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Grammar of Justice

Courts must heed SC’s message. Payment to victim in lieu of sentencing inverts justice
TOI Editorials

SC on Tuesday read high courts and trial courts a lesson on sentencing for the nth time — reducing sentences in
serious crimes goes against both letter and spirit of the law and is counterproductive in the long run, since the
law then is no deterrent. SC was hearing an appeal against a Madras HC order that let off an attempt-to-murder
convict on the ground he would financially compensate the victim. SC called out what it described as a
persistent “misunderstanding” among courts — that convicts in grave offences can be leniently sentenced if they
pay off the aggrieved party.

For over two decades, SC has warned against judges projecting “undue sympathy” with “inadequate sentences
that would do more harm to the justice system and undermine public confidence”. In 2004, it observed that
“imposing a lenient sentence without considering its effect on social order may be a futile exercise.” It
underlined serious offences — crimes against women top of the list — that demand proportionate punishment
regardless of compensation or mitigating circumstances. Indeed, undue sympathy is most egregiously evident in
cases involving crimes against women. Last March, SC took cognisance of an Allahabad HC order that almost
carved out a new category of offence — “preparation to commit rape”, which would invite a lighter sentence. SC
overturned that order too. But the pattern is all too familiar. Far too many judges in far too many courts have
discussed or ordered that survivors of sexual assault should “marry the rapist” or accept payment as closure.
Such orders invert justice.

Compensation has its place in criminal justice. Victim compensation acknowledges harm. But compensation in
lieu of punishment is no justice. When courts dilute statutory punishments, they weaken deterrence and send a
troubling signal that grave crimes are negotiable. Criminal law isn’t a bargain between offender and victim. It is
strange high courts have to be reminded of that.
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Troubled waters
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Concerns about the Nicobar project should have got a fair appraisal
Editorial

Proponents of the controversial Great Nicobar Project
will be enthused by an order from the Kolkata bench of
the National Green Tribunal (NGT) ruling that all
environmental safeguards are in place, that the potential
impact of this gargantuan project on resident native
populations of the region is duly accounted for, and the
project’s “strategic utility” is reason enough for the
government to not be fully transparent with what it
shares in the public domain. But the dominant narrative
around the project mirrors the classic development
versus environment conflict of a pristine Pandora being
ravaged for the greed of far-away mainlanders. The
Great Nicobar Island Project (GNIP) envisages a trans-
shipment port, an international airport, township
- — development, and a 450 Megavolt-Amperes (MVA) gas
and solar-based power plant. In the early 20th century,
the British Phosphate Commissioners (a joint venture of the U.K., Australia, and New Zealand) began large-
scale phosphate mining for fertilizer on Nauru and Banaba in the Pacific Ocean. By 1945, the island had been
so physically devastated by strip mining that it was deemed uninhabitable. The native Banabans were forcibly
relocated to Rabi Island in Fiji, over 2,000 kilometres away. Today, Banaba is a desolate landscape of jagged
limestone “pinnacles” and the displaced population is fighting for the rehabilitation of its homeland. These
serve as historical precedents for why economic logic alone cannot dictate actions in remote territories. Though
accorded an environment and preliminary forest clearance by the Union Environment Ministry, concerns about
the potential loss of biodiversity, tree-felling, and impact on resident tribes prompted the NGT to order a review
of the environmental aspects of the project.

