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Stifling ideas
Sentiments cannot be allowed to trigger a criminal process against art

Editorial

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s direction to file a first information report (FIR) against the
makers of a film over its title, Ghooskhor Pandat, is a sign of how sections of the ruling establishment have
come to treat speech that they dislike. Mr. Adityanath alleged that the title attempts to disrupt social harmony
and hurts religious or caste sentiments. The producer agreed to remove promotional materials for the film. A
dispute over expression quickly became a policing matter and the threat of criminal process swiftly compelled
capitulation, even before any court had examined the facts. Article 19(1)(a) protects speech precisely because it
can sometimes be unwelcome to powerful groups. The restrictions that the state can impose are enumerated in
Article 19(2), and have to be proportionate. Courts have also separated speech that offends from speech related
to violence or disorder. In the present case, the FIR is a threat, issued by a Chief Minister no less, to mobilise
the coercive machinery of criminal law, a sign that the state fears public debate and wants to flatten the issue to
a matter of discipline. Of late, the visual arts have often been met with restrictions. In 2023, West Bengal
ordered that The Kerala Story not be screened in the State to maintain “law and order”; a few months earlier,
the Centre had directed platforms to remove links to the BBC documentary, India: The Modi Question, sans a
judicial finding on illegality. Other examples include Kaum De Heere (2014), India’s Daughter (2015),
Padmaavat (2018), and the documentaries, Infiltrating Australia — India’s Secret War and Contract to Kill (both
2024).

In a diverse society, people can plausibly say they are hurt by many things, which is why sentiments are not
useful thresholds to trigger a criminal process. Equally, when film-makers and distributors believe that the
safest way out is to erase contested material rather than defend it in law, the public loses access to the work,
courts lose the chance to clarify legal standards, society loses a chance to exercise the democratic response to
controversial art — e.g., boycott or satire in return — and, over time, the marketplace of ideas wilts. Speech is
not always free of consequences but the state bears the burden to examine it with specificity. A more sensible
response, when there is a credible claim of unlawfulness, is for the aggrieved party to seek judicial relief, record
the reasons, and adopt the least restrictive measure. Taking executive action flies in the face of this
constitutional process. It is Mr. Adityanath’s responsibility to ensure public order while allowing people to
express themselves, not to maintain it by curtailing expression altogether
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gAR fharal 1 ARG I @ g1fal oIt ameT gram| 2T Fr For 500 G T U] IR AT ST HT AT
1% € AR TRT AT gT| R & Y &1F 1 Fel SN 1 el Toh-{dgS AT e geareler &
AT g 3R JifSprer R ayares o &1 3RS hig 4RT A 3uasy IR & Fhr &1 AR SRt F
T TarEegye g1 S8 ®RUT Jg ¢ fb fAffiee 36l & Tl & Weld S0l & dlg goeeie dedl &
YT g HY F B T4 A1 g, S Nl - R giar g1 3R J3-Aisee gl & HROT &1 8 g1 3R
#H GFRET & H ST HT GG, Fohell, Ade T Goll & Sl g1 JUHA TSl offel TaR HT HGH F8T
3culeeh g, oA #RA # §&aT °RT A @R, STg7 deh HIATE & ol & Falel ¢ al AR asi & dol
I FHAT QU A & AU FHBT AT Sailel AR 3T AT § HAT WM& 81 THR odR et
g 3R gogad 3cuee Jo & fov Jicaifed &idr @l & | d888Td, 3R &l 3R s & aifd deer
g o Y @ A Al AP H Tl IeIAT S GY-UTeld, Wedl IR ST & Iorar 3T deyg dred
giichomR g 3-Uhss 3R dhes 3cule ST 3UHAT H AT oM
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aEaR grErrEr R Y v ¥ Bfoed 3RTe & IRT Al & v
44T 83U A & AHS B FoAdlg A g A FE A o
Re AEems, do 3R Red dF & @ W aReet geve i,
3EY FE g g g & o #w sl § gue & v S o
forar e wfge, @g € far oM @ &1 gl #IE AT oIg
wa@aﬁm%%ﬁmmwm
NTC & AFC H d6 ARFRT IRTAT & Fer gra § 30 =4
HRUT HSST 3T oIl T STATYS AT & §3T of | &

