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Generational shift

Nepal’s voters upend old political order as RSP faces governance test

Editorial

In a country that has seen political instability following every election since multiparty democracy was restored
in 1990, Nepali voters have finally delivered a decisive mandate and in favour of a relatively new party. In the
March 5 elections, Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), founded barely four years ago, won a commanding majority
in the 165 directly elected seats to the House of Representatives and roughly 50% of proportional votes,
decimating parties that dominated Nepali politics for decades. The RSP is not the first to secure a decisive
majority under the new Constitution of 2015. In the 2017 elections, the first elections held under the federal
framework, the Left Alliance of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) led by K.P. Sharma
Oli and the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), helmed by Pushpa Kamal Dahal won close to a two-
thirds majority. The two parties merged to form the Nepal Communist Party, but the union was voided in 2021.
What followed was the familiar rigmarole of shifting alliances and a carousel of Prime Ministers — Mr. Olj,
Mr. Dahal, and the Nepali Congress’s Sher Bahadur Deuba — with none able to anchor a stable government.

It was this “dance of the status quoists™ that provoked the 2025 youth-led Gen Z uprising against entrenched
corruption and patronage politics, eventually leading to Mr. Oli’s resignation and a Sushila Karki-led caretaker
government. Ms. Karki creditably oversaw a largely peaceful election within a compressed timeframe. The
results show that the Gen Z protests were no flash in the pan. Balendra Shah’s entry transformed the RSP’s
fortunes. A former rapper who stormed into politics by winning the 2022 Kathmandu mayoral election as an
independent, Mr. Shah joined the RSP in January and became its prime ministerial candidate. The 35-year-old
politician defeated 74-year-old Mr. Oli by nearly 50,000 votes in his stronghold Jhapa. Mr. Shah was the choice
of the Gen Z protesters when they demanded a generational shift in political leadership and a decisive break
from the Oli-Dahal-Deuba troika. The scale of the RSP’s victory, including a clean sweep of all 15 seats in the
Kathmandu Valley, is a powerful expression of a young electorate’s frustrations. This is a verdict against
incestuous patronage politics, endemic corruption, and the dire economic conditions that have driven Nepalis to
work abroad. Whether the RSP, and Mr. Shah, can translate this sweeping mandate into the institutional reform
and economic revival that Nepal desperately needs remains to be seen. Considering that Mr. Shah’s tenure as
mayor drew criticism for an anti-poor and technocratic approach to urban governance, the mandate must be
greeted with caution.
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AT A9TT & AATT ST STATC

sl. RN I, ( AWH HAWET AW F AR § )

AUTel & Slehcliaeh STagrad # Teh =71 eArd fo@r ST gt §1 3H FoAral & Acisil o Tqv Y fear § fo
WW%(W)?{QT@WWlWl{U‘rngd arell TLHR JeATel ST @ &1 39 Sid &
35 a¥fT dTelg Mg 3% ol &, ST TUTaH ST 9 AT o7 W gl

ATl H 3H UsTeilicleh Feold T g Adsy 2025 H SAof-5i Jar JHieieel o W ANl A4rel & Tsteiicleh
sfaera #H, 587 &F a¥ goldl oIV ol Seld AR fAHed §, STer Adrel ®ad, HAua-udATe 3R AERET &g
S gl QT GRURE gell T Thod a<ed @l 8, STgl MW Fglgl 3T, Hdv AAT ey 3R 97T Arar
S feFarell & ofd FHT T FaT A YU H FEA0T A @, SEi Al Td TgTS A 7L, enfds
YARIOT AR SJATT FHIFRON & R A dlell ST W g1 0 Ffeer Ry & 7 o i Tu91 F7gst
awaérqﬁgég’r,mﬂ@rsmaqﬁgmqﬁGﬁ?rquﬂq’\fem

