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Beginning and end
The state must allow its citizens the right to die with dignity

Editorial

The incontrovertible nature of both life and death makes

them fiendishly difficult to legislate or adjudicate.

Interfering with the very elemental beginning and end

. points of life must seem daunting. Nothing else can

". ﬂ '% explain the long dalliance that laws have had with
;\-‘ \ ) | euthanasia to facilitate the intentional ending of a life,

V _“JJ globally. In India, last week, the Supreme Court, in a

- ,Fﬁ landmark decision, approved the withdrawal of life

= support, including artificial nutrition and hydration, for
o “_p_‘u_-'-—u BE G Harish Rana, who went into a persistent vegetative state
(PVS) following a head injury over 12 years ago.
Invoking the constitutional idea of dignity, the Court
observed that it would not be compatible with temporarily keeping alive a terminally ill patient who is brain
dead or in a PVS, only because it is possible to leverage technological advancements to do so. This forces a life
of indignity: patients endure a slow, agonising death. As the end of life approaches, a loss of control over
human faculties denudes life of its meaning, it added. The Court went on to expand the right to live with dignity
under Article 21 to encompass the right to die with dignity. In India, in the absence of legislation on the subject,
the courts have consistently had to engage with the euthanasia question over the years. The Smt. Gian Kaur vs
The State Of Punjab (1996) case might have set off the trend, but the debate entered the public realm with the
Aruna Shanbaug petition in 2011. The Court, in this instance, did not allow for euthanasia as the nurses caring
for her demurred, but went on to lay down guidelines for withdrawing or the withholding of medical treatment
or medical support to allow for natural death. In 2018, a Supreme Court Constitution Bench held that the right
to die with dignity is a fundamental right.

Besides benefitting Harish Rana in the instant case, the judgment will undoubtedly make it easy for terminally
ill patients and their families ‘to let go’. As technology advances in leaps and bounds, more life-preserving
hacks will become available to all who are able to pay for them but could erode the patient’s dignity. The
judgment is intended to introduce compassion into end-of-life care for patients with unalterable medical
conditions. The concept of a living will, a legal document empowering individuals to state their preferences for
medical treatment in situations where they become incapacitated, vegetative or are unable to communicate,
again endorsed by the Court, must also be popularised. In the grey zones, it is the law that can give people the
courage to take the right call.
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YR’ & GRAT-eqaedT & FHA-aT I At fAasfh
Af IW, ( 7F FHT 7A 3R "W )

fod A ¢ FAe d U H;T ggel MMARRS
TG0 WA IR &7 Y| 38 WgR &gl I g
FE AgAQl exdEsl Thsl H 9 g 3R daw
SfAfhATT ot arell TR&T TaeUT I Ush IS & &
Jeolel 1 TiCehT il B FHHT 368T ARG
GR&T HEUWT T Teh AT Tolgeh YA AT B

HRA SET A1 Il G2l & HTcishale & S5 W@ &
g 9 YF GI A, AT WhEAT o HGIMfAearT
qifegd @8 & @ A RS e @
AHedl ¥ 3cdlfed gl del IEd ART & ™o
39T T thaelr fohar Tl

SF R FE F HATIR & fagiEl @ A awgdr 3grarfedt 3N e-Fraer qur sEfAE ' o
4R sicadh deh- Hdehdic & A AN $T 376qera fondll o 3 dor & 3 fafawraret ik Sreenrfern
T &l

UfETide &7 & $RA o 3HTdehdle T HAHAT TR Ao Gfafshanst, Jodiv o8 AT Sepl aes 3R
faffieer woif@ar v reer-3raer gfhamt F Aegd ¥ R &1 3 § d ToI-TalT t-RIReH
TFarsy (37397) I, TETT TSTAAT haX oldT-3elel IRl & e Hiar A 3R ISR &1 JTeA-9er
9 TRl g & dTe €1 BT UT| $EY U SHaEAT &, S U HATId GIAT dhad Hedl A H Tl
IRI-CloRy T JAISTST do gr AT | A

‘W’wmwsuﬁﬁmmmﬁw?mwaﬁqmwwwu facura Taifta = §, St
R T GIET FAEUT H Tohll AR FHeaT HT A HY| fhdl TaSel uddersh 1 g hael wAlhTAEr &l
Teh HTUROT Gofaleel ol Hebell §
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dfhet o1& 2o & 1993 & HFag UAWh, 2001 # HHG W gHem iR 2008 # 2611 Sl Frafear giel g,
36H I5 39 a1 B o ¥ f 8w § 6 gaw asg dr grenm wefad @ w8 ash § e
83T &

