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Woods & shoulds

Forest fires are getting worse in India. It's time to get serious about decarbonisation

TOI Editorials
Sunday and Monday were infernally hot. Indian cities took the top
e 95 positions for day temperatures. And the hills promised no
-_--’f” e respite. They were hot, too, and burning. Reports of forest fires from

=)

Uttarakhand and Tamil Nadu made Page 1 yesterday. Nothing
unusual there - it's India’s annual 12-week wildfire season after all.
But satellite images showed 13,771 large fires across Indian forests
by Monday, which is more than the average for past 15 summers.
And it fits into a global trend of worsening wildfire seasons.

Across the world, forest fires are starting earlier and lasting longer,
for three main reasons. One, rising temperatures, especially at night; two, less rain; three, early melting of
snow. In India, the snow factor only applies to northern mountains, but the other two are experienced
everywhere. For example, while our attention is riveted to fires in scenic Kumaon and Nilgiris, Gujarat and
Bihar have had the most forest fires in the past four weeks.

Now, forest fires are “normal”. They occurred before humans - friction caused by wind in dry weather, and
lightning, caused massive fires. What's abnormal about today’s fires is the warmer climate we have created,
which makes starting and sustaining a fire easier. Studies show forest fires now burn twice as much tree
cover as they did 20 years ago. And they add even more carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, making Earth
toastier. While burning of fossil fuels releases 37bn tonnes of CO, annually, forest fires can add another
8bn tonnes, or 20% more. Plus, loss of trees reduces capacity to pull CO, out of the air. In 2024, the world
lost 13.5mn hectares of forest cover — more than the area of Greece.

Long story short, to save forests, the world needs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions fast. That means,
burning less fossil fuels. Easier said than done when temperatures and incomes are rising. ACs account for
about 7% of India’s power demand, when fewer than 10% of Indians use them. What will happen as AC
and car ownership shoot up in the world’s largest population? It depends on our will to decarbonise. On
Saturday, when India’s energy demand made a new record, solar energy met 22% of it. We have enough
installed capacity to raise this to 50% or even 60%. But the planet won’t cool in a day. We still have to fight
forest fires with planning, community-based forest management, and remote sensing. There’s no substitute
for boots on the ground.
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HIsq T &7 AT F1 R{FarR w3 o9l §

HUTEhIT

faare IMFAR 1 hear & raeh Qe T ¥ gfedar v dibrd g ot # 1.59.30 8¢ #H MRy H w3
42.195 TRt Y g1 gTfer Yl Wer AfRAT Hr T - 2/ v s H @Y A g9, S AT - &TADT Hr A IR
| AT FASH & fIU 50 RIS o1 JolellcHh TARANIT aalaT & & A1 gl o 3@y # 3@ oFal gl
A TT A F 3T & AFs 5.88 HeX 2l FafF 100 Hex Tvie & 319 dF F FEH d Urdh 38T Sloc
o gF BIE-AT g 10.438 WX i Aehs & 3 IFAR § G A A FEN @ H AR &Y 6 At
AR e &7 f&de & 3m @ SI1ET WY I8 AheIdT adiel & o AlTa HT digfes & 78 iR &fHAae
A AT &1 g wic afed w3 fagael o AT - AT & AT Ja=T a1 dAfhd W I¥ Fal A
RS gear adrar § & g7 A dsr S Fohclt 81 Fel 1961 F AT g0eieh o Sha-faeirer &1 a7ar faguid
Qﬁqﬁ?rwd\g@qdwlm%mﬁa%%ﬂﬁﬁéﬁﬁwaﬂm&maﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁl
Saf a1 & dAfAs o 9T [F Ag Sasd Fra JAf¥ead 125 a¥ 7 8 bl &1 FaR FT AT Teh TSASH
- TONAXE- YT FIAT § ST CEAI Y YoTsiiidd Il Bl &1 HIS Aloold e HAlId o Ueh foeT 310
el & AT A1 31 AT T@ed T &TACT EIAT F FIST Al I I |

Date: 29-04-26
AT FEafaat W aaH F AT FOR <3 a3 FAT A1
famer arear, (g FIE F Fh )
feoel 7 HSIRTE TAUSRY T 9 & ATY goeped 3R g1 &1 IR Sl HieTeligeT ATHT & oI HT gslg
b 701G T & ol & Sl H HH I-T AT| TFE 3R 558 & SlFedl & @R AfHT BH3ist 3 72 &
hiFsl I 3adTE, TR, LTSy, fefarh 3R gEl HRIY 96 ¢ ¢ 3ielonge ATHT H HGANT & ol &

