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Let Our Teens Be

Nepal’s done well to actively consider decriminalising teenage sexuality. India must
do the same

TOI Editorials

A shoutout to Nepal’'s law minister. Her first decision, on assuming office on April 26, was to review their
rape law that criminalises teen sexual relations. Her task force’s recommendation: include a close-in-age
exemption, as is done across liberal societies. This, hopefully, will soon be legislated. There is little as
harmful to growing minds and bodies as criminalising teen sexuality, exploration and sexual relations.
Nepal’s age of consent, as in India, is 18. In India, a close-in-age exemption was, unjustifiably, not included
when Pocso was legislated, despite repeated cautions - from policy wonks, legal experts, health &
behavioural specialists and so on. Upshot: India too sends teens in consensual sexual relations - if
discovered by ever-disapproving adults - to jail. The girl has no legal say, at all. And her close-in-age
friend is pushed into the criminal justice system, his future in tatters. Fallout is traumatic, ruinous, and
inflicts lifelong damage. One analysis found that 80% of “romantic” cases under Pocso “were filed by
parents or relatives after a girl eloped or became pregnant.”

India’s SC and several HCs - Allahabad, Madras, Delhi - have repeatedly observed, while hearing cases of
criminalised teen sex, that Pocso has resulted in victimising the very kids law aims to protect. Of course,
there’s always the upholder of toxic patriarchy, like the Calcutta HC judge who found it his remit to
suggest “teen girls should control their urges”. A tongue-lashing from SC doesn’t take away the fact that
patriarchal attitudes - in courts, policy corridors and Parliament - are anything but rare, ever taking new
shape and form. India’s messy reality, additionally, is that while Pocso criminalises sex below age 18, sex
with an underage wife is perfectly legal. Child marriage is illegal, but underage sex law doesn’t apply. The
law is confused, because lawmakers are confused. Because society, and tragically, the law, views growing
teens not as individuals with autonomy, but in terms of parents’ ownership & control, investment &
returns (disguised as child’s ‘future’), and as keepers of family ‘honour’.

India must follow Nepal's example - renew the move to incorporate age-gap leniencies in law. Free
India’s teenagers from every passing elder who magically transforms into an advisory body. Let’s let
teenagers be.
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Who You Calling O1d?

People over 60 are increasingly fitter, wealthier & full of zest for life. The trend will
grow stronger

TOI Editorials

At 82, Billie Jean King, yes, she of the 39 Grand Slam titles, has got herself a new one: College graduate.
Why is this making headlines? Because it rudely interrupts retirement mythology, which in US remains
coloured by the golf-grand children-Florida idea. Or escape, from cold, from work, from obligation. The
Indian version features quiet demotion to the back bedroom of the eldest son’s home, cushioned by a
second one in Goa or the hills. But as some readers would know first-hand, these clichés are ageing faster
than people. Well-off professionals Mumbai to Bengaluru have a very different biological curve than their
parents did. If they’re going to have a long, healthy, wealthy later life, why shouldn’t it be purposeful?

Director of the MIT AgeLab, Joseph Coughlin, underlines that a) by 2047 there will be more people in the
world over 60, with more money and education than any other time in history, than children under 15,
and b) the longevity economy is already enormous enough to be the third largest after US and China. This
means the old story of needy older people needs to be rewritten. By businesses, employers, govts. Of
course, extending working life by choice is a luxury of the higher-income, higher-education, and better-
health workers. With only 12% of India’s workforce covered by a formal pension scheme, the story
remains pre-industrial for most of the rest. As in, for much of human history, retirement simply didn’t
exist, and old age was just the final, harder chapter of working life.

But the ones who can choose, are perhaps the most un-herd-like generation ever. As Lynda Gratton and
Andrew Scott say in their influential book, The 100-Year Life, the longer your life, the more your identity
reflects what you craft, rather than a reactive response to where you began. There will be a variety of
careers. And while savings will provide the baseline of security, new skills and sustained relationships
will count for a lot too. Indeed, research has shown that the single strongest predictor of happiness in
later life is the quality of your close relationships. A 100-year-old human is still a human.
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T g8 APhc didd & d1¢ Y gH IS T gdd I IW?
A= oy aa, (ohie uRiere td da®)

. Fol e F ag U # fRAffea aFt & Nsd e
I ®RI 3R 3TF FIfher F OIS AT AT gl
T WX FART A @] 1970 & g & giRueT off
. 9% R 31T 41, 99 dof Thc & &g TAR & Fs g2l
H aRlagsr co¥ar # scara 3|

de afeqels, Saamh A JUT & F oA 7 wsfha-
o & faEar frear @ 3k aaefas aRaga &
- orafAear & TS| HRA H oY T TUTHHAT F ARTR

