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Sell Some Acres

Land assets of GOI and its agencies run into lakhs of acres. Selling some can ease fiscal
pressure now

TOI Editorial

If ministers have decided to travel in smaller
convoys, and bureaucrats are conducting business
without logging air miles, we can’t complain. For,
frugality is always a virtue - not just in a crisis. As
George Eliot said of a wealthy family: “They never
suffered a pinch of salt to be wasted.” The belief
that “money saved is money earned” is also
universal. So, let these habits stick even when
Hormuz crisis ends, and good times return.
Because every barrel of oil, every ingot of gold, and
every bag of fertiliser we don’t import, makes rupee stronger, boosting its purchasing power.

But thrift is good only till it eliminates waste. Putting essentials on the chopping block is silly. Should govt
cut back on infra works now, to shore up finances? No, for that would hurt employment, income, and
demand, slowing down the economy even more. It would also delay the process of making India an
attractive investment destination for businesses. Likewise, we have argued against burgeoning cash
transfers before, but stopping them now could increase hardship for poor families, especially when agri
prices are likely to shoot up due to a fertiliser crunch.

When it comes to regulating consumption, rather waste, price signals are more effective than moral
positions. So, Centre’s decision to hike import duty on gold and silver, from 6% to 15%, is a good idea. It
will not only curb demand, and conserve forex, but also leave more money in govt's hands for public
works. Watch out for increased smuggling, though.

And public works could be key to sustaining growth this year, and maybe a part of next year as well. So,
govt will need more revenue. Hiking taxes is the easy way, with one big risk - reduced private
consumption demand. Instead, govt should dust some of the ideas Niti Aayog has floated over the past
few years, such as National Monetisation Pipeline that can bring in many lakhs of crore rupees. For
instance, govt has monetised I5.3L cr worth of core assets, such as coal blocks, over the past four years.
But monetisation of non-core assets, especially spare land, has moved slowly, despite the formation of
National Land Monetisation Corporation in 2022. GOI, including major ministries like Railways and
Defence, owns roughly 15,500 sqgkm, or roughly 38L acres. There was a proposal last year to encash
81,000 acres of spare cantonment land, worth some 8L cr. Set it rolling now.
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THE HINDU
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Testing troubles

Leaks and breaches have destroyed the National Testing Agency's credibility
Editorial

Once bitten, twice shy: this saying surely does not
apply to the National Testing Agency (NTA). Given
the number of times that the Agency has run into
trouble in the conduct of common entrance exams,
it would have been logical to expect those at the
helm to have learnt their lessons. However, this
week's cancellation of the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET)-UG affecting over 22 lakh stu-
dents is a serious blow to the agency's reputation.
The NTA, on May 12, 2026, announced the
cancellation of the exam held on May 3, amid allega-
tions of paper leak, as the government tasked the CBI with carrying out a comprehensive inquiry. The
decision followed investigations revealing that a 'guess paper' - a collection of predicted, high-importance
questions created to help stu dents prepare-matched numerous questions in chemistry and biology.
Media reports said that this material had reached coaching hubs in Rajas than nearly a month ahead, and
had been sold to aspirants for huge sums. This led to investigations by the Rajasthan Police Special
Operations Group and 15 people were arrested. In the face of such obvious fraud, the NTA maintained the
line that the decision to cancel the exam was taken "in the interest of students and in recognition of the
trust on which the national examination system rests". The question though, is: does the NTA still enjoy
that trust? NEET has been dogged by controversy right from the start, with several States opposing the
format. But even after it was rolled out across the country, the NTA, as the agency conducting the exam,
has suffered several dents to its credi- bility, with various charges and controversies coming up with
depressing regularity. This in- cludes the 2019 impersonation scam in Tamil Na du where students used
proxies to write the ex- am; the 2022 controversy of frisking girl examinees in Kerala, and the 2024 paper
leak and grace marks controversy.