T & fIU oel G §0e @ el &1 ATl 3Hh IR 1 7S @ A0 @g\7 o) g Afdher gora o
3feTeligeT S 3R HCeTol HT Hol WA g G| SEA S5 5 Ugel3il hl HASAT T ¢
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1. GiAETeT & Fiedl HTEEr & HTHR HeeadToll 3R ST & Aehel & el &ellel & T ey & I HTIRR
& 6 &1 g WPR o 3 2021 H ecl gedlc # FgT U7 & 38 aR H Fefed I & HFR T
THRT & G g1 AN, ATAATS, Helléeh, BDelEee 3R AU o $H Ao W oA H & [T Hefet
Tl BT ugel A M| TSI F Y AR Jasit w1 AfHT F Aol § S o & g9 IS Feq A
geoTd 3R TSaseY & 8 $g PR 3ol AfAT Frufadl & FRIGR & Fear ¢ Wy ol

2.2022 H TSSO T3S FI3AeT 3TH SBAT F 18 W FH 35 & dTdl & a9 H USABory IRy dr ot
Afehet AT ATAT A Tl & 44 & AT-&oT arel IFH § g Wel & IR H TISC YUl =gl ol 2023 H HHG
8 Ui SIS Sl & 3THR AR HETAAT Teal & ST S SAGHT YD SEAATS o6l Y Hehll | ifehe
3o¢ o] A & foIv A0 AT # HIS cgawdr 7@ g

3.32T 1 [ Sl & Aehel 3R TSET FI&T A deld & AT 2020 # Repeler 3R gael S 177 Dl veg
W §&ER o gfdey eemar a1l $37 S 7 Al AfFT vT & Fge @rdl @ #Ee 3ol @ degrar ¢ 3R
W%WW%WW-Fwwgmwlﬂﬁﬁﬂtﬁgmﬁraﬁr*qcmu IR rdsarg &
ST ST T gl AfHT Feufaai & 3MRs g7 W onH & fow 3 At # R &3 &1 wau AT gl

4. facelt @ watferd g W@ ATAT Heafaar TEl 1 IR-Feell PRIER Sl & WY 95 GAR W Fq Ol
F TG &l TSoT HAT W 58 FoIR HAUS FI ¥R IRT 3R 2.50 @ FUS Fr STTELT IR & AF 37eToldl
A offFad g1 diere MR Well & Qe FIfTeRior T FATCT T $-FAIEH A 315 A 7 AHT vow H
Sorar fer ST T@T &1 3o TaRYems Tt 3R gl SRRt T oAy IoTRY AT FEAldr TeT T AT
d Tdel FT Tcol I Thell g

5. TXHN & NI e H 3HleTollgel FedTl, ST, dfedl, hedr Ty, iy 3R T S #1871 W 6
AT T &1 T aram A7) aC FIaET & RId #@r Af@eT w ufasy & Ma-Aa 919 & 375 &1 FaraT Jg
g fr av fATaT & 3iaensa accareh 3R eafoler W gfaser oem § a1 71 3R 9faey 8T o df TR
AT & AIY AT Tl gl AT 76T FaAlehl 2 IR o0 § A Il Tnee & T & 3 fawy w &g
o fhg HAuTfle g & Flefel ST 2

fafer T &7 T o1 foh 39N T HiT g dr JiAfsaT off o= gt 3R Tell &l gfd R &t o9nd |
AT A R S-FEEH I 35 A Hell NTAIT 3 HCLATGN & Hol &l Fefsll Feral ¢t H Tl H HiasT
gid 9T o9 & TTY dcuardr T Hdld FHASAR 8 ohd! ol
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HAdid ¥ @ gefaar

HUTEhIT

HRA &1 A AR A &1 A0 R @ FJoled S g1 39 FedlE ~goilels & Y Fad AR THHS
(THET) TR FEABR [T 0| $6F ded, gl T ARAT T F 7goiels & TR H Yeh-AFd T
TR, 8T IR & T &1 T o371 oEar off @relm Siwem, oA $o AUt 1 a3 W Ageaqul Yoh
Feldr a1 faEaRa @ier o] g7l 308 wgaiiels & foav Ageaqul HN 3cuie S A5 &1 AF 3N Hdr Hol
enfAer g

HRA @ 38 TASIA & Yo Heldl dd {ET & 30 W SR fear § & do &at & qriaia w@r @ gl
glelifeh, ATEdideh 3Udle shael U &1 &, ToHH #ggilels 3caiter Jiaeqell g1 #Ra & SO & Toeiifas &9
¥ Tl & FIfR sHA FAS AN A HSNETHT 2 g8 & AR I FROT § F g & T AR
gAgidar 7 56 300 & ¥ WiAT Rar = gl