B FERT-REl-g Alsad T g DAAT-BEE & Alsd W FH HdT §, T e H &afa &
Ffdfshar S & S99 §8 W SR o T ol Sled € 7 30| sHH GRAAT-gEer MR HNars W g
fear amar § 3R #7e ol deX (Hh) T RIeT-crsd 3TT-THIHUT YuTlell & g & I@T 3137 &

Sige TrEeh BIY 3ol Sefoeid & Ay Heh & AP AT Hilhd Hleh TH (UGN HT 3GET IHeAT-3e0T
sHAl H FH F f gy H FACT FEr AR Tw gRAREd wen § F usw o gfew iR S
TS QAT Ueh gHfedd AT & dgd HI B

TR IYfAF G- S FF-3maid gadel 3R FuR ufeweee @ o Tuse w9 @ G #ar § 3R
IS YUY T 3dehdley dAeds & ITGelS I UgIdT &1 T & Ig g T g¥ 37aTA- yRFs Rae
O oot 3ifad AR der & fAT-TIATAT Y ATAT el T STTEAT HIAT §, dlich hlofel T Tl shael
Tsh ART o I§ S0, Sfcsh Tg ARG Fel o T o1 fob Tishdrera Jiedl & dod gr8-AIhsd Hiceer
AT STardcer & 99 o Tohl

g TISCHhIUT THEAT & Hel HROT H o FNOT T &1 AGEOSRT ® &Fr a=ar ik gd a1d
EHeRiFT § & FoR 3R caarcas 3um Hafi-53) 3dedrg & 3o Iear ¢ ohd 2

% 37T Ig gTdiasl 3foiced FecigNaor & dod @R W 8 €U Sar §- WHaR dd, 3 dg 3k
a9, forcciaddT arelcd 3R ST ST deahelient & ATY AR HIH HIAT ¢l

9gLETel, ‘WER T FholcT & U 30 T i ol o Tgam off Sl 8, TSt & 3 Farert S el
U Sf3T @ §, dheilehl T § NS § 3N T TSTd & I64T 7 WBd 81 57 oAl # Tdh-Uell dF
HIeTohih el & T 9RIETOT 3R AT o & HRY faer & 3raegenar qsaf|

T # HRA T FI&T WENTTAT MG eTdEdelt # aar & S df| AfeheT s SR & YgR aEdasl
I Gl AR I AIST Feh ARTRDT A IFARSET FHSTI- Al 1 HT=AT Gidaetridl & el fer g
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fradr STaEeE!

oY oY el a1 &S 3Rgdrer & AU 9 379 Sfiae &7 & & fow sra € dfha S9 agi 3ahr
S SfEH # 93 ST, o gHehl SFEACRY fhgeht 87 Rafehcar &1 cuaarg o= R g # g SE g )
3Tt 7 SE e e AIAr B @ f S &, 3 R AT 3o Treas gl foeel @ e
RIIhICT, SN, EHCHEE 3R S dh Ff SHIET T 30T o9 &l geaisit & AJsit &1 Ald H o
HTAHA Tt GI&T ATl H R ORATgr I8 | NS & heeh H WIGR &Y T 6T TSR @R
oo TaEel AfShel Hlelsl Td IETarel H V0T 3T &S & foIv qad griaia qoe fhear wef &
o 8 AR 3EA wA @ HAH ¥ FG H Ad @ 7 IR AR Rfecar HAARY gfew v T§ a9 ©
Sdfh HEGHN 7 T A Ted & Uod & @ Rifhcar dEu= # AET § qUT F 3G R H
feraa & | gare & & Far ggi 3P geaTm & Ay AT w6l aree el fhar o W@ ar ? 9
STRATE! & STarece! el 8?7 I8 quc & § o 3Udrell & 39T o9 1 gea3i & el goe =gl forar
IAT| HS STIET I aF 9T & Fa1d & AT Agl &, Al Hgl ATdhlele] A T 3Fad cgaear gr o)
Igl deh o feTerss GRat JAvT 6t A Hehe S W o o o 3reddrel &1 et & sl § 3R
F & 3 W HIS HI FRAS glal ¢l BIC AT F ol AGLHRI deh 7 IHHAA g0 oferg el 3R i
3ETcTer TS dY Srsdw 3R GRET FAOGT & Fold U Sd € FAT 06T HeSd Heehdl T ooRargr 3R
RFRINGT T ATeeNe & o THT & TohaT § ? FAC O T Rfhcar et & 30 & 991d & Area
r FafAd iR el @ S f S @Rl g #r & aden § % ader # wfa wiEa que
Rfrcar Fe7 & w1t F 7S A ST T TS| 3T T GeAT Y ST P SN, dAfhd sTF RFR
AU o ws 'Y dile F ALY A

