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One Gap Narrows, Another Widens
ET Editorials

Girls in India have outperformed boys in school assessments and board examinations. Today, they are
steadily taking over classrooms across schools and universities. Women account for nearly three-fourths
of MPhil registrations, reflecting how more girls are enrolling in schools, staying longer and progressing to
higher education. Yet somewhere between the classroom and workplace, this momentum fades. Women
make up 48% of university graduates but only 31% of entry-level employees. At every stage of the
professional ladder, their numbers decline further.

The issue is not capability, but cultural norms and social expectations that have failed to keep pace with
the aspirations of professionally qualified women. Women may dominate home kitchens, yet only 10% of
India’s professional and executive chefs are women. They also shoulder a disproportionate burden of
unpaid care and domestic work, spending 10x more time than men on unpaid caregiving and household
work. Workplaces remain structured around assumptions designed largely with men in mind. If women
continue to be primary caregivers, work systems and policies must reflect that reality.

Beyond the workplace, enablers such as personal safety, reliable infrastructure and quality support
services are essential for women to sustain their careers and rise to leadership roles. Data from NSO’s
Women and Men in India 2025 report points to a generational shift. Although the overall literacy gender
gap remains wide, it has narrowed considerably among those below 24 years. This progress reflects years

of sustained policy attention, implementation, accountability and interventions such as providing toilets in
schools. The focus must now extend beyond the classroom and into the world of work.
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Cost to access

The opportunity cost of accessing medical care remains high

Editorial
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The Union Labour Ministry has announced that it will provide a

free annual health check-up to workers aged 40 years or more,

- following an existing provision in the new Labour Codes. The

- programme will be implemented through the Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC). For workers in hazardous
conditions, such as handling toxic chemicals or operating heavy

By, ¥
'_- | machinery, check-ups are mandatory; if illness is detected, ESIC
hospitals and dispensaries will provide free treatment. India
| already has a few workers’ health obligations on paper,
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including under the Factories Act 1948 (only within factories),
the ESI Act 1948, and the Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions (OSH) Code 2020. The new programme
" will be financed through the well-endowed ESI fund, although

the government is still shoring up the number of beds and
doctors available via PMJAY-empanelled facilities. At this time, operational evidence suggests that insured
workers will be the main beneficiaries.

Commendable though the initiative is, its success is not guaranteed. At present, only around 31 crore of 94
crore workers are on the e-Shram portal, whose integration with ESIC is still in its early stages in many
States. Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya also failed to address how a woman working in a garment
home unit or as a domestic worker could access the longer maternity leave if she has no ‘employer’. Annual
check-ups for women also warrant specific medical staff needs whereas many ESIC camps are crowded
and dominated by men. As with many of its predecessors, the programme does not address the opportunity
costs of accessing health care, forcing workers to continue contending with lost wages. An ESIC facility may
also refer a worker to another centre if it lacks the resources for specific tests, leading to repeat visits and
added time and cost. The new programme focuses predominantly on non-communicable diseases such as
diabetes and hypertension. Heat-related illnesses are not explicitly recognised as occupational diseases
under the ESI Act whereas construction and agriculture workers are most at risk of them. Waste-pickers
and sanitation workers on the other hand face greater risk of infectious diseases such as hepatitis and
leptospirosis. The scheme offers screening but does not mandate proactive vaccination. The government
must meet workers where they are, through mobile occupational health units and — as the OSH Code 2020
stipulates for organised workers — at their places of work, and provide tokens to compensate them for
time spent on check-ups. Otherwise, any scheme of this nature will not improve upon the already deficient
system.
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g WHER o gl & F T o fomr ¢, ored dsd @ 3R oo arer 3w gl el & 40 feATor
39&TET H 3T aTe SegaT facel fAaer (ThEims) @ 60 BT & #fiax Fopll &f it a1d & a9 §1 3EY dar
oeTdT & foh $TRa AT T © o6 39 AP FAgcareman3it 3R a3t & ST g Thiaor $ ST d
1 2020 F 9F AT 5N BT & SIG a1 ok Hdlell & Y I AR Tk GoT @7 ¢ 3N ARaes 3cure
T H ATH el 1 FTHH AR 3T T@T &, 56l 3 3 =l Huleidi &7 goear g1 36H oa1d Jg § fob =T
AR T FIH F37 ARG AHER & Sl Geif T AT AR 151.1 3RS e e Gg I1 § 3R 2025-
267 AT & TTT FART STUR ©1eT Tead 112.16 3ok 8 AT 1 d f&ar S T & % =R grer 3k
AT W FIRAT FH R FT Tk dlemr AT 3T i 3mhT o off § arfs 3cure a8l @ HRd 37 T |

