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Calling For An IEnS

Pulling teachers away from teaching can’t mend India’s data poverty. A specialised
enumeration service is needed

TOI Editorials

Actions speak louder than words. India says teachers are the essential engine of its future, who must forge a
citizenry that can thrive in an Al era. But then acts like teaching is utterly nonessential. Today, they are going
door-to-door, houselisting for Census 2027. EC’s SIR exercise has demanded their labour. They get election
duties. They have to register beneficiaries for govt health insurance schemes, conduct cattle censuses, survey
drug-addiction... against the backdrop of 10L teaching vacancies in the schools funded by Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan. Even private school staff are being put on census shifts, under threat of salary cuts. Clearly,
browbeating teachers is quite ‘convenient’ for govts. But their convenience is very costly for the rest of us.

Every day a teacher does census work, means 1) an education deficit. Since they are not robots, making them
sweat in the field during their vacations and after-school hours, doesn’t lessen this toll. The variety of data the
country needs, means 2) these disruptions are frequent, not one-off. But 3) data quality cannot be good when the
enumerators are resentful and unspecialised. So, what we have here is an ad hoc system with no real upside to
it. It’s past time we considered rational, efficient alternatives. US, for example, has been running a census
bureau with around 4,000 full-time staff, who swell up during decennial counts. Professional enumerators
improve data accuracy and consistency across census cycles. All the public data needs they serve year-round,
also make them quite cost-effective.

Doesn’t an Indian Enumeration Service (IEnS), ring nicely? It could have different tiers, including permanent
cadre both at the centre and in state-level coordination units. And on a need basis, instead of pulling 30L
teachers away from teaching, it could mobilise from a 4cr strong pool of higher education students. This would
be valuable experience for young Indians. Right now, teachers are out in the sun, pounding on their personal,
sometimes newly bought, smartphones, out of sorts with the houselisting app, the weather, and govt. Now,
imagine motivated, tech-savvy university students doing the legwork instead. It wouldn’t even need to be done
in summers (when teachers are ‘freer’) anymore. And imagine riches of data, accurate, timely, accessible.
Welfare to transport, the productivity gains would improve all our lives.
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Burning Question

Why are India’s factories so dangerous? Because people who can make them safer
aren’t bothered

TOI Editorials

Going to work shouldn’t feel like going to battle, but that’s the truth of India’s factories. In just over a week,
more than 60 workers have died in three major explosions. Such news would jolt any sensitive nation to
introspect, and improve. Italy’s Seveso leak in 1976 laid the foundation for entire EU’s industrial safety
programme. Between 2019 and 2022, industrial accidents across EU averaged 22 a year. In Korea, CEO of
lithium battery maker Aricell was only yesterday sentenced to four years in prison, for a factory blast that killed
23 workers.

We have become calloused, however. Last week’s Vedanta boiler blast, and firecracker factory explosions in
TN and Kerala this week, shock us no more than bus fires that kill hundreds a year, and road accidents that kill
1.8L a year. We have normalised risk. When the Kerala cracker unit exploded yesterday, a shoe factory in Delhi
was also ablaze. Our capital has been the scene of some of the deadliest factory accidents, such as the 2019 fire
that killed 43 sleeping workers. That’s the micro sector, but what do you say when a brand-new HPCL refinery,
awaiting inauguration, goes up in flames?

Two things are clear. One, life’s cheap in our eyes, so factories without fire exits, overloaded electrical systems,
and poorly maintained boilers are all around us. Also, hazardous chemicals stored without safeguards.
Remember Bhopal? Two, the vigilance system is broken. In 2020, Delhi had only one inspector for every 973
factories. The auto ancillary industry is notorious for accidents that cost workers hands and fingers, yet, data
shows a sharp drop in inspections from 2012 to 2020. We can’t solve a problem if we refuse to see it. In 2017, a
study claimed 48,000 occupational deaths in India every year. Govt disagreed. Its own data shows an average of
1,109, but those are in registered factories, while 90% of Indian labour works in the informal sector, where
work conditions are far worse. Even in the formal sector, most accidents go unreported as employers, police and
hospitals aim for a “compromise”. There’s a reason why ILO calls India the most dangerous country for
workers. It’s time to do something about it.

The Econovic 'TIMES Date: 23-04-26

Unclog Our Cities, Fiscally, In Planning

ET Editorial

We all keep moaning about it. But when real estate billionaire legend — and this year’s ET Lifetime
Achievement Award winner — K P Singh speaks on infrastructure, you listen. His recent warning that India’s
urbanisation is in an ‘utter mess’ isn’t just a critique, but a call for a radical shift from 20-yr ‘patchwork’
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planning to 100-yr master plans. For a country where urban areas will house 40.73% of the population by 2031,
Singh is bang on: well-planned cities are the only way to sustain national prosperity.

