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Laying Waste To The West

Trump'’s belligerence on Greenland is splitting the Western alliance. Depending on
what he does, Nato could collapse. Thing is, many MAGA heavyweights will relish that

Rashmee Roshan Lall, [ Columnist based in London ]

Several months after a chilling scenario about possible
Russian aggression in Europe became a bestseller, it
may be time to update both cast and script. The book,
by German international relations professor Carlo
Masala, is titled If Russia Wins: A Scenario. Set in
2028, it imagines the audacious Russian military
takeover of a small town in Estonia some years after
Ukraine has been strong-armed into an unfair peace
agreement. Not only does the plot affirm Russia’s
dastardly intentions towards the Baltic states and
Europe, it serves as a test of Nato. It fails. Though
collective defence is a founding principle of the 32-

member military alliance, Nato offers no pushback.

Fast forward to 2026. Trump’s desire to seize Greenland is roiling transatlantic trade and politics. Trump
restated his “psychological” need for the world’s largest island soon after the Jan 3 kidnapping of Venezuela’s
president and capture of its oil reserves. By mid-Jan, the US president’s focus on Greenland has begun to seem
deadly serious, even sinister. White House says the acquisition of Greenland is a “national security priority of
the United States” and the use of military means is “always an option”.

Trump issues steep rising scale of extra tariffs on seven EU countries and UK for opposing his wish to take
Greenland. Europeans bristle and call the act and its intention “unacceptable” and “completely wrong”. EU
leaders continue to offer a verbal defence of mineral-rich Greenland’s settled status as an autonomous territory
of Denmark. They stress the need to uphold the UN Charter, not least “sovereignty, territorial integrity and
inviolability of borders,” which a top Trump aide dismisses as “international niceties”.

EU and Britain have even despatched small numbers of troops to the ice-covered island as a symbolic show of
Nato’s resolve to protect Greenland. The stated enemy is Russia. Sotto voce, European officials and diplomats
start to whisper the unsayable: the America threat. Cue an updated alternative book title to that bestseller on
malign Russia: If Rogue America Wins.

For the first time since 2019, when Trump’s wish to buy Greenland was greeted with gales of laughter, the
mood has turned sombre. The frozen Arctic island with an ironicname genuinely seems under threat. In a
strange and scary twist, it comes from US — Nato and Europe’s main security guarantor and keystone of the
rules-based international order set up after World War I1.
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For, it’s entirely plausible that US could take a slice of territory in Europe without a single shot being fired. It
could just despatch troop reinforcements — a few thousand extra personnel — to the existing US Pituffik Space
Base on Greenland’s northwest coast. Last March, Trump told Congress that US troops might just show up on
Greenland one day. In a scenario reportedly gamed out by Danish officials, Trump could lay claim to Greenland
by simply announcing via a late-night Truth Social post that the territory is now an American “protectorate”.

Britain has begun to worry that Trump may champion his buddy Javier Milei’s demands the Falkland Islands be
handed over to Argentina some 44 years after winning a 10-week war to repulse Argentine invasion of the
British territory.

Unsurprisingly, Thucydides’ famous quote is trending, even among those who know nothing about the
Peloponnesian war: The strong do what they can and the weak suffer what they must. It says something that
Trump plans to soon start building a triumphal arch in Washington DC, loosely modelled on European victory
monuments from a bygone age. He fancies himself in the mould of the late-19th century president William
McKinley, who led a sustained bout of American expansionism with the annexation of Hawaii, Puerto Rico,
Guam, Philippines and American Samoa.

Is it a given that European countries, colonisers of yesterday, are forced to submit to a new imperial order? Only
if they did nothing at all. A massive military defence of Greenland appears unlikely, a point on which both
Trump’s aides and Danish legislators seem to agree. White House deputy chief of staff Stephen Miller has
already contemptuously ruled out the need for force because “nobody’s going to fight the United States
militarily over the future of Greenland”. And a Danish lawmaker recently said it was absurd to even consider
defending against invasion of an enormous island of ice, nearly four times the size of France.

But it’s not like Europe has no leverage. Jeremy Cliffe of the European Council on Foreign Relations has
argued for “threatening Trump with serious deterrent measures, and if necessary implementing them”. Cliffe
suggests “tariffs, taxes and bans on US firms; selloffs of US Treasuries; expulsions of American troops;
sanctions on individuals”.

Others on the continent are starting to speak in warlike terms once considered unthinkable for longstanding
Western allies: Remove the nearly 70,000 US troops stationed across Europe; close some military installations;
refuse to refuel US ships at European ports.