QU HY HT JolelT # Fgails Teh Bier 3R 3R TET AR his ¢, $HTAT a8 Wd FAST T Hhl
S AR & fAT Hord AR FHAST 1 37 F v g1 &1 3T F AT, 38 3Erel 15 a8 H AR
IICTGEAT H 20 3RT 3ok [AAA I HT areT HAT §1 Ig THT R AT 8T, Tg Teh 37T U gl 30T R
T dleT JUNY HeFd AR &1 (SUBRET) & SUi-A1d, aeorels, 3mgddls 3R foheeerss a1 fhar o, dfhet
a6 100 3R 3ol &M AT| HRA o IR A F sArdTRes SGRIFROT &l gET Tgel, AT ¢ 3 sdifaw 38
qmuﬁqguﬁﬁ@aﬁ’fwmﬁ?m%lmaﬁsaﬁa?ﬁﬁ%rﬁmmﬁ%%cmaﬁ
FaEry AR fAdeh-fgddr GURT I 3ET derd @ gl AT # a1 3R FLITYAT GUR T JqG
TITARAT glel i Tk faare faders & S[gr RIAW arer e I geft garg & &rer & srel|

58 TG & cafFddl HT HaeTE @ FT $o gaur o A € S 39eThd gelet §, W 3H HHY
SIS HE GO Mol & fd 3t @ed g W@ &1 wgoilels # 5,000 $RAT 9ART I Aef-aviy Hd WA
feT STE, faY U & Fareey dar iR Faer Wedfah S AET ate &4 A HRA o d AT I Argar @
¢ T varae wHsila <ave AR @Al w1 BT 81, Afhe grer & aAsilar A o faee 3R qud '@
& Y & FASA H 3H T H Tslelliden HAGIT & HROT TR AT GsT| TS § foh goiels # I8
Hﬁﬂsddlaaﬂqglﬂﬁ%aﬁmsﬁmﬂﬁﬁwmm,%@ﬂﬁwwmﬁ@ﬁaﬁ
FH dst ¥ Sgo Tohar Bl
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il ek T Yarfrliel TRIid I ASERT @Fsita (FAEdd) &1 qul #ee §1 58 ot & 12 668
35 & & TY HRA HFd AR THSAT X Gl 81 SH FEA T YT H, Ffl8T o TEAHA HIh el
A JMRAFIRE AT & A, FefleT & WY AT R & YE gS

¥ 38 W YATTEIR A1 Ageaqol § fob o @Eddr & geeaar & fav e &9 @ 3ndes Her
gAY 819l Ig U A AMR AT §, 3 Faeent 3R caaial & T s & T 1 ooy
T TGl M| g qoiHleT diRaeh A H g1 @ Tatil=ll & fT Sugerd f-otenicen R -3 glfsrar
off grefr| oa & Ui v |fed &3 ol 3R caraie Fogl & & Ao AR FAsd W FEAER Hle
# SedET eldel fe@mm g, 3R g #Ageaqol § 7 58 a1fd T §=v WM SMT| R &1 9= AT o
Y o A WA W AR AT TR, S 37 98 a3t & a1y dreded 7 781 |