The K. Radhakrishnan committee, which was constituted to recommend reforms in the examination
process, recommended a restructuring of the NTA, and creating strong institutional linkag es with State
and district authorities in order to produce a secure test administration apparatus. Among others, it also
made recommendations for multi-stage testing, hybrid use of papers and computers, and a series of
measures to prevent breaches and malpractices. It would be a crime to allow the NTA to continue with its
inept con- duct of common entrance exams, impacting the future of several lakhs of students. NEET was

2



&
AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (14-May-26)

introduced as a measure to bring into play a single, standardised, and transparent entrance exam for
medical admissions. But the transparency that it has so far shown is of an entirely different kind: leaks
and breaches of confidentiality.
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9T ol & 9 AT W A &1 e §
e

Harel TSET AfSeher WET & IR fieh, 23 @ R & AEAS el AT gaRT qUeT & & 3ih
SIS @ & g ¥ | HaTe RAEeH @ HIAR SR 3o &7 o &1 udieT ol arell §ET Uadv Ir Ruew
fermer 5@ o1 @ G & Fhd & TF 3 GR 3@l dcohlel T Al AR g8 Teg 1l RERETT et
F & #H R s ge-digs afAfa afesa gefl, T v Rdic 3mued, R 98 WERT ®Eal § ghd &l
STalY, AfheT AT 39 ST T AT fear o Ghem b 6T AT € o 18T ghem? a¥ 2024 &Y 9uX ol
FI geaAT W TR AT ST 7egerar H 1fed afAfa & 38 ame é?ﬁcrg\mﬁaﬂé’ﬁ'ﬂ'éwwgﬂr?
AfATT o gl o1 o 38 oA & qde (U9-Us-9w f¥ean) i org dIbET (Fegex - aFs efecar ) fohar
ST aifeh A ¥ A AeGHA gEAET | AT 7 3§ g3 el W I el T Felrg & | wediw
& Fgell & foh FHPT hiell FARLT HATT H FA1 ¢l Gfeh dehcdal AT Hedt, ufars AHsEs iR
¥ve HAodl-ous BTed sOd d@-aIsl $l dRI--IRT Fal T ool W 8, fogem 38 W AI9or Fad
T AT & TRY HAd Herdaadl 3R qgerviiy e gomel & & F@91a &1 I 587 HA9 25 1@ qhemedt
iR gla &, e 58 #ed- Rive & X Afddsae AT & dgd Far Ser o geE=a gl
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TH 3N AfFad JHheA § dF g@ll e e e

fmer aean, (gha FE F g )
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Soit & thael # faUemerEl AR faord & o & el F A §¢ @ §1 IS T 4.88 IS Hehed
forerr 3tererdl & afeaa &, T off agl st & 4721 @rel gai WX ol «78T & W1 Tafr gsec & s 63.98
oIE HeheH AfFdd &, del ot SToil & 325 9g @relr ¢l

gNA FIE A o1 H A dgl Tl 2015 F 2019 T T 60 §oIR HAAS offead F| 3TF oG Sleq
A A9es &7 AR Soof & TTY & JafFad Al Fr gEar ff s 319 93 §9IR ¥ ST & IS g1 3T
fSrem 3N gEhE F SToll & Wil uel W &cll el & Tl A HE H 4 Sl & Tl & AU Fiefer H
MU g1 TET ¢ A1 A HIE H SToll HT TN 961 @ @I T Sleq ~arg HM? g6 J3 4 Tgel3il
F gHSA i T ¢l

1. HiaYeT & 3TER 3t AFc & Al had & fov g & ddafea sered g1 dfdhad T@er
TETHRT 3N 93 TRl & Al H U gHAE HIC F G BES gl ol FHA AW Aied iR
AN & Aol d6a4 & A1Y TG haell I qle 37 75| FRATT AHS H Foldls & aR=l @h
Sy o &gl f& 2006 H SRR ARH HF IW FAY FIX & Sed H 3 &A1 S1ar dF =1 faarg «18h
el SToil & 3TAR UTffe AT W ~R-UTdHT Hl AEHUIIET H Sectiel g S drige| HAT
fSig3it W AHA & STog AU & T oFd-Tlsl dheids 68 ool W 8| SqH IRl 3T HAHeA H
FoAaTS To W ¥ AR FAFeHAT F NS G W@ B

2. | o] g1 & dle WA HIC & Tl 3176 oIl Toh AL S Glcial HheHAl H FATlelh Heal
fAEROT X A HheAT HI FEA q@ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁéﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@élwﬁ?mﬁ
1989 & el & AR g I A SToil F o FEATT & AR TS S Hehell g1 IHeTelcl HRAg &
Y JARYT H 9T & T ¢ b 3T AFel # RER WA & FR & A=y o7 neer fomar ¢
g 398 F3 I TS B &