Independent scientists and environmentalist groups have said that the felling of tracts of pristine tropical forest
— nearly nine lakh trees across 130 sq.km — for this project would significantly harm the biodiversity of the
region and constitute an irreparable loss. This is not counting the disturbance to leatherback turtle nesting
grounds and the assault on the corals. There was also the contested matter of whether the community rights of
the local Shompen and the Nicobarese tribes were fully settled under the requirements of the Forest Rights Act.
Recently, members of the Tribal Council said they were being coerced to sign “surrender certificates™ that
implied their consent to large parts of their land being diverted for the project. The NGT order essentially
rubber-stamps the government’s appraisal process without independently examining the concerns raised. It only
imposes faith that the government will be a conscientious executor of the project. Whether the Great Nicobar
Project is a ‘net good’ can only be judged by future generations, but the lack of a process that offers a fair
appraisal of independent concerns bodes ill for the present.
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Farferdl doh T Thdt AR footelr @I ger Tohell| TAEeT AQ3i & S FI TAT TdeeTiel gram, forgrem
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1945 & g St ARG cgaeyr ot Y, T8 39 G & FIN W §| 3§ FaEAT & & HE&I Tgo] -
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STeR, S 3RS ReTd #HeT &7 a7 3R AET §7 @ HAWSET Hal HIY (STATH) & ART 3
HcJolel I HATTAT| STdfch 1914 & 1945 & I 3degaeyt #RY ¢RG X 3meRa O AR Fod =79R &
ST ST AT 38 AT IS IR Rord Har o =g o)

AR gram AR fS- el cgaeursit w1 FoE Ageaqol B ATl IHH HlGEr WHR HI deoreh
AT & A% g fh a8 Fa1 HAT AR 1 TFT BT ARBT el I AT Tl 1945 & &1 &l
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HRA ¥ el ST g1 dolg Ah g- 3T S 3R 9fd afFd 3 Sl IRT @ Semsar 9ier [+ S21ey
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HfasT 7 AR @ g TG 9T AL §, Fifh HANGT 9T &1 FG@ I31 AIREF TSGR 81 HRA FT
20 Prdr faTa 3RS Sar §1 9IRT T TideaddR wifd 3 FdT gg d 3AREr deR W eFr 7 B
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T HaTel 35T §- &A1 3TaT & WA & #fdsy & Al 7 agar o1 Fhar g2 3ARe, Wda d@a 31k
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A TS o, qT N AT F 3T TaEN § AFES FRA & G RS @ o, Fi wE
IARHT & gard #F EH AT TG ol AT AT| HRT GaRT 1998 F GTAC] WIETOT o §Te Hid Fehelll
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ot P Fer o FET 3 & o

HRT FI T TadT AFd ohg, @A dlevdT AR 93 30fF 3a & & # 3R KAy o Fad ggor
AT &1 RS foham ar Ig i & A1l B # Had §9 ¥ Ig FgATd W@ § T 3R qUaT §@a
AR 3R AT F 37eET HU UgAT Ud @@ ST & a ARG &7 AT 3ary g1 Seel T3t &
aren iffcafdd At & aRd gk W G A% F Far F Qe ga7 Re-wend @ daX digdifadhr & TR
e forel off 9hR & aeied & fa%ey g1’ 3egiel 37el Haell T Jololl WY ISatier & o1 |
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Wit & foIv 9aRRd o €1 38 I8 #A & foh i 3R #RA Ageayqof &t & Aelen e el difeh 9
HANHT AT =T ST TG W & Tolel &l fqaer o ghl 9T § 6 A frel e ehod o1 & AR 9ed |
I Feq HI FaAT IHROT M A § g & AT A ARG weeufd o @ e & ufa
YA {1 3 AT AT 3hHAS MR Afdal & JAT A e fhar gl 388 o BiF & I
Tdehod &1 3MTeRieT &1 dof fAeT B
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Y fsh - <Al 31T T &1 BA-8R Sfavel A7 Fedr 36t o off WA a7t g1 3R 3R
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forar &, s TR W o7 gfaeqsll Sed sae W o7 @) 0 # JUHH A $T Ig ardr b gART
3T TR TMEX AGERT A ook T T TgTsl ah’ 3RANAT T & 30 ¢ Fohehl g, fawrnfad
Tl gl

