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Differences with Saudi Arabia and Iran’s attacks led to the UAE’s exit from OPEC
Editorial

The UAE has withdrawn from the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), a cartel that
it joined in 1967, and OPEC+. It was OPEC’s fourth-largest producer (3.12 million barrels per day) and its
third-largest exporter (2.88 mbd) in 2025, behind Saudi Arabia and Iraq. The Emiratis clearly sought to
free themselves of production constraints set largely by the cartel’s dominant producer, Saudi Arabia. With
significant spare capacity, the Emiratis believe that they are better off with the autonomy to ramp up
exports, a capability now constrained by the de facto closure of the Strait of Hormuz, the largest disruption
to oil supply in history, following U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran. Brent crude prices barely budged on the
announcement, revealing how heavily the Strait crisis weighs on the market. But once the UAE weathers
this crisis, whether through the Strait’s reopening, or by routing more crude through a pipeline bypassing
Hormuz, analysts estimate that it could lift production by roughly a million barrels a day. While Saudi
Arabia, OPEC’s bellwether, has remained chary of over-supply and sought to keep prices high, the UAE has
long pushed for higher production for revenues that it intends to funnel into Al infrastructure and other
diversification projects.

Unsaid in the UAE’s move is also its frustration with what it sees as a lack of cartel-wide coordination in
responding to Iran’s missile and drone attacks on Gulf oil and military facilities; Iran is also an OPEC
member. The Emiratis have also differed sharply with the Saudis on external interventions: in Yemen and
Sudan. The UAE also seeks closer ties with Israel than most Gulf states, which remain uncomfortable with
any thaw given Israel’s genocidal actions in Gaza and its attacks on Iran and Lebanon. The U.S., a non-OPEC
member, and the world’s largest oil producer at 13.6 mbd, has long viewed the cartel’s price-setting
unfavourably, and President Donald Trump has repeatedly pressed it to pump more. The UAE perhaps
calculates that aligning with Washington will yield benefits for its production and pipeline ambitions,
though Mr. Trump’s transactional and mercurial foreign policy offers little guarantee. The UAE’s exit also
reflects a structural issue: OPEC’s share of global crude dropped to 36.7% in 2025, and with Hormuz shut,
pricing power has shifted to American producers in the short term. OPEC will continue, but with a reduced
ability to set prices. For net oil-importing countries such as India, however, the immediate threat is not the
cartel’s unravelling but the “double blockade” in the Strait of Hormuz and the fragile Iran-U.S. ceasefire.
Unless a new geopolitical détente emerges between Iran and the Gulf states, volatility will persist,
threatening energy security regardless of what unfolds within OPEC.
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Embers in the air

Seasonal fires need long-term management, not just preparedness
Editorial

The Nilgiris district in Tamil Nadu and the adjoining forest divisions of Mudumalai, Coimbatore and Erode
have been dealing with wildfires that escalated to being a crisis requiring the assistance of the Indian Air
Force. Even so, the intense fires are not anomalous, but an acute manifestation of a seasonal event. Parsons
Valley and Pykara in the Nilgiris have been worst-hit while significant blazes were also reported from the
Singara and Masinagudi ranges. One major blaze broke out in Wenlock Downs and spread rapidly. February
to May is fire season in this region, and in April, officials said that high heat and strong winds created a
“conducive environment”; the wind, in particular, carried embers over pre-existing firelines and partly
explains why this season has been a breakout. Some fires also burnt hotter and for longer in Pykara because
of the accumulated biomass and invasive undergrowth, and took longer to be doused. The Nilgiris feature
steep terrains and limited road access, slowing the movement of crew and equipment to particular spots.
This said, most fires also have a human hand. Tribespeople gather wood in the area to make brooms — an
activity closely monitored by officials — and herders have also been known to burn dry grassland, forcing
grasses to regrow and become fodder. The latter together with discarded smoking paraphernalia are
known accidental causes. This year, one blaze entered the Coimbatore division after Kerala forest staff
began a controlled burn allegedly without coordinating this with Tamil Nadu. Some officials also expressed
suspicion that miscreants deliberately set fires in the Reserve, allegedly over the Forest Department’s
failure to address tiger-related deaths meaningfully, but local communities are usually the first-responders
to these fires.