58 YT GATHT & NS &l GHE HROT e@d &1 ggell, AT AuTel T GRehedelT T FeT IR Th T Tsg
BT TYTGEAT T, ST HTS-sTcfeTaTe, ek R Tstel e 3ERRAT & FF gl g7 I S e
a§ 2008 # TSIRMET & 3 AR eliehcid HT TATTAT & T g1 AT 121 o7 o Aehsh ast & i, Faad
T e¥aR & JhIERI do AT &Y 3R S7ar 1 v 37 397 gy W AT, 3T 37T AhditAeh TaE

q grem|

faSea g W@ T 2008 & a1g S o Ao gof 33, 3eTehl el X SIS Qe gaear & &
vt of| T ATETEr goll X o FaT T Seqdar g Wl IRUTHEEEY Siehld AT & STaele 3TH
ST &l IS AREcIideh UGl w61 el Hehl| wAUTel & el 18 aSl & cliehdiiaeh AMET & TR 3HH Ardl &
eI 297 F T goied @ 3% yueHE 3R goldl 3U-gUEAN dedd o

TSlelifcieh 3aTa¢eh & HRUT SIS T TR 3Tl I I¥ &1 FHiehiel QT A1 T 5| 36 HATddr &
Waﬂmﬁmﬁt{ﬁqgﬂd ghY o dhad Tolelliae ITRRAr & gareg fhar §, sfes TeayaT fir
ASAGRET aTell Tt a1 8 3T T far &1 dfeh IRTadr &1 @IS fareede = sfdera =g o,
SATAT STeldl & delel A & AAcjed I I FRIAT S|

@I, IRTE & ST HT AT Aol & Fait A ST 8, TSeglel selel Mg HT Teh AT AU & 3¢37d
T HEcaYUT HReh ATAT| FToled I ¥ Folifier @ ¢ AN alg & 7 Foliq 7 giaar & 3| 39er Fofiey &
AEYH O gl W FANSS 3R e Heal ol 3811, 58 o dhael gar, dfesh 3 Sfeldr o 53
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UrS| FE HROT AT o S Iegiel 2022 H HIGATG & AW HT AT Aoy 3FHIGaR & & & 97 ot 3¢
ST ST Tl 32T Y aTold & §9 & U o147 a1 aF e ar o1, feheT et Toreiifas g & THdT &
ﬁmu@wuﬂ%%aﬁéwq@mmaﬁm

e Gell T AN fhT 9 Ig @ora o w781 o1 3R e A ST S HieTeleT o foham| grefiteh a3t o
STl 1 HARA TFPR FT Adcd I HT A &1 a1, AfFhad 351 3afes had oF A i Ao, Safw
STelel &1 HYAT 9 8T 3 3EE 3T AT TS o1 A7) T 7 Iogiel HARA Aded TR o & T
AT TEAT TofT AR 3FA A gUI IRCEN THAR F JSTAdT o4 T MRS &F AAcfed F dol & 1Y
9&1, S 39T g €1 geATd H 2022 H 20 Wl & WA Uk dhfeush IUsteiliae Il & & 7 331 |
IRTHAN & 91 F Jar3it T AT I €, olfehe STl S AT AT & F3 S & 9t i 3R 318
ATl A 3R 3 3§ qRUmH o AHT B

IS S IRCHD & U SAAT & IR ST AE S ARIT Jar AdT dF Farer 35T & o 41
Tl H AT IS §ler? Fifeh olehiIT Gloll Ueh ST &, oifehel &2 & fdepra AR foal &l et & @
gV Al o1 fAHoT e, Ao facer MY s AR aar A afiFd & R & T At FarereT L
fSeHer 3e@T a1d B1 Srole g AHT A1 §1 FIoHZ & AW & & A 3eddh HIIHA & SN 37 W F3
R AT & e & 3N O @