AT, T SToll o Ugel & & 0Ty ) Fgafa sar o 67 afg tar & ar fw adret & sgg &1
AT &7 IS SfATR SfsT & AT WAL gl g3 A Mo # 3% WY doe7 HT FAT INARISAT §? PR a
Soll HY fe H g STl FeAd A §C A AFAS FN A STt B ST &K I A Seen| AT A& F
IS el SToil T 9 & ool § SToil T FAIAAT 3N 3HTHT & qgcR AT ol & ST B

3. gfgH dorer # Qe ke At & 5o 3ereal & el & U Al & @l f9aret &1 [uerr &
fear a1 Sem 31 Fr & & T TR Toa §, Bieg e 3erad # &Ry ¢l do &1 A™SR giar gl
FIA FIE T F AR TER i Jqd A, IEed Tid HIE $F AFA 7 g Hi 3l qawea!
1 fafEer ik & 3153 & Auer & for =@ 3ncer IRa & &1 JOeR Feer aige| sad
SeaY Fehrell @l W HT T Ao & Ty @ SToll B N AET AAST H FAars & AT S g5
fAerem|

4. Waﬂ%%ﬁmﬁﬁmzoﬁg@qqmq & AR STHTAT, HheAl & SHR ST HATHA P Teh ol
a%razrmm%|mgﬁammmmwa:mmﬂmma;wmas
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AR W g g1 81 A HIE AT Tof W PR FEHIC A Sfoil H1 Rerdiede 357 65 @l g1 e o
g § FS AE AeH FAA FE F JR T F AR | JAT g THg HE

$afdT A HIC & TAT & AR AR FohedAl HI Foldls Teh STol GaRT AT ST Hehell g1 FHA SToll
I TEAT 9510 TR &1 oS HohedAl T gl HH g Hehell g

froerad! fr desfa

-
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HUTEhIT

Ig 3TeoT ¢ 1o GUeTHEAT & AUl SRT & Hifthel # Heldl H SHHT a0 U har &6 & S Fo 3iRT &
el & foIU &g @ ¢, 30 W TG AT FX W@ 81 3T 3R F 39 HRI o Hifthel H BT 6T = &
gIE O Harg ARG A o Tar g fohar g1 3men § R errerar enfdd IsAt & ATIEA vd A o gwer
3TEROT AT, offehel AT &1 IR-$1reTar i Tsat A o feme =nfge|

O & Gy & gigel, AUrehl, 3T Favaaiaat & @rr Sieemel & o 0Fr € Sar afRvl Fera &
IR ST fhdY THR A1 e AT &1 vy A8 I8 U TS aTHhar ¢ 3R Fhad gdaA=T T &
STl

I g e el g g, safav Adealfar & oy & a@da & fear aer =nfee 3l aew sfos
ATt 3R sleemel 3R @ Gar e wfge, wifE 39 S e & ser et f depfa a
IS ST o &1 I8 R @ T 78T F S foder o FIfthel & ToIar &, 98 3T &1 UHF-gelsh aTell ATl
ST g1 fe@rd arell 38 ARAhdr @ HiFd 9= I T&d T g

TSt G Foll Hbe & ToAd HIFOT S-chied BRI & T Tolel HT IUFFd FHASA ofdl §, of 3G Igod o
ST ST FAT T87 HST @ A? 3AT v@r af § FA81 F FoT obe & Ugel Ueifargd uerdf &1 3carest
G A & @Y TET AT A T IAHN A Sgd FEA AT WHA AT F Al SEA FE TS A IS gl
afew o facel ager & wa@ 3RF @ud dgiforaw werdf & smard 7 & g g

THR HT GfogH gerel & @ud & wll a= & @y fael #or sue are 3w Jeeioe U W
€T Sl g1em| faeRly Her 1 veh 931 Tud e & v facer It & word gl §1 0 SHfaT gl &,
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Fifeh g A A wdesT T AR qdeht & Tkl AlGlel TAhfad gl g Urr §, ST Aveldra, rsels 3R
Areiehl S et o faohf@d oY foram 1 I8 od 8, o R gdee ot & efSe @ el it dgey ¢

sah are o Feufa g § 6 3@ ofter enfean, arféan anfe oer & forw o faeer Ser ot &1 facdelr ogar &
Ueh 37 @Ud fAGer 9gad arel SieT dlel STAE1 & HROT 8 gidr g1 §AR ©F d3r §&ar & facer Jea safav
S g, @diieh g A Ioradrqel T & e GHfAd 7g g 9 W &1 eor @ & waey et A o
Thoferall T oI o Td ARl #er e i FEpfd faefad @ S|