Live
O
s ) .Ccom Date: 29-04-26
&l & foT Ja3a oer
HUTEhT

3RIRY ger A8 A gl & fAT @ @Hgt & N9 g REd oss A
e § Jfae de & AT gEe O § &, g & 3mme e
arell 8 g1 o 6 =aR g, 918 & adr T wid H U -9 W)
mﬁaweﬁgéagqa@ﬁ-a@ﬁmmﬁaﬁmmém
AT T ST TFIAT IAT| Ugell Aok H TG oIl hdl g foh o8 Th
SAThTH Hooh ¢, STgT SaEAT H1H g1 Hchl §| 3P HATST 36 G &
off SaTl STieT &1 IETAAT AT THST e &, HIR STl Sol=il &1 g1
gl 3eST g S AW & 3fedcd 1 &7 Ao HHAadaw § 3R
JfAadar &1 FI5 AFed g1 gar S a8 &, S " F S
fawreT g §1 SUfAT, 30 T & TR FATSH & AGA FT F §T F G@AT e [Jufqy & g Aganr
HgTUa| A5 H I o gl T FeEd Fohe ¢ 3 Tgl 1 o9remeT 3Mel AW ¥ & Hehe U SEiar
T &1 U SRl 2T G & egey W A 9T 99 HEAT H HEE A8 UgHd ¢ 8, FHIAT Iqh FAerA
W AR &a1d 96 a7 gl
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ST A G el E2AH Tgel FIF ASE & Achlolled HGITIT JoRE okd ©lell & el A7 & e faea
e gl & foIT g1 Fhal g1 el 3PN gt o saeRr wefa der fo giar, af Alser derafa e
ETH HT 3ol Fg IR I I Al ALt 0l oh Taes Agoiel & 3 A g Al Tleg o § s
T g s A Hld & ReR & o1 €, safaT el S g A a1 G, 95 a3
e & Higsg # fader g faeg I o 3vel U T & NMUR WX I &rar A AT g o Al B HAr
IR W F HROT AT 2030 T FER T FH EE0ET AT A3 ARl RG89 T @alr HSU @I g1 3R
QT §3M, A TE IMETET STE-STgl TETIN, FAT T % SIS ST-HAA I ol g FA9m? ERell IR HS el
H1 HESR 30 & 95 e §, 98 o SRR TARRT & a6 & &7 A g SFerarg TRade F 3 3T d=A1eAeh
faareif & foshorht M e & TEA w1 REWT S YA gl HEH Th A O deolld g Hg FEHH A
T &1 38h dig o I Iheld &I MAH §=I1 T, dl T8 S G AT Hohl deh Hege =il e
SHHT TUC H TFHT HT grar Fa ared o2r o 37 Tha &l

I8 ST "3 & AR & Alfa-TTURel dI b H@A I STRd &l a9 df 3R, 5§ AR $s FAZHIR d
99 AT AHA A aelt T Freerd A FETeT & &1 Tl ool 7 & g A F arel F fow St Sl
H TTerS-3es T Wl ©Udr Wal &1 S &, 37 It TAY & dHH 93 e W AAGEIT &1 &d1d 91|
U H, Uge & & FEHAT H wA @ ST W Al JeEr Hr AU sud gwiaa giel| safav e 9gstd
& it & A, FT-HIA F GERIOT g Al FI UGUT HFd Sl H A A I g B ST &
feace, I8 &\ A% AR & §d T 76, ARG AT T 1 39l FATdT & IR H e gram| gA
39T STA-BIAT T IS¢ gled & ST g9, aAT ATHIGIeh Thid I TTelT Aal ST HebdT|

Date: 29-04-26

A% HAITGT T HIS 3T T AT

mw,(m,wmﬁﬁﬁﬁ)

B S HT I &b ¢ T a8 Ge I Feuet AR qagIRd AW, g aride gihar # Sei # I8
fawfRR g1fde @ET giaTl JET 3o G & 3MTeholel 1 LT, QORI GaNT 3Teht fAsuetar 3R deeydr &
Hedihel T 3HGH AT ST g1 FPANE! U AT +A11e AAET & 36 AT F 1 3fefedr Fdr
CEIRGRS

g SeTg 6 QT § T ArfReprehdt (3RTdE holliarer) 3R wamameher (Fefd FauTeian o), el & 319e
SIAER ¥ AR sAIG-cFaEAT I Bid YfAel I g1 FAT 3egiel SATA-g51el AMAh 3662T & Folld el
3 1 31T FHgea fear 87~ ¥ 58§ hE HI OIS I ATTdehiehdl T TR Teh AT Fishar o,
W e, foRg wth Frfehrehd! o GRETT SR &1 v |
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3RTde Shorliarel & ol H 0T F 61 IT, TS o7 gfafAftica e arem gehlel o @ dIdl 38 @,
=grareer o g HT 3@ Hehed T el A Feha! AT, @ faare 9@l WA & ST $HE 3 Sedl &
TN Yoiel H MAS il AT HeheAl & INace H AhT 8 W Sdoig I qgdaTol el gl HIR Heferd
Sl o R AT ¥ F forar AR HH 7 oIz B &g § 3R gfaver o wE AR FHarT g

feorered aTa I8 § 6 8T & F 3eglel 3H HEA Il & T qd [Auras A afera & Awwr AFe @
e AT 3T A T T AT| 3egial T9T T AT Feda Siel AHe! H 81 T ARt Folol arell fAerely rereld
& TaTeer @ Sgole @ eRr A arl ad, Feliarer & 25 [Nga are o) uw o Reufa ik faems &
g RIdreeis ggfd 8, Fifer s Hryurierenr & fordl Sieh §, ~araneier & 7811 sS30eh, 3Tl GanT 3o
Qe gl & foIw areg foRar ST dhdr § A1 3¢ ‘TiARE (FadTerd A7) Gar S @ehdr §, X I8 «Iraredrer &
fore O=fter Rufa @, e dfqers & 3iefede 22 (1) & d6d AR &1 3G q8e T ehlel’ ool HT aeilel
g1 AGF I S TRE TehcR I MR GIY-TACTE hl AT lel ofdl, ol FART ~AI-cTaEAT ) Farel $r
351 ® gl S|

