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Working Solutions

Reasonable minimum wages address one labour market issue. Too few jobs, is the
bigger problem

TOI Editorials

UP govt moved swiftly - and rightly - to raise minimum wages in NCR zones Noida and Ghaziabad, after
protests by factory workers in Noida. The protest should have been anticipated, though, since the trigger
was Haryana raising its minimum wages from April 1. That meant higher wages in NCR’s Gurgaon and
Faridabad. But setting minimum wages is a delicate dance. For instance, the new rate for skilled workers
in Noida and Ghaziabad - a little less than 16,900 pm - is still lower than Delhi’s, about X22,400 pm for
skilled workers. Haryana’s new skilled-worker rate is ¥18,500; for highly skilled workers, it's ¥19,425. Yes,
there is a solid argument for NCR neighbourhoods to have uniform wage policy, accounting for industry
diversity and market needs. But when four different govts set minimum wages in what is essentially one
economic area, it’s a recipe for trouble.

NCR is India’s largest labour market. But even after decades, it doesn’t match up to the South’s handling of
manufacturing investment. NCR govts could take a leaf out of TN’s ecosystem for investors. Companies set
up shop in land already allotted, and infra and worker housing complexes, built. In employer-worker
disputes, govt is a mediator , not a party. State protects workers’ rights, but isn’t indifferent to capital’s
needs.

But, there’s a larger problem still. India is not creating enough good jobs, aka, regular, wage-paying, factory
jobs in light manufacturing. So, too many people are chasing too few jobs. Some pundits say this bus has
left, and India shouldn’t chase after it. Others disagree. The truth may lie somewhere in between. Get into
more basic manufacturing, but train millions of young Indians for certain services jobs, too. Not easy. But
better, certainly, than dealing with angry workers.
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Reservation ruse

Women’s empowerment is an excuse to undermine federal equity
Editorial

In a Parliament sitting convened from April 16, the Union
government is seeking to advance women’s empowerment, but
as part of a wider legislative package: the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2026, and a companion Delimitation Bill. The
stated rationale is the operationalisation of the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam (the 106th Amendment of 2023), which
reserves one-third of Lok Sabha and Assembly seats for women
but was tied to a post-Census delimitation. The government’s
insistence on bundling women'’s reservation with delimitation
suggests that the former is being used as political cover for the
latter: a sweeping reallocation of Lok Sabha seats that would
reshape the federal composition of Parliament to the advantage
of States where the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) enjoys electoral
dominance, and at the expense of States where it has been historically weak.

When India’s decennial Census was delayed for more than five years without a definitive or rational
explanation from the BJP-led Union government, the political logic was not hard to discern. The 2021
Census was first postponed citing COVID-19, but no reason was offered for the successive deferrals that
followed, until it was quietly announced that the exercise would be carried out in 2026-27. Under the
Constitution, the freeze on inter-State distribution of Lok Sabha seats, pegged to the 1971 Census, was set
to expire only after the first Census conducted after the year 2026 was published. This meant that in the
normal course, delimitation would have been based on the 2031 Census. By delaying the Census to 2026-
27,the government ensured that the delimitation exercise could be initiated on its preferred timeline, using
the 2026-27 Census rather than one conducted in 2031.

Now, perhaps realising that any delimitation exercise would itself take years to conclude after the 2026-
27 Census, and therefore not be ready even for the 2029 Lok Sabha elections, the government appears to
be in a tearing hurry to proceed with delimitation on the basis of the last completed Census, that of 2011.
The 131st Amendment Bill amends Articles 55, 81, 82,170, 330, 332, and 334A of the Constitution. Its most
consequential changes are the following. First, it raises the ceiling on Lok Sabha membership from 530
elected members from States and 20 from Union Territories to 815 and 35 respectively, to a potential
House of 850. Second, it replaces the existing constitutional definition of “population”, which specifies the
1971 Census for seat allocation and the 2001 Census for boundary demarcation, with an open-ended
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formulation: population shall mean the Census “as Parliament may by law determine.” The choice of which
Census to use is no longer left to the Constitution but will depend on ordinary legislation, changeable by
simple majority. Third, it deletes the third proviso to Articles 82 and 170 entirely. A freeze on seat
allocation that has been in place since the 42nd Amendment of 1976, and extended by the 84th Amendment
of 2001, guaranteed States that had stabilised their populations that they would not lose parliamentary
seats as a consequence. This safeguard is now removed.