T # I TeTAAaT & g 9 T 3o7hr el ddT &1 W@ o 387 ¢ & oAifaerd RUdr gHTad & dehal
g 3R Stetar T RARdr &1 SROT dt 9T Tohcll g1 3ol arel It fgaAt H TR AT FRAYUUICT HIHT g6 do
TS g STwalr| grefifeh FHTTATIHT 3R MMRAHRIT & IX AGTell TG TAHAT gl 3TA HAATASRR T IITT
FT SFAdT o ShdT I 737 IATH AT §1 o THT T Tl 3T W Tolailfdeh JTEUAT 3R TsaerT dr
HierdleT T FATCT & Hehl QU &1 G & HAT-THI W 33 alel TSIAET T Aol S FAear &l o I8
A HIET g dh TR ST G@rs &ar gl




AFE 2 www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (09-Mar-26)

i | .l I EI égé Date: 09-03-26

EA dF AU & AT AlST H T
AT ARMT, ( AfFF FeX BR AEH U3 TaarRadie @ 3 8 )

AN I ool & fAU e 3 W@ Bl Ig AT AR ©
Stel MY IRaR T H$ dNiear w® R g1 A Tgi IS
UaR SfigeT 1 TOFRI IHI TaTe gdl, Uer 3R
AT SfiaaardsT & fav 3maegs g AleT 1 awred
Wg@%ﬁﬂﬂ%l

ST & SE FH-HA &, WA W IS &, A
eyl faeshel Hﬁr%mm%}lﬂﬁsﬂﬂﬁaﬁrg‘é
g 3 uifder i gaEam &, TS99 95 yaye I cgaeen
3R o Tre g STl g1 uel B Rt Al & G @
FA U5 W ¢, A A4 3RS @ % § AR 3w I A F daw w1 o’ B @ g AR §, e
39 A WiE o AIw o AT W | A IR o 9 $o gar bl §, Aol ool & welh e ar Sea
& ¢ & e forw ffar @ oo w@ €

$afIT, & Ig Falel Yo gl foh &ar Aedr Qarsit 1 WAt &l FURT ST HehaTl ¢, A1 FAT I FHEAT
9gd 9¢ TR & ? A Ig TS A @ & I W RFET F v Ad, afew a7 glaRad wa &
foT g5 @ § 7 &7 38 Iepea @ AW R oG A o IR Reel oA Rufa o der Y1 g@v oeal &,
gH I8 gATad Y & ALY 0RA & AR Fed-d6d 93 YA W IcawdqT 1 RNEFR T & A6, Tgi ah
fo6 AT 7 S|

g AgcaqUl ¢l §H Sl & Toh gdieor § 3= ual 1 ARl @l grar el qigesdr g # 3varae
% &d1d & HRUT HRd H AT, FAA HFEIRT & TIT GeAr-Golel & IR A g1 oAfched 3o¢ ol &l &
el TR T HEThdT Bl 306 9 3N 30 sedl & AT quraaoT Siidsr &1 3HEegehar g1 Ig hao
Hiel, TERT AR ASCATSH T &1 e, diosh JIATCT ST S a1 § S Taeo oidl, Taeo arg, R
3R 3maa Sadr setera gfasT &1 3l fhar 3R 3¢ ST I@T ST T &1 I8 TEol ofideh AT Hr
a1 &l

SH ol A T delld & ToIT §H T§ HHASTT R Toh AT oIg] el AMMgU| AR & SATHEAT s
R g o 8, 3R Dot 36l o 2011 hr Sterorar ox 3menRa &1 O oft, g et & 3= Sl &t
# fAFAR & FROT g arel Tclel H &W Fehod gl a¥ 1990 & a2 # ool & Sl Soreh A IR
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faerfiic glef & g3 37T, e FATAR #lell Toh 39Tel- Forer et T@T @ R & foet e o W@ §1 o
HES 93 Bl ST W@ 8, Afehel [ Do o gawnsid &1 =@y 3rgen el gl

