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Tackling takedowns

Online censorship is a threat to the fundamental right to free expression
Editorial

The Union government’s enthusiastic misuse of its spurious powers to censor lawful speech online is an
alarming and exponentially growing threat to India’s democracy. With amendments to the IT Rules, 2021
— which are themselves on shaky constitutional ground — the government has successfully pressured
Meta and X to take down content within three-hour timelines that leave little time to push back, lest they
lose “safe harbour” protections and be dragged into court or, worse, have their employees face personal
criminal liability. Under the cover of fighting Al-generated content, all speech is being subjected to a
despotic regime where the state can silence speech at will, destroying the promise of the Internet, which
has emerged as an important alternative voice to express everyday concerns. Visceral, hard-hitting
expressions of independent voices are an integral part of a society led by free ideals and representative
democracy. Weaponising Sections 69A and 79(3)(b) of the IT Act, 2000 to take down such content, and
accounts wholesale, distorts the public conversation in a way that benefits the ruling party, with scant
regard for the freedoms of audiences and the livelihoods of creators. Often, entire accounts of the
Opposition are deleted. Since this infrastructure of censorship has been built brick by brick without any
moral compunctions on the path down which they lead, takedowns of independent media outlets and
critical commentators have grown. Some have been reversed, at the cost of revealing their identity. The
government continues to enjoy these powers under a veil of secrecy, publishing no meaningful data on how
its hold on online discourse has tightened.

By opening up the so-called Sahyog portal to police officials around the country, requests under Section
79(3)(b) have been supercharged as a censorial rubber stamp that the IT Act simply does not give them.
The clear Supreme Court precedent outlining what “actual knowledge” of illegality online constitutes for
takedown orders has been reduced to a mockery. The Karnataka High Court has even brushed aside
binding Court precedent under Shreya Singhal vs Union of India, even as the government has not dared to
formalise the powers that it is exercising by passing a law in Parliament. Social media platforms have failed
miserably in acting as a check in this ongoing rampage for power over online speech and have instead
chosen the peace of mind that comes with automatically processing takedown notices. X continues to resist
the Sahyog portal, but faces pressure from proceedings in the Karnataka and Delhi High Courts. The
political elite must ponder the consequences of its campaign against online speech. Opposition-ruled States
have quickly leapt to leverage the Sahyog portal’s powers. A future government run by today’s Opposition
will likely play by the same sordid rules.
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IFAT Tod & W, FREET 3R 3T TAAT H 30ET 9 HT geaAr3it Fr
BIf@er as glar safav Ridees & Fife 33 O audae 3k ST
P ool & AR g1 a9 Y e Riar fr a1q I § T 397 e #r
%Iﬂ SIIETR geaU TH H soliEe 37Uar e Tfdhe gl T aog & & BT 2

Id feaw ool & Aas fagR 7 v IR &S sARA & wole & walt &

SAIEC gl I el HI 31T o9l T 3T Tolc 37 3T TUe H 3T a0

3R A A A S Tl S| sHh Uk T qa feeel & & Silgdqy &
e T F ST @ @ TE g9 67 o g S | 58 3R uwd e
& & fache SRIH # vk SgaAfSTen sART & A€ dfhe @ 3T A
S W7 A @l i ST dF T8 S, dAfehed S wole gl A A Wik @1 V| 3H ueA H Ig o WA 34w
f& amiraTaTe 1 3fFee@e fqermer 0@ qAicd 3ueolt & o g0 o1 7 a8 30T oY e Hre 91 il ¥
HcsU af shddl feeol 3R 39 3maurd &1 &1 WY geart 3w el & off ga 37 B § 3k S|eaR &
9IS wEr 3ryar R 3T fSoTell 3UaoT & WH-ERIET Ff @ifchd fohaT ST T@T g 39HT Aded & foh 379aT
TgT fastel suaelt & fAATor & aquraar Fatl A S 3T g W g W oerr § R T & Ave #
I $T Sl & g W@ &1 S o g1, 31 [Aus-depel 1 T oRg § AT H ol A AT § S Fg
gaftad axa § & oo suaelt @ fwfor uifa o & faw @ 8l