Live
_(;(\;)E.c“gn! Date: 17-03-26
3l I

HUTEhIT

4



&
AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (17-Mar-26)

SI-3ANAT ey YT §U I FEA § Sl god S I, Al AT g It ST T 1 T@
ey 931 R & g1, sfes AT &1 39AT g1 oy A el Rb § Jfdarr g 38T o | 81 Jeu
Uehel &I I FeRe ¢, T AR & SIER FeAEN 58 e & v IR 1t &1 T &0 30391d gl
T T STl §, BIS STTSHSHEYT W AR i FAT® gl ST™ &1 Tgel AR Isgufd Seles 0
I T QT AT foh a8 ST R grdl &1 SMuar 3R gt Al W & g7 IS | 3T T§ HH T AT Sofehl
el w67 A 97 @ 8, o Segial died 3R A & Fe&g Sl Y Teh TRE § oIelhRT & 6 T G 30 Ty
AET I Gordll & T 3T 30| 58 o, WHIR A FHTd dof HT HHAT @ 105 SioR id el ok
YT IS §| Aedd A, Tg X T A ey H AMHT A F Th AT @ Tohell &, S oY & U H @
g1 Her &1 3 § - gl Y gode BT F1S o FIRYT ST ¥ FA F FHT grel |

3 THE oY & TIY A q@dl T IEH I §, 3harel iR S\theh HT SEAATA| IhaTel HT STSR T
I ¢ T el ST & AT Hafew A & 7 gl I g e § Ul gled bl G 30 8, o el sorraeT
& dfed Adl & s $ @R 30 &1 e 1 ST g & AT gormgel Adr 3men aifsar sl #d &,
o o waSee AF SIF IR ST §1 IE TS AT Jeu &, Forae vt dar e A e
A & AT WA F SR A E gl Thedh & IYfAs R H Iy g Tah a1d § % R o
ST FT g1 & TAT 3THT 'ANhAA AT BT TITTd 1 3R SoRITS Hl el AdTAT HI "Shered’ arfee, ar
A o A AL Bl AT HT ARAT T SEH TN & AR H FedlS HUAT "SR Iar gehr g1 3o
gehrehd g & T gfaar favare ar 3ifaeara i 9 Ale® 3R W e &1 ear @, faord &gt @ € &
Rl W ER® T dedR AT I} A, JFARST Ace 3R Tdeaar & g H THed ol o § Al AT I
SR 3Tl UST §, I 3Tk AT & G &1 Heg H g g1 967 W ¢ S WU, T & 7P ug ¢
I oATeT T T gl A, W ITST 37¢ $HNT Ulg 31T @Y 81 TE U T ¢ foh gfavar A ey mmgrerfera
YAGRDU BloAl ST &, T3 3173 aoFd & @R < A1y T3 g ¢

STET e AR BT I &, @ 3§ g A A A I Aed A ¢, Al sga ar 7@ feemsel, | da-da
dr fohoeld AN e QM| del & AHS A HRA & A o glel T hIAT TGhl gepled! T30 |
Wé?ﬁtf?:rs’qu Jfee AT § 3R 3@ HJeled AU ol &1 ST6T HRA H Teh dIqhiSIl & 1Y
T & AT T &, o af, W AT i & Y SUA T e At A Taw dilest Y 9aw E| 99 gE A
HRAGT &I T oA ST T@T g1 3Hehel HAGR I JUS, AT 3R T 37 oA F #ARA & AT 45 3500
g dfl 39 gey YE @ & dg F HAd 2,20,000 HRAT we g & FER Tg g0 AR 3w
T foF RAAT o S T facer # FA F HA GRAET @l |
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