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Robot Dogs are Passé, Hello to Humanoids
Embodied Al will be the game changer
ET Editorial

Never mind antiquated robot dogs. It was thrilling to wit- ness backflipping humanoid robots performing kung-
fu choreography at China Media Group's Spring Festival Gala show last month in Beijing. If the objective was
to dazzle people at home and abroad with China's prowess in bleeding-edge robotic tech, Unitree, MagicLab,
Galbot and Noetix did the job, despite tut-tuts from some West- ern reviewers saying that 'stage performance
does not equate to industrial robustness'. We'd rather take Elon Musk's word when he had earlier said that
'people outside China underestimate China, but China is an ass-kicker next level'in humanoid tech.

There is reason why robots spray cars with paint a few microns thick, yet struggle to accomplish much simpler
tasks such as plucking flowers. It's far easier to program a robot to do a specific task than infuse it with ordinary
human capability. Plucking a flower would involve writing software for eve- ry muscle in the arm, wrist, hand
and fingers to arrive at the required dexterity. The process becomes even more complicated if a robot has to
choose one flower to pluck from a bush.

The human brain processes information in real time to arrive at that decision. Robots don't yet. But all this is
changing fast. General purpose robots are emerging from the shadow of their ancestors, and Al is bridging their
learning gap. They can now analyse data in real time to refine behavior: Better still, they are acquiring
capability of learning how humans move and act.

This opens up a large market for generalised robots where China has taken an impressive lead. ASAT's
foundational models become more sophisticated, robots could acquire motor skills to match, or exceed, humans.

Embodied Al can be far more disruptive in economic activity. A machine that can detect a faulty product and
move it around to fix it is much more useful than a combo of a machine that detects and another that moves

things around.

Challenges remain in improving perception, behaviour, reasoning. But Al's making moves that would make
Asimov sit up.

Date: 05-03-26

State Freebies are Costly Giveaways
ET Editorial
The Supreme Court has weighed in on the debate over freebies, shifting it onto firmer ground. Instead of

revisiting the question raised in 2022-whether electoral giveaways constitute bribery - CJI Surya Kant has
reframed the issue in terms of their impact on economic development, fiscal stability and social justice. If the
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goal of welfare policy is to lift all boats, it is worth asking whether doing so in a way that drains the river
ultimately leaves everyone stranded.

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation challenged a rule that caps the gap between a discom's annual
revenue requirement and its tariff collections at 3%, arguing that the restriction is unconstitutional because it
limits the state's capacity to supply free electricity. In effect, the utility claimed that fiscal discipline made
expansive subsidies unworkable. The top court held that financial constraints cannot be wished away in the
name of welfare and warned not just Tamil Na- du but other states that stretch their bud- gets for universal
giveaways.

Targeted assistance can expand opportunity and reduce structural disadvantage. Universal giveaways, by
contrast, often channel public resources to those who do not need them, thereby widening inequality even as
they claim to promote equity When subsidies are extended without discrimination, they dilute scar- ce funds
that could strengthen public goods. The court's inter- vention draws a necessary line. Freebies are not costless
gestures; they are financed by trade-offs that shape long-term growth. As further cases come up for hearing, the
judiciary would do well to insist on a straightforward test: any proposed giveaway must withstand scrutiny of its
real fiscal burden, and its immediate and long-term consequences for development and justice.
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The quiet demographic revolution unfolding in india
Bhargav B.S, Arjun Jayadev

For much of the late 20th century, discussions of India's future were framed by a single anxiety: population
growth. The assumption was that rapid fertility would outpace the economy's ability to generate food,
infrastructure, and public services. The infamous "Population Bomb" thesis of Paul and Anne Ehrlich was a key
text that in- formed public policy for decades.

Over the last 25 years, India has experienced a fertility transition of extraordinary speed. Data from successive
National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) show Total Fertility Rate (TFR) falling from levels near four children
per woman in the 1990s to around replacement level, with most States now at or below 2.1 children per woman.
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The chart provides the sharpest indication of this. India,
long viewed as the archetype of a ‘high- fertility
developing country', has quietly become a relatively
low-fer- tility society. In the NFHS-1 and 2 periods,
many States reported TFRS between three and five
children per woman, and some-par- ticularly in the
Northeast - record- ed even higher levels. By NFHS-3
and NFHS-4, fertility had dropped substantially. But the
most striking change appears in NFHS-5, where a
majority of the States cluster be- low replacement
fertility. The dis- persion of fertility across States has
also narrowed, indicating con- vergence towards a low-
fertility norm across India's regions.

One can categorise the States by their TFRs into three
tiers - low, medium and high. In NFHS-1 and 2, there is
a clear bunching of southern States exhibiting lower
fertility rates relative to central, northern and
northeastern States. However, starting from NFHS-3,
these tiers get more heterogene- ous, where States from
other regions also begin to move into low- er fertility
categories.

The northeastern States (except Tripura), Uttar Pradesh,
Jammu & Kashmir, Haryana, Punjab, and Ra- jasthan
show the highest declines in fertility across the five
rounds. Of the States that had relatively low fertility
rates to begin with, Karna- taka, West Bengal, Gujarat,
Maha- rashtra and Odisha have the high- est decline.