While none of these causes is new, their confluence this year with the hot summer is likely to have stoked
the intense fires. Indeed, climate variability — rather than climate change alone — is also raising the
baseline risk. Keeping other causes fixed, a hotter, drier summer automatically leads to fires that threaten
the best-laid plans more. Even this year, authorities had begun planning in March, setting up control rooms
and firelines, ensuring animals’ access to water outside human-settled areas, clearing weeds, and mounting
awareness campaigns. However, many activities that add to the fire risk remain tied to peoples’ livelihoods
and traditional practices, so they cannot be eliminated without suitable alternatives. Taken together,
managing the region’s seasonal fires is becoming less about what can be planned for in the short term and
more about what can be factored in over the long term.
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Should the PIL jurisdiction be reconsidered?

There have been instances where courts have had to respond to executive inaction.
This then raises a recurring question: do they possess the institutional competence to
navigate such issues?

TALHA ABDUL RAHMAN

Anuj Bhuwania, [ Professor of law and author of "Courting the People: Public Interest Litigation in
Post-Emergency India’' | & Talha Abdul Rahman, [ Advocate based in Delhi |

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) emerged in the 1970s as a transformative judicial innovation aimed at
widening access to justice for the poor and the marginalised. This was achieved by relaxing the strict rules
of standing to permit representative actions, and by broadening the scope of judicial notice to allow courts
to take suo motu cognisance of public issues and convert them into litigation. Over time, however, concerns
have been raised about the misuse of this jurisdiction. More recently, during the ongoing proceedings in
the Sabarimala reference case, the Union government has urged the Supreme Court to reconsider the PIL
framework altogether, citing the rise of "agenda-driven litigation." Should the PIL jurisdiction be
reconsidered? Anuj Bhuwania and Talha Abdul Rahman discuss the question in a conversation moderated
by Aaratrika Bhaumik.

Where should courts draw the line on who can file PILS?

Anuj Bhuwania: The evolution of PIL can be traced to the Supreme Court decisions of the late 1970s, such
as Hussainara Khatoon & Ors. vs. Home Secretary, State of Bihar (1979), which marked a departure from
the traditional doctrine of locus standi, under which only an aggrieved party could approach the court,
towards permitting representative standing. This enabled third parties to institute proceedings on behalf
of marginalised groups unable to access justice due to systemic barriers. Over time, however, there has
been a discernible shift towards a broader model of citizen standing, where individuals approach the court
not as representatives of affected groups but in their own capacity as members of the citizenry. This
transition has led courts to engage with issues in an open-ended and, at times, indeterminate manner. In
my view, the court's jurisdiction ought, as far as possible, to be invoked by those who are directly affected
or, at the very least, by those with a clear interest in the matter.

Talha Abdul Rahman: I do not believe that the rules of locus standi should be reverted to their earlier,
restrictive form. The structural barriers that justified its relaxation decades ago remain largely intact, and
courts continue to be inaccessible to the poor and marginalised. For instance, individuals whose homes are
demolished by the state as a purported punitive measure may often lack the means or capacity to seek
judicial redress. In such circumstances, if third parties step forward to challenge these demolitions on the
ground that due process has not been followed, they ought to be accorded standing. This is not merely a
representative action, but an assertion of a constitutional guarantee - that the rule of law must be upheld
in its full measure, even where the harm is not personally suffered.

PILs often involve complex, polycentric disputes. Do they risk judicial overreach and the exclusion
of key stakeholders?
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Talha Abdul Rahman: The concern is valid. There have been instances where courts, while hearing such
matters, have had to respond to executive inaction. This then raises a recurring question: do they possess
the institutional competence to navigate such issues? In my view, they do, particularly when assisted by
able counsel and robust adversarial presentation. At the same time, courts have also consciously refrained
from encroaching upon the domains reserved for the executive or the legislature. For instance, on April 29,
the Supreme Court declined to direct the enactment of specific laws on hate speech, instead leaving any
legislative redress to the appropriate authorities. This reflects an important reality - there are limits to
what the courts can do.

Anuj Bhuwania: In the past, there have been several instances where courts, while hearing PILs, have
proceeded without hearing those directly affected. This was particularly evident in a series of cases before
the Delhi High Court in the mid-2000s concerning slum evictions, where PILs filed by resident welfare
associations sought the removal of slums, but the slum dwellers themselves were not impleaded as parties.
Similarly, the Supreme Court's handling of pollution-related litigation over the past four decades, much of
it arising from PILs filed by environmentalist M.C. Mehta, highlights the limits of judicial intervention in
addressing problems of such scale and complexity.

