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Get Halfway There

India should be realistic about Al sovereignty. Given where it is, 50% of the job done
will be creditable

TOI Editorials

The year opened with Trump capturing Maduro, underscoring the extent to which even a major state’s
sovereignty can be constrained by US military reach. When it comes to Al, however, almost every nation except
US is similarly constrained — able to develop and deploy Al only so far as global tech supply chains, cloud infra
and chip exports permit.

Consider China. At the start of last year, its DeepSeek Al models were disrupting US markets by outpacing
established chatbots and prompting stock gyrations. This month, China’s Byte Dance released Seedance 2.0, an
advanced text-to-video generation model that has gone viral domestically and caught global attention for its
film-quality outputs. Hollywood studios and rights holders have already raised copyright concerns, arguing that
such models operate without meaningful safeguards against infringement. Despite the capability on display,
China’s Al ecosystem remains only partly sovereign — heavily dependent on foreign-made high-end chips that
Washington can restrict.

India is even further from Al sovereignty. It doesn’t yet possess a homegrown foundational model of anywhere
near world-class scale, nor does it have the sprawling, hyperscale data-centre capacity needed for large-model
training and inference at scale. That’s why the Adani Group’s announcement of a planned $100bn investment in
renewable-powered Al data centres and a sovereign cloud platform by 2035 is significant, even if stretched over
a decade. This commitment, unveiled at the AI Impact Summit in Delhi, comes amid wider interest in India’s
Al infra build-out: govt is reportedly targeting up to $200bn in data-centre investments to make India a global
Al hub. Already, Adani has explored investing in Google’s Al data-centre projects in India, signalling private
sector appetite to add compute muscle.

Meanwhile, worldwide Al development is exploding. Computation used for training powerful models — often
described as “training compute” — continues to rise rapidly, demanding vast clusters of specialised chips. Large
tech firms have poured vast sums into Al: US alone saw nine-figure investments in 2024 and continued heavy
spending in 2025 and 2026, dwarfing early Indian commitments.

This intensity reflects a simple truth: Al is no longer a novelty. Tools like Claude’s latest upgrade are reshaping
professional work, while video models such as Seedance now unsettle creatives. India’s advantage —a huge
talent pool — gives it one pillar of strength. But without serious investments in compute and foundational model
research, it will only ever achieve “half-sovereignty”. Chips, meanwhile, remain a longerterm endeavour. Even
half sovereignty, however, is better than none — and India’s current moment is an opportunity to build it.
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That Green Stretch

In Nicobar or in Aravalis, narrow approach to measure environmental impacts is a
serious problem

TOI Editorials

NGT’s dismissal of concerns over the environmental cost of the Great Nicobar project is almost certain to be
challenged in Supreme Court. The scale of the project — a port, power plant, airport and township — has deeply
alarmed conservationists for long. Great Nicobar’s biological wealth and evolutionary significance rival that of
Galapagos Islands, often described as a living museum of evolution. It is, to say the least, not an ordinary
landscape.

NGT upheld that no coral reefs were found at the precise project footprint and that nearby reefs would be
“relocated” for protection. Of the 20,668 coral colonies identified, 16,150 are to be translocated, while the
“threat” to the remaining 4,518 will be studied. The relocation plan, first documented in 2019, is projected to
take 30 years, with the initial decade alone costing I55cr. This technocratic framing echoes the incremental
weakening of safeguards seen in the Aravalis over decades. Institutions tasked with environmental protection
often reduce complex ecological realities to narrow definitional thresholds — hills above 100m in Aravalis, “no
coral reef, no nesting” in Galathea Bay. Both claims on Galathea Bay are contested. But even if accepted, corals
enjoy the same legal protection as tigers and elephants. That protection must mean preservation in situ, not
displacement.

Marine ecosystem is already under stress from climate change — warming waters, bleaching events and
mangrove loss. Dredging Galathea Bay, with inevitable silt displacement, and felling rainforest will only
intensify these pressures.