ST it &1 dsf #oll & AU Iar I §, 30A gl urg s dfdhe a5 3ot dell Forgst faee Alser
A 3ueor 3 uifoaf@fdsa W afdd &1 sdecii=ag, sofdecsd AMafdr 3R FdHoia Fa1 ©w 9Ra
FI SR o6l WX ITUIRT §1 T FeH T TN T =T Aifgu Fife 598 Tasedr 3dr § 3R a9 &
Y gg 2T & TATAHIOT Scdeaten domal & H HegdR AT gla $IRaT &1 gHied § o qhel B 3cUlq
(GErdY) &7 fafasTer &1 REAr o« I\7T @ F9THer 15- 17 9ARIT 9T 37eehT §31T &, S TRPR & 25 Fard e
¥ HH FA ¢ 3R s qdf RS ardegaeanst @ d 81 arfon Reewor @ gdr =en & geleey sufrat
& Thel Hegade & fafedor suferat o1 REAr 2024-25 # g 33.4 9fded ® Fadl § Tgel g 40 gfaerd
q 3 U7 WHR o o Fo aul § 3 wed 307 ¢, T Scdieet IR Gedmgst (Avesms) drswe
Y enfAer g, afre aRome 3nfea a8 @1 3eeeor & v Qiuesns Asar Adsd B 85 F % W@l
Afthet 31T &7 & 8% gHd RIS+ ©l

W A Fg FAEST gren & Ghover A A Ilover qof & Faw H A Ao v AfAor geifaar gor g @
SEETT| 38 &7 & AfGiEead I Sl o, Seldeliorry AR Seoic fATAHATOT 7 SlMeT T A He]dTelel TG
AR FASIR 36 Taclel ST s Fedle fGarh SR &1 o8 HRIGR AT e 3 95 STl g1 Tgr aoe
¢ o HIRA 39elr doch e ATPd & FAdfdeh SR g dIR A 9 g

ol & deold dfRae ardraReT & HRA & fAar Aa e 3R /AT 3caea #F afed & & Fe &
foT v gaeTa 0T 3R GURT S HTaRaehdr gEN1 T8 garT 2019 3R 2020 A ARG HH Aigd3i &
3ECRI IeIUTSAA I Tl FoAledT, AT AT FURAT R AR & JHTenRePIAIor S Acdifgd w7l
IR 3oTenT fohdTes] &ﬁgwﬁﬁmmmwﬁmﬁﬂélaﬁrmm%ﬁv
A 379 o1 Folch B, O g7 el S &1 THR AT AOR Al T ofr gelletm eelr giaf| Foafeh ekl o
glel o aNt # Hobd AR FHSIA fhe § Sies Ui da & ary gagitan o anffier &, ofther & 3t
Yoeh &X 319 o qEll SR Hegawunsit HT Jolell H HEl 3R g g o FHASAT g T dRFh AU
o1 TRreer feeam Avgacd &3t # glar & 3N 39 IR 3w A §o9d ¢ AT SeuresT HT 3 Fel &
forT dRah Hoa @3 & Y S5 el &1 UHSIIATS I 3Maeh o IJFH 58 ol W AR e & b
IR fohcell Goll & 3R dRash Hog H@ensit & @y = 37 g1 ST oRa # TS & X &
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giorerm &=t &1 Teel & T el &t el | HAEal of ah fear § & &\ ol are forg fafsaor o e
OIS T 8, 38 g1 el # AR AR QT g1 AR M-t r qoar gom &% T &= g @7 &
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I &1 dared