JaAR T 3R a7 §, ad wia 3R URd 3 Agcardial 9gd X | ol 50 HA H ARI-HT AdaR
T aler ¢l & faanfaan, eveeranstt, camiial AR seafEal & fov 3R EEst & gar @rele|
TS, JHAReT 3R AW S & 7 wiw 3R oRa & FfFaar 9 & &1 TS F AN T o arel
@Y eaer @ esnd o i AR AR & & F Y T TaT wIs & Ahddlaor R AfRaw wans
S WS A U’ S8 eyidl H §edr & W@ 81 HRA o8 fashreeier 3 & 3PR dRgs X W 2047
ds MY DT v3rs FEgRIFaAl & fAT g & ALl F Thed A HR HT & o sT95 BT iR 3=
fapf@d vd IS T & Seoid AT HT TGN FgoAea gom|

i Wi T AT B JUAT GG arer W AT Sdr § d 386 A WG B AAdr & 6Rd &
foT Y qoneAs gara ot Y1 i feAT JUEE HE & ATy gIT SEUHET IR FHASAT $HAT Th
1A TET| 3nhIer 7 off i AT R & 379 ST & aleled HI RFAA IR W ¢ 3 9Ra & ary P
eI ¥ TATH Tgell I AT & ol & Segeh ¢l e HEEER AR fFe-oera & i & gouel suredfa
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FIAT P AT T GIBAAT dfedh ANET & Rt g & Ay S & I9a &1 93 fohar| Ig 3da &
37T 7| 37T & o I8 8T A1ar g o 30« il R & 31feeRar & dar $r 3R 3@ fwiet &
FERRAT 3R R &1 Al ded Hlglg W@l &1 3T & FElF &l & 41 HEET & §EACROT &l SR
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g 0 & &fdsl faaRor & U, §F # ¥e8 Ageaqyl deelld AT & A Hehel o] 3cUIG
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HT YR, dol HTAXUT W &l 38 Helcd o IUR W ARG har @ar| 3maeT o Uo7 Afdse 3R &
fafrse 3referer v fAmIRer el 1 921 A FACT F AT SR TN FW F A @ drell gEAROT
AT & O AT & 38 e W MuRd gid § & dfaus & dg 3R vt a1 9 9w $wrif awroqu
Al H JoTh! AYET &THAT AR AT &7 g1 Gleliieh, FHICR EEARUT HT Hodlched I FHAI TG
SET Hecaqul § fob Hell qutrell # gEdicRoT & d& & A 9 6 g I W&d gl
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fARUeT 3TeheleT T aEJASE dlih @ & Y U § FAAT AR Wcdged, Sl R S THEATT e glelr gl

HUR ¥ & Hiehs! W HUIRA AT dfea Tdt 7 a1 ER BT HAT 1 FAT o A %ol T 8,
3R IRT CanT o RiFTat &l R @ @77 & | 3 RiFaar 3R a2 g sielr €1 worea =mer 3eer
I FHTCT AT SH TTclel T Teh olihT g, offehed SEY T ST T Gerd ool &icl ¢

3T 3T FAoIRY & YT oerar ¢ o dlegd o 3maer o ¥ [Qsmeia i 32 Hiradr & sorae 42 Hiradr
N TSl & Ufa 39T 3eRAT @S| ag 39 RAE & 39 91d & &s 9] Slgdar ¢l 9s«ar Ig ¢
foh AT FEl 3@ a1 A A RAFAT AT & G 3R & AT diggd 3T @ A A Gt
3R IR ST el TRE & <IF I A IWAT AT| 38 ST g 3eferir ot off FaArfee e st o
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$8% AT, ™A & 3ET-37e9T &7 3R o fARISe egerT & & wrest famar| 133 3T & gafeyor,
g5 3R got, arEe, wrafdsw e iR w5 Tow [Afdse segeEt & fT srereT e i Amier o
T g el X fARGIROT, e °1e Ifefered IR FATRd aMsfaer g 3rferl W faar &, ar AR
ST ST 8T B

g & Fehel A Toled A Y FEACROT AR TTEd ©eT el &l Fear 38.5 Hrady Aherar &, s 139
fae 3maer garT U 910 &Y §EAeROT, Uoiea ©1el el 3R Msfe g7 efeEr & s ifts 81 7%
AN gt sHfaT § iR AT A WO @ dhad SR Qa3 dF & Fg TRAST Aozt ;@A
el T TTATARAT &1 3R ToT G & HS &A1 H YA o T A AT