Afforestation cannot replicate the intricate web of a mature ecosystem. Nicobar’s strategic imperatives are real
but they cannot justify a narrow reading of environmental risks that can irreversibly damage biodiversity and
ecological balance.
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Hafardl & RN 38 5T @ TR a0 o 3ot 3 3o Fuferdl 7 SRR or@l SRl &1 wH o T8 <o
el S| Afshel ool & =l W wng sFdee WA & dga o &1 Sorefe & el dhuel dhr FHS
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e 3T A1 G H AATSH-HTAF HERAT 9¢ Fhll &1 A & 391 A A7 fF Rewm 37 37 0|
& - STET AR AT T G §- TS 1 WeAT ofell [ &1 oot aen 3R Siew o Remwam| Msw
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saRer ¥ 87 g R Ao ¥ RE @ aRT

AT IW, (7@ FHT 7N AR wwe )

GAR T S o Fr Jalfeier IfASST FT IMUR @M g FIMSAT & AT AR Ygel &f II H FHITT ol
EF«‘HTfrqéuﬁ dlell 9gell o &1 U7 dl Ted-3 & SIRT 3T gl & ol ga W AR IdARA &I
et HifcaeT off Tanfa R

g 9 el dofc & fohar arn, fSaa & gidfigs & fondll T9g-uie & gaRe &1 o ol RS § Ha
g aTaT| AR Row T af 7 sE F AT RS W A v A et f orr g 9 g,
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ST drvauedr & oPnaR & fawer geiuor Y enfAer &1 ‘frwradr saaeer 3R 3fser eaaeaar- so
ar Tt W TS FEHA F [T Tg FaoT dhelhT e IR AGT §; TG T The o

dTHTdT oErstaT 30 gt ¥ HRA & HARET HRIHH HT LT IR @ &l S o AR A UgAT 3R Harel
% TEATAT 3R eI 400 TR 3UIET T AhAATIIH HET H FAMIT FHT ARGH Faqor gReedy & #Ra
I Teh HeprA fGomar| Afhe gl # diuaTerd-a@61 (AS 2025) 3R Nvqued-#62 (Sieralr 2026) 3ifamit
¥ R d WO F 313 A F FRoT IS-3ifeerde IR HARF Ao & ST F JFAA I T
¥ gHEA ST 3R 3Hh Hel 38T & O Fodl gl &l gl &

39 YRFAS TROT H 9ARA FT 3ARET FRGH STIdT T FETHAT R MR a1l a6 IJg a1 & afg
3YTE-Theilch I IR HT AT AT ST, A Tg ShdeT Seol bl 8, HTTGEAT F AFT & Thehl &
3R faeg # aRg & Rufa &1 av R @ R & a&dt g1 390 o 39 Ao & aaR fhan 38
39IEl AT Uh Feo Yorell faRfad &, S ol el & fov Sigerar §6 i

HARAT TSET 3uarg GuTlell 3R 38 alg Sl Aeemse Y@ar o eIl & Mdl o Fellareider
qgars| SEY AR e & fav AR @ g8 3R 34 oml & v gy Rem & e go, S
HeayT 9IS B Hehd Al

Golle 3R AfATg & ol # A REwdie S 3rd-3iieaTders 3uagl @ IIed 3fiehst 13U HHEal &
Ty I AIRET 3R S gAYl & geUT & v SRa & Tshard & JAgE J s & 3uIel § Fes
arell IR Jaraferar daeaiel Feogerd & @7a Ed el garad Fd § 3R Shae qarcdh €1 7@
43 IARET dhelih ¢, TR R AR & Sfaet H AT T A & feh ge &l

AfeheT gTel &I TTATT Hebel &t & T SN &1 Tl Agearehian [uraar =01 AR Mgl Y@ensit w gara
STl T | TEET qarysr fr o ¥ 5w @iffa soe & a1 9Ra F 3796 Aol suafsuar gfder v o,
JEr 3T FIH F3r arem 8 U7 IR 3HT F FRUT I 3UATSUAT THTAT STcdT oAf|