Authorities can’t sidestep this issue any more. The 16 th Finance Commission has provided fiscal ammunition
to make this leap. Stakes have been raised with 33.56 lakh cr allocation to urban local bodies (ULBs) for 2026-
31 — a 2.3x increase from the previous commission. Crucially, it has increased the urban share of local grants
to 45% (up from 36%). About 52% ( X1.84 lakh cr) of these grants are now untied, a 5.5% jump that grants
ULBs the autonomy to address specific local needs.

To move forward, cities must leverage new specialised instruments like special infrastructure components (
356,100 cr) targeted at 22 cities to build comprehensive wastewater systems and mitigate flooding; and
urbanisation premium ( 10,000 cr), afirst-of-its-kind incentive for states to merge peri-urban villages into
cities, ensuring planned rather than haphazard ruralto-urban transitions. With per-capita urban allocations
projected to rise to 27,165 (up from 3,403 under the 15 th Finance Commission), ULBs no longer have the
excuse of dry coffers. It’s time to utilise this 1.8% increase in total local grants to institutionalise 100-yr
planning cities become engines of growth, rather than sad symbols of congestion — in more ways than one.
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quw Tseafa Fr AT afFaar sl § wEe

UG

g v g Y @ sEarAEE A qEd gEdTad AR S ardl W AR o@NT d& F| Al IeAHT
g 7 AR T 3Eer T Sgg ge I §| DA W gfAAT FT AT ST g1 ggelr ardt H Dl &
G gIeT §¢ FLeT 3R Y ardt & v R g oo i Rl 991 Aol @ g §1 e HROT §
CFT & TROT A ARFN FeAdT Bl ARIST glAT| STHA TIH el g Isgdfd & 99 & A faare | 3AREr
TR o Tseufd &l 3rAreaRer AfFaar & &1 afdue [T & SR & sl o Idrm a1 & Tseufa
P ST ATFARMEN T STl 3T Tafeer IIemEr #r 3R o Swem, Tad dga ASEr ug| o &
T Tsgufd o AT AREA A 3 3T ITUBRT AT Geiedleh ddRT| Afehel TFT o ST F Jeur & ey
o gl o AR &1 31 28 TEY & &A1 HHg o Tsgufd & ar urad Releg@st, 1973 & d8d
60 feail T g &1 &1 R T @ IAfT ol g &1 e ¥ 9= & fav & 1951 & FIRAT | g H
A & gfo ToRIe ST 7| fagders 3R SESfSAr @ oFdr dsie @ o gour Ad e faar ar)
SegTel, JUY & Fo 2l 3R &l & a1g 99 3N 3T IJARA Seldl T T FASA 90 B
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e & R # R & qHeT Al
T & g

g o g g1 for afRgs oiRrar & RBar gy arde
HACHTEAT FI TSN STChT &I FHAI Ioig ol U 3
R AR Fr fARar o Ag7 § dfesw gor & ToeT
Se AR A Helel & AR W Hdcerelelar o
sOPT HRUT gl o 5 w3 it ik Afsar
Roref & ot dha fRar § qld & Fed ARG
fegarer & RAffie &3 F ggar & & @S ¢ oo
gl WHR & ugrel AR S W v Afalea scue
Yook HHA Fh I fahy RUfT X &1gT s1em 3R 38 YFR HoF e I FS g doh FAET R gl

g yfafrar @xgr & 3 ¢ ife gay i Rufa scafds 3meafa g, 3R @R o 3rdfcgaeer
AT YA & Teh EURT 3U & Aegdw § FAfEd f6ar g1 5@ o & genfad e arel Ueh ol
g o o1 & < & & Ul A fAUlT FHT AT B @ 21 ool & IRuA TR A oS T FACT Bl
W SAedl AT & ST, Hed FIcahl RN 8 80 SMuem| Fed dor AR I v dRaw Hrad F0r =i
WM, 37 TR @ 8l MR fSerehr e 9Rd T Wod $o a5t # W &1 sHA ARAT Idegaedr W
YR 3T G, 37l & TRPR 3Tl Fecllg fauTel T Iolld FATST 8l & e IS ATH 3curel & el
qed 7 R4 3efr &1 3e7AfT & W faER & W el

TE Hed Schl AR IFAeqaedr & v farder iR gem? faaq AN f@efer diaraAer & I8 Hhd T g
I 3MeEEd fhar § T g AR & U 3 Rasit & ved & fov oy gersy g1 Far gg g3ed
gem?