Significant transformation

Almost all scholars of the phenomenon have pointed to
rising wo- men's education and delayed marriage as
proximate causes. As educational attainment rises, the
expected returns to labour market participation increase,
while the opportunity cost of early and re- peated
childbearing grows. Where the labour market offers
meaning- ful opportunities, fertility tends to fall faster
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- R The data for the chart were
sourced from the National Family
Health Survey by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare. Views
expressed in this article are those
of the authors and do not reflect
the views of Azim Premji University
or its affiliates.
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and where employment remains precarious, the transition proceeds more unevenly.

A second factor could be the dif- fusion of new family-size norms through migration, urbanisation, and media
exposure. The many decades of family planning messages may have contributed to such changes. Once smaller
fami- lies become the social standard, fertility decline accelerates even where income levels or institution- al

conditions lag behind.

Third, the decline reflects public health successes. Improve- ments in child survival reduced the need for
'precautionary fertili- ty', the historical pattern in which families had more children to in- sure against high



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (05-Mar-26)

mortality. Vaccination programmes, maternal health services, and nutritional in- terventions have quietly
reshaped reproductive behaviour by in- creasing the confidence that children will survive into adulthood.

However, not all the reasons for this decline may be positive. It is also possible that the rising cost of raising
children is a factor. As schooling, healthcare, and hous- ing, become increasingly monetised, children shift from
being contributors to household production toward becoming intensive in- vestment projects. Families that once
relied on informal social arrangements now face a world in which upward mobility requires substantial
expenditure on education and skill formation.

Myriad consequences

The first is that there is a "demo- graphic dividend," in which the share of working-age people with low
dependency ratios creates the potential for faster growth. With- out a structural shift towards labour-absorbing
industrialisation and public investment, the divi- dend risks being squandered.

The second surrounds the political economy of fertility. Southern and western States, where fertility has been
below replacement level for some time, are moving more rapidly towards aging populations. This divergence is
likely to reshape patterns of internal migration, fiscal transfers, and political representation over the coming de-
cades. The movement of younger workers from relatively poorer, higher-fertility regions to aging, lower-
fertility regions may become one of the defining structural features of India's internal economy.

For decades, population control programmes occupied a central place in development planning. Today, the
more pressing need is the opposite: building the institutional foundations for a low- fertility society. This
includes childcare, pension systems capable of supporting an aging population, healthcare systems oriented
toward chronic rather than infectious disease burdens, and urban infrastructure able to accommodate continued
migration and household transformation.

India's demographic story is therefore no longer one of un- checked population growth. The key policy concerns
now will be those of employment, aging, migration, and the social organisation of care.
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#eol foRdll gomell & 3R A & 7761, afew ARaw 3w acermal @ o g &1 NS HRA F IS
Bfoce afcae shreaFar 'S AT W 3TUIRA §- I -4 da T, 3MUR dgaid 3R AdSd Bl
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39 o ghems dRaw o @ W B R & @y gdens ¥ a3 e asa ¢ e @ aR o F
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FATST & TUTHAT AR HlA H ARA AT 3Teh UGIR THTS & dlc & gauely el # Ieo@e=g
deod 1 gl §1 at ot & ol 7 ol svgar 3 a8 f AP 39 37 FecarHaT F HG AT TG
gl TUEAR g A F A g 3oTh HADIT & dlq AN HIFT AT F aledl &M F Al & 3
e E AR FHSa & faH §T ¢ T Ifdecydl SIdis gl 3e6iel &k & 3d de AR
aNTeT et 1§l Hehou foram &1 I8 A9 FYfA@ GET TFEASA H FEl & 3 i T oA 7 & T ¢,
S 3gia 'FAegH AfFd og S dTel ST & AU g W ITURd FaYt o ATETH & FellsT dl Ao i
I GAIRENN FeT &1 a1 &gl AT| T8 deelld ISl Siefes €O & QIaNT el Sl & dlg $Hh faemel
gferol agre AR & ary At 7 3 Y FRrae & ae g3

HATST T AT W T @@ AT I gear A ARAT Ffoieddr & 3T FI ot ggl HI WSl TWER
IR ARA & 91T @Y A UeT & AT F| FHH dIG aleAl AT H ISgArer AGATT gy g I 3R Fewt A
waIf T GHGAT WA g | TE g FeAlsl & dchlollel TUAAT SAfeeed <8l & 96 W do BaA
SATed Tl AR o 3ad gl 7 fhadr o 3nfeener dfecddr @ ¥ase gaehr fRar arl 3/ Ageaqut ard
Ig & 6 aiet el & sgar # FAoR3iers w&g@ﬁﬁaﬁ@rmﬁ(@%’%lm%wﬁmﬁ
HTIETREAT &1 &R YE g3 AR IR-UR FAT JSAF JHTelr-9eT Sgrer & |