HUTGHhI T

Ush T F5 A&7 I Ay H FeTH 310 AABT 1 Il eTT ARG I Ffaies &7 T & foge @ e
g3 39atsy gl o ‘FAedider gfeuscelr crfead -UST Eiehel, AT THIMSIRGAT dohellch & ITg o g, 394
ACT AR # dgsH STl B oAclioldet, gRAel T arg FI&T Jumell & IHAT Sl 3TEE gl Sfiell &
R & 37errar 373 AR, foea, i, D 3R T & 9rF & I§ bl g1 gTelifeh, geToT 7 5 RS
$I ARG-&THIT FET TdS IS §, AfeheT HST ST WT & 5 Grel 2024 & AR Reares” & dgd g8 dobells &
g 33T 5T Fher TAETUT g1 IR & AR TR TT A 5,000 forelefier o, sdfav 50 Ok 0@ 308 g
gl 38 31T 6 B qadifeshr off et S @1 8, [ShT qfSe aA-Q-haf el d2g &Y ¢ &1 9§, Garor &
IS TAATS WAT-HETH Selhlioesicd dicieee AT, Fogeh! #Re &TAaT 31T 5,500 fheltedier & 31fere gielr
€1 GET, T a3 faehd HaresT (SREEN) & ewe] FAR & HAd o 36370 w1 § 6 dereeT
313 6 A & AT & v IR §, 99 WeR @ &l 3187 e $r ¢ ¢l

aTaTT gEToT AR AR 3R Tadel @I deheller &7 3TUTAH 3¢180T &1 a5 ool & U ATy TeAy,
G, 1T, JTehTer ST Feel fAaTgel &1 SIERT &, dfthel o781 taoiaresh 31M9eT &1 81 IoR AlG ofiel gerehi &
g8 700 fhel#dicy @ ot 5,000 fhelieieT oeh T AT Fholaqash GO HT &1 3ol 0T & F&m 98 A
gah! aradl diér S AT ¢, S WA ¥R o of ST Hehdll &1 39 ot Ul #gRA o g1 IS §
f&r T A @se Ir Y Tolewid H Y dled T ST Hhal gl yaﬂa’rqframgm%,ma&wﬁew
afRE#T A, 3T HAT 3R g AGHER &7 # AR &I &THAAT A ASIgd AT g, S ARG dlehcd T 7T
e ST ST T@T ¢ WHAA: w61 dotel U UIfehedlel T TG & far STams 715 § 6 R gforar & fner off
Rl @I AU FA HT Tg I Thor ol §1 gTeifen, faea el Stch § o6 e & W& wisd 3HcH-
Gt & 3 @euid o 3meRd g f& ‘o & 3mhavT @ bl & fAT wgeide dear & §f¥aR @ S|

AT I 3T AHeIdT T THIT AR & T&TT 36ANRT W T T39m| &2r &7 @T-fadTd dgas 38,424 HUS T9F &F
oAl &1 HRA 379 giarar & 80 @ 3iflsh ot &1 8T YT 91 T &, Fofatel faamger, 3nféery 91, R, g1,
TR 3he fAed S8 Seafd Wro-arart i nfAe &1 g@ 2 TR FRET Jomell I edR $RIAT STl
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oS § 3R el 3cTeet A 8 3T gefe & @Y &1 ATer 2029 Foh WE-fAAT 50,000 F(S TAF Tk TEATA
H A& IWT IAT gl 3H I&T Hl Uledl Hidel Aal ofordl| WIHH, & &GeT dgel SIHRSAT garr frar am=r
ATIRT T % W07, f5T@d ararer 97 & o Jfard g7 & Qg O ‘9Sss 99 9137 ST vl g,
3R 3T THIMSIRET T AheldT Jg $RIAT SENAT &7 § fF 9IRT TFT & gl &1 YT o8 g HT Thdl
gl