mﬁé@rﬁmmﬁaﬁa?EWﬁ@rﬂwqm?Hld*?ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ@lﬁﬁ%?ﬁ?ﬂ%é‘aﬁﬁ
7T & 6 U/ 3USRON FT AATUT aer aTell HUAAT 3eTehT TS &7 Xl §1 s &of & 3caral & AT
SYNFAIHT & HY AT STl aTell Tl & 8| $$ aR dl TE Bl SAleToldl ATfd giel g1 IUadiglel 3cdral &
AT IS 75 Faear a8 ¥ IfF 3@ wAEAr & gAS F@ fRar o uar @1 §, safav aA gof & 3cumar
ol FoTeT 3R fdeheTr S 1 gTelifeh TUTHA &S dR g Yoh ¢ foh SCATALT T 301 Scdrel i Ioreaar &
PSS FASAIAT 8T FLAT AIRT, Fifeh T ARSI dOR H T BT BIS Tl ¢, S 3eTh 3cUIG, TARATHIT
giaY, olfhel QAT ofeTcll § T 3Tehl a1l 1 o g 3T o181 U5 @1 ¢l W # HRA Aldsh sgU H1 3K
31T TSTITdT U TAfhIAT T IRTT AT G| ST dh UAT gl 8Idl, dd s adl ol foasTell 3YHIUN Sl
39ART A A faReFd FraurEr ska=r gefl
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ARTRSAT T FHTAT doId Sifed IH
3. 99 FAR faad), (AWF ATy F ITT TR G Adoic F NFE ¢ )

33 & FER el I gear Fad Te Gafeld T &of el SR oTal, dfed TJg ARCT TAAfAw 3R
dfehaT cTTEAT FT Toh FET YgU Al 1 Teh IHMGarl AP 0= HT 6T o doh WA F ST 19,300 T
ﬁwa:ﬁvsamﬁmrg}rrﬁ:agww hepTel éch{éfiﬁqgu 7| S AT R A el T F 7Y
JHTOTTS 3R Ff SRR § 3 e&didel 3aedsh &, Siafeh IReiT T 3RT a7 & 38 aR-ar dterar
IRT| greriteh Bfoee Af3ar W e & a9 YA & §EdalT A 3o 3ol UMY ¢ &F I8, W a1 J@r
TET WA gIdT| Ig Ul SHTT s diseres §, Fife IRT o oo T e & FdT §daer $r a3r
3T g & &1 TUHEAl STof-8e IStell & dgd ST deb T Tl S T g1 S T3 Tl
Afgem3it, Ireior gRERT 3R FASGR g9t ¥ &1 5Tr 7T § & ST 319 Faer g, Aaereel Tef 3w R_fea
St &1 glaur =gl W@, diosh IR, Holgy, fohar, anfeardy, Afger iR @arfsd & & AeReE & Sfiaed d
A 3 1S &, olfehel TET 3T 31 & Teh oAU U & HH @ST il § [ @iar el df 34T &
IRT, R G T SR AT T T T g3

3N i gear Jardr § & AT AT T 3FTST TUT Shdel deh WIAT o1gT, STedh STehdT a1 alell A1eu|
grefifer et ATl &1 39er #gca &1 Hd STARRA & @ & 4 foreh o safda & 761 fear s whdn
IETIST JehedT, AEAdeh 3AUTHPRT hl UgdTld deb I ATTST & TIder I 1T HTaTF &, Afched [HIH T
3689 FAT Bl ARV, AR &1 AT et w1611 s geam &, s a7gh| ufshar Aefede <, s w1
IREBS o o 7T FTAGAT & aral & Auee # W RN TFIEEY T W AR G327 §, ofeer awen
u‘s’%ﬁ:ﬁaﬁaﬁrﬁaﬁ%ﬂamamwwaﬁ@?ﬁl U H dh FHAANT ATEH P BIH, 7,
godese N FECAT FW & S5 & &, Afehed TAT ARG H S emar & anie & fow qu ffwed g
98l AT Jaereh, 9o A=, Torad @fRig, geanll, dgdieer AR gfod, el fAee aeTe & fav s &1 =g
g ST &1 I 39 dgY W HAGT =18l &, adl ARIRS & [oIT Sllhdd HIITST P &I e AT gl