How can courts address the rise of ambush PILS' filed to preclude genuine claims?

Anuj Bhuwania: Increasingly, there have been instances of litigants rushing to court with poorly drafted
petitions, often with the intention of securing an early dismissal and thereby precluding genuine litigants
from approaching the court. These petitions are frequently driven by partisan motives. This is deeply
concerning, as it risks prompting courts to deal with such matters in a cursory manner, without fully
engaging with the complexities they warrant. In my view, this is not merely an issue of abuse of jurisdiction,
but a problem rooted in the very nature of PIL itself.

Talha Abdul Rahman: It is often difficult to distinguish an 'ambush PIL' from one that raises genuine
grievances. Yet, their proliferation has fostered an environment of suspicion, with courts increasingly
questioning the bona fides of petitioners. While this may not fully address systemic concerns, there are
procedural safeguards. The Supreme Court Rules, 2013, require that a writ petition contain a specific
pleading identifying the fundamental rights alleged to have been violated. In the absence of such a
disclosure, the Registry may decline to list the petition. Courts have also imposed costs to deter such filings.

Have courts ensured meaningful compliance with the directives issued in PILS?

Talha Abdul Rahman: Ensuring compliance with the directives in PILs often depends on the Bench. Where
a judge is inclined to see a matter through, the case is kept pending, interim directions are issued, and
compliance is periodically monitored. However, there has been a growing tendency in the Supreme Court
to step back once a final judgment is delivered, leaving enforcement to the High Courts and trial courts.
This is where gaps begin to emerge. In my view, the Supreme Court ought to retain some degree of
oversight post-judgment, including initiating contempt proceedings for non-compliance.

Anuj Bhuwania: There are clear violations of several important directives issued by the Supreme Court in
PILs, often without any recourse to contempt proceedings. This tends to create a culture of impunity,
allowing authorities to disregard court orders with little consequence. That said, the problem is more
endemic and not confined to the PIL jurisdiction.
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Should guidelines be laid down on the role of the amicus curiae (a lawyer appointed to assist the
court)?

Anuj Bhuwania: The role accorded to an amicus in PIL proceedings raises several concerns. In dealing
with complex cases, courts have, at times, expanded the role of the amicus to an extent that risks diluting
basic procedural safeguards, particularly the right of affected parties to be heard. For instance, in T.N.
Godavarman Thirumulpad vs Union of India, which originated as a PIL to protect forest areas in the Nilgiris
and Kerala, the amicus, at various stages, was filing applications for directions and had effectively stepped
into the role of the petitioner's counsel. The issuance of guidelines in this regard would be a welcome step.

Talha Abdul Rahman: Typically, courts appoint lawyers of a certain competence and integrity as amici,
with the expectation that they will assist the court in navigating the pleadings and arguments in a case.
However, the role of the amicus is not uniform and can vary across jurisdictions. In my view, an amicus
should refrain from taking sides and instead assist the court by fairly presenting the arguments on all sides.
Given how fluid the role is, clearer guidelines are needed.

What reforms are needed to strengthen the PIL jurisdiction?

Talha Abdul Rahman: One requirement for entertaining a PIL should be that it is well-researched and
confined to challenging enacted laws or executive action or inaction, rather than inviting the court to make
policy choices. For instance, a petitioner should not approach the court seeking the enactment of a Uniform
Civil Code.

Anuj Bhuwania: We need to return to the fundamental idea that PILs are an extrapolation of the principle

underlying habeas corpus-that parties who cannot, for unavoidable reasons, appear before the court are
represented by someone else. Only then will PILs retain their legitimacy.
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(3MTYer AT &oT Aol HEATT) { ST ST 1 AT Fehall, ot T g7 & a1fAar hr o gram|

goT Tl o fIT T 1A AT &, Fhifeh TgT o1 TAH 3eTehl IFHBIST HI felohel HIGIST Aol Fehell 8, dioh
3e¢ T9gR &1 SToaifegshr @1 oy o fAel Tehall| Acieic, HGRISE, NI, Theilceh, [Geall, ANUsT 37fe Sellent
# 59 T &1 AaE@s ARl &, 397 [9gR 8 YAR & Thal &1 309 TJgi T HH FT ToTA $S ga dh
¥ GohdT gl