IS & e ¥ Tgdl, 2019-20 H g AR I TSN ©IET Hehol Te] 3cUTG (STSIdT) & 4.6 Hreey
g7 Tk aY dle Fg Tl 9.2 HIEE g1 IAT| $HS dle WhR & [qie JatreT &1 Fereldr, Jolleord oad &
93 Micdge 3R F FUg H GUR & FHROT, TohNT °IeT doft F gea 2021-22 #F 6.7 Hradr g a3 3R
3 2025-26 # 4.4 GRS T 3T IAT| GREH TRIAT F I H WA gL, g WHR H Teh Afd
IO @ 3UPFT &7 & FAMAT et v gram|
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WREdl 2025 & Solc H KUT Ul H FRET YA HT TS A, [S@wr ALIH A &7 @eF 2026-27 A
SISy & 55.6 BrAST & TereY 2030-31 deh 50 AT (1 HIEET HOUMcHS AT GeAlcHs HAT H) T AT
°re] a¥ & AT 4.3 BEEr #1 AR °rel gRares @6 & &7 # FAuiRa far awar ar, s Alser wor
TR & ST g3 1| 39 RO 3N G Al ERT # 3UFFT ARG HT AT gian|

WaR & v I8 3Rd ghn & d@fd dedl W v #vgd 3™ & oEifd IR & aifd aeRt @
3MY T &M T AgAX JHeTer @ FHh| sEH o 3fUE Ageaqu a9 Tg & R W wew oRAT Red 3%
AR 3w A N a@fdfd & fav v 3w d@aha gem, & 3= are #EET 7 Afcs Afa @ Al
Eaeil

g TR & TT & Th YAG Gch 81 3uYFd GG H AT HAgHH F9| Y7@ Ffewsy &g
THR & Fol Jokd oTT HT 10 BIHST F 3T FEAT giel &1 3qTh T ot # Aot gefy & HRoT, 39
o a¥ & o 3R Tfcudy &1 S Er 1.71 o@ &5 398 ) FEfa a8 frar smogsen)
WHR & e JT R o O A3t & v 310 gt 3R $o 78 A3t H 3magshdr &
T 3rEX gz

wiftqat & A W, HT TaE gfdhd T @ wefad gem iR aRAYIT § FNOT d Aed dolc A
AT o6 T 9o el @ qIeem| 39 a fafden e I, oy Feure 3R sgueh dent A
2026-27 & GRm 3w gefr & AP FEAT HT Heha TT Tl 57 WIS GaRT AT o978 6.5
BrEer dr arf¥er gefr &, 2025-26 & AT (AT 7.6 BEET & HB wA glel| dfcher afe e
Tafafear a¥ & SR gfdehel &9 & genfad gl & o ar¥eh Jgef¥ &¥ AT A & o & gl
ST AR & Toied 3R IS &1F 1 Hulrdr & Jedied 9 & Ticiepel AT T8am|

AleT AR R Fer ThaT B TAAW a¥ & AU FANATH YA HATGE el Al GHT & HROT
Al & AT @ HH Yo H1 Hohd d &1 &Telileh, HRA S H¥ W G AT S HAT 3T Tgol
T I 7 §gd FA &l BT oW, A IO 1 AAT T W ANAF FHT I3 §, S 3 ek
gaT 3nfde A 3R WER & TeEg TUE W W ST B

HR &I Sgdr &1 8 U FAldl I&dd iar g1 a¥ 2025-26 HT ggell il fdeiedl & R 1 e @il
ETeT SISy & oersrer 1 BrEdr @T g, S 2011-12 AT 2012-13 & 4 A & A& & e & Jololr H
IRHACTIS fe@dr 1 Afhel 39 WTe] WAl ©IeT HOMcHS el fagel Faer yarg & |y ST g3 gl g
g @1 a2 U ey Youet gl fAaer yare Mow a¥ e @ oRas oREr # o 6 dh @i @
arell ATAREIAATIHT & HROT HRA H & 99T garg o Ufdievel &9 § FeMfac &1 Hehel ¢

Tose § 6 9Ra it 3rTcTaeyr & YSUe & ATHA Sfoe HT &1 g, &l & Tl § TR Id I
faers @erm garat & cFEd W g gl o 6 FEe F U QAW g7 o gorar oy, o fAdee &t &
RT3 Se 3R oo I gur U gamsit & Afgenst F v 3Reor ot SR foar )
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S GHY S 1 3 YT ARIE Sl el o g foh sHb U THe @ AT §9 JoIrar Siw| ofehet
WER F 42 T 3m 3 gt & Fue & /e FoR weAt 1 Sl gw # & @Rl sw
off HgeaquT IE ¢ Th 3@ 39Tl T ATl & Jgg MUk IHefA HT Fee Al Tiev AR W& oeg aa
T AT e eIl AN @ g1ifer fhar S T |
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STl H Gl AT SeT FEAer & g g
dRg FAR d=gell, ( waTRorfag @ wfors Fdwdr )