3MTsT #RA f3fSeel 3aTare, W3S, 3MUR 3R STof-0eT & ATeIH A fachg FAMENT 1 gfaar & 3eeRor &
AT &, oAfchel Feehich R FNSAT UA-3TT TR AR HT FHEAT §oT 61 Hlchi| ATl GO&T o gl §
9 FrS AR, nfeard, fawar, gopt ar e cafed dF & FERX W @r g § I’ goar § F 3w
A FAT FIAT &2 FOTCH FT deeld H YBATT T A gl MU FIH g, Hd TIATURS & BIC &ral &
T v TXer grar ufshar SIS S arfeu| Ife @rd J U v g I & &A gL a AH IAd, AT
ToEd AR, TR e ggatel, IRAR IS, Hcg T TUET e 3R e TRl & MUR W) qIiHis
arar TR foham SiTer =ifgu| a8t i & Al & & faeda S 3maedsh glell =ifgu| gY s amar & Jd
gIaT HEIdT 3%k AT HA-H-FHA Th gRAIfad 3JfReRr g, s 9T &l Roteey alies 8 aarv f& sia-ar
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B AT 8, Heg FHACTYT gl ¥ Solal, Hlofell SRIMABRT FATUGT I SR e g, AMAA o gl Tl
H Far e § AR grar fFae ffe & Ageam d& 3R T g & g v fres aRfheesT werwre
i gl =nfgel Ifg A5 Te, AT AT qIEY & & AERS Hd WIAURS HT arar ol 3ar § iR
eEdrast 3R g, 9 38 Ay o A, ik IHRT AT T FA HY| JHIOT 6RT H T haol
TSt @ 6T, G & $ff glaT &1 T, a1S Hedd, MTe0T HRishdll, ST AfdehT, AMH AR da T |l
TAT aEafdsar ¥ IRRT 8T &1 ew I s8¢ SFery 3R Saeedr & ary sig, aF It & greR-
CFR sTel HCheAT US|

g% 3elldl Hcg JAOMYT HT Ffhar H I3 AR FAIGCY T1d1 Sl Arige| A o Isa fadg
QIERCT A 7 GEA 8 AT S TRV| 3T HAST Seh Wi Gl &, oAfehet fohcdel @rait & A= Tgr
&I A &t €, Tg 997 U &1 JAcalrs f3uifore & GaTar & 7eiRar & o gl IRAT Sof F gt aig
T 0 @Al H U3 § O W F A grar A8 fRar 1 el a1 3weiRca o O gler wiiRul @y &
Harer faer cgaear oY gl =miew, dfeh S fohell eafFd dhr Fcg &), dr aRar Y o, ST, 91T, TR0, 3R,
HH R 3N FraATfores GRaT A3l & AT Ier@r-3reler gl # & Sl ug|

Q
0 m‘

= Date: 04-05-26

Ied & €T

HUTGhIT

iR TR & du¥ & 3ue qgecliy dRah dohe & A9 & F avg Ud qaT H (Newd) HIE A @
eIy 3rfegaedr #1 a1l & TATC W & AT ARTT T § HIel TaleT | SHY AIHRT Y S AT
forerl 3k fashra & SISt Afoarat & fAeor & of e glell| ST §RehR & 9T GTed Gl &1 Jraete giel
g, dl ARTRET & fAT Ferd Graumsd & Foiol A1 fAEAR 1 A3 H FTHT W 3ARA # 34 arend
Wﬁraﬁr%‘lsﬂnﬂé’rmﬁsﬂtﬁwaﬁragﬁra%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁswaﬂquuaf’rscwsamgm%mw
A Ud JaB3i T @I R W@ &1 TWAR & TR R 38 el F oo a¥ o) fhe v svadr gurt @
SiShT @1 ST ¥6T &1 IR SHHT Ush Uge] Ig o ¢ o o GURT & =many aef & S 3T el &l Toh
R®b Tgd S AT &, dfehed q@ll TR 3oTht ARSIl T £

THR & 3R A YA T ST 3Hiehst & AT, i 38T 7 G 1 SITEET HIE gl 2.43 ol ais
TUT & R&s TR W qg?r IAT &1 ST UgS SNUTET &l Tdahliele 3Td A 3T, 2025 F 2.23 G a5
TAT & 3T T ATl $H IR Be] Ael-&oT ¥ Hehel ToTed 4.3 HIAG TG 1.85 ol IS YT & 38 e,
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Stafeh 3MATd A SvHdy qaUg 25.8 e i gefdr & Ay 57,580 F T quu IAT| 3HH TISC g b
mﬁ@ﬁ%@ﬁﬁmgm%,ﬁ%%ﬁm%@ﬂumm UTCd el & T WX dl 3calgolelsh
8 HhdT &, dfdhel HATAINRAT & AR W Fg U F FAAR Y&T 1 g2l FISHS A & We] Aef-aof iR
3T MR IS & e FeT HA AT [reedichel T ST HT AR FART FAl &1 W 7 574 8
fo Ao 3o ST8AT AT 1 ARGH YRS Y@ H FETal & HJ&T AT Il & ST TR W TAH
[Eaule Iy

