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THE HINDU

High heat

Date: 24-04-26

India must address the underlying vulnerability to hot weather
Editorial

India’s summers are known to be hot, but this year the
high heat has arrived noticeably early. The India
Meteorological Department has sounded heat alerts in
Ny central and south India, including in Vidarbha,
70 N Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Telangana and Kerala. Parts of

@ e L 2 Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat have also scaled the 40°C
‘4 . « mark, with Tamil Nadu and Karnataka not far behind.

\ Local conditions in coastal areas, in particular, could be

Q worse due to humidity and the urban heat island effect.

Warmer nights also delay physiological recovery,
increasing the local health-care burden. Such
temperatures are usually encountered in May-June but
have become apparent in April. While pre-monsoon
heatwaves are common in India, they are becoming larger and more intense. This year, a lack of western
disturbances and thunderstorms, along with lower convective activity, has also done away with natural
cooling, with residual effects of the previous El Nifio adding to the heat. Persistently high heat is linked to
a significantly higher risk of death from cardiovascular causes. Some 247 billion work-hours were lost in
2024 to heat, according to The Lancet Countdown Global Report, with workers in construction and
agriculture the most affected. Heat stress is an ongoing concern for farmers during the rabi harvest. Hot
weather accelerates crop maturity, threatening food security and feeding inflationary pressure.

Experts have complained that most heat action plans (HAPs) — India’s primary institutional response to
heat — focus on emergency response and lack funds for structural interventions such as urban re-greening
and mandatory heat-safety legislation for workers in the informal sector. They have thus failed to address
underlying vulnerabilities. On April 23, in the Tamil Nadu and West Bengal polls, and Gujarat and
Maharashtra by-elections, lakhs of electors had to brave the heat. Concerns about voter turnout in the heat
prompted the Election Commission of India to keep polling booths open longer during the 2024 general
election; such reactive measures alone will not suffice this year. If warming continues along current
trajectories, more than a few parts of India will begin approaching human survivability limits. HAPs
desperately need sufficient, long-term funding while public systems must roll out mobile health units and
doorstep delivery of essential services during peak heat to reduce the income penalties that deter access.
Colombia has convened a coalition of roughly 50 countries to explore a faster transition away from fossil
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fuels in a parallel ‘climate conference’. India should join it, not least because of the greater access to climate
adaptation finance it could afford.

m W Date: 24-04-26

THTE & 3MHIT R a2l 1 A AlRda 7 @

UG

Ig fAfdare @ § & gfaar # fhogrer Al 11 yA@ saifded U dARTeH @ A & IUsUAr 38q
et 3R & & 1S ¥ I AT 3 AT 3TUGIHT GEUSr G W 3T Fig oY AT SR R orsadr 7
gl gag fade &1 & fAcer oem g1 Afher 3@ 30fow iR g7 @ 9T 3R 34 gER Hidsg dH
IRIASAT FoIT AT WA ATfad & ThdT g1 Tdh &1 A & &l JgH ol & IR H TS AT Teid I
ST 3§ &1 ST A2 SR Siar § ar u3ng 34 faa T @ dohrer 9 et guRar o g1 forgrer & aeat
P AT FIAr T ST S| TS P JgrT d2T giad g, o Repisa a1 Bfoea v & 3uesy g w3ms
FAIHRAT & fob 3T iAeT o1 hgel T 161 &1 Yo & Y S H HTA-faeTa@dr 1 ¢l & HROT HFaT
AICHIRAT I Eafel o 37Tl ofeTehl g1 ST YSehrddAc ofeler HA egHe hrsdeh &I e & HROT T3S
To A & WEATd Wl § ifh SA1eT & A1aT Fisdss el Fhel d<di @ ol 93 Merehdl, cUreet
SIS, fohaTeT 3R AaT 817 THIE A | dfifedd I 8l @ &, olfched I 37ehaT 3R T2dr & oex Afead
T Ig| TS &l A A3 Al QU ST ar 31 off g dhaTr g1