3T R 3iaReT W 9faay JIeTaeT 2 3RE SToR @I T g, STafeh dled I eTT I 16 3RT 3o 3R
ARG & TR 25 IRT 3ok ¢l 3R @1 AR TdAT H EreTeT 21 Tiehy ifearder-dearsed drfod
FT WT g, I8 AT 1,000 T 31k 39UGT T TGATIT HLam g, oaTd & 250 Bha & fow gafda €

g UG TWT AIRT foF AR T HANET FRIFHH Fs TN 61 §; I8 6AN [ HT T Ageaqul AT,
SAIAH T 3CHTh, FIET ol T8 3R TSET 3G &1 AT &1 WHeg @, 580 gga o Felfodr @ o
o T § 3R 3HAT AT &TAIT Jrfee g
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froe oot g #1¢ & asex s iR @y & @
f3fSieer 3Fe & AR @ s 3R qT IR G §U Pa
TWHR H HS FEA QU WA I[6 HAT & gTT H AN
Al Haleld  9fhdr 3 &g ATRfEr 9o
(TE3) o] AT, NS T A HT T IR 3R
Rog &% @ d@feey T aaca e & gy fGul &
& @Y goE FIE o Affe Ifdat & @ desd & v
T HAAlGT AR &t @l 7 Fgll

30 o9 BfSea 3T & Th AFHS FT TAd: AT ol
W HHA I FAars & d1 A, d9 I HACT A7 Th
THAAY T GEdTT @1 AT| SHAT 36627 et Taifeat &
T S8R §H-aT TG er AR Sgr 9999 &, &9 &
fAeprell 915 R 1 FHEFaey arqdl AT T ATl Tg SedT= ¢ fh gl HIE & @ | & 5
#IOT o f3foicer 3RFC & 3 Hl Ugel3lt A AU A F AT T ITaed JeR-fawmhy |t @
ISeT forar am|

S8 FATT & THIW #T YEAT AR fRAT weeT Tg & TR g AAR A WA dIC & FET W A
HIETErST Ushad & fAT S Sicdel e & T, 3 3qHT 3R § FAT & %ddZWHﬁ%UgUﬁTagﬁﬁ
de o9 f3foiee 3Ee & AA ded & T I 7 g7

qfeh HleleT Td egaeAT Al 1 Ay g, safav At ol Ashal &7 FH &I ToT TWHRT T & g,
Afdre g TIHR depl, TlhiA Hufadl AR Bioce colewiAl i ffier W a et & & Fhc oAl 38 W
IR &Y T glar HIE o AP SN & AHT H i v effAehr @ dieaer arar 3R sEd o g o €
o f3foicer 3T HAT AR ool & HRhcR AHGT H aCHTT HT HAGI Well &1 TSR UEesr &
AHG B Fods & AT GAHA HIC H Ig oo fhar amn & Bfoed wis & SIRT 3T a6 54 goR
3 O o SATET S A W S TR B
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A HIC & AR Tg WA HS AsAl & doic ¥ 1 SAer §| Fa1 Ig fafT g1 o o9l & goikl s
9T T AE HAS & ST G 8, AfheT g AR o A TR W §0 W 3T HRAS H&AT ST g
FHS, ST 39 ag MY &IE & fAder o T @ §? W S W AT WEN f HHA AR AL UH
37ichsT Ig hedl ¢ foh 2021 & 2023 & oo 3fSieer wis &1 48 i@ fRIhrgdl & HehEel dhael a o
UR3EIR &of §5| Ig Ul T€r sarch & foh gfore argey ool &1 qhard & T dewR =7 | @l il fop
SO TSR FRIDA F GEARH d¢ @ ¢ sTH o 3fedy 7 & e f&F 37 d W gsh o5 afy
AT Y araw gl A e, Fife gfem #r sHe feeraed g gl

ﬁr:ﬁé‘ééwua@?ﬁ«lswaﬁwé’r@ﬂaﬁéwﬁ%mWWW%ﬁmmaﬁgﬂﬂf’@
o Sl fohcal AFS §, Sl SXhRT & el dMMgT, Afehel 308 WA HIE HT §EINT BT sl gl gl H
ghA HIE o Tedl R FHgafla geel #F oF FE & Mok 5 Qe d s U . FAFA A o
fow e s &1 Ader fgar, afe R-Aex arfaa argst 3R I go= arat $r afafafeat = Fafaa
forar ST @& 3R gew AF ST Th| 3T TS ASTAEIT & Heldl 3T TSH & IWW@G & fov AT
iR aea &1 o Tder foar, aif sl & aquraar galRea g 3N deo Tl & e smaeE
el

