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Local Sourcing Key to Weapons ‘Autonomy’
ET Editorial

India has remained the world’s second-largest arms buyer despite a strong indigenisation drive, finds Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (Sipri). The top buyer is Ukraine, a country at war. So, effectively, India
is the preeminent arms importer and is likely to retain this status for a while. That does not, however, detract
from its efforts to make more of its weapons systems at home. India is the fastest-growing major economy and
defence expenditure — so goes the general calculus — must keep up. Which translates into higher imports as
well as local sourcing. Since indigenisation is starting off from a small base, imports will have to fill in till
domestic capacity is achieved.

Import substitution in military hardware has a nuanced relationship with combat-readiness. As a country
imports more to be battle-ready, it can keep raising the localisation bar with foreign arms suppliers. This is
easier to achieve in a competitive arms market. India’s lowering its dependence on Russia as its principal arms
supplier. In the bargain, it’s shopping around more on its terms as the world’s major arms buyer. Its strategic
orientation allows it to cast a wide net, which should come in handy for local vendor development. Yet, there
remain issues with domestic delivery timelines the military factors into its purchase decisions.

Combat-readiness also has to incorporate the changing nature of warfare. The indigenisation drive evolves in
accordance. It may be easier to acquire domestic capability in areas like Al and cyber warfare, where India has
a large enough talent pool and easier access to tech. A broad reading of the country’s arms imports may not
provide sufficient insights into the emerging local capabilities for tomorrow’s wars.
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Catch them young

Increasing activity, eating healthy meals will help keep obesity away
Editorial

The phrase ‘catch them young’ has acquired a perverse
. slant in a world grappling with a galloping non-
communicable diseases epidemic. The full gamut of
l(s conditions that comprise metabolic diseases, usually
e impacting people with advancing age, are affecting even
children, studies show. The recently released World
Obesity Atlas 2026 delivers a true shocker. As per the
report, released on World Obesity Day (March 4), in
2025, there were 14.9 million children in the 5-9 years
group and more than 26.4 million children in the 10-19
o ’ - age group in India who were overweight or obese. About
ﬁ—\‘ . Q\‘; 41 million children had a high BMI rate. Further,
. estimates suggest that by 2040, 20 million children in
India will be obese and 56 million will be overweight. The
report also estimates that at least 120 million children of
school-going age are expected to have early signs of chronic illnesses such as hypertension and
cardiovascular disease due to weight, in 2040. While, globally, China leads both categories, with 62
million children with high BMI and 33 million with obesity, India comes second, and is tailed by the
United States (27 million high BMI; 13 million obesity). With such high obesity figures, the attendant
health statistics too are unacceptably off the charts: In India, children aged 5-19 years with disease
indicators attributed to high BMI, including hypertension, diabetes, hyperglycaemia, high cholesterol, and
metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD) are projected to rise substantially by
2040. The risk factors are similar to adult-onset metabolic conditions, broadly categorised as insufficient
activity and consumption of unhealthy foods. Other aspects, mentioned as causes, include poor access to
healthy school meals for primary and secondary grade children, and sub-optimal breast feeding for
infants aged 1-5 months.

¢

Clearly, not enough is being done to stem this tide of growing childhood obesity. The World Obesity
Federation calls for greater action and emphasis on monitoring in terms of marketing restrictions and
sugar levies on packaged food products. Experts have also called for restrictions on marketing packaged
foods to children, sincere implementation of global physical activity recommendations for children,
ensuring the mandatory breastfeeding period for infants, and healthier school food standards, besides
integration of prevention and care into primary health systems. It is worrisome that obesity and
overweight, once associated with higher-income countries, are now catching up rapidly in low- and
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middle-income countries. If nothing is done at this stage, the gains that the nation expects from its youth,
even as it heads towards a grey path, will be hollowed out. The only way out is to catch them young, even
before non-communicable diseases can.

Date: 11-03-26

Reevaluating the office of the Speaker

No-confidence motions against the Speaker have been extremely rare in India’s
parliamentary history

Ahmed Raza, [ Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, MANUU ]

The recent no-confidence motion moved by the Opposition against Om Birla has reignited the debate over the
constitutional position and accountability of the office of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. While such motions are
rare, their significance lies not merely in the possibility of removal but in what they reveal about the functioning
of parliamentary institutions and the evolving conventions surrounding the Speaker’s office.

The office of the Speaker is one of the most critical pillars of India’s parliamentary democracy. As the presiding
officer of the Lok Sabha, the Speaker ensures orderly debate, enforces the rules of procedure, safeguards the
rights of members, and maintains the balance between government authority and the voice of the Opposition.
The Constitution establishes the Speaker as an impartial arbiter expected to rise above party politics once
elected. Convention demands that the office be exercised with neutrality and fairness. The Speaker’s authority
extends to several crucial functions such as the recognition of members, interpretation of procedural rules,
disciplinary powers, and the certification of Money Bills. These powers significantly shape legislative outcomes
and parliamentary debates, and because of this influence, the constitutional framework provides strong
protections to ensure that the Speaker cannot be removed easily for political reasons.