Date: 24-04-26
gfaeatt swaT & ff Fo a7 ¥ e F P AR
qqel &. FAT, (qF TSTHHT JiHE T A1 a )

18 38T T TUTTHA & USE & AH Tt A1 a7l 3¢ VAT el 7 U IR g, Fifh 3 TR &
@ g1 Afhel I QU A & T 8 & 3eTehT U SoldTd 1T FAUTAh &1 FHAT TS & ATH Foarere
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O U ARG fohq 39faTa i &1 drelel el &1 3#fe T ST g1 af [@ewid I8 & & 0 geaes
HI T ToTollid o FEIT & W gl TRV 37 ANRKN H AFRAE & & T F FFNAT HeA1 =AM,
AT & ®1 & el AT & 38 FHATIBN FT TAYT Tdd AT AT AR IRVeAT A1 TI5 FLAT
e

TWFERE §9 8, 00 T T Aged & &101 7 &7 U I W €« Jeu, 3 Hohe, AGTATRaT, Tihfas
YT AT AZeaqul AT SNUMT| S . SaTelelldl dg® o TIdIdl @ q&-HedqT W TS Hl Foalfd
frar or, dr 3a% 38 3caUd # T FIARTd-HohAUT 6 AlfFe ifficafda Ot a0 g el o 1971
ey & NI TS T FFTRT fohar oar, af 9 §OY & 30 &l H U & [FA a3l & AT 1| grer & |l
#, dRgeh ol Tehe & aRIeT HeldigeT g I Hhifds-19 HETART T BT H kg AT & 9oy ot et
g, 3Meaed AR Thole el & 3¢6ed ¥ & Jd fohw 1w &

foh] STar TS & ATH FHFaIEeT & 3UANT fqUeT i el ata & v far sirar § dF 9 9y Rserar
& Ay g qdurfere Afdear & MR W o ged @S X g1 g df dulfee §9 @, ASC & ATH HFaree
I 3caeq HUIRA #er arerm Hig fafdse e g &1 dfaue o sa fawg @ Al & g1 AT e
Hlefel & TY & FER @ o Fuifad giar § 3R 4 ot Jifdard #ier’ ¢, S SEUnTd 31@sdr $i 378I00T
Wl g1 AR & T G Teh Totarem 87 gid &1 @ TRl &of &l aAdcd oXd &, Iold &sd ¢ 3R
fdeded! Usteliid # FURITFT Heldel A &l offthed STd & TS I FFITEA Fd 8, A9 3ol Ig [T
geel ST &l

UHT AT Bl W AT R ASANAh Gof, TAR AR FAEG-cATEAT & oI & X@T YUelled 1 SAAA de
gIaT Bl TG HIS ALYl AR G §; A6 olshdiiAeh [ASUETdl & HRdcd o Slar gl W& @eares & fow
3T fhT ST arel SEROT ATed #- T urg 98 qedier & a1 il S3ar WSA- ardeifes Harte g
g1 9 FRerasi & ¥ § Ferfed g § 3R @ Isg Y fAswet dar & fow g g

Y &Y, Ig TS 3H GAY AT I7 U1, S AfRAA danel A1 dAfAGAS S TsAT F YAE! T qF FEAT W
Iee IR H@iedr awy ff sEHT TR faTae 3T aRar €1 ¥F W@fear geat & SR FAe 3
FARYT el & U S0 1S g1 Ig UHIRE o, Ardeiioien €T 3N TWHRT HAl & o= 3TAET T
Ueh oA &1 W Sooital W AP ool & fAaers maer qdficad gate g1 98 WA S T Fehell &,
TISEIHUT ART Fohdl & AR IGIFAT US4 W 3o Ifafafedr &1 fHer off e Godr g, S A 3JaE &
e I FASR F arell gt &1 388 o 31 Agcaqol 78 § & a7 sfosy & fov fen-fader aa a=
"ehll &, aifeh OHT yaferdl &l galcanied fram o wah|