Se<glel, Tell fadTe Ueh ~ITarefier earT ge Hd Blsa § ST ¢, 30T gl q@ & fAamel 3R 559 3 Frefat
I TG AT 3TAT gaTT| aed A, AheAl ¥ G I 39T el & FaY A FArarehei 1 7@ grel-fhergrer 7
faremendr g1 €1 U@ gl @ Faeh, el € Al H W I &1 FHI, Uh Hordfd eaRT ge
39 AIATT @ 3HeHT o FA HT Hlefelel el A1 HIAT I, el SHAN Teall T Feidicl & & F Tl A7 3R
a6 FaI IR HEFETAT FX & A1 qET w11 &F F W, A ATANSR HRIhc! IMAH Fder@n § S[3 ATH
T erdrs @ FATATEMRAT Y 37097 gt T I g1 fhar arm n, T ot 3ogia @8 oI &n| 39T g
arel 9 STl wattd AR & 4, A @ did- S aeid o9 RS, SR TAdr e 3R
SAIFH{ SI3TR aTasS A §1G 7 T wArAmeier 91, STafeh AV & =i 3- ~argefd Eig see AR =i
IR FHY {531 G, 3ogiel ST ToIE el TS| U e Flo-AHsel A H wAIfd 307 fAsm o
FS TEl & Y F Jaole FH OIS F FAPR R AT T, Fafeh 376t & %l 1 FaleT 951 N T W
AT

=TT T dehlell TET & T =arameier fFsuey oW | S9 39T fAsueTar W H@eg gidr g, I3l 399 ATAe § 37efeT
Blol T HIT T ST T Sk, 3oT AR & FeT T ST AGT BIcil, ST HHAAR I TR AFe 7 a@r
STl 8, W Heftre =aramefier & Arfeprehcl & a9 G I ART e ARG dare & dea | =ararefier &
e I © o a8 3= @ Tl 8 HraeT 3R 9aTdard @ 3meien & gy |

IgT Ig ool 3Ad RN foh T Ao Sl (1563) ATHS H gl IT AT, 7Aredier & Ig 379&T ST Srar
¢ & afe frdl Hehea & 3@ gouet s R e, o 98 Te 1 39 AFHd § Iel6T Al HeRd
SOEfl o YRl T 2023 § 2025 & S 3Mafed 5,904 HheAT & ISl o1y el 3Tk ey v Haler o
¥ TG TR o 3R @ g, dAfchel Ig TE YT el & ToIv 9o 8| TgT Ig €1 @ =MigC fob Fafed
T & #AgHfd 3R d AR o ATel 2009 F holl ST AT F I dE3iT & [Goldh ToT W vh

7



www.dfeias.com | 8

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (29-Apr-26)

HhH A G HT o[ A foar or, ifh 3T & 38 & 6 H HH T QT A, S T ueT &l Fofei
HelE ¢ e ATl

1S 1 R haer S Fenfad Al & 3R 5@ AFe & gifer § Al 1 gehra’ & g H 37 a4
fredce, dafta =arefd fsuet vy &af, aftee 39 e f duar | ot T o 3811 saa & =18,
3eTeh SaRT & I S8 AHS H 3Heldl o el I ~ATgITeienl T TASTETAT 9 I &l $RIAT SIHI Fehell g,
FIf T T Y Fge ¥ R araredher F e ewaTer & an ¥ B oY WaE # o A @R
3R, FIfhiehdl Id HEIHAT & AT HH H Toh S ollel HAleld & b A e UiEl & AT TAT ol T
g, 3t 31T fds g1l TfRererct 30 9RO & g7 X A fawer @

=T IR & FE AT ST @7 & foh 0l g =areffc dafta =ararefier Siid a1 (1987) AT #
feu arv wdfea =arrew & FAAfT Tt decadar & hed @ aree #a S areg Of 38 Afagrfae
haer H gafca FAR—TST o gl AT, ‘YT T 3TTRAHT I ST & eIl YA ard T8 & F 98Ter &r
3MTefehT fohctell e g1 forgTem, =araredier & fow 3faa =gl § 6 98 379 3Meholel e €T, dfesh TaTehR
H AR F Y|