UHT S & A Tl # fhar S @ifgw| grefifer, 38 A1y atfaar off e &€t §1 S9- a0 39-a09R ar
AEY T A FEH TS qrer ATl § fA TG Fe A ey gishAr ar FE § 6 3@ wesnfAar & 3R
W IHAH fear SU| gAY FrEl F AR wR & de g HEaTAGT F GhE-srt 7 AEier e
SITT &, T 3T STl oTeT TATAT 1 Teh- c¥aAT TR I T $RIAT Haledl &idl g, 3N gaxT- {f& 3rfeargor
& gl aTell 3EdY &H g SIdr gl
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f9ER 38 g T FEHAAr A W Hged & T Bl S 11 3U0RT # gAardr eat & e & ag 55
fcere faefad (i@ o-Tarf@at ot aroq X &) Suel| of-Eaiaal ol ey & UIR-glosy Felel T Brar o
fAeT| IiRdee § & IoRid, #gRISe # Ig AT Thorargdes o] T ST el & I, A1wsT 3N 74 Heg
A ol g7 IT-TIR STl AT AT & o1 S b §1 3 T FHY ORI, AICST 3R A & 3feqerat 4
ot d@ ol =1fee, aifeh AT &1 doft & 3He]dTel=T &l

$EH eRI g 6 gl & gaad faem iR e afafafedt & @v et & o @ e @
37VTTEAT H JHRIcHT Feolld 3Tl &1 S8 VSR & T §ad &1 37T, Fis T IR 379a-31T9 AT
SeT AET FRT, I8 U SI9d ARl ST ISaT § gTeceh AR A IS 3T TR g €, T dertea
&7 H USSR dr dedr & g, ITfSd 8 H 8 d@-dig & FIADIST FI AEAR gar g1 AT SAar g &k
Afa#-Fg F1 v FATRT WeT T T 36 JEHAT & v T Yer wear g1 [/fFaEmwr &3 & 99 wfaera
aﬁa:am‘?ﬂ%—cra%?r#m%l%Wmmﬁﬂwﬁmmaﬁaﬁmﬂq@m%ﬁmw
ST 3METET & AN AT 37 4l g

AT R F T AS IcA-Q@en3t Hr 7 &3 gl g1 SHA-oR X faeptad gl W@ 8, 37 @ansdt A
AMTAS AT HETAT 7 o fIh gIar ol &1 38 o oI MU & AR & A e YT gl &1 i
Ucolrse AU & qHA § HiSEl 93 AU W IHEET 3 FAAT 1 ST FA Gl §, TATAT FeT IT-TIRI
TIHRT T ARRD, At & HblG AT ST g1 7T A AT 3Y-AIRT & TIT STeT-HHATLA hl ST Teh &7
uge] &1 fonell off TR T ST @ Tgel sHT T fohar Sire & T a8t giardr glaensit i sucrestar 7 e
e T ARl 3 Fhl 81 37 @I HAT & AT AT ToIE a8 S0l 8, S Awsy a1 7 Fqas H gAa
W §1 TE 39 U & T AR T 37197 gla FHIH Al g1 gTelifeh, 9 & 3T aFd 3 W 348
geera forar Srar § a1 i T e 7 G|

T §1d 3R | 30 TRE & 39-7AIR 3T HheTedl & AT FATC JATd ¢ b 3T 39-7A9R & IR 1 W -1
H 15 Bste O 310 1 gFa A8 o9 AT, S8 IaeEY & S8 U 3Uey U Jd § 3R gt
T AT AR & ITET fhar ST &1 5T Fo o % Igi ‘AT ey gl g, afesh S5k oras]
arell g glaurw o farfad gl €1 59 ol g deumrd @ & g@arR gord g

STEY 8, 83 U AU A T 3T FCd T gl 59 §H 3o Fdfed & o 9= Foha 8, S Hisfar e #
gerd-Saed @ ST §1 e AUST & 38 JareT Al I FAT Aol A, [SeTehl Sttt # ven forTomed
HISE & gL Gl Al H TR F AlT g7 7152 a1 Y, ool & Aol soiteh & 38 yarhy #oiey &1 Al &
e &7 & of, [ gor Aetglel # TR ST el 3157 T TG UM AT & GROTH | Felrse An
7 o7 I IS AFATT H FIe T

11



&
www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-May-26)

Date: 01-05-26

el e 9 FAER S w1 R i
gt g arell, (FEge, swEs )