Far fohar S aifgu? Ted ggel USRI FI hael TSHI Sl gl oIgl, dfes ARTHA HI Y AT Sl
AT T 3Fcdd Hgeaqul & Fieh oIl T HARTA RBrIc Har AR Tshfad & 31 g3 & | S19-
S U Fad § 3R T Fr AT gedr E F AT AGe Tl 7 3EHET @ I &) sHer 3w qg ¥
for a9 oler, S e & A1 &F & AT Ageaqul §, 3 &F A Tel N Ty A § See 3w &7 ar
S-S FT ST ¥ TEG TE ¥ F FE Al F T TG 9 F =R & A Ageaqel @ €
SO & 8Ra &7 a1 I el & AT &F| AT F TN SR F, ST8T AT TEAT 8 Tohdl §,
A IT 1 HHT AL @I AT 9§ § e @ g1 ALIA I ol fely aRagt W ek g X @
STEY AT 3R TolEe Har &, fSad sfisams 3R g¢ Sl €1 e Y g7 RE @ oJhdle glar g1 Sa-og
AT Tl &, TS &1 Fol Hgeaqul e, 3 A A S alel qRagel glal dfey drfeh STedr avat
I SlST ST Feh 3R MR & IR JTEEH I g1 Heh| AT deol Tl Feh, HTgehol Toll Heh, ST IT AT
I 3UANT T Feh IR el MERIhl Y5 W & HR HT EAATST HY| Toh 3MYfAsh AT ool a1 doree
S ST H AT U ST FAGT BT TIRT| 3HK rdr, AT F oo TaLT AT IR TS A dh
3T iAGIET Qarit HT o 3raegenar g1 T Tl ot MR & SiaeT TR AT g =rean|

AftheT AT Tl &I fohaleadsl TeH Hgeaqul ¢l feoell &l AR Colled T 81 geohl & 3R 30d o g
91T I © o SHeT Sooitel & &1 T & IR & HTUH A H, 3R OAT &9 @ faehraedier et # ofd
YT ATl FT HIS AR Y 87 §, ST TdATelh & & 3Tl

g darfes &rel & gar g fF a1 T § 3R a1 87 IRERIAr AT T Ugal ded gl 39 J7 o
AT a7 &5 IRTorhell feeel # Fo5¢ &7 F few@rs & &, St 3de 3ifashAvT Fgaf | Fos FHT A
¢ 3R gy e & fohar T Adetiaes A ey g S g

A5 NET & AT T YeEleT T ATl &, o foh SholdtIael are &I, ST IRTSTehdl &I AR of ST &1 3Gl
oAl TET §1 §H AT & FhrIc Alsel =MfeT, Afehel MoNTaehr HT & & 1 W g IAY ol &
A ST @ A Alsel FAET 3| SHEA dHhael INTeThar AR wfear Fard & giafad g

38l FHeal A YA HI JHfd W €T Hfgd T & | §AR TgT QU Re F NEIT A A
vonfera § Siel wiafafead @l gor ar Siar &, ofhed T 3¢ ASha a7 fer Sar &1 @ O &Y omrve
Aot O [Worars o 8, o8 sregaedn ot ¢l ¥sae a5 § & a2 feech o, Sof warady sffara @t
W &, Tg A forar § o Sehdd 30% faT $RoR =6 8, 319 AfAFIRAT 1 veh Fofg AR Ferelm g1 T
ol ¥ 377 AT TR Aed & AT U Heel s=icr o @1 g1 ar O, o8 e fashed a1 § 2

T8 98 9 ¢ Tl gART e sfasy q@ gem| EleeT I TEwT HHIUS - FRA, FAEN IR
TSRt BT AT Sl &l AT Follel arell &Y ol Hl FIARIT Fel & F&TH glel AT - TIES SToT

5



ﬂ «~ www.afeias.com | 6

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (09-Mar-26)