zg feogoft &1 TRIUR 8T 8T ST Tehdl, Fife IJg @ &
I g F S & IRY sHR-FUR gEaiaRd I TS HH FY
Sed N & AT S T W FES T8 | THSTAT HideT
g T O @ar O $A SU-3ER &I Il g, 309 [&olh s
dCIRAT & Y HRAS T F7G FA? AT H1 Tg FATT & dohl 1 AR W garer @3 e gl I
d% FHIRY Tas T o B BIE & HAHAT W TSk 991 & deb oJINH oIl Fehall o

dol & 9 T s RAwea gl & arfer fr afe ndl @ma & Aselr TR 3MA-FIetel T & dI¢ T 3
3T WAl # TARER & W & ar § 3T AT of Toh| 3 dX 9 TAT d8eT e & Aes i &
I &1 W A golle FIE T AR @ Roid 3 &1 0 A& o 3maeash g g or & 9 S @t @
W O AFrem 11 39T SWR-3WR fRar STar 8, 39 W AT dapr T Sarecel aF # | AR 7 d&
VAT AT Agl fRaAT ST T@T AT?

Hfh ABSR SN & AH A i Td 3T TSTddl H Teolal & HRATS HeT HaTh giar § 3R I
SEH foelis S@et 1 A 8, safav A I & W3S &1 o fder & st fh O AFel # aslr &
PRATS T U] S@T § fF AT & 9rar § AT g1, Fifer TS S & AT 99 RE §¢ | §, 39 ud
EU 30 HeE & T dag 3 Foht Sia e A derE gl

Tose § o gfo &1 ot Argel oot & Arecl & Sira 7 g 8 g gl e SIS F dge oI Ak &
T a5 #ato, Red d% 3R el 3rRET & i dlodd dge T TaeTehal Sas AR 5@ el &
TS TR PSR QU A H a9 o1 & fAder Ul 3resr giar & SR 319 oo Tg H1H 30 F)
9T & FT AN 98 ST AR FA8T 8 Tohal o BfSed i@y @ 54 g9k I3 39 & 30 fir afr
gSW S T &1 Tg A #$ oI Tl & sl 4 o 31feh g
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TS A s AgnAfdd ater

fea FaAR Ah, ( AEF FERT AE TR Ihad § Fagy FERE RAedvs §)

$G ALY Tgd AR HATHT HHAW dlell Th AR HUA o T Bl @ Aol Hoeh & @R ot & o
maﬂﬁa@,ﬁmaﬁﬁmwﬁmlwaﬁ?ﬁ,mwmmﬂw@w
HTATS g1 HRA o BT & Y 5T RAST HIST T TAYAT 2015 H T AT Ig 79T g FT Ugell
9T IS &, ST Aearerg R & &Ud 81 S8 36T 125 Heey St & Ay ey 2030 o &R
ol 3c9TesT H Teh feforgel iR &1 f@der 31X 1000 3femare @ik Fat &7 3cuesT g1 feT & &3 I) sTH
i gl T AT AT a3, 9 30T TAHR Aal fhaT|

fase= g ¢ T U0 IORSET HIMGeT & IERBT R I G o351 Sl H & Teh @l Hfel & oer 4@
FT & I & TR Fol @ JIT ddhelieh AR SN IST| SHH FNOT IE § 6 goRl A5 w9 gfar faemer
T HATHT HAT TN HARAT HUTAAT 1 7S Tehelleh o THUH H AR H AU g7 el TRl &1 T Gelr
HTA-HAIHT & ITfciehcll AT & & A U AR & GEAN A W@ & AR Tadlolralr & T g@l gt w
fAeR &1 sl AN & Tord §A favd TR W Aqed ot & a7 g1 favg afedar g 3em & a1 @
el TG 1 SHHT drall 3GTgI0T AN & Acfed arerr Yerd fAforer arsais g

Yore fafoer Fgcaqol deneliehr afal & #1H 3T are gefet wiealt & gl 3R seiEor & S 3mgfd
@3t A A et S 3T & 38 & W AT & el & 38T A ST I/ §1 gl AR o
S S5 A1 FTOT SIS A, W T AW o 38 FhR AT AT| 3§ W HRA & FS 3Tl o FHel
g7 & I THR 3o7eh AT HEART A ol I GolsT Wil &l Telel 3R JHEHROT AR H A Fehdl &