Members of the Union Cabinet, including Home Minister Amit Shah and Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal,
had assured the country that the existing proportion of seats held by each State will be maintained through
a uniform increase. But this assurance finds no place in the constitutional amendment. Article 81(2)(a),
retained unchanged, mandates that the ratio between seats and population shall be the same for all States
“so far as practicable” which is a population-proportionality requirement and does not preserve existing
proportions.

Based on 2011 Census data, a purely population-proportional allocation to an 850-seat House would
produce sharply unequal increases across regions. The Hindi-heartland States (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, and Delhi), which currently hold 207 of
543 seats, would secure 366 — a 77% increase, with their share rising from 38.1% to 43.1%. The southern
States (Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala, and Puducherry), with 132 seats now,
would receive only 176, a 33% increase, while their share would drop from 24.3% to 20.7%. The eastern
States would slip from 14.4% to 13.7%; the North-East from 4.4% to 3.8%. The west and the northern non-
Hindi States would remain roughly unchanged. States that spent decades building their health
infrastructure, educational access, and women’s agency that brought fertility down now face a reduction
in their share of democratic power, while States that lagged on these indicators stand to gain the most
seats. The already weakened fiscal federalism would now be compounded by diminished political
representation for socio-economically advanced States.

That this legislation is being rushed through, with barely any time for public debate, just days before voters
in two crucial States go to the polls, makes the timing even more suspect. There is no reason why women'’s
reservation cannot be implemented within the existing 543-seat Lok Sabha by designating constituencies
for women on a rotational basis, an approach the Opposition had pressed for after the passage of the 106th
Amendment. MPs from States that stand to lose proportional representation in the Lok Sabha must resist
the bulldozing of legislation on an issue that strikes at the federal foundations of the Indian Union. The
consequences of letting this amendment pass are too grave to contemplate.

3



&
www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (15-Apr-26)

HfAF renfa

HUTGHhI T

Date: 15-04-26

Ig YA Hehd el T ool @ A IMaHATEY 79N & ACsT F AfAH & RA-yede & A1 92 & ferffeln
T A T AT S8 o @1 &1 AT At Avwsr & sf@w 3 5F 92 A= | Shis ud sk ), 98 T8
Iarar § & sus O Fis 8 aifayr o, Fife I8 Gea-aHeg J80 F TJhae T3 g&ar J AfAs g5t
W 3R 3T 3R 3RTSTehdl T HGRT AhT el T HAHIA H| g AT 3R & AN & 30ad & AHA &
arforer &1 Y@iferd dr fohar S @ 8, ofohed 3R 38 TFT W@ STHT HeTeh FAT oTal o2 AIUaT H AfHd
& T AT AT &Y T &, FHHT AT AT Y o g ART A7 AR wRraeT o, FifF a6 gefy #
AHCT &g feal ggel 3R WHAT dF 3 AT AT, 51 gRAT & TEAH & HHART & ddel # Fofer a3 &
TS| SHAT AT TSI &1F ATST & AfAS I 3 93T Frefifeh [Hear & 3 AT Hl gT Ha & fow
SIeTE, aRETSH, AdeT T & AT T H o HS @0 fhU 3R 3ol AV FAEBT | fGuR s
1 off a1 e, Aot el FRT & AfAF Fse 7 gUl F sEiaT R #S 3 fw & fAv wsH @
UT? SHT IMRHT AT Folaal gldl & Tob Teh al 3o iasomat i ot foremer o forar am=m, Ser & Rl &
T adeT & &elr 1S Hegr e AT IR qER AT fead T FEIRAHB & AR W HH H&A arell Afgeny o
hl W 3R S| WY 3AHT ddeT dl 3AHT HGT 9T & I 8iar g1 37H d¥ W 3% THST 7 8 |
HTH T T Fig [FIAT 181 gl

