.

The third way is the most pragmatic. Remain in the US camp, use its Al, but with some leverage. What does
India have that US Al giants want desperately? User data. India should make access to its data conditional
- for example, with a data localisation mandate - so that such Al setbacks don’t happen.

1



www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (15-June-26)

Date: 15-06-26

Ask The Baby Makers

That fertility rates are low is a choice women and men are making, and will remain so
TOI Editorials

The trillionaire, some billionaires, religious heads and many govts
want more people of “their kind” on the planet. Make babies, they say,
with or without sex - via IVF, surrogacy, what have you. Problem is,
no one is listening, especially women. Sensibly so. But they’re told, big
families are the need of the hour - to grow one’s own tribe, to grow
the laity, to grow the workforce.

Yet, fertility rates are nosing down, global janta is ignoring all
missives to get onto the baby-making pasta machine. Govts asked,
why? Childcare’s expensive, said potential baby-makers, too many
expenses. So, seeing it as an industry in need of relief/ rescue, govts
threw bewildering amounts of money at the ‘problem’. They have all
incentivised pregnancy; helped with IVF, tried to import nannies
(South Korea), set up support systems for early childhood care (France, Hungary), mandated paid parental
leave, etc etc. Yet, nada. Why? Demographers concluded financial incentives, or care programmes, rarely
reverse long-term demographic decline on their own. For instance, in Sweden, couples aren’t having
babies, concerned about the impact of more kids on the planet, and impact of climate on kids’ futures. Then,
migration answers the workforce question neatly. Ageing population? Bring in younger people from all
over the world. But that’s not an option for a world where displacement is work-in-progress, and migration
is viewed as a security threat. Then came the prolific daddies, businessmen who would single-handedly
grow the population of their own: Musk’s first five were all IVF-engineered white boys.

Funnily, gender equality is where fertility rate saw a slight uptick - when men take responsibility for the
child, especially the early years. OECD data then showed that men who took on caregiving quickly
discovered what women know: parenthood costs time, money, ambition. Upshot: couples are finding
‘meaning’ beyond, and outside of, parenthood. In the life-work balance, Maslow’s self-actualisation is
oceans away from clergy preaching ‘motherhood’, as the ultimate self-actualisation. Women, and several
men, know what’s good for them. And more babies isn’t the plan.
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Dead Homemaker Gets Paid

Supreme Court has called homemakers “nation-builders”, but their labour still
remains economically invisible in official statistics. Compensating a husband after a
wife's death doesn't empower any woman

Faizan Mustafa, [ The writer is Vice-Chancellor, Chanakya National Law University, Patna. ]

[tis high time that the invisible is made visible, observed Justice Sanjay Karol in a Supreme Court judgment
on Thursday. The case concerns the death of a homemaker in a road accident in 2001. In enhancing the
compensation from *8.4L to nearly 63L, the court described homemakers as nothing less than "nation-
builders". What it sought to make visible is how after a woman cooks, cleans, cares for children and the
elderly, manages households, and enables everyone else's productivity, her labour still continues to be
treated as "non-work".

Basically, the legal system acknowledges the economic value of a wife's labour only because she's no longer
alive to perform it. The compensation will benefit surviving family members, including the husband. But
what about recognising and compensating women for their domestic labour while they are alive? Why does
the law discover the economic worth of a homemaker only after tragedy strikes?

These questions are hardly new. More than a century ago, Antoinette Brown Blackwell, the first woman
ordained as a Protestant minister in US, wrote that a wife "owes service and labour to her husband as much
and as absolutely as the slave does to his master". Married women's labour continues to be treated as an
extension of their husband's rights.

Legal scholar Robin West has found that intimate labour occupies a peculiar position in modern economies.
Wherever care, affection and domestic responsibility are involved, compensation mysteriously disappears.
The result is economic impoverishment for those who perform that labour, overwhelmingly women.

Indeed, in India's 2001 Census, those who perform household duties were categorised as non-workers, and
clubbed together with beggars, prostitutes, and prisoners. In the 2011 Census, 159.9mn women, and only
a meagre 5.8mn men referred to household work as their main occupation. NSO's 2019 Time Use in India
report found an average Indian woman spends 299 minutes per day on unpaid household services, and an
average man only 97 minutes.

A 2009 study estimated the value of Indian women's unpaid work at more than $600bn annually The
situation remains nearly the same since a century earlier, when, as noted by Justice Karol, British economist
Arthur Cecil Pigou had lamented how household labour performed by wives is absent in national income
calculations. Today, inclusion of women's household work can easily improve India's GDP.