Date: 11-05-26

ENiT ARt W TR AT & A

el el (aRes T9ER )

ST W HARHT goel R STarel wars & o & GAY dlg Je0eT o o fer AT & glesT STelsaeqey 3
ggel ST HIfT AL QI 39 9T @7 ¢ foF o €7 1 v R% 3RS aastid #r oe aeEAT g, ar
Y WE IARET F THRET JeH WA gl FH Tellel Y & §, aifh Siefes S0 &1 30 A7 W FE
(FHe) T Hll & T & ST I35 q@ TP, S o grelol SToATET 9 Ueh ATl 1 ofam o= g

IgT dh AT FT STAATT el Aal &l hdT &, dfehed SEAATA fhar safaw, drfes a1d I gFsh ST IF|
HAHAT FS-HS IAT 8 81 91T §, ST T 3T §15d Tohelk AT SiaTel o TEl R QT AT | Eohi &l Uehed
THRT RSP ST 3R AR & FHWTSl & Hellal 307 d¢ AT T 8 Sr-gscrer H:d g Aera g1 wefr-
F3 5T gF H TETA A & ST &

39 T & HEH HgcaqUl S AEN H ¥ Th el ol $o g e A | FHH § HA A TAT &
UG §1 ST 1 Hged al 39 Heoh! Tl g1 ordm T 20 BrEET sean oo 3R 3 g8 T&d & TR gl
RA & ToT ar 5@ #ART & Siaa@r o gl ST Thdl g, FAIMh G2 I T T MY & SAET Hedl dol
3R A 5&@ T @ I0AT @I B I ST F Dol ¢, TH TES H IR dlel SETeil . Tgel A Follolel olell
gIal AR 38 AT 3Tl Th YeATdell & STald S sdl| $8 Yol H QU ATl FaTdl 8, S8 Sigret &r
AT, AT JTFR, TgaTeT HEAT, {eT &2, Fal & 3T @ 8, F61 o @ ¢, St A AT §, 6 FAT &, 3HHA
Aifos FiT §, SQ TAH Fard AT &1 TET ALY, ST W HIH e arer it el 1 saRy ofr ar
gIam|

ST &1 SH 7S AHA SehlARNT TSFeRAT AT STgTeT FAT ENYUT T SYTEAT A & HIA ‘TR Teh T
IUMEr & FARY M| AToldl AT g1 T T BRA HT WISl AR gl SToAET & T 3NAET S @St @
3RE PR o & TET Td 3EY I[N T STglsil & AR 9 39T =07 T &l °reel g1 a8
Teh RE @ SR gfdr @ Ae oo W@ § R e srdiegaryr A% wREE, STSiR, SUserdi3i, de,
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CoFeilellon 3R T3S SHl ol & &1 & ToT Tehcll, 30 T AR ST TEAT F ToRa HT gotrerd o =ilew
gl gl

STEY &, Igell et dl 58 TEd @ o= alel STgreil 3R 3eieh Arfeienl 1 €1 Sieler g1 sEifaw giaar &
99 e’ RN Suferdi & g8 W 7R [AAr Sars 81 T Huladi gga & $g I § % 50 Jou & ol
T 37 SUT @I 3 FHSST T AT H AR TSIad & IS g1 TEET, ST & 39 HeH @ &l Rg I
&@eT eV Tk af IE 6 9 36 AR ¥ IoNa arel Sfgrell W IR W@ arear § 3R deraa: 3a9
crer oY gt AEAT §1 38 d1G gl W da HIAT &1 sART A &1 3 Ig &1 dohell © [ 319 98 Jgl
CIEd-gRA &I TBaT 8 &l UIgdT &, I IS AT S, I ST AT g1 AR, 38§ AT & 39T HHAT
= & AT AFT H o of ST Heb|