The process for removal

The procedure for the removal of the Speaker is deliberately stringent. According to Article 94(c) under the
Constitution, the Speaker can be removed only through a resolution passed by a majority of all the members of
the Lok Sabha, not merely those present and voting. This high threshold reflects the intent to safeguard the
stability and dignity of the office. The process begins when a member submits a written notice to the Secretary-
General of the Lok Sabha seeking removal. At least 14 days’ notice must be given before the motion can be
taken up. Once admitted, the motion requires the support of at least 50 members to proceed for discussion in the
House. The procedural framework governing this process is laid down in the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Lok Sabha, specifically Rules 200 to 203. The rules mandate that the resolution must clearly state
the charges against the Speaker. During the debate on such a motion, the Speaker may participate in the
proceedings as a member of the House, and while the Speaker can vote on the resolution in the first instance,
he/she cannot exercise their vote in case of a tie.

No-confidence motions against the Speaker have been extremely rare in India’s parliamentary history. Only
three such attempts have occurred — in 1954, against G. V. Mavalankar; in 1966, against Hukam Singh; and in
1987, against Balram Jakhar. In all three cases, the motions failed. These precedents demonstrate the political
and procedural difficulty involved in removing a Speaker.
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Larger impact

Although the present motion may not result in the Speaker’s removal, it carries broader institutional
significance. It reminds presiding officers that their authority derives from the collective confidence of the
legislature. The Speaker’s credibility depends heavily on the perception of impartiality. Allegations of partisan
conduct can weaken public confidence in parliamentary processes.

While the high constitutional threshold ensures that the Speaker is not vulnerable to routine political pressure, it
still allows a democratic mechanism for accountability.

However, several challenges affect the functioning of the Speaker’s office. First, there is a growing perception
of politicisation. In recent years, decisions on matters such as disqualification of legislators under the anti-
defection law or certification of Money Bills have often been viewed through a partisan lens. Second, frequent
confrontations between the ruling party and the Opposition have led to procedural deadlocks in Parliament.
When the neutrality of the presiding officer is questioned, trust between political actors erodes, making
consensus-building more difficult. Third, parliamentary conventions — unwritten norms that once guided the
impartial conduct of the Speaker — have gradually weakened. As political competition intensifies, these
conventions risk being overshadowed by tactical considerations.

The way ahead

To preserve the credibility of Parliament and strengthen democratic governance, reforms and renewed
commitment to parliamentary norms are necessary. Reinforcing institutional conventions should be the first
step. Political parties must collectively reaffirm the tradition that the Speaker acts above party lines once
elected. Enhancing transparency in procedural rulings can also improve trust. Clear explanations for major
decisions — such as rejecting requests for discussion or certifying legislative bills — would reduce allegations
of bias. Encouraging dialogue between the government and the Opposition is equally important.

Structured consultations on parliamentary procedures and reforms could reduce confrontations and improve
legislative productivity. Finally, codifying best practices regarding the Speaker’s discretionary powers may help
clarify ambiguities. While flexibility is essential in parliamentary procedure, clearer guidelines could reduce
disputes over interpretation.
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FHOT ATHY ATl

HUTGhIT

HERISE WHN o S HCalg, Ao AU T H Joic 99 Hd AT 30 Teh el arg &l g foma|
AT i W v BUfd § @R it T f Srdr § dfed 59 IR Areer Aer sfed &1 I8 arer
fharal & H¥ HoT AT A ST §1 qUIAREd fgearcdl glehl fhare HUT AR ATl & A7 @ Y& @
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ST W@ Al ToT & Sagd H s A3 91 olgl gl 3T S gF ast & #AgRSE 7 TR, Famr
& for g8 I For AT Qe o W

58 AT & 3R, 30 RAdsR 2025 deh TSt fohdell & B ROT ST €, 30eh Hhad 2 oE 39
deh & KUT A6 T S0 | $HG Ireqrar it fhare Aafdd &7 @ 39t ®o1 i fhed g W@ €, 37 off
HARAA 50 &R FIA oh Sl FEAAT & ST | gTeliich HERISE HT FKOT, 3Heh Febel AT Tl 3cUIG
(STTESId) & o@rsrer 19 hrEer § St TG 3 @ A & 08 & T H §H e & AlholsildsT Fhesl
q §9T AT Tog H AfGnsit & 6w Jdhg T F1 AT et AT Toh AlhidT Jister dF ugel & ool
W Bl