The roots of this invisibility lie deep in legal history Under English common law, a married woman's
economic identity was effectively absorbed into that of her husband. Remarkably, until the mid-nineteenth
century, no country had fully recognised a wife's right to her own earnings. If she worked for wages, those
wages legally belonged to her husband.
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It took hard-fought reforms to recognise women's ownership of income generated through their own
labour. Yet, even as women acquired legal rights to wages earned outside the home, labour performed
inside the home remains economically invisible. To this day.

A woman who cooks in a restaurant is a worker, a woman who prepares three meals daily for a family is
not. Ananny earns wages, a mother providing identical care does not. The activity is economically
recognised only when someone pays for it.

In 2010, an attempt to register a National Housewives Association as a trade union was rejected, because
domestic work was deemed neither trade nor industry UPA govt's 2012 proposal that husbands pay a
monthly "salary" to wives, generated criticism for creating an employer-employee framework within
marriage. These failures shouldn't obscure the underlying issue. The problem is not merely whether wives
receive a monthly
payment. It is whether the economic value created through domestic labour is fairly acknowledged and
shared, during the subsistence of marriage itself.

Indian courts have made important contributions, but only within limited contexts. In Arun Kumar Agrawal
(2010) and subsequent cases, including Rajendra Singh (2020), Supreme Court has acknowledged that a
homemaker's contribution is invaluable, but impossible to compute in money terms.

At the same time, compensation awards are provided by assigning notional economic value to domestic
work. These cases arise under the Motor Vehicles Act. They answer a narrow question: how should
damages be calculated when a homemaker dies? They don't address the broader issue of wives' ongoing
economic claim, arising from their unpaid labour during marriage.

That gap becomes particularly striking when contrasted with persistent judicial attitudes. For example, in
2022, Bombay HC's division bench, hearing a domestic violence matter, remarked that a woman unwilling
to perform household duties should have disclosed this before marriage. This indicates what kind of gender
notions remain deeply embedded in social and legal institutions.

Justice Karol's judgment recognises the invisible labour of a homemaker. This is good, but not good enough.
Recognition after death, to pay compensation to her heirs or husband, is of no use for her. If labour is the
foundation of wealth, then domestic labour is a fundamental form of wealth creation. It reproduces the
workforce, sustains families, and subsidises the formal economy. Yet, the person performing it often has
no automatic claim to the income generated by the household she helps sustain.

The real challenge lies beyond compensation awards. It is whether Indian law can recognise domestic
labour prospectively matrimonial property regimes can be strengthened, and household work treated as a
shared responsibility. Whether economic rights can arise during marriage, rather than only at its
dissolution.

Until then, the homemaker will continue to occupy a peculiar place in law. She may be celebrated as a
nation-builder, but her economic contributions are recognised only when she is no longer there to hear it.
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Mind Your Language Education Policy
ET Editorials

The problem with CBSE’s latest push for a 3-language
formula is not ‘too much multilingualism’ but the way it has
been imposed. Students entering Classes 9 and 10 are
already dealing with mounting academic load. To suddenly
have them pick up an extra language can be reckless.
Schools are struggling to find qualified teachers, and
language learning requires time, continuity and age-
appropriate methods. Supreme Court admitting a PIL

against the move — the hearing’s next month — only
confirms that these concerns are neither frivolous nor
isolated.

The second issue is political. Although CBSE has clarified
that Hindi is not mandatory, the move has revived anxieties
in non-Hindi-speaking states. Given India’s history of
language politics, Gol should have engaged more
extensively with stakeholders before making it mandatory
to have at least 2 of the 3 languages non-English Indian ones. Education is on the concurrent list, and while
CBSE schools have to comply with central guidelines, states evolve their own approaches. That is precisely
why consultation was essential.

India aspires to become a knowledge economy. That requires policy stability and predictability. If
policymakers believed the 3-language formula was necessary, it should have been introduced gradually
from lower classes. Learning another language, especially one that professionally opens doors later, is an
asset. That is what makes this episode particularly unfortunate: a skill that should expand horizons for
individuals now risks being perceived as yet another artificially-induced ‘nation-building’ exercise. Coming
as it does on the heels of controversies surrounding exams and educational administration, this decision
represents poor optics and poorer policy design.
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The Seven-point IQ opportunity for Indian children

Anganwadis can help boost cognitive development through holistic early intervention

Beena Koshy, [ Senior Professor, Developmental Paediatrics, Christian Medical College (CMC),
Vellore, Tamil Nadu ] & Riday Chokshi, [ Senior Associate - National Initiatives and Policy, Rocket
Learning |

What if we could increase the 1Q of India's future generations by seven points with a pivot in the
understanding of early childhood development under the Anganwadi system?