TE &1 Fg TAToIT A3t 9T 169 HTART & TCHIOT T of ST &1 AT FT Feell & fF g grifed
oAt o og & Rr  Ageaqyt i BTS ¥ ARk T aredd AT &7 ST B Ige seow
fohar ara, fafIse 3egey gEdleoRoT Hecdqul AaI3il & ~FoAdH HAlelhl H AT el & AT 3Maegs §
STH ¥ &% AU hdel 1980 & & & ALY § Hislg 200 § 38w ATr3il T Tel Heholel ¢

aredd &, Y RiTe Ta FATT Teell FAT A ST 1988 & A & dgarad g W RAE q1 A
AeATe 3ifOepier: 3uet & A @ € Sad RQsea g & 0 g &1 s8% 3remar, Fr F1$ W
AITAT & TTHH T Aol B0 Sial 1 36T TS & ¥ fAfdse g7 ggr de & ad Ran qfeae
H o 42 II-319T §EASIT g1 ofifd 3MART & 2017 & A TSRIA USIST 99 & gl a7 A7 T dhdel
TaELT &9 H & 2,000 Foic M¥F gl

T DA T IRTAS 3 3R 3ifae oag Yoo 31ca¥s e g1 Jg7 dF & #FaRem (39 S 797 i)
& o, afAeg ST S T U drell T f9gR T Jefell F el 3H—F 3TdesT wred Har g1 Ife
geT 3gH Qa3 & 3l wgeTad Al &l gl #el & faw f3eimsa 3R @ & fFr snd, ar 3aa
fre 3 3eged fr e & S 82

= Date: 19-02-26

deeld @R A ISNah 3Uel-quel iR IARIIAHT & <7 #RT IR vd EAfdR TR R qgAT
der & for RAffieer gt & @y @it &t 3R caras Fee @ T§ W3 §¢ @ 81 e, i J
AR AR & Ay AUR FASIET F 9 AR 7 3T HE & WY gausid gyl @ ey dRas
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OIS TSGR H S AT &1 8% ded Gl ¢2f of 87, MR 3R faer a7 &5 &3 7 gfausi
TEAIIT dola T Hehod TOIT B TUTHA g HIE 3R B & Asgdid sHATT Hhl & i HIrelaR
HSS A g9 Il & gRE Sl WeAMd F 9 sFhd AT FI FBIA G MG 38 TSGR A ARTH
fEuRar 3R wEhfas fewior @ w8 ArEl # Ageaqol AT S @ 81 380 o Hdd glauaid e 3R
3megfoen eIk & MeTer-ye # FHIEABIT & AT gaR Geldl, diceh T & A W o 9Ra & ufa
HSTT B