$a% 3ear M eTeld o I AT H I Telled IR FRT R IAFT geX Tolll S T FRAT § 3
AT R & FoR ATT T FI gl FIT T W FIH g, oA ohg YT T PN IATHA g7 Th
W HAY S WRA # AN gHEA3 # AW 3R Uige gl dlell T H&dT ol & Fedr o W gl o9
THRT H Tsh glcd Udhal & fov Taa: afea gar wfer, ofha g ag § & ar 87 & @1 §1 saer
3Ry § R S wel fohell AT gElear A 99 Wed A o WA § A 3hA a3 TS
BIYUTT el A ST gl &l ST

95 feeT AT gU S foestt 3R St v 3R F 3 AT A H FHA FIE A AU ER WA F v
AT Bl UST, Fhifeh W HYUAT 3edqq 3oehl FoAars w61 & W M| o9 GOHA HIE & 9 & dai 3%
foestt & F$ URT H FIGUT THH F ded Rl Fele WASRT & AT 3t I §, d9 3T A3ms Fi
AT $T ST & AU CTI FAT Ig FH TISRT Pl oTgl PeAT dMgq A1? fhar & 39 F7T H 81 ol
URT foh SI9 GNA HIE HIg AHA 3T Y & ol § ol SHA FHUG g1 Sl gl Hg AT Ig ¢ [
3eieh HIHCA T AR FoAdls I el & diG o g6 FHEAT 1 FAS Al HY ITal| FHA Jod TElh
3CTER0T § 3R aleh & A 3T feeell-Tatham & arg yeuor § AfFd = Aef|
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AN FA FT gHEER 31 Rl qgd Fo
AT Gl &, Fifh # 379 3§h 9F F7E ST
ST 38 9 g g § 3R 38 o feme &
fT v IMYASEeR W el Sl 'g: STgl Agar
3ATST ‘gleldAly @ '3idffoieh BB’ & Hebel & A
e U S €1 T AES U6 TH o e
% dlg 3T gehlel W IRT IR IHA ‘solh TSE
& IR & gpT, dl 38 38k I # el gar &
o AT |

e & A S A T @ 3R gohled R IA1, ot 9 A O W W@ AT, o H S Rare-fohdre wer ma
gl #H g, fedfehe, vl oI ‘faas- Belladl tod' & A # gheel HE I | § ? 38 Sae
feram, 3=t Ie W &1 3T AH P T T G IS & -9 SR, TgT AR T FgT A 1 5T
T & 3 WS IR STl §?7 $6 T 3HA Fgl, 'TH AT A Afehed AR FI TR W AT 81 95T &1

gderoll & FHATAh, I3 AR A HRIA TR HA gofad gU 1 ST S gE-Belall vE WeRe @
HATHT @ g ¢l feafhe iR St S fFash- Bellall voq e @9 @ @@= g dd, # i 3
3T JIEIH &1 AR qTell GhleIeR I & [T gheeRl, A IR FIA JREE § HREel
QET%“IE@W%ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁgﬂdﬁ<~<:|mus|q»<3Tq?TC|ﬁﬁ'lT$r
UTelel- GINOT Y TET g1 3EHI eell ¢, a6 [Faeh- Seadl veg & o dftheh B

F1S I AT g1, O 39% TOT Fafaw 39T 3Uy WAHT STT 8aT, JfeheT 38T JgT fhdl & Sid
el &1 3Hel Ueh AIeHUY 9 T & IR AT g1 il Y @1 &1 I w9 § & ot & 9w qawg
FH &, AfheT JE o T § 6 37 I g AT ¢ APEET HAGR R Ig T T6d & fob 37 I
AT A8l &1 d FEd ¢ [ 39 UH fFde, 3FWEAR, HSiTet, TgT do b e 3R fhde dT @ &
forT off wag =gl 81 g1l $ AW & I GHG T 5ol AT gl § T 3 Edr ot vl & g@d g

Wm%%ﬂﬁmmﬁwwg@«ﬂq TN ad g2 TT N IE ¢ & v @H To7 & a9 & g9
ST GAY & [ 3¢ Ig GraeT uscl § b ST Al AT 8?7 7 & 3 WA FE § T S[HAT Behehd 3o
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