BT ofef-geT & Al W TS FAE AT A1 H A0, A AR 2025 F 9 §C SACHT FURT & dgd HI
375 T3 W A &l A A 7S A AR IR AT 1 e o= vd ore Frag f & AT @ s
df| THR 7 grar § 6 g7 GURT o7 Fohde &3l 1 HIAdl A HAr AT, @IT Fer IR R & Ay
o TIEAR &1 §1 HIN THR & 38 HeA T TE3NT I HIHAT HA Bl Ao 61 37 WFF ¢ AR B HRE
o 38 B A IR WA SAET AT § &1 TH WAL H Fel HRUT FHed Aol Td Jarsil da7 IR Aol
Fr w A F T FT JAA IR gl TG Fs WE & Hd AT Hl N0 HT 37oRg HrEe Hr Aoft & @
T &, Tl 3T RIR AT W 9T v X FUiRa g1 genfs, 3falRed & & R @ aog o &1
JIaeTeT g, dAfehel ST ghiehd I8 & & ol 3R Sifee wrersl F1ias & FROT sHF ASAT o S &1 ST
38T A AT H A9 W o usar g1 I T & T Uorwd ST e F dia #A F gomel &1 Ageaqor
IARTETT §, Afhed I§ STl 3 PR FT FIH § & TAS & AT vd 7T g7 W T F1 faRkaa gt o
as|
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3941 T U Fad ot
s s

URAR HATST H o131 NN HT IRAR &Y wfia AT ST @7 &1 ALy
T I ARG FATST A o Ig UROT W & T 50 o) & ag-gopet v
g , 3mefiaie e &, 98T A WAGTY AR GeleTell T I g gl FIR
-n Rioet 75 a9t ¥ 38 A 7 P B B o B Rufy #1 A
— FT U5 T@T §, 3§ @R A WA G erar fF e o ey v
e ; eI T AT &1 Go[eT HATAT-TT Y 37hell BN ST AT T 378 Jeur

IMHA A Bl & AT AT FX Sl T @ I I Tl ¢ 0F

# garad § & 7 3 & ET H ATG-NAr sad g4 HT dTdded-
qINOT 3R FATSINROT el oo & WAT @ 91T 8, Fifeh 5T I g &1 ofid § of oo 3o¢ gl qHST
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38T ey 9T &1 UIT oFTaT & TR S=al T U ARG ¥ $ad FUN AT BT &, 3T TR AT
3mefidie 8T 58 37 H I 3% P FT 81 3T Thd, SHAU 358 &TRY W Uhel &AT ST 2

o9t & fIT &I Fel aTell Teh IN-EXHRT HEAT I FAGTOT TUC & IHTER, U H oo HAfgensi & A1y
gedagR & AT # ST 49 hrie T3t # 3o d9¢ & AT gd 81 b §IG geddgR el drell 7 g
3ﬂTa§¢3ﬂ?ﬁ%| oIl T TaEey Gl AT 1 3 AR 3¢ AT W U9 Gh #eled of S qAd
e Sl WA of 3ol aFdda A §AR AATSS 3 AT Fedl & RA T 1 qafer §1 $Ra &
I H A Uh oIl I GedaeR HT WIHAT il ISal gl Jar diér Tg T el & fob o ¢ gher 3R
3Tht A5 WEr o 3ot WY S TRE P cYAGR A Heholl ¢l SATAU aRss AEIRGT S e AR 3o
3T WIS T HGTAT A AT HERIA I NIRRT fohar ST =gy

Wﬁgﬂﬁ?@@rWHCdldﬁaﬁqudeddlldl AR o glel A oIt AT T S@ere aARad
mﬁ%ﬁvwmmwmﬂﬁmglmmmaﬂéwﬁmmwmmm
FI ACEN AT &, dl 3oIch ATRAS dded H 10-15 G IT gH §oR TAT HI Feldl HT WY ATAr- Tar &
G # AT & SwEl| S8 WIHR HT Teh UGAT HSH gl ST Hehell &, [oIhl HET 3682 opent &l e
LT 3R FFASTIS Siae &1 g1 I8 gd sy 3R sl syt qur sevfafaey, s @ qa e
T G o] R 3PN HIg HHAT HIA ool ATAT-TIAT T ST, gar A1 3/ SWHTT Feled gl HIam g, ar
sq% TIU ST woldel & urH RASIT gof e gell, fods dig S X 3% dded & FHeldr sl STuaf|

