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Magnetic Strongmen And Their Limits
ET Editorial

On Sunday, voters in Hungary triggered a tectonic shift, signalling they had had enough of their country
being turned into a ‘Petri dish for illiberalism’ by PM Viktor Orban and his Fidesz party. Orban’s defeat
not only stands out for its sheer scale but also serves as a stark reminder that the tide of populism does
recede. Sixteen years of supermajority rule enabled the one-time liberal democrat to reshape the
constitution in ways that entrenched his hold on power, making the electorate’s verdict even more
consequential.

Orban’s defeat underscores a basic democratic truth, even in systems that drive towards illiberalism: the
greatest failure of any political class is its inability to read the changing public mood. Whether the
emphatic two-thirds victory for Péter Magyar and Tisza Party marks a durable return to liberal
democracy remains to be seen. A former Orban loyalist, Magyar joined Tisza only in 2024, making the
scale and speed of this shift striking.

There are broader lessons here for Orban’s peers. ‘Strongman magnetism’ — almost always doused with
nationalism and other atavistic ingredients — offers diminishing returns, particularly in societies that
realise that bumper stickers and catchy slogans doth not alone good governance make. It becomes
progressively harder to demonise ‘outsiders’ when economic realities require more attention than
glorious promises. At some point, populist politics exhausts its supply of enemies. Voters, ultimately, are
guided by more immediate concerns: economic stability, opportunity, living standards. When
governments lose sight of these priorities, alienation follows. Populism can deliver, but only up to a point.
Orban’s case is a lesson others would do well to heed, even as they flex their muscles.
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Parched again

Bengaluru is treating water supply as infinitely expandable
Editorial

While Karnataka as a whole is improving its water security,
Bengaluru is dealing with extreme groundwater withdrawal. The
State drew 66% of the groundwater that it could sustainably
extract in 2025, but Bengaluru East Taluka drew 378%. The
sustainably extractable volume of groundwater is based on how
much withdrawal will deplete the aquifer, so while 378% does
not mean Bengaluru East has depleted its groundwater, it is
reminiscent of an ongoing crisis that has, once again, turned
acute. The Bengaluru region lies on crystalline rock that already
stores little water and recharges slowly. The city further
concentrates demand in areas with higher population density
and per-capita consumption, including ‘tech parks’ and
apartment complexes. The built-up area of such urban infrastructure also suppresses recharge by
percolating rainwater. A growing fraction of the population depends on water from the Cauvery, which
comes with a high expansion cost. Thus, the problem has a natural basis but has been compounded over
the years by inconsiderate urbanisation, where the costs — monetary and, increasingly, existential — are
being passed on to the populace.

In 2024, a weak monsoon left nearly half of Bengaluru’s 14,000 borewells dry. The government launched
a project to supply 775 million litres per day to 110 villages and lower groundwater stress. But to date,
the project has achieved only midway coverage, leaving many residents still banking on tankers. A 2026
study found that the crisis has since moved to Koramangala and Hebbal. The Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board has also been using treated sewage water to recharge lakes. It seems Bengaluru is
treating supply as infinitely expandable when it is not. Its preference for grey over green infrastructure
has sealed the ground against replenishment while the increasing demand liquidates ecological capital.
The city does not manage its pipeline supply, groundwater, and wastewater together, allowing
consumers to default to the most convenient solution: tankers. Authorities need to minimise distribution
losses and penalise overextraction and mandate 100% decentralised wastewater recycling for all non-
potable uses. The ideal long-term solution remains unchanged: Bengaluru needs to become a ‘sponge
city’. This includes restoring the connections between lakes and wells to capture monsoon runoff, thus
aligning land-use planning with the recharge capacity of each taluka, and overall sealing the ground less
and increasing absorption on the surface.
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fore aFedar e @1 AR demRar &1 3t Sl gadr e JE g

HIRTAT AT FEER THST o 30¢ Tgoll U6 Jera & afe g 3eqeg-onfadl & aafoie o & fied
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THSTAT AT & Tohcl @ gl TAehlel, dCaRT a0 # IS | [Seadl & 30¢ 3ega eh{d‘g'(fah%T, ‘H 3T
fhcTer Ug geT §, ST, NSSH Tg Ul T §, GART Hafell gt g1 o1aT T6e gyasel Al Seghed s aar
feam o o fasrreter @ Turl enfd 3R werfay wurid 1€t gl 3 AEeAE R 3R 3T arfhedr=T A,
SEY GATUI 61 BN, W 3oTeht fondll o w1éT ol
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HRA A Sfadie I g HARST A a¢adie & gaear N 397 FaEERd Afdat # oy wd 3eddar #
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I Tl & R ARG def MY A AR TS AT W EHS HT I IR QAT W AgH TS,
e ¢, gferar 1 ARG & AR 7L gl Fed dor B A vanfad g & HARET B P ara
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