AR & 9 el 3R STl & dc gore Tidelt @ faed &1 ek #9937 SN g, Sieieh AR 38
AHS H 39 & A AR W g1 g9 AHA-CH-ES-A HT G W Melels T Fesl & 948 # s@AT e,
Fifn Mietels & ard e &7 Noal Fa@ T97 goidT Whetsll & SR §1 3R ARG Mefols #r grlier off
FT o d9 & 3.4 AT T & AT 3TRT TUTT TTadr & gI|

famoig a8 § & goter @fesit & &1 & R & 3ARST &1 WS9] ofall AT AT IeAR? S &
HRAT 3Tl & T o0 Tidoil & Telol 3N THERIOT A & o1 Hel, JANHT o A el °Tel
Sy R @ YFH RAfawr & Ssa & fAv ARG # o sEhr geleld e arell Th o &
3THR o1 GoIsT Wiatsil T Welel 3 THERI] g ST Ufehar &, SHTAIT R &l ARDT T 3RS H
HTH AT TG g9, W I g4 Ig T AT T 3T gl ke df g7 RIf¥er g3 Jmwer 3k @
3R JHEROT dFheitehr H faer & JA8T FET| U Ig £ 57 Sfea w1 &1 A F Fa w forar?
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dieT 1986 # €1 IANHT T NS BIs gIH Wivtoil T TS F97 3cleeh Fa1 34T AT| 1985-95 & &g oieT A
g1 @il 7 3cdreet 464 Uiderd F@rl 2004 3d-3d et faed o & 90 wfarrd geley @iotsll &1 fozias
el gohT AT| 3TST el AR goler iatsil 1 70 TiaRId Teted, 90 Ffderd Aleed 3R X 318 #Avale & 90
afderd 3curesT 1 AT Far g1 S A WA 1980-90 & gk H FI U 96 &H TS FAT g1 A
Hehel? MMcATAIRAT FAT HTcATECE & 3TN | S 49T o AT Aehelleh R HT S F FHeAl Y fear o7 ot
FIT §H TRAY] S g1 §aT1 forar a1? g8 3e0e 3areor off e faw|

&H EHAT BIEeR e A I AT I I© & 50 doId §H TSl doh 39 &F H FcATAIR AGT & Toh
g, Seieh faed T g Herdldd IARP, §H, B, JUGT Fu, @ I $5 sle AR 386 o0 T
I 81 @ § 6 Rd &I T aR I a@l s T @I Ha B, T A7 ARG F & Rt F
BIgeY S AT HA T3, Fifeh ARG argdAl & I oIsieh A & a7 3 A 29 Frargel €1 arehr
(€ 9T §, Safh gl A 8 A 42 TFaIsa dael| I8 Ryfa safav §, F3ife a9 &1 3cded AT &
o818 9T 3N TS SiT STl Sl 1 HRIHA Y LT & W@

1989 # YRH fhU T FAT ST S FRAFHA H HRA oF 2008 dF AT 2000 IS TIY &1 foder fHar
IR AR 38 3% g dod Aot I 3T X fear| WoSer 40 Ird # ART o Ha ol FIHA |
Hf&ehad I5000 HIs 9T @Y fhU §, SAafh AT AT o TuE §olR s 08 T A el gl 3o
AT & g B NG & F@RATAT o5/ [FAE 3-20 & AT 391 ST §oid R B, Safdn g del O &
st faae fager @ @lie & fav fid-ar 9@ a5 o0 @9 & ard g1 3T HS I§ arel X Hehell §
fo g 3ifos I fadel ofsme fadeT @l o W@ 872

oeT S N & 100-120 1% AT g7 T & 3R g7 A N & 6-12 FgTst =1 1 I &1 FROT Tg
¢ & 58 go & fav g 3mREH W R §1 A9-ar org a3 v9d faeeh ofse Ree | @ ae
& 91 AN PR TG AT ol & fard W fohder T & qreed, I8 8 fqarola g1 59 a& s
[T H TcATAIRAT FT TSI TAUA 8T AT ST, d dh IR & Teh AR [aeaerfedd ddad W
TRATIEA o9 IQIM| HARA & HERITFA Selel T AT AT oTgl ¢ 3R o & 3T T A FQRITFT &
ST Hehdll g