o oAl oRa & foeet 3R AT & Ay AR FAgla v A 356 a1 Fgeiels 3R R 90T Tg
% WY FFd IR AT 1 3dA F A1 a127| gl A 0RA 3R IARST & iy HARA FOR FFsAla
I Telled fohar 1T, fSash aRUTATaRT 3ARST o #Rd W oFNT T gy GAe Yok Hl T ORE
e Y ATl 3@d R A€ & AR T 3R F HRT W HAR-IRGH Yooh o S & die a2l Hr
foria SRIGR gefad g3 58 e ¥ faves & fAv oRd & 39 3curel & I gferar & fafdea i
H dpfous eI doele HT gREHT HITAA HT dAT AR FHSIAT I AFT H 3HbP bl Adrel T et
T 3 HiE & @Y 9w IRgs wElfdes =gl & #Rd & OuR, Wi 3R &m a3 #
HAFAIIUT T FHTGATI ! 3R Fl [Feem| 7R 3R HiE @ WER f@der & ggrar ¢ & v e oy
gHSlar forar 8, foaa aiar et & aAeTRer AR FufEdr & 37 aigr aX AT Gal U] 399 giausfiy
R, A 3R 3maeEa & a5 afa sl sikaes & & wa f #ce T Feled & IATT H TSI
TE-125 girepreedt & fAHT0T & foIT shordsil @l Sisel T SR 8 T fhar I/ §, Sl 319 w1 qw
8 9T §| Fgl gferdr & UH ATFcRIel gierehreey & fAATor fhar Sreem, St faeq & ded 3= gda w@iér
AT3C TaRFT A FAig dh 33T A H T&TH M| GfAUafiy W@ GedieTr dgl & fov #Ra 3R wia &
@ﬂ'@ﬂ?’ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ%qudﬁ&*{ﬂﬁﬁeﬂwﬁmg‘;’m%lsﬂﬁaﬁﬂﬂﬁsﬁﬁlﬁwmﬁ
T &7 el AT TFd 3eTH TG FEN| T8 T & 6 B, IRd & T R AR
e’ # @ U § 3 3 Qar qof & S FgAer &1 737 AT qE & @ ¢l Ay AR worehfas
ey fI ugd B Hr [FAVATT 3R ART H [T THAT W TH Y IS H YE § 3R @9
fAfRaa dt W 9aRa $r /AT va AT 73Tt & sarwr gem

Live

Gédicl

— ) .Com Date: 19-02-26

Wi @ QA FT GATAT 2R,

e WmEr, (B # @ AR 96 )
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WiE o Tseafd SHUS Hshl &1 R GRT T <aed T@T| U el Gadiar sq@ I & 3egiel 'T3g
grdae |ifT & o o, gures N @i A & @ gfaualid S &1 3R Heg A CURA-HE Fddrar
ay 2026' &1 BT T | T Feh o, HRA-HH Red H TAAY ARgeh WEfdw Al T F S
& foT a&r aAdaRit @ 6T, @fest, 3T WP, Fo I aAH 3EH & 7 21 FAslia el I Fafr
forcelt 3EfATT T@d 8, sEd e Alser dRaw glord @ giar g1 ikded § & fdef@sdaaw
fereEdrel ‘Sealifde FTargedr & Wcaried HIdr @ & 3R wra o Fgr Afa @ &1 fogren, Aiser fava
a:a@nﬁ,mww*mmﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁaﬁqaﬂtmwaummq%%m'waw
I B T FOH FW @A & A0 F e & haqal o @Y, a9 6RA 3R HiF, S HaEw: glaar
il g @rcdl 997 E drehd g, 3R Ao Hiser ARasw Hegl 1 gl denee A RIRA Fa g, o
306 gue Adiel & Al | ST a1 § S &l & W FATT i g & g, S wrer qf gfaar
A gl e fgd- 3maTRa faeg cgaeer & AT &1 vueHEdr Adr F Fer off 6 0 @Ey A, o9
‘g @ AfAREAT & R A IR W &, a9 HRA-SHE T et ‘AR FWr & fIw v debd” & dR
W @ gl

cfaueld dael 1 fATdR sEh#Hesl U REAT &1 9Rd 3R %E -7 & &7 0 Hoh ¢, Sigl Asielideh
fERar § 3R 3ot 3T 3ol oEaR & W 81 &S gl @ gl avd W@ § AR Fesifdes T
&1 AT HIAR F FRUEET Th-gaEY T Foord o #Xd &1 36 HROT M, Sl 3 ARG & FHedor & Y-
Y TH-gE HT Hel1s & AT Aee FH w7 8

su fogrsr ¥ 3@, @ Useufd #Aw A oA FH FEReAS @1 RAvER dafee A, e 3R
STATIR & Hgcd Hl Acdlfed el Wl AdI3il T TEA Blell 3col@aid g STk hg H TS & &l awal
A A A5 foel & TEE A UNES HI YRIT WA W FEAT SIS gl IE, A ared feaAt & ggr
'AfShT STET FT STIAATT 819N, HEH Sl & 3T 8ol 7 Wt 1 v R FT sarsT TA1fRe, sTHT
Idl STog Idl B Sl AT T TIHE W TW HUG-HAG Th gl Gl AT & o 399 S 8 ®Ier g,
g€ WS I Y| IARH H SR WIS A AH HE FH g1 T 8, AT A IR Al 7@ A § H
SHHT AT $ HUAT AT 3¢ oo & [{aHer o W1 T& SROT § & S AT 7 dRaw fAaH -
$I RTeld Sl ST GT g, difeh g@epr gaTae ameT fHer|