g 81 ¢ o AITsT & AAS $1 Far & dlg ToF TR AT AR @ 39 doad A geid & o & §rg veh
vy gfAfa aifesd & & 915 §, 3 3AFT AR WX AR el Afhd 39 A 7 g TER A 3/ AT g,
Fifh aArusT Hr RS 3efa FT 3R 37 TSI W 7 98 har g1 U F HfAw 3rnfa Fi5 A5 arq F&r
g, olfchel ST o § €T Toh ofd THT 91 AU H Fgl W Sl a3 YA W HEEMRT o §ar &I €1 g Argsr
el HcAAS &7 & AT Jg AT &F # & AR AfAwr A fgar & 3m @er oy Jor gol sfAwr @
YA ART W HT HASR 8, olfehel Hb A W I d 3Ugd N a6 YT € JhaT HT| e 3o
39gd & HT & ToId ATl T BiFAT ofd THI dh & Wl & o Fad S FJhdT 3¢ & JTAT |
e JehdaTel 3eITAdt @ oY g1, SHTAT 3eieht T&T oY Far Sirelr =TigC|
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HS GATITIHT FHT HHTHTT § STIIOTAT

IfecT Reer, (s dd-difa @evs §)

HeAIUHRT Tod H HAGI H 0= Hr fAST a3
Hecdqol AN 5 gl Ffedt g el Twenm e #
Fifecea o oY I8 Ieow fohar a1 & Il ToT dgR =
UGl Tl ARl & dl 38 31Ul Seldl T HellHITd SATThRY
gt ofgu| Fifeca &1 AT ar & S TsT 39 AR Hr
IAUTAT T8 T, 98 IUSR H AT Har gl Hifas 3k
HIAUT 3T FRONT T AR 7 off TR T 37 W STAM0TAT
T T A S AHUFR 3Tl G A1, T 3Hdd: B T AR
SH LIl I YRIA U O H STAerorelr T faferae e3nd o
g S &1 i 9RA faRg & wAfRe SerEEar arer 4 g,
sﬂﬁvm@r%maﬁmwﬁa@ﬁm
&l arell g1 SHH 30 oT@ & 3T I0TAT T arel, ThaeTeh 3R RRT AGT deb 140 IS JARA™T & 33
YR GBI S & I ok & 3T e 3N O @ & W aal # Toiad drell Ig faeg &1 qad a3
WRIMEfAh Sharde gled S W 81 $H SO 6 Ueh faRwar Ig o § 6 98 9t e Bfoed &7 & &
SEalT| Ty HRART ARTR 16 39131 & 3T Teh WiES o HILIH & TG 0T F Tohdd o THb YR
ol AT ST 3R faeh T@T a7 B 0 Fcllehledsh 31 & AT SEH ST 3ThiETV o TeheH TISC g

Wﬁm@@@ﬁﬁmﬂwm%%ﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁwwmm%ﬁer
ATET F SR 1865 3R 1872 F & fohar aram| grofifh e VA arde Teh ATYT gl o1 a5 Ar 3 Taf wiar
& @I 30 P THAT T T 37T AT IV 1881 H AR && Ugell IR A IR & T T FAeT07eAT
g‘rtrrs‘afrlWqﬁ%mq@ﬁﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁmwéﬁmﬁw-wmasw
I A AT T A SIRY T THAT & WY SAN0TAT & GRaA T Ta&T 8 seeldl ar| 1872 A1 3eqea &
AT 1799 &, [SeTdl ‘hlel dgl el & @ 3ih Fo ol w61 fhar amar a1l Fgl 1901 1 STF0r=r & i
# caTdl & I & qpT I3, St A 9HAafien GRS teh [T graf@shdr Y| grenife 2011 T & 9= g51@ A
STAIOTAT o YaTEeT T ST, Folelel AT, HidbIeT & 31 3ed AR feeaiorar & 53 faEga 3hsi &
FATE Al AR fohaT| W 7 g gl 3T &1 1N o ST T & FHeT 3R Tgo3it 1 gfafes
gl 8l &