Live
feccadre

o .com Date: 10-02-26
garHa AR STy & ar yqwor F1 wHTTT

dRE FAR Yegell, ( wAaor dfas )
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feeel 3 23 Sl 1 g8 SIReT 3R AN T & FROT YguUT H AN hAr SR 3179, G AT IUTTET
GERHT 3 9gd TS T & dhael @i FUf o PR 5| 2oaﬂaﬁaﬁaﬁaﬁ§‘§2ﬁ,aﬁ'aﬁa¥
et feaft # arg gguor A IR Fufd @ ey 9gd wie Fufd f Aol @ & @w au fear
genifen, I8 &ufa off A Raféar el & v @ 7€ A 39 SN IR, 3Teie faeR g SRR 7 arg
O] Fechich (TFYITS) 445-449 TG, 190X AT 7 1| Rig ATl & THg3ms I 401 & FW g,
dar 98 arg yeuoT Hr MR el FEend §

Sicl 25-27 SToTadl 1 o SRATT o dg o 28 g HT feeell o1 Ay IoTadT ashih TR @ Aoft &
ATl T HIEX AR HH AGAT H 5 B dF 27 RAMST TR GaNT Jg i ‘dgd W 3R 10
T F TR AN A gl AT I T| AR F AR, TS o A vargns 50 d & gid &1 51- 100
TFIITS Halvoleldh dar 101 § 200 d& #ALIHA A0l T AT S g

el & @rell @, WA YU & el H1 we ufd A7 guR gar v aia - e, swara 3R g #
fRufd v AR &ear g1 gar & 9 FA @ @ Jquor A theldr §, SdfE gar I gl ¥ 3HH AEIR 8
ST &1 AT gaT & Wquor 3t 3e$ oo SifaT 8, Tored gar ' 96 W 3R '@y St & geral oere
¢ STATT T FEA g1, AT FIhieh gead AR PR g W TG o91aT g1 STRLT Al el SFelled o feadt
g, dr a7 & gFer oX off 3felr ST @ 519 §aT & SRUT WTell HA STl ¢l STT AT 10 & HoT gar H
A WA § | g1 & Y Reeh & I & ST G0 Jrel S9TE & FA Ygf¥d SRl R Ggqyor 9gd
el &1 $& AT Ugad o Tg 3 Gelter & 18 o fo oo & g yqwor & uifehediel @ 31T Yelehvll
8 ATereT T B

R # 10 9§ qF §U AT 3eAAT § 9T Tel A1 foF 7 800 #iex 1 FU5 W g TqT0T HA &
ST Bl g 3w.||éa$q§u|Wmﬂaﬁﬁrqﬁﬂﬁ?wm%lwéKGﬁwmqgﬂﬁ%,é
TS AT Fe¥h FOAMT H IR o A &l §ar A @, A Jq0T A Hepam 3R gar Hi7 afq df g, o
therra 31 grom| aifar & &Y gar @ faem #ff Ageaqot g B

24 waeY, 2021 1 FNA HIE & ceebloilel T AT TeT dF IH=A SN HI[ATS aTell NS o gl AT b
Ay YeuUT T TR AT 3T S W USS REE' & AT HIg HeH 3006 & qoird HAFHA @lA= &
MR W JAAA FLars Hr S AgT AT & F I3 RENT TR T e T Teol-uadiR &
Y IOTET & TGS Bl T GGNOT Uchel o TOTAEY 3TATA 39T ¢ %ﬁﬁw@aﬁ%%&fa@
Fo o ol fhaT o T, a9 o $T JqUT T T SFef- TN & A fFT S Aot €l

AR agell o arETHe arel Jiedf@ien &bl 7 Il ¥ -9l 81, dl ardraor # S g ol gt
YhR & Ye¥eh HH 359| FI drel M5el (s fher) 1 dr-dra &7 @il fomar e, oot & w@gr 3mfcd
g1, SR W ey § TSH W AShel 9, g 9U T HSAH 3ol A @l fF AT o dfgTw
3T I Toh |
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Sl & 8T, 3 Gl A o o, Y3 OIS ATeel Sl W A g1, dleel sual A AT o g1, aF gandt A
YeNehl T AR A g WF H, aIRer IR AT g1 F WA o Ggwehl H Fo FAl 3T | IR
Ig o § o feoel & SeTg-siete arg J[uradn Faehish H T 3 giem 81 31 i 3R sitanferen Rt
Tl oMo aTg TGNUT T ha TR ST Hehell g
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