et & Rufaat F oRa 58 AT & ¥ 7€ @ TehaTl THHT I 3N YW W I &7 Fehell &, Il
g4l W oSl oSl I & H 30T $ &I @ Aok I, AR @S A #1 31qfcd g A dwifad seget ik
e FREE & v A 3 gy 781 §1 WS A fr N’ O Feh qHS g cenfees Hr Ak A
3T aTell AT el STeiR & IT af S 37 W § AT 3o7h o1 96 W/ &1 The IR @, ar 3mr 3 ofeyor
A HCN| Farel &, 30Y AGes frcfel 9¢ Thell &7 30 TATST & LT 3 T ARl ¢, FAIR Agams
HT el 38 W R § 5 I8 T fhder o7 3R golm @R ¢ gerwsh a1 sigi? da sufaar fhder
S ge Iomel AR fhcelr 9 aH dgeh 5qml¢d|ﬁﬁq§ﬂmﬁ?mwaﬂﬁm$ﬂmﬁﬁmﬂ3m
faam

Il TSIl AT ol @Y &1 Ueh aIf0Id I8 & fh Uoh T = Ao & aH # g ad SfoR &Y dod 4
HRT H AGIMS M 3HT 0.55 F 0.6% dh 9¢ Hehell ¢l oI35 B3 & Ugdl o F3 (Fd ad N HAT I
el aTelT 3gH dffge SgATh) 70 STeR 9T SRel o HIE AT| JgT & I 100 3TeR & IR §eIT @l &, af
30 STeR T TEIT &, AT AR T AGMS X 7 3¢ & et ar Prdr dd Jeiar @ o Faell g

de @ 3 @1 #wEIMS @ Arem ReaT § 3N AGAS F AY-HY TE SloR & HHhEo TIY B HAGR Aot H o
qAwr o g1 3 f FAq A & Adew g, 3mad 3R #7gem gl s8d da AR e F w
golFeiolerd, AN, HiAdha 3R @& & dor S et o anffier 81 gller & a5 ST sgawur Sfgrel Hufardy
& @T Jerel 3R suH aFd N S6ic & TohaT g1 VAT @Y W AT s 3R AT Y s¢Im| I Wrera o
IMTATHR FRISTRAT 3R GERT do ggeal, T 3mafcd Jaer F #Eams 39 A g 7 o o8 § g,
Sicsh ARSI $1S F YT g Sest|

a3t shuferar ot fRafa F ar & g sereh § ar 3t o1 #x & § W Bie FRIR A 7 31 a1 §
f&relsT ®EIM g1 & 19 aTell 1A g1 §¢T HehdT| g IT ol F& sl Tallall oG H &l § AT Y 39 |1y
o FS Sl BT P A AT §l ST &, IR & Sifel H HET SHS Fa SqTel HiRhel H sl B
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3FHle &1 TOT 38 o1 A § 1 S0 RA T 39T gRF T AAT| g1 Hehcl §, 96 AR STgrsil 3R
HRA S arell el & &0 # SIET 375Ie] o @3l | UFr §34T,<‘-IT e STecl WcH 8 Tohdl ol vEr
Fufa 7 sTerr 3/ Y T BT, AfFeT TR Tg The s FLIAT deh ToldT g, dl AE HEIMS 2026 H R
& T ged 991 el a1 gl Bl

Date: 11-05-26

FqT FfAaod e 1 AT ged W Fad

A TS, (TITaor FAFAT )

3WES H IERER ol & dlell 91 ¥ dleH=dl do
AlSTer A AT & gl ofamser 54 faheltedey &1 Fue
gell & 9 F IR W 58 T & gl IR A
T IHEHA ASIRT ¥l T TR FHglear ey i Rrsar
TXCAT Fg=T T ITHA 8,50 A g R & A\ @
STl ST 81 6 ae H 981 T&AT # 1o, e, Hithe,
3dE SHET gerw wenfarat & gat Hisie 81 Reerer 39
gsH-ART Fr Az w9 oF A £, T 129 18
Hiey U S HT AARY &1 SR §, S gl aeT