A parallel PR operation aimed at ordinary Americans — many of whom cherish their European heritage — could
help. While MAGA ideologues might be pleased to see Nato dead, Average Joe may not be thrilled at the
prospect of hostilities with the British, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Dutch and others.

The danger in letting Trump get Greenland “one way or the other”, to use his words, is it sets off a chain
reaction. Rogue America wins. So does Russia, as the bestseller posited. US, Russia and China carve up spheres
of influence to mutual satisfaction.

And who’s to say Trump won’t someday be minded to turn a greedy gaze on Scotland’s Isle of Lewis, where
his mother was born and raised before she immigrated to US? And a new international disorder would become
the way of the world.
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Quickness, It’s Still What They’ll Shop By

ET Editorial

The quick commerce business model survives on ‘instant’ gratification. So, well-intentioned attempts to
slow it down may not work. Disruption brought about in ecommerce by speedy grocery, etc. delivery
needs to sustain itself by reaching a bigger basket of produce to the customer's doorstep in around the
same time it takes to walk across to the neighbourhood store. Since dark stores can’t compete with the
kirana-keeper in proximity, speed of delivery will remain a key metric for gcomm. The notion of a 10-min
delivery may be unrealistic in densely populated, chaosridden cities, but some number will be targeted.
And that number will tend to push against the frontier of available logistics.

Regulators can raise concern over delivery timelines qcomm companies set internally. These metrics
affect working conditions in the gig economy that’s driving urban employment. The issue intersects with
urban transport networks that are becoming congested as vehicle ownership rises. Since qcomm is
pushing up valuation of the entire ecommerce stack, some form of regulatory intervention is unavoidable.
But it must be informed by feedback from municipal authorities that are responsible for creating the
infrastructure on which qcomm operates.

Technology will eventually come up with its own set of solutions. Ecommerce has been exploring the idea
of automated delivery for a while. Some of these initiatives will become mainstream. Qcomm companies
may also need to adapt their business model to the delivery time constraint. Hybrid solutions involving

kirana-keepers is a likely fix. Qcomm’s phenomenal growth in India affirms the analytical strengths of
this form of retailing. With the right smarts, it will come up with the answer to the last-mile problem.
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Crisis in education

Higher education institutions need systemic reforms

Editorial
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In an ongoing case relating to student suicides, the Supreme
Court of India has issued nine directions to Central and State
governments. Recognising the massification of higher education
front-ended by privatisation without a commensurate boost in
quality, the Court has taken note of student distress covering
financial, social, social injustice and academic issues. The Court
has invoked Article 142 of the Constitution and seven of the nine
directions relate to record-keeping, reporting, and tracking
suicides in higher education institutions (HEI) separately. Two
directives order the filling of the posts of Registrars and Vice-
Chancellors as well as all vacant faculty positions. Evidently, the
Court sees these steps as critical to student well-being.

Across India, ground reportage shows that many public HEIs,
especially universities, report 50% vacancies. The University of
Madras is a case study as it is the premier State-administered
HEI in Tamil Nadu — a State which leads the nation in
enrolment in higher education and with a stellar record in
women’s education. With such a storied legacy, the university
was known for quality research besides awarding degrees in affiliated colleges through examinations. Teaching
became an important component in the late 1970s, but in the last decade, its decline has been pronounced. No
new faculty appointments have been made and the teaching strength is half of the sanctioned strength. The
university’s research component is just about functional. It boasts of centres for advanced studies such as in
philosophy, botany and mathematics, but these are a shadow of their original selves. Today, the humanities,
science-based and social science research focused on Tamil Nadu, that the government can leverage from its
public universities, has been given short shrift. Vice-Chancellor appointments have been stalled by a recalcitrant
Governor. The ambiguity thrown in by the Court on the Presidential reference on a Governor’s powers may
need to be resolved before Vice-Chancellor vacancies can be quickly filled. Filling faculty positions would have
to follow UGC process that takes at least six months and a budgetary commitment that may be helped with
Union government support. Availability of qualified faculty can be a hurdle. Corruption and political-
ideological appointments have affected quality and need to be addressed. Although the four-month schedule
prescribed by the Court might seem daunting, the order is a call to action to fulfil the basic requirements of a
robust public higher education system before goals such as Viksit Bharat can be seriously aspired for.
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dAAIUel W §HAT Fh 3Hh TS AGY HT Toell FA 30TET T oA & dc § Tsgafd T oF
SeTHT & TEII gdld AMeTols dl Blelel S ARA o X WY g1 Melels giaar 1 Jed a31 gdia
g S @alrsl AR QU9 & o 3 JHedifcsh AEEPR & hell §1 3 ¢d @ FeT gl & HROT
deadt gefedt @ sigav @ 80 ufaerd ¥ 3if¥w o aF & th ¥ i et ;S wa @
TH @ ¢l Rl g & a9 AfUE a6 dfiees # s6 R # & o § S SeEy
gRAd & HROT deil & Vg W FaRi Fr RE T @ 2