R FASdr & 9fd 9Rd A A9 gfdedcydr & 9a1 Todr ¢ & 3RiE theRor see # FAEr & Ay
3T o FATT T &1 FellsT & AWl @ 30 o 1 T § & 3Rer 3R afFasr & @y 386 god
SR GASA &1 H ¥ AR Fe1 g bl §, FAAU AU IAded delel 38+ fav ifAard g
%"IWﬁg@ﬂmﬁﬁwma?mﬁ*dlsl%Hsrqﬁﬁwm%lmé?ﬁ'@,
TS gREUTT HERIOT Fofell & gEY TROT & ISAET ST aREUd A 81 g Teh ar &iF § el
HeAlST o el Wsl T Hgcaqul {fAhI g1 &I 3FAIe &1 T s HRA arT EUX qrefehrfer goll 3merfda
A & G H o gH AT NI Tehd §| R H WAV FIAT & [FATOT IR A @ FEET Hroget
& 3eNIEROT &1 HY & fh 388 Qe &1 AT q¢l, Toraer warrst ww oo g

.BH IET & {ET g Sl T AT el & AR T T A & §AT & dIG Tihicieh 319 i dhredr &
S TSl o 38 HAged @l 3R o T@ifehd 6T &1 38 §H & SRUT A9 & HAeY IR #H 3cdiead 39
g arr g1 i 3R Wi @ fafaehetor e 3 o 31fe Fgcaqel & R €1 3w Hest A, a7 w&nia
IR § F WMPR o FAP & AT 1.9 3RT IARFT sTeR FT gFsiar Far g, F@d 2027 & 2035 d&
TATY] Foll 3curest & fav 11,000 e & 3ifter Qaad 3ueieys giet T 371G §1 WM gl & fashrd
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3¥cTarAr3 & I cAYF Rl F WA §U, HAUT H 3H Re H A3 YA H Fed T A gt
TUTATIAN T 3F ST T AT e § b 3 Ul &t Tuse i # gl @ 81 39 9RA 1 Ig glafkad
AT BN T et H ol W S 3 Fiefel Uishar & @15 3N a1en 7 30| 37 § 6 delrst & el
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T 81 gl gt F Ewar & e R ol @fast f ddefos srfd waa w55 Waefde awsiidr
W RN U 30 SeH & glaueld daul 1 A & fov Hallgell H o¥g AT S @ §, Fifd
Redl & 3T o9 AR & ac FEAT F TET G &1 T FASNT 3T &1 I YcgeT JAT § fF St el
& T A9 AERAT & ek T T} [Aherax 310 aRueg 3k sfasy fr T&ar #F qHEsta) arsienl #i
3T Fell & TROT & YA AT Gob ¢ HersT F Uerad &1 31gfcd g1 & STeT AR & WA Soll §I1
forT Suer it oRerar gfafRad g, adi aat qof 7 Baer 3k e afafafedt & av vag & s
fowra &t ofa fAee & @Y- @ ISR & 3aax o der gl aaA & af ¢of & gfausia R
RE IR STeR & MU g, T AT Fd 1 F67 @1 147 g

IRaee § 5 9Rda 3R Farsr & geut F a¥ 2023 & 39 gad @ery Uo7 & 5 M, JT dchleled Helss
TUAHA ST €81 & Fiwe H TifaEdel dsdadl g6d g Hoork & gaar & AAT &7 RO
Usic FI Ffeleddl & IARIT @MU 30 F| ARG & 54 RGN & R & @RS & f&ar o, ofhd 5d
HeAHA & d1g gl G F HIY I T AT TR W 9gT IC | 38 FHI 30N JodT A SAMRD
AR gehfaer Harg #T oEreEr aiftrd &Y Gar an| grefifeh, oo a¥ AT # A6 e & FHAlsr & JurTH=T
o & dlg ¥ alel gell o Feul qAfdAor AR faeare dgrell & v surdl B v e g@en gqw @,
Sraer Ade 3@ Uagie Fasiial & §9 & IFe 37| 38 WMo ABIGRT & g A 38 d¥ & 3id
ds '‘<arges e Al FASla’ A @il aa 3R 9% 2030 d gfAusiy aif¥fes SO &l dgra
TOTH 3RT SToR & R of S &l Hhed cIad [haT a7 8l

10



&
EF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (05-Mar-26)

FelrsT & QA v 3ngfd & defta Fagia & aRa &1 s gean & fager ¥ 3cdd Agca ol weA
AT ST T@T g1 38F A a¥ 2027 & 2035 & T HRA 1 T 2.2 FU3 38 PATA v 3mqfed
HATST & &I S| SEA AR & WAY] Joil HIA & fAT SUe 1 SRIA I G AT Il HaTd g1 qTean|
FE N, g WS W I FHST ARG & Feo Fol A IR sAfFeH aea 3eINT oA TH
A% TR &7 H 3gH HfAHT T Fehell & HoAlsT H goleT Wictoil 1 fIerrel $sR § 3R Ig FAAT #RA &
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THOT 3R Ve WO-HHA & JTET-Yeld H Felar &l & Y & THGT &7 H FI&T & s GIAE A
ASG ¥ 3@ SQIWI| 3o FASHA & a1 3FAG 1 o W & fob alal ger arsrm f{al & ot sifasa
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