er X F fRU 91T Toh HALTOT & Hclliaeh, SIT$eT 51.67 Hide ol & eX & 3R 38.33 Hrae & qAST H
AlfG® ®7 A GeddgR Foll USal g1 Sidich 40 BrEe ol G &I 3MMh &9 & FIAT AGHH w61 Al |
o7 T 3MThST T AT A F Ig TISC BT & 6 37 geansdt & fv §gd ga I INGRT Hir Tl
fFAeR & 9RAT TS A ATd-Rdar 39el @l SiAr go s<al & dree-avor 3R 3o #fasy dara 7
o9 & €, 39 3FHG & Ay % g1 A 9 3T WERT deidl| HIR S AFCH A @ el § T o9 qed
e HAG oETd g, a I YA ATH-FAAT T 3ol BISH U, T AT AT § TEX A HOA 78 gfavar
AT o g1 T et g R 3 fr i & fov aRaR #1 Ades afad 9ol 3R 3% STat as @ifAa @
AT §l 3o YA AT-TUAT A7 H1S- ST & ARG PIS TIPR oTal gidl, I1 R T J1ffs TaT A 39
S PTG EIT AT A &1 3T & e a7 & A9 F1 Fged msiT FaAd & I &l

SeEl @l 39 AT @ Shdel el 3N YT AT BT &, Solehl S@Tel &1 SFACRT T d ST A &,
FIfF 30T AT & & Aa-far o 39 T St off a7 §, 98 39T B AT| AIR §Tdi H IJg HSTAT
g & qord & AT-TAT &1 TFAT 3R 3T ST FFAeRY §, wgdre g1 3¢ Redl 3R samr &
3R YT T TRY, Red =R IR G AT W ek gl € 3R saur omer R 3menmie gl 81 S8 7S
o Redl & UE & Aol gF Y T, a9 @ Feel H SR HAGR gier S W E1 olleT Teh-gEl & gl Sl
o 8, hdel 3561 W IS FAIU (W AT T HAGHH @ ST §, S 3 &7 § q9e+ g1 3R S Fard
f@etr giar g1l Jg fafT fasesm & & 3ne & gar |erer Aifsar w @08 g@eer 3R awEdl | a7d g,
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Sw¢ q@e T oferer § T @ Redl & #Hgca & M @ A ¢, Afhed aecdd A 3o7eh I HGA Folar
N F T gAT & A& @ar 3 T & F 3R SEHT T [y wa & I Redt F ufy gEAe ik
HIaAe 39 [t Bfoee gfaar & fewe o & @A & 3a & 3ifde us/a & 59 #s7 &1 7 3R W]
alar A g Pt §, 08 # 3¢ 39 gTdl & R T GO SISl H9eThdl gl &, Oy &7 &
HTGATHS HER &1 ST gidl &

HIR 3TST & IYHIFAERT AT H He, HGA, Yfdaeydl IR N1 S H1d 319 e HIET & I &
Sofh T W iR aEq3i #1 fe@rar gar N o ST gl g7 T g R aRaR & g 3R 3R
AT 6T 3e¢ HIs [IAT AT giar g1 ATT-Tar & gufa ar @ s=ai & arfgr, W) 378 39« a1 @
HR AT TSFACRY 36T I T 3761 SIS H TGl Al 8 W H g Halel Aged Ul § foh a1 aRar
3R faamg SHel gAl Ao |EATe 3t g6 Rufa F 9ga 915 € 6 3o el & g&aaly & fer dgferd
6T T@T ST Fehal ? Teh 3N 9aT W 8T &l &g v Sl & S &1 & 30 ORE & Feer § A
oAt @l 3T FRET ar Jeled & S Fehcll &, TEd SoTehl HAHT a3 S #Hiet, 3TN iR Eot
1 3T cgarar dr AR g Swel, HIR FA7 3¢ deell § A cHS Heol, R R @eTer T TRE
§r el 2 Shaa S & fow U, FUar AR 3T & Y- Y AcA-GFART J2AT AT 8 3T &r
SR BT &1 I8 U vET AT §, 99 W PR & Jda JATT & g¢ 997 Fl Aot A 1 ST B
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