MeTols & AY-A1Y 3O ¢a PR AT a6 ff It F Pee @ & ST aoe @ TG Idad &
AT FAR oI T & N &, DA AR T F 37 3ARST AR 1T H gl FT 95T FA I
aﬁglﬁﬁ@wﬂlﬁﬂﬁgwﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁamﬁ* HER & ool dTel $eT AN T
T e & v & 3R A e Ry geuddr 3R aeisfesat @ e e w § A awt
HYAT TEET HRAA N Heh| 36 SToART W BT g & HROT fieAels 1 aeiiden AR ARG
Hecd gAY I T &

G HEgeY # 38 fjeor & Jeudar RN uwsowdl & dee F Fecaqur sfAer s o geu %
9T Tseafa g8 & 3§ 10 oS STl & Al & @liesr &1 9 6T, W a1d 787 el 38% oG 1951
ﬁmﬁaﬁﬁwaﬁmﬁ?aﬁrrmﬁﬁﬁwa@wéﬁg@@ﬁ?ﬁ?mwmaﬁmml
g8d Irorar Mecls A dd, W R 37 gl @liast & s o § S soleeifais 3R T 3uson 3R
TS ol &7 JeREl & fAT 3maEes g &

Tegufd €0 T Fhgall ¢ foh IO ga AR I edifed FPPR # & AR @i & 6d &diaﬁrq&dg@
MeTels W 3ARNFT &1 Tarf@ca g1 3maTs §1 38 a1  AAels 39er T&m & gream 3R F 39T
8T X Fohal| SATAIT A IT ¢ IR T T 3 o dl| 3egiar o7 feTols FF Tlgel &1 I&drd I@r 1,
AftheT SeTATSh 3R MeTels o gl 3oferl G fders wET &1 SaTaATh ARG T ar |t Al WAt e § 3R
FAYAT & AT H & oAl FH GET T gl

38 A1 300 a¥ Uge AMeAcs HI YT IUAY TG AT, Wl 1979 & a6 & MAcls g e T g
Fad e AT 3t @ 397 gurear §, Fife Mads & g 39e Ja1 F8 &1 39% T 56 gIR
gegse JNeariadt I sfaer ARG 9o g1 MeAcls & e SiE-hsRe wdeds &1 wgar § & i
37¢ AR AR STATH F § Toh HT Yololl ST Al  SAATh H ol TG Hd|

HYFT ASE Y AT i 8 IASET cFaeyr Tt off Fgrerferd ar fonell g@l er 1 A9efel STa’el Bl
& RN F7E S, AfeheT BTel & Ueh S H ¢U o &gl, Fog ALY Hlefel I ST o180 ol Falel
Ig § T 3¢ <9 e el AR Giawd & & fv IR ush Ee] AT O T 30 ASET FRAT & fou
ST TR 3aedsh X 34U Ad § o 398 AR gfaa # ar e g2 dfew qidel ar 3t Joen &
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e HH H I §, Fih 3o el A, 3oihl WAk HRAS A Foho! ¥ ATCHIEGE! AThell T HBMRET Y
SATeY & 96 @ Aehel & AT I

T HI Golldd & UR W AT HT dBald W Feoll HL oAl ar AR & ST AT Swenm, F3ife o
fRIeAfthar 37+l IS FRATm & AT ge o IeET gU S AR FAS & RE N SIS H FE HEAN| g
HEGEY & dlc U [AGAGCY cHaeUl & TATYAT Hlch TSET AT, lehcdT 3R Hobd AR 1 RARIT
A 3 @ U F Tl T HAWSET Flelel H $H g AW 33061 e cgaedn & fov X deahe
%1 Tohdd §1 38 BUfA & fow by gg oeh QAT @ 3R ARG @ 3 A1t & <o ge S Aer gl

¢q 3R oA WHR & IMUfdoleieh qaqE T Toh W H Hgl a0 e 3R Aefls & @r & fow =
AT B AATT A F TSI T IH AE H S G A o GO E, W gT & A SR F v W
T M| Tohet W T g A F31 Tar ¥ T99 & v ara Rk Ae S ol o dr woga afeat
I foleT el arel JUURT oIt & deiolUell T €T o §HA WX SIE aaTel SHiehl, 3HE 81 3oteh! @Rl Boflge
g W &

