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Expectations vs Reality: Our Cities

ET Editorial

Well, what do you know — there’s one line in this year’s Economic Survey that has read our collective mind:
our cities are ‘aspirational but exhausting’ — magnets for opportunity and ambition, yet booby-trapped by
pollution, overcrowding and a pace that quietly erodes everyday life. Beyond governance and financial fixes,
the survey goes beyond the usual data points surveyors so love — civic norms, shared responsibility and respect
for public spaces. These intangibles explain why public behaviour can seem unruly in one setting, yet
surprisingly disciplined in another: orderly queues on Mumbai’s BEST buses, or calm commuters on the Delhi
metro (see column below).

The challenge, of course, is bridging the gap in these national ‘expectations vs reality” meme of our cities. You
may cheer the India-EU FTA for cheaper Maybachs and Lamborghinis, but where will they go? On cratered
roads that double as experimental water bodies each monsoon? Through traffic that treats lane markings as
abstract art? We build flyovers to escape congestion that earlier flyovers promised to fix, inaugurate metro lines
while last-mile travel remains an endurance test, and launch smart cities where the smartest survival skill is
patience.

The survey’s subtext is clear: India faces an infra and coordination deficit. We cannot build new cities from
scratch, retrofitting old ones is Herculean, and a commons-first mindset cannot be legislated. Aspirations and
economic heft alone will not sustain urban life. Until governance, social norms and design work in harmony,

our cities will remain wonderful in theory and exhausting arenas in practice. Ambition has arrived. But with
civility and predictability still under construction, we await conversion to reality.
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Stay the course

Equity rules may need modifications, but they are essential

Editorial
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On Thursday, the Supreme Court of India stayed the University
Grants Commission (UGC)’s Promotion of Equity in Higher

QRS‘T_Y GQ" Education Institutions rules, calling them “too sweeping”.

e\\\ 4/)\ Notified in January, the rules sought to address all forms of

N) Ny discrimination, in particular caste-based, on campuses after

/ \ years of activism, litigation and tragic suicides such as Rohith

Vemula that shocked the nation’s conscience. The Court had

* * mandated the UGC to draw up these rules. The 2012 UGC
‘v’

framework on this issue had been almost completely ignored by

HEIs. Caste and caste-based discrimination is a persisting

4 \/ reality and addressing it should be a political, social and

V educational priority. Many students have faced it, leaving

CO M \0§\ lifelong scars, and sometimes ruining lives. UGC figures show

MISS that the number of such complaints in HEIs has more than

doubled in the last five years. The draft rules were made public

last year for discussion and the rules have been notified with

changes. There is a case that the new rules are a dilution of the

2012 framework that identified many more and pressing forms of discrimination, and had separate sections that

dealt with problems faced by SC/ST students such as not fulfilling reservation norms. But what is different is

that the new rules seek to implement the setting up of equal opportunity centres, equity committees, equity

helplines and squads, and time bound complaint resolution through better monitoring, oversight and

representation in the inquiry committees. An HEI’s non-compliance with these rules can invite UGC action,
potentially bolstering compliance.

Campuses in parts of northern India have seen protests against the new rules on two counts. The rules define
caste-based discrimination as only those against SC/STs and OBCs, and there is no provision for action against
false complaints. At one level, the former may seem unfair to general category students who appear to have
been denied recourse. Though it is self-evident that caste-based discrimination is almost exclusively against
lower castes, the Court could consider leaving out the explicit definition. This may mar the political signalling
in the context of what led to the original Court directive but could be considered so as to achieve the overall
goal of the new rules. Also, the draft rules of 2025 offered provisions for addressing false complaints. Putting
them back in could have a chilling effect on complainants from marginalised sections. But a solution could
ensure that only complaints proven to be motivated to frame someone were actionable, not all complaints that
were merely unable to prove discrimination.
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i 7 F FANRAT guRa W IR 7w @
S———

e adaror o ST A e & dgdl Hohd & ATY & 3 HAANAT T Sarhr & Farar
g, ot stfasy & g i gl & fv Fhdreceg ariad g el 81 Y AR AegheaRor &
3cUGT & AT & 3cUIGehdl (FH oRTd H SIGT 3¢l d6lel, dieusr iR vaAugdr & sardr &1
SE $eIYC ol el 3R Wl I oiefve Feflel W ool fear arar g1 Uhsiag 3R vh3sans
Il fager @ 3= arell SfFderd 3 FEIEI fae &7 gl W [&ar & @y 8 F @ fFaw &
g BT AR AT R 3Med dTel Al F IMcAAIRAT & JIral A dgcX AT &l Ig Al gV
R TS &Y als 7 g & 93 ot & Mos mar §, v & wog & § & vervewA 3R FE-Us
T3NS AlSed $H SHE §H UCllhell-3MeTRd Bie-ole facy &1 feer & sear =iigvl s6d iy @
Y fAET 3R A-FharaRar & A JeEal oeh H o187 Al Fohl &1 €T & IRE & Hegolor
T T AT § & oA § FUR, & Fariadl sgter st & &ret, golell Hiefell Tishansi
oISl Fellel T EXHRT A & AGGaToR ATl dTel ar guf # gRar 3R 3¢TAT & T W & IR
AT el 99| oAfched GRUTH hRIcHS &l