W AEET # ReRe gEayst 3R Toefae Hwol & T TUse AW T USET SER0T F gater
el o gfdey 3R gArdr 3af & SR FF gARTd F & fv quen 3u afAd g dhd &
Ardetfeler TERUT HAT T 3G Jolaiiaen o & T o 8 ¥ ’fFcaFa fr sadaar w gfasy =2, afow
AlhdifIeh fTSqeTdr T & & 99 gl dedd &, [ 3maer 3R 300 Toeiiide gal ¥ WA #ldh
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JUHAHS ST T AT TFAYAT & v 3maR-afgar FuRa &a fr ggar & ghar g1 5899 59
FIATT T IARAT & ST e

IS TUTAFHAT TSE I FFAITAT I 8, I Th W JAT W g g, oif Jolellid ¥ FW gl dd 3% UAsar &
A, TIA AR ITERed &1 gfafers sremen snfard §1 e gfaeadd dieds 7 o g5 aor W@ aa €
St QX Isg & fow g 81 Usg & A1 woaue off T & U &7 B

i | .il I El égé Date: 24-04-26

ARTF AR & AT ST FAT AT 3MEe

AT &t

30 FEW HRY TUT W ST T T wlsis 40 fhellefier & off
_. HH Bl WATT FAG H 3@ TR AE & T @ FraueEigdas
(.‘, N AR aIfomt @ 100 @ 318 STeTT ToRd & ofehed I Shdel ool
‘\ A I F ® A G HS So” Hed F A o S 81 ST

I & fogs & Sseey T 3R Siax F¢o i o sfos

/ ES

| a SIET §1 3R, ATSa FT AT offel FER & Fgll W eud ame-

@ HA-HCT A ST FHA Hod HT ATl TRl g1 3R o7 Tl &y
< = D

olell H HeTeFehl %ﬁc&gﬁwwm%,aﬁ@mw
T AT 30 BT FEAT R gl

W ST b e @ 3T 8 TET &, 3t & foRdr o At W
IET W gfaey dRgeh TR W RER o1 Idegaedr o o
AHA T &1 SR 3R AR EaNT gHS & 1G $eT g@RT §esT T P §& A &of gl ;)
& el & e oY RRUfY a7 & a1 &1 9RT & 3T dicaliae WeTd @ g i Hiaa 3R 3ucrserar
oI FRIAT 6 & §9 & HH 3T 8| offehed AT & WY =g 9T HEGH 8l odiar| 3areor & forg,
Ao 3R IRET B S & HROT @ie AT IR T TR g1 Hisar fava & il Awensit v sAfeerar
FT Aded Tg & o orerster T &1 GIET FPEERT # Al g5t H FadFar W R a=a g1 I geler we
¥ TRE G GoraT g, Al AR H ifereee AATar wsmiaa giel, F3iifeh aciarel H oomerar 100 Brer uidiels
TATSHIT BT § SIS 3T &1 3¢ 1 Fgell & foh Hehe & R WAl H BIgsR Y HAd 30 Hradr ar
399 S §¢ a5 AR T qUT TeIH Fod AT T HAT 15 F 30 BrAGT do Fef| ST 366 o adrm
o R & TEAT YW Foladrd AT HT FAS 80 BrEer BEAT 8 el WA 3T & Byd A are
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SEWIE @ 37T 8, S gIAST o &b Sfaior-aiRes # g1 gl g TergReh vils, St fafise @@=t & 3curest
3R 30 gR FAgeaqul Wil & FHEROT 1S & fav 3maeges §, a8 o g6 Teal W FeR g

qER Usal H, TG 3T GIHST T &I §a FX & &, ol 3T iAAT I b &l Hehd &1 S h TgT HITAA
¢ 3R 98 $o gc dw Thol o g1 W ¢ IE Tase ¢ T 3qeT 303 b GO bl 18T o9TS 1 THA H 39
gl WEARNIT & ATA A, € el TR A §lad aTel AR H1 o7 AAT FT Fehell B