3 S deTels AR SHAATR & FWHAT H AR N B @ IR ST gHr § a9 o STAS & @Y haod
forest, St 3R e SR O &R & & el cHfSAr fierels el &1 57 A oW e i ReAd drsen
¢q & fAU a0 gy &1 Wo 1 38 gad delt & fU U9 & 316 qf W 10 gfderd ERNE eema @
T Y fear § 3R 3/ 25 gfawd 9@ S @ geedh & 1 39 W oA 3R i §w i gfafear
ARTSTEN Y &, ofohed UE TAT 18T fh U A T ol o ATHS 7 d fohdel gt & £

oATel &I Ueh HAEAT IE ¢ foh Teh T gHe @3l R g 1 @eeid aer & & el g ) g@ ey
& gHc fr ufa 7 Tase 7 81 e & dk W 1974 & asyd g ) el a1 # S« A 68y
i A @ AT WeEd WM W gHAT Siol T o1 O« AT F FHET YHEhe WsT g IAT AT TR Rt
qeT of| 37T A AR A Fra-T°d W Foig s AN T & AMefols W deoll I o § 3R o 71X Fepe
ST gl Tl ¢, orasd foIT arer 33l R ok 81 3TdT|
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ST &1 W=EH

UG

JerHas FEIR Trferenl (STUAHT) Tarta H $ToTar il ISt ‘FTer o S &l WaH ofgdl f&ar g1 |ry
& fasnfaa RaQar Y JemdR S gereh & ot 31T WY Tar i faaa = 8y & o §1 soar sq
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IAld H G 997 gt Seleh 3 B, S 3Tk d¢d SEUR HT Hehcd g1 TEl, 3eUd S & aAdcd drell
I o7 BRI, HIR g I $O TR T A FHAAW @ &1 39 Gare g & & SwAd a0 a2
HETUR il gl 3R AT A AT 6 gof T grM? FHRN ol Sl FTIAST Fel dTed ITSeereT o e
SR-3TSTATSR 3 U &7 T ¥ gTelifeh, Thary RIG & ifed el RIGHAT FI ST & Fhy A el |
Sl gIffel g & #IR 98 AN & el # §eif g5 g1 @arel IR BIwT & 56 FA # T 350G
SaTer Hgeaqul ¢ foh SvAd & 75 Tar Hag & GYOT fAHE & AT gar Grelah|

N A A FT T AR FIAH AT ST §1 SHR GIN T T8 § SHPT Sole, Y oA F S B
USE & Solc @ &gl SISl Biar g1 JET ROT ¢ o Svadl gora &1 % Hag # & a7g1, afesh aor o &
at g B e 25 avf @ divael # wfdenfora Ra@ar @1 @ar W &1 7R, 38 a8 & I6a § Ao
AT #EGfT o Ra@ar & 38 fohel & T dy oS 6 38 @1 § de@ol w AT IS Harer Ig ¢ T
SIUAdr T HGIAR HISAT &1 gl A1 T Tohety A & aqged arel Ra@er &1 | q@r S ar SeAd
T H AT F FOE SAEr HE Sl § AR 58 s & Agrak & fow 3@ qegl #98 FW §l 7R
fRIaQeT THE Ty R & 50 W 3N ok el Ut T F@ FOse A fRAr §1 3 oAl o wey s
for RIadar Ak &1 ug gt & fav emar X ga1d 9T dhal gl

I, AT o Hd & AN Yoaig # Fe@ SAer Wi v §, olfeher 3iiepst &1 fograr & Riad=m (
fRie) & e 3qer T F 30N AREA &1 5@ {0 & ST vehery R g@ra Hr oEnd 3=
Fhd &1 ¥ g safav off e o © &, Fife Redear (R ) i 31X 4 9go it 39 g & Fahd fou
ST geh & o divedr & #graik 3ot arél @ glar =ifgu| grenfes, @Al aifeaRt & ¥ sreehel off o@mg o
W g 5 araar g Radar S &1 TEar AP Thdl &1 AGelT, Sl &l &l S5-3I TTT deh HENR &
UG W HIfaSt glel 1 Hiwl fAel| Sg¥eTel, 3FHG JE B SN AIRT foh SUAET T SR HTele dTel Hes
& fashre @l AR &, AW & oA 3avhr wruffehdr & gl 3R iy gAEEnt & d 7 @ A
ST §allg SACIN| Fhifeh, Foard H STofcr faehre &1 3edie va favare & @y gfafafer gach & 3R sq
A P FIA W AT AT 8 Tefta gor 3R gfafafr $r & g g1
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