Date: 31-01-26

Welged A 39 8 A gt worfa Alser F agaT emEe

guier 9d, ( 99, geias A 3R FfERar JEred, $Rd WER )

Ardsliereh T3t #, 7 ASTA3i HT YA AT Folc HT ATA TGl A H FUR HT JHOT AT STl &
50dT HFRIcA® A IR FAGGEY fohdleaddd (Worfd’) do #H TUTHAT g AT o 8 TWHR & 39T
TROT T HIGAT T oliel Asal- "FUR, Felel HR FIROT & §G H egerd |
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FUN & cIGEAT I el aIRT, FaeeT & 3eheret AT W fAeiey arel Jamt & HUR W ger ARl
FATAXOT I AP & Sfide] G IS dlel ddide A o YR W AGT AT A1ige| I8 USel ¢ arel
AT ATEeT H T Y dgenra &l gAfar § Wi’ ook ar #9 g, e Sy g sl & oy e
1 TEPTA &I Feell B

THR H g U & AT 9 1 & Tl ISl §1 Ueh QW &oll Yol IRASTAT UE H hadel Teh ATl
T8 &, TE 3T ©F T FgE §, O o qguﬁﬁcqlql AT 91T g1 I§ 39 FAST Fr dhel® &, o
faRy gemsT & T SR-GR T Sl 95T §, Fih IFadrel Selel 1 e R 6T g3l

gMhl ddh $IRT H agFr-lfr TWHR IRAGTAT A% Bsell H € Jchl Tl TR LT FHROT FHead H
faerar &1

TUAHAT g AT & gl Aged & ded, WOl AN VAT 2015 H HT IAS| I3 G THI A
ARTTSTATIHT T AR FeT & &, 7orEna 3R SATacEr T wAT F A ST QT A1l ol IT-31ER Sl @
Jd ¥, ga1s 37153 A% FRET W AT H 3eah S o, fSotel & Tolic FE-Fagd § BT g T 3R &g
WHR I TsT WIFRT & T GHAT HT GHATAT Tl deh gl gl arar A

g1 HRON A oG, HAST H IRASTAT Gl @ STt | oAfehet arfer &1 10 @reil S HgeaqoT qafeerar
Tose g1 3G Feudieyd Alffeier fFcH # 3d de 85 o s TYT F ¥ &I GRIISAT Tffer &
a5 g1 382 uR@een3t & Rfgaa & g 3, 187 vgw wHEIsd & ¥ 2,958 (93 vfawd) & fte &
FATIT FRAT ST THT &1 & g8 TATAT Q& b qell, o1e] &1 b fasfell Tolie, AF & I 3T,
Fofeht HIN §T TTAI 3R S[3 g Yeid folel & fears & &

ot &1 RomeeT - Riguia Rivee o e, sLEG dwein AT AR bl T @ ot
A F A e o AEeH H SE &ar & SHH dolg ¥ TUHAAT & ALl Ueh Colehid 9 TER &
aftat 3R T & Aeg afREl & 9y IR S JHEeT F 9

AghRI EAlG &l 'Falfa’ o Holed fohdl §1 SRR &1 H WIfd o od §AT § 3eeh aRASE3IT H
ST ST g1 ASTEATA & SiHarsl & JoRUT GRAC] Fofl RIS, 38H & SfFdier Io0-0g- d5% Iol-
ST Al 1997 F & a1 a5 N, Afhd @W o & F A & ¥ G fRAr o7 gl A AeS
HAWSET §aT$ 37gsT o@reral 25 @il HT U & alg 2025 & FHA 3cHlcel fhal 7| STFH-3UATR-
ATR- SREFEr  fold W@ FT QRO §, @ Welde G d W gl wa uay A
e 1 fonar foraar ef-a1mer, e, offd 3ifRrgor iR Foplr doely gAlfaat 1 IR foham S el

ST & GFHT H ARG T 37 {6 93-93 agr de WfAT JA87 §1 T 39 TS & FH gld ST JJaT
HLar gl
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W A gerfer A HT FE A R@rar § F aeed # guR o gA AR JAreT @ aRadHqSRy Fg 8
hell| TSET A &I QU ToisT GUHAAAT & faoiel- "Gt H1Y, Faol fdhrd, Haeh faeamd AR qaer
9O H % STelehdT gl

g foo A% foari o & @fRa a8 §, dfcr 30 AR IR @2047 & §3 d&T F AT A &
T aredfasar e oy o foRar o @1 &1 -l §ed drehdal Seelld a9 3Tl §, Sid OH sgaen
9SS, ST I8 FiATRad wY fob St hael fow 10 8, 3 a9 A Sl W Ay g @ 2