STl (@, ar Feemdr & 3T o @1 =X o e
zafolT SETEl & 3TA-SId @AYl §del &l erad &
S &1 Gra-cT-grel gell H 39T o[y T "geaArd sedr
ST TEr g1 SeTehr Npre I & fowy g, safov =g
TFRT P 3TN-370e FRIASTATT ST giaf|

Ig HA AT o IT&T & & g &= & 3faswaAr &
SaTell Sha Saen afeaal A Ysed @ g8 el g1 o
H, 3R SETel & 3T T I geATT Sl IS, 3T
SRIRT d&dT 3T, ad df 9= oiig 3R s 3mheaer &
T Y segl et & Jgr ar@r at 3R wiewl T FEA-SET g SEEr gl &1 P ar kA
d% SR W@ell g1 39 SN arafIe ¥ wsfad &t 7 -Fuer, -udet 3R uS & e & Shf@w ardr
g6 S gl

BT &7 & 19 31d, 2026 &1 WUARPIG & 3P a=F g FHARTT H V0T 3T o9 a5 o, Fafr 34T
e @ aRurd IrET eI §'§I W H, SfEH FT IeTST Heol AT ST Fhell &1 6 ATl I BT
g 8 Siefadl, 2026 @I 3@ # favg ufliey el W& Goll T °ér & FHIT SHTel F 39T 9l 4
gézfrl &d(dlqnﬁhaomﬁ(ltdﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁla@ﬁ
maﬁrmmaaﬂmu-mu$ywaﬁﬁamﬁmﬁéﬁma*asﬁqguan%’r%ls?rr?r
Farsdl W AT a7 &a H, S8l 3TH F FT ST gfadfad §, S8 & o 37 R Y geATT qrHe
g ST, df TareTae §F I TITHA HoeX H 3T Al ¢ GHER 2025 # Aciidrel gRdic o STold STl
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feafd @ ARl Sfard gU et o1 % 2021 # SErell f 3T Aok & faw S f@der fow aw 4, 39 W
feretetr 3rer 312

USET g WITReor o ST 2018 # 3TRIWS AXHR A YBT AT foh SiaTeil H 3T ofdlel hr Teaarsit i Jehel
& U Far-aar gl shed 38T T g7 20 e, 2026 F SR AU TH AIEA A YAG g dAd
FRIGAT awor el o 5% frar & & a9 Jaral & I gRg f9or G v &1 9 a9 arel &1 Jd
% g 3culg & d H IEHEY | 3Ed, TWod $o avl @ Ig o@r o W@ fH dller Serel B wRHRy
YT 3R 3T G I AHRT HIH AT §| STl & gl H Ygel W 3eleld H 3uieyd faQwat o
aﬂéaﬁaamm%aadmamﬁraﬁehwkwﬁﬁoiam‘iaﬁrmﬁaaafrgé%l

3WES H AlGH dead & a6 BAREI & I FT 3R WTP T AcTd saelereiieldr der Htel arel ok
o5 T garfaar AR e 9fadt arer 98t @ dem@er Y feERant 3R rERvar & fAwc 9wga gl
A & SETAl H oF IWET al Fs-Fs &al dh SToldl @l gl 3ol dell Pl HIC 3cdd sacleAiTel FgaT
aﬁmmmélmsﬂaﬁaﬁﬁa@mﬁmqﬁﬁmﬁmm%mmﬁ@rmaﬂﬁw
T o ol g1 g & spehlel TO&eT (ehrell aferai) off Siatel 1 307 1 a7 X &d 81 §# 3m 13 § &
3TEES THR AT RS H SeT-ENeRT & GHE HAT| Ig 3 61 ¢l 5T TRy gt & g8 W)
A S W HHeH & S g, 307 FRHRAT & Joel 8 { SeTar 31T o7t als gsal, fasrmer &1 a5
HH TG UTelell IRV T T 3T Folel & STA-Hgear uiad & v iRt s sfaeara qrear gram,
3T ST & WG I HFATT ol TIGAT 19|

Starer 3T ¥ Ave F dA-alS gae & AT o Ae B @l € 399 s gt & & gere
fe@mar ST 1 e & FE Soed @ IR A F ST AT AT F R R gem| St & gt
o ar #F B F AT

7