T Ui 3R S9d &7 STAATT FH FeT, Aer i aat
T 3UANT Ll IT ASfohel Tl T 38 fHaT B

AfFT T8 dearg {F N3 AT & AT ¢ I a8 Jfasy & 9 ¢ &1 uRagd-cuaer i s Swen? I &
dISHr e § 3R S TSI & Hiithel YT 35T WA €, FAT 3Tkt A1 Fo il gy arwen? InfeR gH
HAIAAT T3 f&F & @R aler S 380 dF d81-98r mfsat & Telad @, 3e¢ Uleolsh grAUIC I 39ANT H ool
¥ $Ig TN AT 3N o & A FgAe S H BN AHH 330 8 | Ig fohdar Felverare ghm & @
ST o 37T SR i aRE B T HThA FT THL HX Tohd & AR 3e¢ fordr aig 1 fafersear-arr g7 &

ofthet o1& oot geor @ham, Tor o glelsT Sieroll 1 E0c-60d faer iam, a1 38% aie ot qwe
e g Asfeel 3R gfsers g @am? war HERE (FAdeafddn) tes drcenrfas dgara &1 € gel
el 919, Sfed dg Silded Silel T 3TROT Y §s7 gruan?

HERE 1 ar 3t A FASm ST §- gger Shad-del & ¥ # 3R qEw nfdE A F 3k 7| S
& &G A IAERE #1371 G A @reel, quedr, TIH IR FORAT S 0T §| I ifdw gat, o &
T 3R TWRT T FIET 3R I IS ATET SiiaeT i
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I Ty # 3R gH W@ o JTEeRE &1 a9y g § & @I A FAr v 3R S @ R | §, 394
ot el 1 ferse W AfhT ey & AT Bl & dIG IERRE Fr FHA-ar 3 gAS A gEAw w®
STIN? FAT §H Shael &I Heal F Sal T HIRARr H¥ar 3R 30el et & i it gar ik gt
T F=E?

W, FS & Heohe THNIcHS deorrd T e Al YaT T & &1 Hfds & FAT 8 Ig Hgqy fhar T
3YHIFAT 1T TTFd H JIA 3T Fl 38 FAIIRAAT & T I@AT 18 QT A1, S dgat 3R a7 & o
ERIT & & W o, Fru-ary ¥ e & IfF I3rEver F o FrEt g A o f SShfaw o ik Sher
U HgHh HR & AT 97| g6 R THH TE & SHFUHT HT feeT-qeT Feaar T AR ge 1 Alfede o
AT T@T| FR NS # @Y T 3R Fl-FAR IR o gAT A 98 Arfohel T afgam & 2|

3T T AR S H 8¢ 30 Afad & fOw I8 T Aler § & a8 afosy & off 399 39 &1 39
fAdcafar & 56 | F3ifF er orar § & & Sea 7 T i @ @ ¥ Jg fhder AT B g
B9, ST dof Hehe & GATCT 8l & ai¢ Y T 3T I RE sy dfeads argare ar fndr asfea @
IMA-ATd ar Ry 93 Fuet & T Y weft Ay 7 98 o Sea| Ig off Sw@ar Tdiveles g9 &
AT F ATFd Gl HATST arEciden AT HIGal dTell Sideiiell # T IgT Blam|

Live
feccadia

N | .com Date: 21-05-26

FIT THISIHR & TOHT 3T 93T
e PR, ( Tafa® 3+ quesH, TIdY )

STSTIT T SN &1 TH3MS3R &Y gofg & Aol §27 ufas dama &
el # I8 U fJaeyue Hartd §dr o T gl iRdas § &
Roo e ¥ [ 3T & 5T 14 T3t 3R Fganfaa geat
A AT giadt &1 fGAT g qeRIeToT (TH3MSIR) fohar §, 3
¥ OF Todl I Fefld gl # I §U §, W S 59 A
H Fo foaerde @nfed g3m, FAifh F@ 27 @™ A
Toramreler (35T Tsfsdherd) gl & &RUT 3™y @ifdd aX e
T, FgT e & garg & foet off I 39al AdISR & a1e Sgd ®
T, SEfh FIT 62 ARG FAAGIATIT & AT THIBIR H e gl
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THHEHT @ 31 Fitaurfasw g Al sifche 1 U fhar @ & 3R 39 A st W i &,
dr ST T H S @ HT FRe THIASHR 31 fG@drl 38 §aAst & fav el |arell & Sare deerd
g UgeT HaToT g- UIfedl & URURSE G @ SET THIAISIHN &1 AT I @7 q@1T, AFeH HAdeldar 50
fshaT & fhdel gemfad gu? AR AT, qRGA Saller & HeTar T S Y 3/l dofg F1 W2