g HaTe §Ic § foh 38R 3R 7 36 THIGAT T GaTTAT A7 78 @A e &9 @, Had: g
T TR T ATAT 3eTHaT 3R 3 cafaeara w1 aRome g1 dfhd $© g o ade safav ot
for 3T @1 gferar # & 38 AR & 3naea A § 6 0¥ Ageaqul Stoeet 9 g wed €1 ger 3R waad
AlageT geIhl q AT TeT &, 3R g8 ARah, [ g8 AR rdfegaeam & fzor fr 3egAfa & & &
S9TE Siiael TR 3R WoEfr #F wEdeT R g

dfeher UfcgTileh Tite &, Ig U IIEr fAAWftaR § o g8 oo qusl & @er g1 g ada= 7 &
Ug 3o Hgeaqul STerATEl WX fAg=0r & forw Hay giar an, #ife ag o, St 31me 3Uerdr FHodror & AL
FAT &, U 3T Rl Y {AefAast & Jerar a1 S 39 e T W@ W ared fhell A Agell & Tar
Al qF F AN AT FT FAHIOT 1677 AASET HT YRIA F WX TUGA W ool e &G I AT
HefarehT, 3T X geT| FT U T A1 focel THT e 3egiel gasl W ATEeT foram, agt 1 3efe! 3TAd
UG JEUROT & § HCH Sl STl AT, S SETell & g AT ohl & ACIH & 38 ATe-Mehcd T T
3ST Hehcl UT| HefdhT &, afordl o TARNT Hodlell GaRT Tl HISET Yo YOl T 30T g1 7 o
foram, St 5-8 BIACT T IRITHA X ool | Tg 38 THT & AT 3AeThd FF AT| ST o Ig IReA &
O o] 8l AR $f R 781 wd T AR TR SRR STAAFl T TG 33T & JFd Gal HT
3TTOT HH HIA| SR, FS AT HE Tohd ¢ T T HORRT AR WEAeT 6T dgck HUS Tgl FHG ofed @
3+ Fo T Al

S & 3R IARDT grar ad & o Ty off e AfFaal & &9 A 3¢ 3 &= § IR dred STgrsi
W Yoh o I HUHR § Geg 3 AT T &, 3 38T T AW T haol FAROT FX @ &, Sl
for [Affesr o & g & fFar &1 37T g5 I TS ACs! & 3oogd Ydid alar &, ar I8 sl aarsdr
&1 fafrse 3uafsudt &1 & fdfdd 8, 31K 87 30 91d W R & & fav 9Ra & afge f& 0 Raurdr
W MR g o e fhael $T g &

SIS ST & qd G AT e & 39 & T HeFd IR ol Fe-iicr T seor & aRemya fhar o,
ol ST SROT Tg AT foh 37l 3 ATSlehcll T TgaT=r AT, 3R Jg $f o el 3mehravehcr Ay & @ Argar
TET AT HEC HSols A & e TR SIGTATI T &G @lell 3oTeh o H il 3R eiifaer & &a genfaa
M| S oot Fifdd gl & fob e &t aget &1 Taaaar & diffd S, g HIS Afel, denifas Hear
e & TSrET Hael Pl Taret 7 Tat & Sl
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Hehe & ERTT ST AT 3ARHT F Yoo Yol & AT HAlelcller AT Rl Teh 20 & &l 7 81 Hehll g, olfehat
Ig oI Er gl THIgR, ST Aol T & SIRY gl dlel AR @ o1 HAI ¢ offched 38 7 &7 &
It 8T X T, TEo § I§ 9T TS F gl §| 3HHT IRE HRA@ 56 a9 W AW Fer § F
AR AR TR W F Fe A7 IR IR ARt & fRguid @ AT &I 9F 56 FASR g
1 ITATT FE & TR 3N 38 FeT & T g SUA & dcTed AT A |

