AFE 2 www.dfeias.com | 1

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (10-Jan-26)

r'ﬁ r& '“ "‘ W,
3?.'1 .l‘ J\'l»(vz‘v'}l‘;ly'.t“. :
T LT A A E Ty

’
U2

THE TIMES OF INDIA Date: 10-01-26

Where Life Is

Western Ghats is pivotal to life on Earth

TOI Editorials

The word biodiversity is thrown about rather casually in conversation
about the planet. Including by most politicians and developers, who are
steadily, incrementally, irreversibly building homes & roads & a million
infra, unscientifically, out of forests, hills, rivers and swamps. For them,
true conservation is being ‘anti-development’, thus anti-people. Yet, like
the Wayanad landslide in Western Ghats proved, brute development
without conservation is what is anti-people.

Biodiversity — as Western Ghats conservationist Madhav Gadgil
demonstrated in his life’s work — has never been an option. It is the core
that makes life on Earth possible, sustainable and resilient, for all
creatures great and small. Its variety of habitats and species, and genetic
diversity within each species — the sheer abundance of life is what
makes 1,600km of Western Ghats among the world’s most biodiverse
regions. Almost every year, a new species is still discovered under a rock or in a swamp, in a river or on an
outcrop. Imagine that researcher’s delight who discovered a living fossil fish in Kerala, unchanged for
millennia. Or the plant that’s survived since before dinosaurs walked. Imagine the gene pool: more than half the
tree types and fish species here can be found nowhere else on Earth. Western Ghats habitats change with
altitude, rainforests to grasslands to mountains, and its centrality to life on Earth cannot be overstated. Yet, the
range is an environmental hotspot — continuously threatened by unthinking humans.

The Econovic Tives Date: 10-01-26

Gadgil’s Communities Are Natural Allies

ET Editorial

For a Harvard-trained scientist working at a top-tier institution like IISc, it would have been easy for Madhav
Gadgil to remain confined to labs, conferences and government panels. But Gadgil, one of the world’s most
influential ecologists who passed away earlier this week, thought differently. He moved effortlessly among
these spaces and farmers, forest residents and young students, patiently revealing the deep, often fragile,
connections between people and nature. Resisting labels such as ‘pro-conservation’ or ‘anti-development’,
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Gadgil placed people at the centre of ecological thinking. He argued that local communities were not obstacles
to conservation but its most vital stewards.

He was also an institution builder and mentor. Gadgil established Centre for Ecological Sciences at IISc, and
like a banyan tree, he offered shade, stability and a meeting ground for generations of ecologists. He chaired
Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel, which called for treating the range as a single ecological entity and
regulating environmentally destructive activities. The report triggered apolitical storm. But subsequent floods
and landslides in the region have only underscored the prescience of its warnings.

Among Gadgil’s most enduring contributions was his work on People’s Biodiversity Registers. Long before
‘citizen science’ became a buzzword, he envisioned communities documenting their ecological knowledge.
These registers sought to rebuild fading connections between people and their landscapes, nurturing pride in

local natural heritage. In a world increasingly shaped by climate change, Gadgil’s vision of environmentalism
— participatory, humane, and grounded equally in science and justice — remains profoundly relevant.
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