JaER a¥ gl { Gl o Fere3m, FaTe HEAE, oy HEuE 3R et & e #Alsier wedeT @
fOraR ¢ W & HE, a8 w@as & A0 3aEX der & Tod g1 a8 o, I 9Rd S ¢er I
AR SR ST FAEABT 8 ST W@ 8, 9 UH derelleh I WIcHIIRd hiel T HMET &l Sl g, St
SATHETAN F1 FAYE fAhreel & HeTH g1 IS SHH AR Sg HA I ehcl 1 AP F Tg AN
garar § & ARg 3 wiE Th TAHE T 30 RFF A9y & AU gAY [Jefaad e fir fear &
gfdecy § 3R qd $r ag 3mer o §rY AT HH FE TR B

alat et @1 gfauefr T @A AT @ 3R 10 ant & fAU Fdihd T M Iod@eg gl iR
g, 2025 & AdeX ARG H ST 3 IR & &rg & GicAfafrat # g & v ud depsiiehl
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gasiiar far a=am or, S Sl TSifaat & g MYy g R{AFgd 8 AR &1 J§T S99 39 ThoT T
3R B ARG & Tl fodor X et St o @EAfd SIS g1 i ANt @ $Rd & arg gReT ¥ e
eheileh 3ol T TP AT, TE ITolT-3(eleT STETall & AT 7ol oW 3Tl ofgel ofellel 1 o R o,
Afhel §H €1 $T g b 3T HSH I g do0| FHH doig FAT AN, Ig o 3fEH & uwAl A & &,
AfreT I8 3=oT § F 39 TR F‘ruawuﬁwmmﬂﬁ?'m A8l oAt H T%heldT 9T ol gl
3T T T ¢ fF S Sl % ¥ 3 S19d TeATd o1 915 §, df g7 g Rg & T s
WIIET 367 Ui g1 3R ars AT @ fhanfead w urd 81 YT st S USTEr g, Fifeh alat At
o WREH TT 125 gelhlcex T BigeTor Aol olisl & 3eures o fhar ¥

gTeliToh, ISeUfd Hehl Sl ATAT T Aol THSNT & TH T gl ¢WAT AMRT| I3, o1d faq & AdT 39
#H fAea g, dr eR-3eeT Al W 39 dIddid gl ol 389 fager ey & we fer fAedr g1 &0 I8
o oIE1 T gaR Helrepra afauely aAglar # g1l derh, Useufd #Ahi 1 Ig R 1 =il IrEr o, dfehe
TUTAHAT A & A - Hal AR HelT-3HeeT Al # Hvaa: 20 & 31f8h IR 3ehT Hellehrel &
T B1 TE aTal g & Sl Acmsit v 3mad & fovdel 5o W 8

iﬁﬁw,mé?wqﬁrwa@mqu FhRIcAS BTl 38 JUT & H9ell FAEATT 8 A 70 ¢
FARFT & @Y 386 R 87 A1 Goho! Yo A 53 AFS AT W AT & @Y T - A9 fergrer 39t
T3t &1 3ergm g3m ¥1 5@ Rl & o afe g8 e g1y HRA H R® Tl T &, o FHH Tohed T &
& 30 e § & Regrae 3¢ fBd & 39l {fAsr e Hevar Bl dddﬂﬁﬂjﬂﬁ'&m?wg‘é
HFd ORGS0 (G Ty ARt &1 Sl shgl Sfiar 8) 3R 319 B & @1y ET Figd da@d FaEsiiar
W & GEATT #T T T FA &
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