For decades, India's early childhood agenda has focused on ensuring that children survive early childhood,
reducing under-five mortality from 43 in 2012 to 32 in 2020 (UNICEF and World Bank data) with sufficient
inputs invested toward their health, nutrition, immunisation and sanitation conditions. The Anganwadi
system reflects these priorities at scale: approximately eight crore children (ages 0-6 years) receive
supplementary nutrition, growth monitoring and health services, alongside counselling and home visits
for their parents. However, body and brain development in the early years do not proceed on separate
tracks.

Early childhood development is an ecological process in which nutrition, health, and early learning interact
dynamically with each other through the body, brain, and environment. The developing brain is highly
energy-intensive, consuming nearly one-fifth of the body's energy at rest. In the first year alone, grey
matter volume increases by 149% and the cerebellum by 240% as millions of synapses form in regions
associated with movement, language, and planning.

Middle-income evidence is clear

Paediatric research in Jamaica in the 1980s provided hard academic evidence to an idea that many cultures
already understood. Researchers working with stunted children found that nutritional supplementation
improved physical health alone, but adding regular psychosocial stimulation (love-talk-play and
responsive interaction) resulted in stronger cognitive gains.

Similar findings emerged in India from a birth cohort study in Vellore (250 children followed from birth to
age 9) where children stunted early in life performed worst on later cognitive assessments, but those who
recovered physically also showed better cognitive outcomes.

International research on enteric dysfunction and poor sanitation has shown that nutritional inputs are
mediated by the child's environment. A child's body may receive food, but infection, inflammation, toxic
exposure and deprivation of stimulation can adversely influence this very nutrition. In studies in Vellore,



&
www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (15-June-26)

children with iron deficiency or high lead exposure in early life, score lower on developmental and
cognitive assessments, even when their height and weight appear normal. It is not simply what children
eat that matters, but whether their bodies can absorb and use it. Yet, numbers on a growth chart never tell
the full story. The quality of the home environment - how much they are talked to, read to, played with and
emotionally supported, keeps emerging as a stronger predictor of cognitive outcomes than diet alone.

Most encouragingly, exposure to structured preschool and early stimulation has the potential to transform
a generation. Children in the Vellore cohort who attend preschool regularly for 18 to 24 months, including
in Anganwadi centres, are scoring seven IQ units higher on cognitive tests than those not attending
preschool, even after accounting for poverty, maternal education and early stunting. In a similar Brazilian
birth cohort, children who received structured preschool had higher cognition scores by eight units at age
five. This is powerful evidence that stimulation and nutrition have strong, independent effects and amplify
each other when both are fulfilled.

A role for Anganwadis

Indian policymakers are responding to new evidence quickly. The Anganwadi system has started to
incorporate this broader understanding of holistic early childhood development into its core design. This
shift is most visible in the rollout of national frameworks such as Aadharshila and Navchetana and
programmes such as Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi. They are critical inputs in redefining neighbourhood
Anganwadis as vibrant early childhood education centres that nourish both mind and body. Aadharshila
strengthens play-based preschool education within centres, while Navchetana extends early stimulation
into the home, equipping caregivers with simple, science-based ways to support development through
everyday interactions.

In clinical practice, we offer these frameworks to parents everyday, helping to turn routine moments into
opportunities for learning. We encourage the integration of Navchetana's "loving, talking and playing" into
daily life while feeding, cooking or playing with children. The home lays the foundation of early language,
cognition and socio-emotional skills in the first three years, and Anganwadis deepen it through structured
play-based activities, storytelling and peer learning from ages three to six.

Systemic community mobilisation initiatives, such as Poshan Pakhwada conducted in April 2026 by the
Ministry of Women and Child Development focus on promoting early stimulation for brain development,
play-based education in the early years, and the role of parents and communities in reducing screen
exposure and strengthening engagement with Anganwadis. The campaign signals that early childhood
development is not confined to centres or programmes, but depends on what happens within households
and neighbourhoods.

Building futures

An "ecological" approach uplifts families as much as it strengthens children. Reliable childcare gives
mothers the time, the confidence and the opportunity to work, study or contribute economically. In Vellore,
we have seen women trained as childcare workers gain both dignity and livelihood, creating a virtuous
circle of care. When the kitchen, classroom and creche align, children flourish, women work and
communities thrive.
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For a Viksit Bharat, progress cannot rest on calories alone. The physical and interactive learning and

playing environments in homes, Anganwadis and communities must be as enriching as the meals they
receive.
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saifoT emae fauer s g 3R TN S Hegl F 3oTe & WY & AT RAHE & e Alelal, S
fRveTT, Tarrey, gATaror & AW & 3796l Toleiaer Urafienar #fasy darer @ &