Rroe 80 avt & Sfigd TR & ol gefd ik a0 & Ao PRae sraes A8 g8 81 a8 W A=EE H
aRuTe g1 S &t ageT T Tadaan, St §H U FAHGTY H A Fel T ITATT &l B S gY o T
T TTadiad T I 3vs IRt T & T g A9 dfha 08 Araest fr 8T 3R gt e 3aTs
gl

IR FIAHT Jeo & dlg deit dfRash sgawyr ge Sl &, ST i o &7 d1ed ©, 3R 3Hhr Stetg ol g
@r'a%mm'@ra?ﬁ%-mﬁmﬁwmﬁ'@wmﬁém—wma
fear ST ar & fear ST A gH g THEST glen fh Uod $o gl # ¥R 3R fAErE @ WERT & arel
fAgeid e 39 fSier & 3§ i

Live
feccadria

o | .com Date: 24-04-26

AT 3N &7 Giger HY a3

HUE HFaTEE, ([ TSF )

AR U & el i heY e e T ugell @R & AT 319 T3Y sdlir & IR gl arelr 99 AT &1
SASIY AET AT ST, Fifeh AT AT W 3T AW T 3¢ Ig PR BT S &1 SI9 doF THR e
T AT FIA B, T Tk AT 3@ IcAAT H T & 8|

qiREH TRIAT &1 ST heel STHNE, 1T IR G & & AL T S W@, afesh Tg ool & A & qad Ggel
39a7 98T I YRV 3dReT I hd Y oI3F ST WY &1 I§ a9 Ugel 39aT 3R et diaar fir 85 &, S
TACHIA FhT § YE B §1 ST 98T $H W Feoll AR AT §, I 30N 5gd W Rl Y 309 FAF ASH
U FA H HETA B STl g, ATe Telfdofel 1 d8d &, 3r@anyy Reféar gr ar e geahfa|

STl S0 ST I ST FAS A7 § o FIIl & GRUNG ATCTH 39l FAA-TIR & HHAR F ST AL Fohol
€, FIR FIrel FSAT gfelam o H 3MIHT HeRr Heldr M 7 96T HT 3EAIA FI TASA §T A ool
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HRRS TIAT AT JAIRS TAAGTT doh DA 8T @7, o 39 Hieg, o Aifsar, vms-afaa a2,
IS BT, ARG T Agrereh TERT & T WA AT GIRIYr S am9r 1 8 gedaAre fohar| dglet o
arerer AfSAT W 3TT-3769T g2l & ff@e & Jd IR fu|

TGS HBY & @l & AN FHA Ga 1 NS A & & H U 5A7| 3RT Hohi &I Selal & T Bed
& HHA 38 Ge Hr AREA-FAA Gfaie & gl & § F G fHar oRwer qof & aee 3§ 56
TuY $r IARFT JfoRe & T 7 927 FAr 3R 3 ARG T 98T ST JEERT HT STAATT I AT
caTd STl 1 ST fRaT| ST & WY EY 3iieTeged JaT Joid T 9 UaT H Hlel & fov euidl & =g
T, §ET 3R geTele HERIA HT o SEAAT fohar| 3ARST 3R ST HT = Avadl & ddas[e, U=
HFET Hhe o HieTollsel TEATH el 3N 3¢ GNdT & AT W Ygel TE X A H FA1GT Belrell AT
g3T|