3o, ARA & sfaer & 17 379, 2026 Fr ARG TaoT 7eRT & @Y Seir o, Fifr 39 A g7 ARy oafed
deof JfRfae & guiual & ATd § Uh LA’ aRaded & @ell ada o7 @ A Ig Th Jeieh
AT ¥ A AR T FITT Seola arem Agl-Hhod AT, W Wit &7 AW § 5 AR AUAFAHIOT FT1 Tg
MBS gEarag HEg 3R 3T FeAfaat T FhoT Toeifad & Toa 3BT TadT & 3079 & g A
AT

g fohrcell 937 fasee ¢ o Taist (e & |af@e 61.3 wfderd), agar (55.7 Frad)) 3R AfFasr (50 wfdaera)
S et o el Tae & Afgemsit @ 5o ufdera @ 3w i ameierdy & ¥, adt gART fauet et o 33 wiaea
& faaR & = g3 B vl ool W § 6 AT daw ot & ofg gord, 7 & wwe IR fuewsma
S Hleled qoﬂkil%%ﬁwﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬁmmaﬂtwﬁmﬁqﬁﬁ
AR ATFT FT 3UBH 33 & foIT 3197 Use doh T 99T foham|

TUTAHAT ag AGT AR AFAPIOT HI oIl fohdel Iy §, U e % 30 UFh a2 ¥ ol el
dIMeT & 3egial < & Fafed 9g & AU 3§ THeT &1 aludy {7 A Iofr, St |@iedt § A # gk |
T &1 I&Y 81, g AR & a¥ 2026-27 & doic & Afgemsit 3R srfomnt F Feamr & v 5.01 a@ &5
T9Y T Wl fhar 8, S ool a¥ & Jofell # oamster 12 YicRrd 3t g 3RS TR &1 SIS Fole
8 19,692 T TUA T &1 Tg TST & Fol Folc T I 18 T g

EANT SEeT-Sfedl S o Ve, ST Sfdera Id §U Al TAR o Tgell IR Qfedl 1 Gl 7 FArly it
feam, onfeh & agel 1 & & QY 7 Aqged o HY| IR Ry & Ty i &g A Aitear
oYl Sl afet & ardfemra Arar gt gferar dw g B o @€t @ fr AR\ dfFadt F Feea Rar g
& o 3R et 33T fRanh T Jeed dRaT f O seg aEaN €, O )l & afa 9d Y Fedr
gl

TUTAHAT TATE AISTaAT, GehedT AT ANSTAT, HeT Aotell AR Ioodell Aistall ST 3eieh AT & S hr
A3, dfedt & Sliaa-FeR # Seo@eg FuR g3 g1 Igl, 3IEs TR & ARG & Ts¥ F 30 gfard
&TST 3TRETOT T Pl FRET Ha™ YeleT fhar g, S & & AT T 7l g1 wier 7R7 Aretelr & ded §oa
Sfeat @I 51,000 T TUT HAFA Fg=Al 3cdd olell T HEIHA AfGell T TR HHE FAFATIROT Trofell
& SIRY 3eteh! 31T Fergar FAREd Hr gl
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AIETETE # UG &1 YUH AfGT TNCH Hiclsl ST ST QT ¢l Tererw H a@afa & dswer & asqfd
3OS & AI-INT Tob TEaTAT AT &, FHEHr Felerd AT FG2r Hi1 2 71, 65 §5/R & AfUF gt 7 Hael
39 IRAR &1 Tl Felt ¢, Sfosh TUENg degaedr 1 g o €1 eA THR HEIHAT SeIHATCT Frofe]
F Jadia Afer wgh ganr Pfa sead A o F w9 A T e W e ¢ W@ ¥ AeeEd
AGTIEHT fohe AT & SIRY §H 9ET & ofeH Hl Udh 3c0d H Feodh olfdleh FHSIAT T IRIT 3T §,
Fifh & 3TRIGS &1 A HI IV JST Folel FHI ThouseH gl

3Tt & ARY TACE @ FiAT 39 arell 3ie=Aquit 8t § 3N 713 rdfegaeyr = arelt 3eg# off| ang & fawrg
o GIhT Wiaal aTell TG & hY 2 o 8T ool I T HGL e arell Iseafd oeh, g3 {fHHT & ag
Aqgcd Y W &l T H, 98 GAW PR & A dicded A S =gt g1 ARGt & gh & foIv gART
FTI-et ST {691, ik Jeu AR & 38 Fel H1 §, 319 g a1 Giard grefr 3 arfFaemedr ofy
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