Date: 31-01-26

et dr gier o

UG

Ig 3ToT § T dolc & Ugd &He & 97 ¥ Ffeqor & 3eieh gltodr 1 3R o eareT rehi¥a foar
TN SAH § Ueh § AU A H' g [debrd & gledrl Ifeh 30 W AEAR & Yhier STl a1 8, ST
3T #gar o @HS Se aifgr 3R 39 W MR ¥ eue o RRar Ser wifgul sEw ae & Fig
HAGAT 8 b AT HAES G Fgl §1 F Teh Hgedqul TS IHa@TAT &1 §9 §l SHITAT 3o 3MMAH
Taehe 7 SoTeT gl ST §1 AN AT Hehel ERe] 3cUlg (SIS & Aerered o aor | 8, el 3 oA
AR SfaeT & dF &g 767 g7 o1 @ &, 5 fORg & 3% ot & eeX &1 ey Shasr gaeamnst a fix
W@ gl T dera, d3 3dR Il F1 99T s ® £ v Ao 3R saRdle e & &Rt @ @ R
T TaSee T8 o § o MR o A eye gurl & wgd T @1 w3t AT o s g gwer
gRUTH Jg & & Aed FFETAT [|IEa B 3T &t &1 I8 off ¢uay & 37 Wr ¢ 6 s agx 3nfdw
afafafat & &g 57 I F a1g off ToEfad T T gRT W & T §1 W T8 FWR AR At Hr
AT g8 T &l ¥

3MYeh HETOT o HTHR R AR U AoTEd F Fohel B 3cUIG &1 0.6 FfaRra & off &ar wred e
g1 gl dem Y § R e A W e ool A FhAT ST TET B WG B F IR S
fAHToT X F7T 58 W wAe § A A Srar & sewd wgd Sl @ wRd ale @ f@Em ger ar
SEI? AR H - g sifafafat & &g o 5o for ama €, ofeee 39 X *feas @ & e ar
ST & o IR gl Tger AT Y 3oTehT JTARTAT S8 §ram? Sid AT eftheh SIHA, ATdshAvT, Seuor 31
FaEERT O g § O 399 3cucehdr THad gl & 1Y g 398 fAder fr gurger s s gdr 81 39
SI9 Ig TS § fb UE A WIS HT dd d6d @ ST g, a9 Y 3o ddfad vd Rws fawrE i
Fated Graffehdr & S =ifgul 37l Q@ w7ET g @7 8, SEfav el & sl affqar Sedr o W g 3R
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AT T A A% Sod o W® &1 Jg 3aeTF g o, ay & & s gdeor & g @ @
3O TEIET arer e & T ST AT PE Fel H T SIS TS §, 3ol g il & v T57
TSN 3T U] F Tg GHST &F 319 e FT & g [Fhd HTr 3907 &7 F1F ¢ 3R Ig safav Far
ST ATRT, AR SHE & e 3|

< Date: 31-01-26

I fase= & § 6 RCY gsqary #ge (SUB3S) o
TH W IfFd &t 3gH SFaelr | &) &7 & iy
S fior fear, S SellcpR S 3R 3TRIY T 3RIYY
gl IIRdee g & 'Sc@vdd < 9fder el
(3T faRgey FaTermrR gfaaifar & ffear o
& for S AR o IEA AT §, 3UH FTAchR
HRA el (Falfoigd) @A fg adsr & gawes 3R
BT & T H AT INAT g TATHMAS & 3 o] ardr
e @sr & T ¥ F @ WY F IRh Fosw
eRTa F& AT 7| HareT g TR @ A9 & had §
Jgel FIT SUGSTS of U IR Ig Adal FI TRd Aer GHsT fF s @enfeal W Far 3w ggam 3k
Y AW TR W 2 fT o7 fFg TaX 9T ganfad gRfl| 3aRxsiT T &1 T gfaafaar & 8
ST dTel gof | ThAl SOfFd Hl AT I T Ugel AT 3Th g H DI Isdlel Aal HI AT ? 3R
SUGITE & RAA g T W @ 3Gl 3R Fel AAS & aR #7 JFaRy oA, df 38 JRAT g &
T ASlel &I FIT YR AT ?

mﬁ@rmﬂwﬁ?\'@ﬁyﬁrmﬁéﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁgid sfaa #Rag w3k Ty & gfafaar
I TRETT TAT Wl T ITNAT HIH WA & AT &I 3T HRATG AT STABRT S T Hgl| glei S 1T Tg &
for 3rrer fr aefRar AR At F FAegASR & S IR Ifad JTHAAT W dT g, 38 Wol JfUwiar o
R el o1 Fidfafticd e & T qor & aTeY Sl &7 3egaAfa o & &1 Stafeh sad uge off &\ &t
SIS UEHls Sellehl BIIGT 30 H Hd Ueh 310 HAHel H HGEY o 2022-24 e & fov felfad &
feam oaml 47 36 Re & hAA F Yol F ARAT IR Gy A ST FY e ggaE i ARAT & R R T
aq@r ST =IfgT ? Sl et off Wel A T@NfSal @ o HT AT YeHe MMM & g H YA S & o
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3HH TS DG H Th A & d W W S AT, G861 SH Uge] 1 i@l el &l fordl e ar
SiTaaT |