q F 2021 FT ST FET g US| $HS qS Teh YAW HRUT HfAs AGAN W&, [S@d el graf@sand
THITH Feol 7S A 3R sceh a1 vemafars ufshar dera g 781 fo@ @ @1 Y o $o Fare ar 3ad &
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¢ [ FIfas O e & 2022 d& Ufaar 16T &g d& AT & 15 247 3R 2023 & daR 2024 T STAITOTAT
1 wfhar & TR e & v Jemser off o, dfehet 3@ ARf o 3ndfera g &€t fohw 91T 91T| S Sfererorer
30 HET g5 & 3T Jioarier HTGTAT ST 2025 7 30$ AR IFF 15 A qC Jg THHAT IR £ B
SHH Fel ST Tohcll & foh AT 8T T dl X & §Tal, elfched ST I ATIST ST AT HideT g

wﬁﬁaﬁéaaamasm%mwaw‘rzouﬁgéammasmwﬁrwm TET, Safeh 39 el
qﬁ‘{%uagﬁmmﬁaaﬂﬁrwwlaﬁaﬁlsmwmaﬂéwaﬁMIsﬁmﬁrﬁm
HRAIT o 379 FT T § TodeT haT| cTaard seel| 3 N DI A §e1 1T & o A e
ﬁa%ﬂm—%@m*aﬂﬁaﬂwaﬁaﬁmwymmgmﬁmmmafrzoua:
STITOTAT & 37Tehs aﬁrgtr%ﬂ HeAUTHRT AIST13il AR st g & v I8 Qe aReed 3faa =g

UG AN TRUNA T dhael HRT Fodal AT HeHifde AT 61 81 MUHAST F o AR Aifa-fAATar
3THNET T ¥ o HFA I HAENERT a1 dATfoie aRTEATAIT &7 3Tehcled FXal & foIU SATOTAT HI gr 39aT
IMUR Sl ¢l ST T FAT & 15 T R g7 ' 37 MUR W AHR ool dlell TR aedfdh gl S
qIeEl| 56 i SIE-O [Agerfadr AT gl 997 faauer ety @i ¢ o &

SAINVTAT 2027 H FATEIRT § AUF 1 95T $© & W 0 g1 AT & Toh Ige] § AT TF Fqrerast
ﬁw%m,%ﬁﬁm%aﬁ%@aﬁwmﬁmlwwmmﬁamﬂﬁ
R IRERT R & IR 8, S deerd §U & A IHENIAT H et ¥ A IfWoyFd & warl 7
STAITUTAT SEH FUR T AT ST FAT| $HH 1931 dIg Ygell IR ST T a0 o Hir S WE g
g Heal Hrh faarereue g1 g8 gaT # golldl ool dld $hgd ¢ o Sifadat i1 o & foer segmoery
IS T TRl Tl Gl J Adl TATAT ST ThdT| STaTh 58P AR Fed ¢ [ 98 AT $Hr d @w
3R T TRl €, e AfauTe & Yuem Fd U FHAC H 1 g ATl Al & gellelt # I 7 Fo
<H &1 SeruTer H I T Teh FoIg STl STeAdOTT @l ofehd giatm 8ff FIArs S @ehd § T 3@ WE W
3T ST ST AT g1 39 e & IAlg TWeAT 819 b S FATST 39e FHEITT $T AIAT 718, 98 3eAhr
TATTST 8 FTET T TRl Tg T § & Siaewrer & & a Afy FAr F AT 3R F T | S [aa
Uy T T o, 98 THUS T @ F @), A Tg U B g IS @ F 3927 e g, I
3T FT A€ W 6ol & T 3T+ gl
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