HRA # Y HOT AT T ol 3TaEE W©T g1 W WSl THR & ASThINT Hole Pl HIHI §G b
foams &t § ofhet o @\ & Y &7 & Rufd # FI$ T uR 767 HT dwcdl| 586 3rdr $Hb HRU]
Afde NT@FA arelr gaear i gidr gl

Sie fehamt a1 fodll 3=T @Hg 1 Ig 3FAIG Bl ol fh 9 AR W gald Sl ROT ATH I oY
Hahd § Al 39 FHT W HOT Jh H o] Go1d HA g Al ¢ 58 a1 Tod WA & 3§ GHEAT 6
HH I & AU 3T THHEE B ETAT o Y AT FEr ¢ fSieelel ARG § @ 39 HOT TRV g
AftheT STel oeh U AT T 3ol Yehrs 15 qU TR ad =g A a9 T Ig q7Ed QU RE &
oTel graf|

S 3TcITal SHY ROT ATH H @y 937 FAEAT AR a6 Sl &, Tl AR Gollel T TSl arell R
AT ABRTSE & 3191 sfagrd O Y 3ierar Bddar & F gaad @ cafFara TR & Afas sSif@s # 1 J86t
¢ dfch W T &7 A AT AR &7 ST § TEH ol o fAEAR A T 9gfa deat ¢ i Ig AT
forar Srar § fF ooy # @R et o Ry §9 & dgdar ¢ @A 39a 3 o o6l #Ra $r
ua?hﬁa?miwmﬁa'@ﬁgvu?aﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁ;mﬂﬁrmmﬁaﬁmaﬁl

g & dfper IS IRAT RAd % (3REIRME) F 30 GHEAT I JdHT g & Adrdar &I §1 3T dgell
¢ & uoelfas @ & a-ar & e arelt SN Hor AR Aoenst & ™ a7 F wor H dEpfa @
FAGR T AT §1 ST, SHHT W 3T T W YsSAT § TGP Heg el &l &l TR adl &l Sb
3R 3w T gTue [FaE # dor o # RIfFas oera § Fife 3¢ T 3 war & R e
ROT YTl & Folg ol H Teh A Hehol &l ST N INEER [hAE Teh HOT & Yalg W AhRIcHS I
ug Hehell Bl

IREIAE o 5 FHOT ATHI JISTAT F Toleiliaes TaeT T o Tose fhar a1 3IREBE o 2019 F adr=r f&
o g asf 7 @i 10 H Hor AR Aeen3i 7 § 316 AT, A § 90 &t & ofiax ¥ Hr
a$ il v 3R Ageaqol a1 FE & F O A F o WEER qeH FAGAR REEr H Ag A
qrer gl
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AT B AT AT §1 g o MAAR W 39eThd dgek AT arel foharer & emenfead g &1 W& A
3gH Fard Jg & b 0l Y gur Afdar, G et wF @Y smEe @ S @grdr e @, 308
3ol deh IRAT @ At FET ST fehar I

S dh g TPR & TR W Y Ffedst H cgaedr # [Apfaar s w9 a9 a6 Tt & Teehia &
g fada &0 @ IR-TFACR FeAl & 36-iC gaar W@l S8 3ramar Ig dare qoe orfadr § 6 afg
ool T ATH AT, FY & f AT TACHS AT & & ALl [Vohier Fhi Td 5 Aol FoT
AT A1 fhd g e Gelgl qruan|

STAIAl

=g
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a9 fagsear 3R Far geft fd o ek & faaer 3R

} derelles & HATAS H & FASAT Tel 1 aral fhar o @ 8,
qﬁ” I | 3HA ST oY ST SNl @ G ST A el 3Ty AT @l
P

qr IGT| 37ETST S8 oRMAT ST bl § [ ¢ & ST Siaed
A & agd amefior gaRaRT & 39esy FAT ST | 9T I
/ Aol &I Giaem & fdgak hre gifd el R ITIRIcHS
. 39T SAET 8 Ui ITeAr & H §37 dielg & U o §, oeg

Y 3ror o TTs uster A& TAer o7 @ ¥ WA ¥ e R
f T g Pl fewm g, TS diet & @ arel dr SHeTderstie
¥ S AT AT W g dh A B S W@ B fh IS