Date: 14-05-26
IEHT I8 9UX o gt & el

Hllg ST W, ( dEs REd BIRE vz ¥ssw amfamee & qd s 3k
ARTFR § )

& T HIH TS GQET3T # & Teh sAlc & YRATS ofieh glel & $HRUT QT G087 e el usil 56
R ofieh His o @l a3 & FuAT 3N 3o HHAEH & HAG B AsT W@ A7) He FEd g @
22 ar@ @ 38 SET w1 Fg qlem T & <ol glol| g1 ol 3R ARt & wsel HT AR el &
STIRAT ST bl &1 T§ We & a1d § [ ATl T ol Il TIdv U IR T & &6 15| &I |
f& 2024 3 o e 7 ST & Told TS Fal F TG & Fh ERT FEA g2 AT

Ig hael Teh TET &7 Jol SIEY I 61 g, dfoh U HiT AT 3R HiasT & @y fhar I= arer g7
A g 4T add H Ush IRGeT el Jomell AhfAd el 3IHT g7 W olldh SIS o HAMhAT Hall-
#ifd S § & $o el d o #dem, S i givond gl eRer-eds g 3 Y #@9 $s oid @
ST | ST T HIel 36T W ORI @i gle 3rarell Tdiel # FudAly & qaiat & Je o 81 g
e SIET TRETT AT R o q@er =gy, TS o emat B d5d §, W dgl G ek I Ty ofarsHar
=T Bl

AT GATAT TEUT HT GI, dfod 38 G H § A AfSH w9 Wt & 56 gAdr 1 Aftwa
Froroll fAATRT A TEa=r &1 del d SIS-3RET FT O IoddT &) 39 &g W Sdell 9«7 gidr g, ar
ATFARMeN wieT 3R THWER 7 Afshd &1 Sl § AThE Y& HROT & o AfSehel Jar wIeT & IO ofeh
Ut & fAT g Follealh A fewd o), s @ el wiiRul weaAdd R &, RN &=, R &Ser
TR & ¢oll do 3R agr & 9fiem Fgh d& Hgt“o:I FI TAAT IIEAT H el WHRT 3R IR-THRY
WW?@H%%B@WWWE@W%I adqqulgq«é?mmﬁsﬂﬁﬁmaﬁ
FHHSIR HT B FHafT o 3T 31 THhaT &
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Ife & 9T N T GHEAT &7 TARN AT I8d &, af gddATT FRIVOTN & Hifderl sgard i aia|
8% fov sore AT &1 ufshar te et 3e@or g adr g1 98 aE FAT deic 9 g ¥ U aedig
Ugel fad HaATera & Heftd fURET I STEdr gferdr @ @l FaRerse X fear Sirar g, dar & Asd
IgT & T ST V| et & Aef-gR feT gger 10-12 fAA=AT & Th Mo 3R GRIAT ¥ W
THT fRaT S0 398 FA T HH 20 TRT-376{T TATAT & A dIR HAT A0, G gl geat & 3
ThHAT &1 AT NTST fhell odiem & & 9T 90 S § o 20 994! & dC & 3MUR 9 2,000 weaA
H Teh ATl 'FATA dop' IR fohar S|

TRET YE Bl § AM -l T Ygel FTY GaRT I3 IMUR W 37 2,000 T 7 & & goal 1 ad
forar STl sHdhr MEve ®ed i AR & aEes iR Bfoea geam & @y @3l &Kol # A
STl & JfhdT T Aol §37 o187 g g1om fh qatl YE 8l & T TAT Ygod o fohall 1 off, 7@l dh
f& glem U= arell TEar & Y@ H o AL gar g wlad 9o I are §1 S9 SRRy g oAe
grall, ot ofieh gl & 3MIIhT Tacl: Y 8 SMUIM| gl IE oieh feaT oI Tehell & o Fo 9laT el W Fex
TS gl AT fSsTell Tok Sy & IROT TA9at ar T & ATar 3m Thdr &1 SUFT TATY T8 & 5 &)
& &g W e 3R IR F s9d 767, o 639 IR @ e, a1fF & F wWE g W gE
IR g & TS Bl W R @ TRAYT I dAcehrel e R S Fh |