Terifen, 1 elt 3 ot o rfererifed o iR 15 @ o 3 e # 31 ) IR A A @ siferere
A e € el afl deh WA Wl AS A, gehor a1 NS Fora Aot & elfasrar ==, 3r@art
1 Reiféar 3R Fpeaiifoen feoaiorat # Sete aa= o9 saqd fSfoed Heal & Teh e Usieide JorEry
uTed gl ol | S1 HEAT H SHAT STgoll STl o 37T, SHAT BT 38 Aol HiTolrser gfaar 7 g2 foelr
U HRHRE G & 3&-FE ST 767 W, & WY w1 & 3E-FE gacor @i &, S 37k fAaer & 3ol
8 geXrEIe # U 1 ATfIsd garary off 36 HHAW & e UsT| 38 Tdd W fo@l- sl STolsHATH e
FIS TSI AfSAT ALY &, TET HIS 3TIH! sclich X &, Al 3T Telehl 38 sclidh gl I ohd |’

AR A ST T FHeohfad RS T ofier do6 AT 77 W 8, 95 Tt i T &1 FAse H Hifer off wh
W ART H S & RS TH HABC o AT T & &1 SEATHS IURISY T Hldolioleh Heaiie
R Teh STIHd FA&ToT axrar| Ig fasaer € § foh Y ¢or 319ar Igr fAcaferd T 3T w61 &ar, ag fager
H e Fr AfFcafFa I TA&T0T T I@T gl 50 A W AR AR RIS 3FR FH R W | SRl
T AT IFE FEIWTA, FRET-hford AR afafsharcas gl AR 9T a5 AT g, Afthel IHAT gl
$H Jetr T AT & IeTohel el UT|

g7 aRTEUTAAT & AN HRA &1 37T A1 =T & Alser Fhe & SR ST & et i @ &
HieTeligeT & THTiaa foham, F3iifeh sfasy & gX Sl Heve T Hebleol AESelh R 9T SET e fohar
SITTTT| R &1 Hedishel 8% S a1 & LT grom o a8 &A1 X g, dfcsh 36 a1d & o gem f& g i
Y TG &, 39 forcell dsll 3 Fasear & §HS of @ &1 39 1S 8 fagel dehe dslt @ we] Taehia, ey,
gardy R i [ar 3k aefoe aarg & careg & Srar &1 Fis o g Fag R s nfeeRe
FASEHIOT & 3Tl  Teel fohdll 9TRAT IRAR & T H gT Fohell §1 AR gy & o 58 e H1 o
ges fFar g1 R o Tove & Ty, % FRAS HET & FTH AGT 8IdT, dfed TWHR A Jg o THSAT=T
gsdr & 5 39 Fa1 fhar § 3R a7 foFar &1 I8 TosEeior deit & 3T Arfgud
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T TR @ &, dAfthed ST T hargl § WIS I AT, 98 IHRR gR ST g1 Ry The & T&g difea ar
UeAT # 4 AC-UAT 98 A ST T § 6 §arS 3HSsT ol &, 3ok S RIET § 3R a4 gg &
et & TEa g1 O FRafadl & swE3afaern, feifa @ ol @ aahd, @9 v & F17 &F S g1 dfasy
A faceit A Aisfg WRAY garardt #1 ot Hedfd F FE Tedt FH KA GEN| 3¢ Bfoed gl A wea
Jgd Heg qgwﬁ arell 8 SeTatr gram| TR 1 facer Afd 3R dgfd W AR A & 3% FeA 3o
W T &1 Ak, 3T & diehd &1 Teoh AfSAT ARl H 31 Flod T 3R eI FHST STl § Falg 3
A% e 91T 9T FT dF AAT 67 &, a8 57 91 A o IF a1 § & FIS T FA FHF W W & 3R
38%h AT I T Rg T FAST T G gl

3T & faeRl Hepel & @HT o Heahfa 3 Ao &t 1 ST 8l W SAGTeR HRAIT T 38 Hhe &
SN STl Tl T 3T HGA A RN PR HR TR 36 ThleT b Tgaal H T Il &, Al 3T
g AN FHAT GFRT g@RT ¢ T R H1 Foelol # & @90l M 30 ared st F, a1 o7 b 588
% gl 7 gfaar oA & fohE ok & <@ 8, dfcsh 588 I¥ gl fh TRA a s T &
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