Ig ST The Hl Teh §87 HRUT Tl 6@ QT g1 Taar &r
R & av 2019 & Fo g AT & dgd & W I
Hedl S 1 HRIGHH E HaAT AT HIR T 9 & olell 7 Tqes IGolol 3T I & Yot # 5
TR AT HIAET SA ST WE 8, el 98 A aTed AT A U 78R Tareeg gAldl i Aol H o Ao 37T
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AiRce § foh a¥ 2025-26 & ST Siiael fARIET & dgd 3UTeH AT o I UFoTol &I IOTadm HT ST &
for =tdha o7 3R Fearfla vl & 3T uel & T f S B AS| ST F A ¥ 9T AT Fiel
Al H O hael 26.31 FHAT W STANICHS 39T U ST Hh| W3, JTd Silael AT & dgd
WW%@WQ@WWI‘%W@rgwqmﬁqdw W & AT 9Istel & FHA A HIE T
3T ST AT ST §1 ST F IR FE N AT GG 9T ST §, o 98 AR el ) dRars
STl &1 37eael o FaTer I8 § foh 9geler 1 Toeo W@ & AU Far fhar amn| R 3R Fel g sAeE
H ¥ fagR Frag W 3TaRcAS 39T o A81 [ o1 I, af a1 38 fov Seael ag $ir a5 2 &1
UHT & ARATET T Tole F A AGETIRT H ok JTAI0T FATHT b H o9l & &R_T TFeb IgamT St ared
TSl & iV Bl I FAEAT 3 FAET FE Tt off W@ & ? Ig o 781 ¢ o 3T 3 & +g fpear
T FjeT Al it 3R 3EE IS FARAT A Gl T AHAT FA B AT § SAeT foeT FE A g, S
3 N A FEH TATS AW Sl dlel A 3aR A g JIoTe & Adel T aofg Ugg el @1 Ald 3R F$
AR & IR 0 ¥ fIAR s I W ¢ X F AT 7 HROT Fr Y| FIR R IS 37ohell AT 18T ¢,
STgT UsTel Welellsh ER oo Givd gl 1| @T%M—W%@@M%ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?ﬁaﬁaﬁ?@ﬁm
SHHI golg T ANl & SAR TS HI TaY Al Wl &1 AR ARG & Hel Iolel 3R daw & 98y &r
FUET gl W WA & Alell W 3 aleh & HF fohar 71| died & o el geplel 3R oAgled St
Vot &1 sRedr & fore o arelt &1 39aier forar arar &, 3@ iR Redr sere @ 3ar 81 3eag
HoToT A HRiToAeh, AT AT 3T SAITEH drel deal & 96d el T IS 3Tl g1 AR S8 SR & W
ST AT & dgd o Taes Ggeiel &1 3MYfd &1 arar far Sem 8, 3R g off gfdd 8, ar iR
WHR 39 AT 9 FT HT 7T gl
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gﬁtn a9H nfeHA
JUEHT

HIAA AYT W IR FeHANE AT Tk Flaer & dR o AT WM a7 AT, dlfch STAPRI S[e= & HHe
& olail I AT g HRD IR Siieel Tarell T Sad 9 A 1 e &1 38 ¢ fohar off| 79 59
I W ARG IR AT fhar =r o1 F 58 99 &9 d AR f6ar a7 §, 399 s9aT do s&ddATe o
AT A fRAT ST FohdT 1 gleld Jg €& foh O qeuder & aolg @ 3d Hsg &1 AT g1 77gl, 38!
Shael off @R & 37 T 81 g1 3R McASAT & AT H dedic’ & d6d goudeT HT MHRAT & ot &
mﬁlmﬁﬁméwwﬁﬁﬁMﬁW%Wﬁwmm%lsﬁ
AT H g TE ST T BT & Al [Odr o Adhed & 3T o@mdm & <ede’ ol arell HITu3ng
@ Ggel @ ATGHA AT f& AT & AIRT gAN AHAfgh g T Aol §or @M ATl $H AHS H
YU HT A FeA dTell S § o 30 gAamaR H aifafafeat w R fhar ar, W gfew @
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sﬂﬁa\amaﬁé\‘rlsﬂﬁwﬁﬁm%ﬁ?ﬂﬁtﬁﬂwwmadwmtmwﬁu gl & farrem
$r g & & s9 W I F v F15 FaeEs J965 8

T AT T &l U Ush gl AT JgAR fiT diE I adr g1 Ig Ifed i AaT &
RS & Faret & Sare aT g1 &edr A1 Gepll & A A $Hb GIUINT & HS HHA THA 3T I &
fafa a1 & o dedre’ ol ®eH 381 T g ol & 3R Tl AT @Rl ST ol & olieh &l
&l &1 R 38 Rg H afAfafedt fr PRe A& @ @, o @6a A gl harst A gg My &
AH A 3NUIUE &l gHEGR I ATAATEAT o ) H IaT AT| PR AT §, df T87T W@d 39 Uhed &
39T FT G U ST Fehel §? TAehelleh & HGUANT & AIY GRUANT HT JUchad T SATECE TT ALH I IS,
ar 3 are et & 3T 3ustel arell [TATT 1 97 SIS & ofdmAT ST ThelT &l