USIfd & 3% US &lce Usal, I &he STua|

Ig gl A% 3T0ES FT 781 &1 § T 3% 3BT Teargaide 2026° RAE Sardr § & @rer 2023-24 7 30
ST A 29,000 gFEIR T3 T gEAAT IR-aof Ifafaftrat F fhar arm, Sir 2022-23 B Jefell # 66 TlArd
S AT| AT 2014-15 @ ofhd 2023-24 & drg U HRA H 1,73,397 §FEI STl Fsohl, forstell orgil, Teled,
s, Yo @ gafaster aRASERT T fic Tg AU s @RE, Todell Hdccdl & alell aRASET FTel
R 9T AT § & 1990 @ 2020 A $IRA # STl el T Tead 7 FoEd o0 g% & 3R 20157
2020 F fIT 3TH AT 3T ol Y TS| Ik 3Thal T AlA, At NS AT AP H ST 7 6.68 G gFEI el
A @rell T T & glefifeh, Gor &1 s RAIE For R &7 F Felall & Hohd &l §, W F&dT
AT T /T AGT AT AR THTF a & 7 A FAr F IqT FF @ 8

dell T g W GITGROT T glel dTel TJehdlel SETelel ¢ & &l HER & AU & Solreht & & a1 A,
a‘ruﬁgﬁaamsﬁammﬁaﬂwy@ﬁmﬂéﬁ%,%WWW#QH-ﬁﬁvmwﬁwgm
&l 78T ¥ W IR PR ARAT fAherch &1 g Foer & Al 57 wdcdHTer & el 3R Ak AT W U E,
STET & Il & STel ol Tid T AT g1 3oThT Wal-arar 8 Seg & ToIdr g1 gl Masrar & #Ar 9% off gsr
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%,mm%%msﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁmﬁqugﬂﬁ%lWWWWHdH\lsqa e g
gl vfday goiRl 1 F&ar & VAN $H Thides T &l e 306 & v qgm-l\ g STalg $8F T@T W
ST 13 §oIR ST GX fAR0TeT oeMT a7¢ g, foieie! Hgeh TISIeIUT & A W hicad &l oART U W &1 aRces
¢, o1 1980 7 & TQT ST UST o dheled Sl TP d6l, dF Tl dgaT of dehlolled TETAFHAT ST T Hr g7
forget saer wed Ay fhar or, s a1g J87 @g& diSiaer & a1 9T Ush & Fers Hr At U &
IS A FAT 3H T TIAT I8 o 9T I8 ao1 JAaafaa e fr e g sreem

fassar @8 & & srererdt & off A & A W AIRR F1 98T iAh GaAT S @7 8, SAoieh Tl & g a1
& ToIT Aerell & & @il $T RATT 1 RE Tge @ 3R AT 96 17 & 3eht Fiawr & v gddi
$T o arfeat 7 TATeRoT & WY SO AJUF g el g &7 glawnst & fov $He 99 S dr /e
FeH Soldl 6@ T 1 JET PRUT ¢ 5 Gty U=t & @i dﬂqlgqumagﬁﬁﬁazm
& 3R Te-Ar gelaT a1 TSIl T THET TG I§T &, IeT A-I9 & el & STel-Aelt 3R TgT F fhered
arell AT 9X 8 gfciher wTa U3 T@T ¢ 59 R AW W @R == g1 W@ B, olfehel ooRargr 1 3cgret
frerfaen sy 21

FEA T ST oTgl, [APrE VAT @I AR, S 3P W o | BATAT & Tl T 3984 A gH Pls TeT
Tg1 fAee| 3reoT Fg g fF Sodg d@ee ¥ g9 & AU wefas aet @ W w1 wdea gafAedr &
Sl |
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