Yfeh S ATHC # TA&T ol & HGEATIH g Uitrell # AAST UIT 9T g, ST Slofel H TE&T Tideed hr
Tl gl A FFEl g W el d6317 & drasg yeaad B 7 8 ura, &t 38 &g i wfaer Aer
ST AIRU| W8 Ao & gauehl, TUedashl AR d@&ftd FAaal & fatey cercAs Fars, #RY
NI &5 3R AT Sof 1 giau ger =Afewl STe SFAeRr aa grel, aslt sgawdr g s
Fg Thd ¢ T ¢ P IRl Fal W Sacl-fedd Sh3T HT TaTAT Gfell gI9M, oifhed TaHAT caeaT &
TRATAT T e BUTS, IeTeh AN IRagA IR GRET & AU AT golRki Gloeniadl qur gemafa
AT W S H-9RHA T gl g, IH Jobell A f3foieer faawor 3 Sh3rq v amrd &by wa gran|
TN Fo M AL 81 AT ol T¢ FTORIFT H &1 THR HT AT g fh IR ofih dhael T
RIS fAherdr =161, dfesh Th FehR dr TG 3mder g, S gar Afdsisit & 3cAfaRard @l §awh @
HRE e W &l
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gfeas vfr & §u¥ & 3us Tae T fholglad s TARN g ok oTel 37T & FAgelolk AR & 9% YT
N FH F & AU IRfeusl W AT YE &1 IR &1 TR Y3 JTAaN H WK & gl # Fefch &
fhT a1 Mg & d1E WA-IE W I Yok T B F Tl Tog Hrag X o H ayon & Hr g
g8h dlg 3o AN YT & GH H FUAR H W IO AT TWHR F Fhgell § & Tohe & qoAg IR-
TR FEGHT & I F ARl AGT SR W §¢ W G P Aehed & AT T HeHA IO IAT &l S,
HRT SgHAeT OTI3iT T [T T q@T Ao F31 3UFAT &, Fod doT & G el FT QN $ AT A g@q
93T e &1 S8 Sodl AT 3R A @ faSl Hor &7 sEaAe o 937 8, el duar RS e &)
o 9ET I g

glelifeh, 3MMENUT RIS THR & 38 Fed ¥ er ¢, dfhet g off aw § & gy @ agfd 3ur =%
v aw, ar e ot foelt # S SIfeer aRfEufoar der ghoh, 3o Fad ST 3N A JEA WA
qgaT|

Mol § o Tt o A A qivad TRAr dhe & AgdeAoR o @ Sieddm & facel Jor sue &
fow Suet & syl 3udler, IS g & dd & FEAAT A HAT o 3 A Fr @lg vd fager amr
P TG T S 33U AT FT 3Tl fhar AT ST FTase A7 foh &er T 31cyaeyr W gard 96 @l
g, O &H i & [T dbfous 3Url & 3R 6o gl 38H aRIT o180 § f fondr off 93 dahe &
faes & forw 3me A& @ o 3EF qfFE I § A el & e 7 af # deer % g ardr
g 3R T & ddhe & SRS IaTSF UK FT AYH TR W A1dF IRUMH TTHA 3TaT g1 S-aiey FHr
Gl AFTR H FAd STl W § 3R 58 o d77 & v AfAT T g @ 3R fael #er 5K
W dld $O HA g Y, A Tg Uh @l ggel Al g Hehell &

WHR & 30 FHcH 1 Tk Uge| I6 o1 § 6 0T -9 T FHreareiiy AR qER dget FHr 3meieT gl
W # HARSET HABT W ARG 3R Fdhar To # T & S AR 9l gate Al gerfsd
a7 3R TAROT Fal F FT & FH FA dlel FRIGINGAT R AT FAoR I@eT gl 398 Tohe & 77 IR-
ST 3T & HJfd el & SIRT FH 3T FRar 3R areg &9 & fadeyul getel & Hgeaqul Heg
AT @hcl 1 38% 3rellar 9 & fadel Har dameE & dgad dd, 30, i@ e Ao 3 @’
STl St 3R 3T Sl WrATARAT &1 Sl AIRU| TUeAH=T & ool @ el & I S8y SEdATe Y
e A B I AT fhAT AT R AR @ Segiel G HUA FHIfhel H ATTAT dlgail I HEAT HA T AT
$8d d1G $s Uodl & HCIATIAT o 1 S AE & HeH O[T §| HIN $H I I LA WA I S o
& WAl TR W Ig JkA Ah awonsid de AT 7 W1 Serar off T g7 39t i 9w &9 4
IMcHAATT HN, I AAufafafer i saar fear seidr|
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