ST Ueh 37EH Uge] TE o & foh <or & Jar Merer oEIAR doc S W &1 R giaiar & Jed §g1 Jar
ETET T RN AR Sl o@ g1 e &, JeT 987 &A1 # Jar Adeldl &= W &1 3 gar iR Afger
TSTeiiceh IMeed & dhafdg Fofd ST & 81 90 o ©F g gaT gaLT & ot & dlelee T od @ &
o &1 & 1970 @ 80 % &I 3R 3Heleh BT 3Micleled FA-fAAY H gl & &7 # @ fhu aw &, fvg
ad AMeredl & e AT e Sord & S8 AT @I A, 39 WY FAS & g 9 B Sise e Hed o
TSTeilideh Gol HIH ol 3T 2|

3 W T A Sl I§ S-S H ST &7 F F3 &F Ble-d3 Heg W INeldg FAT fqueT FI ST
T 9T T &1 38 ARl ;A & Affesd #7a7 3R sy 1 T 937 T afhg Vel 3uclsH g
3T, T Gferar & TcARET @ SFrel HRIT 3R JTshIFAhdT S TN AR gl &
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Sl & 93 HRUN & AT FS W dlcehlioih HRO] %‘,a#aﬁwmﬁﬁtrawé:ﬁmr@mﬂaﬂtmtrr&
HAT P gJAT AT F7A 3R WPR F f@d Fa & T aIRT 1 I} 8[| FET 37 aad 379 Aslailds
"o, G 3R 38 AT JiAGE dl T N oSS o5 W@ g, S HGET @ 3T T Tehell  Ioa fefor
FEATHT F AT e et g ot 7 NE-e-Ndr TR ghar @ 2l

HIIH-HTIMUIT HRA T FR@T 3R 39, o gd aadfaderar & Agward) ST, Sgeic! Fr R @ 3R
3T HIYROMT HRAT RNeT F1 FAAUR W &1 g A WHR @R1 am9] A 75 a5 Qe aAfd-2020 A
AR AT & A faad & ORA & 38 3 H e R WRT T INYFAhal & FJfdd THeaT,
fafatrer & Tehar #T SETE Uehca & fATAYUAT & A Wik @ I IREAT & RIGTUT-HRALT 7 fawedt &
ot gReT T feam g1 e 7 Fareias € $§ FHOROT A Aded B I & P AR Tge el g8
deolld o UROMAT &l G AT I | SHITAIT dg PR 3o fALTOT TEATT & 0 dgelfdl I gHelaX Igd
g1 Teh 3R e arel Gorae uge] TE o § T ¥R 3e Tsat A fquet @ S gordr Wre [@el 8, 3o
¥ & 7 Rem 7 f 3gH AT gt T8 B

AT a3t & A & 3ol fauey oeh Medd & [T v Agcaqul did & & & 3@ T &1 o 34
gaT Had &1 Ueh Hgeaqoul H07 g1 e & 57 *1g off faare 3ud 9= fasy &l ol 87 deT oY Hevell
1 g & 39k a3 WA o o AT § R o 3w & 3G Moy war fr s # A
THTE Bl 81 THR e sHIfT RIeT dath g3 faarq & caRa aXarg & o 3R Jasit & & 9
faffeer Fdaors Fvumt 7 favaw gioa w61 FIfder a0 @ 8

fRIET #FATery e AW ok 3R MATES IR YRART FHediched H TSI T TATIIXT g5 B F FIRA &
fore ort & gansit 7 favard Sgrell S st W HI g1 ST g8 I sl qdel & 3rgs ol &
Aol o HTHS s ediched & ToIT S cTaEAT el 3N 3HhT Faarr Sh & ol g ifemraent
d% g H o9 gl sfie B gAdlem A 9w i g B fRel ol ameihr o foler e & fore e
HIOG o A QA1 T HEAWT AET ¢ @E0ee, 30 G ol 1 fhdr oy merer & Aes &1 #ar &1 saa
a7 & gfa favarg T geragre g

HRAT TN Hr AT gRAT-fRm #1 ST §C Tg Fgat H Ps fah A o 377 arer feaAt ¥ Rvewm r &
3R SFTET ToTAfch g Seam| fauedr qiféa g7 W e’ & g & o 3cge gl St 3ot ot 3R
gar3t 1 3ol IR Wi # Aee T Al g@l R, TWHR Y &707 ol IR Aletaredr & qegrei & gfd
faeard HSIgd #el & 3T AT @I Aot AN HRAT STeAcifFen Totehfa & 31a arer et & R, @y
3R AT S FAGE FE oA Hecaqul gt off 1 8, ol R F6e 7 Rurarasmsit & ooy #5% a% &
3R faqer & Targ S ThT ¢
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