IR Taeo g @ JdH Yol & AcwEl R Thal T 3T, Ichd i ool Sl el FHodem3it & gmr &
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AR Tolelifcd AU-AC fagy el T 33AET & <ell ol
AR @I Toguid aiuer #F & gRwd Somel A 30
SRHH § S feoqolt Y, 3uF 3e1ehr dsT T Jifreated
T & T sl & foig Tielr &1 aser g W g
3R s Sae oY Her v ST, a8 &7 &1 U FH 3
$C o Hfaufas 9g 8 ¢, e arAe 9 g3 ©
AR 3@ 8T gl A 3MBUUT I@T ST =@IfgUl BRI &
FATST H 3o drell TsgUfa Sid Ifeds STl o ST9ISI9RT
H ST Fld HRUSET YT FFATTR HalTwd
A Ugdl, a9 dE B IeATEAT W Sehr feRmm
Fd FET AT AT ToT FT AFTT Soloi] AR HI STHPT dohld AT o d g Mol SIIER ol
IR T AIfRT AT, FIR AT T ggHlel 3R SNAS R & g AEIHA FAAT Toloil o HGTHRH &
3R W & 93T W3 A QU 2 39elr Are #AfSAT & 9Re # 3egiad for@r ff A T 3
forsl dear o 3N forer guet JRwRal o #Hih $T FIARAT el & G Tod BN S Faar & o,
3% 97 W 36T WHR o Tseufd Jared Hl §Th—Ier 99 AR ol & SIRY 39ATed aaniy fr
e & oY, 3% dacg ad §HT W SRAEA AT T | AAAT St oF Ig o arar fear § R gfe
qAEgAN 39
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FIHA HI FAT Iiotar 1 BT 787 &Y, safow Fg@ARHE F Tara & AT 399 gty W 3uffyd 7 &
Al F 3eote J6 ¢l ACIAA & H9A aF g Fhd §, AR Tegufaesr # gud anie §, e
oAl arél @ 319 3or IS ool At ¢, of FAT Tg RISCRN &1 Thioll g1 AT & IoTehr 397am=i &
fore weer & forelt aRse & 1 3fRea har Sirar ? #Aar #@fR#HsS # 50 @ o 3ifts & &1 w5,
I IENgeTh S § foh Tsgufcehl ARgel @ 39al- 30el gh H 3ol & AT 3R U P o HIS
gl SIgl AT HISTIT STgT $§ FEIATRH & WY-TTY UYL & MMEATadl & HIAGTH Hegl deld H
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SE IS, o T8 JUIHA A IH W IREA d9Ne F TGAH Hle & AU U & Fafed ug B A T g€ H
3R 515 fear| afex &, FAT 319 38 ufRas 9 T FTAAT W g & A5 T HIFAA |

SIS & I & A & R U@ g1 gt arel &1 I§ gerd HAAAT Sefoit & faT ar &y ar |y
arelr & &1, #eraT & o 8 dgq Agcaqul g, Fifeh 5% Adial 1 3T Y@l & 3w Todi W & ggam
| safaT aidt i g FfRAT § & T8 30 oo Jedfe § g Ade o IHT| FER SA & ATl
cell # T g & el ¢ 8, 397 A 9a=l g fAse cyagR &1 M8 FHIMAR S gldl o W ¢
3R gg dgg [™ar & a9 & @ A, fY Tifiowas gef ww §& e @ o rdem f Swel F 3%
Hﬁaﬁmﬁtqvﬁmﬁg@%%wmqmﬁ $I PR g, Fifr 3THT Tolelifde STAHATAA AF 3T
o9 I gHfad T g, qﬁ*gﬂ@qaﬁr?rﬁmaﬁaﬁwqgﬂ?ﬁ%l Tseafa, sy ik I
SRFIRGT Fr gfasar gAR dAlhdd AT TaH F87 A §l FFH F A SR g4 T I@AT gHEN| Tg
SFAeRr JeuRe W o 3mae B