YEITT Yged FaTer @ Fd g1 @er 2011, 2016 3R 2021 & faureqem gomai & Joeger 3R 3@
TeARAT T Fwaer 226, 211 HR 215 W AT i) 35 37 At Tt F 124 Hieh W g IR S
et Tl # Tgl 2011 & ugel & YeAral T MACT AT X T, Fhifeh 2008 & IR 7 fqermerasm =t
AT seof IS o)

qE¥eld, U 3R 38 FEANAT &l 5§ IR 39l TG arel 124 faur=rqem &1 & @ 78 & gR AT AHAT
AT I ¥ (1 @ U A Toa T4 R) R ST weh o @ 9 Faer 34 W AN 7 IAR Aol
el 81

g8 SIFH, HRAT STeic ariél & Frel 2019, 2021 3R 2024 & FoArdl H shaer: 121, 77 90 fqum=rasm
et oY dod grifer T (FgT 2019 3R 2024 & HHHT YoAId Acloll I [AUHATHER F7eT 1247 &)1 38 T
Tl oral A For 54 faurAwsT & A g IR SN el 30 IR SIS 7 34 54 fqumerasy e & Aqry-
1Y e Mell garar H wef-A-FHelr Sl 78 W 142 W 9¥ o S T wEH TEAT §1 3EE I,
3% @d H 65 W A1 of 38 &, 9 W a8 ge HY 8T Sid Tehr ot

3R TRET T SIS & TH AU HCABhH I FHSE g, al 3§ Tod & Iordl ol W THIHTSHR & 318
ST T TR, W 3T 100 Aol fAum=raem diet H sighy, S 2026 & 8 Juege 3R FET &
grE & Wi gard § F 58 @ fhaer &t & 2024 3R 2026 & I AdeT & R@e @Y 75?7 Saw §-
20, fe1¥ & 2019, 2021, 2024 T 2026 F Horar 13 Hel W & IR 3 W, FafF Joegar 2011, 2016,
2021 3R 2026 & @d @ ST (Ig HITTAR Td 10 I T HT 3HhsT )| 9AqF, o7 AT &=t &
THHEHNT & FHROT 2.1 Gfaed & A 38.6 YiaRIq Aderamsil & AH & & fhd, SI9 quie a1 HredT &
dle gfderd # deeld 3R TH3MEHR & HRUT HACIA-GEAT H 31T Hel & S Jofell &I STl &, o alar 7
g¥-gx d® 1S Rear g fewar|

GHY HaTT| TH3MEHR & ded UH-fAAY & AJSTA & A1H &I Garraqol alids @ gerel & 3nfe
3T US? THABHR A oo I8 ART SIR-2AR T 3Tel g o6 39% dgd 3o olel & AJGIAI3NT & =
SITel §EIT 1T, Sigl HREH IEIET 3T §1 IiRes sorrel # 39 fqurarqs &7 & &, Sfgl & 2011, 2016
3R 2021 & oAt A [ fQurs g4 v F| goT 39 et A @ 18 €A1 31 et 7 o, sfgr 2011 &
SO & TR HIEHA INMEIET HT It 50 BEET AT IEA AR A1 3H IR M A § 34
faererqen et # Aieaw faurgs g o §, T @ #@gs o aedd # IR-GUie 3FAear g1 AW uig
A arrarar & @i 7 S
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qiREH SIS T FAdferditad faurerasT A JiEeH faurgenl & For dEar 40 g1 Ao 2021 # o 3R FEd
FASL g & M| 3o JUHE U F qfeew Rure § REdEd seat 42,5 gfaed & a8
A g, Ig HYeldeh Ydiehor HT 3eeI0T ¢, o foh AdSr-ga & Hid -0 &l wcioll| 38T H Hiad
a g Therd 1 RIFR g5 B

A, AT ATl AgcaqUT I ST § o qREH SIS H ST AT S T A HRUT FAT AT? SHT
SfaTe &, & A ofe| ol oY g@eh oY 3R fewr €, AV AR gdlnor A g & &Y 2021 & 2026
& T U o 293 auTeTEeT &1 W ¥ 268 F 37U AT AT ¥l SAH @ 69 HIT W 37 10
Qﬁramﬁmwwgm%lWm,mwﬁ293%mmw@ﬁﬁﬁ27oﬁmm-9ﬁam
gorar & 31X 95 det W 37 10 ufaera & 3% &1 o &Her g

FA-GAST H U 57 dcod & gl fgard g1 Uagie aeat @ 38 a#sn e gl e3sidd,
AT FFgferee Urel (AFHArE)) & dAced dlel ardAAT o 2006 $HT 30 AR S 3 2011 &1
g’ & dg 11 vfaed &7 @ ¥ 9RAFT & FRUT FU 3T seaEl F FROUT 57 IRGdT H &FdR
T fIRwoT HWaT AT &, W 2026 H O & A-GfAAT H AT 4.7 gfaRrd Hr FRae g5 & S
aIHATET T Jelell H HA §| T HROT § o HAAT Setoit 2011 & amARS S Jolell H 9=t det S Fear
FI el S dAT WA H TB ET &l

gIellfeh, U FHH & HHA A 3 T 2 Tl A 7l IR S gU foq Adarr Aerar A1 TsF B
3 fquelr aifcal &1 e@ X o, a9 41 gEN? T Heldl e JUiFAS & W #AER g F6hd §, Fifh
g HTSTAT ¥ ER IR &l SRR &, qRGA STTel A It 36l TeoA el g5 ¢
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