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Dissecting Caracas

Trump probably wants Venezuelan oil. He may also target Cuba next. But US
interference in Lat Am can get messy

TOI Editorials

Maduro knew that something had to give. For months Trump administration had ramped up pressure
against his Venezuelan regime, amassed a huge military force in the Caribbean, and attacked boats
coming out of Venezuela. Washington’s justification that it was acting against Venezuelan drug trafficking
into US - something Trump says Maduro presided over — was a fig leaf. Trump wanted Maduro gone.

Maduro wasn’t a benevolent Venezuelan leader. Far from it. In fact, he was the typical South American
caudillo or strongman who ruthlessly persecuted the political opposition and anyone who stood against
him. His elections were a sham - he is widely believed to have lost the last one in 2024. So, many
Venezuelans are happy to see him go. But all of that doesn’t change the fact that Trump’s abduction -
there’s no other word for it - of Maduro and his wife is, by any reading of global rules, shocking. It’s not
tenable in international law, nor is it consistent with Trump’s earlier denunciation of US military
intervention abroad. Plus, America’s actions now seem congruent with what Russia is trying to do in
Ukraine.

So, what is Trump up to? First, let’s be clear that Trump is least interested in democracy in Venezuela. He
has dismissed the prospect of Venezuelan opposition leader and 2025 Nobel Peace Prize winner, Maria
Corina Machado, having any role in the transition in Caracas. Machado had called for immediate
installation of Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia — who is supposed to have defeated Maduro in the 2024 polls -
as interim president. But Trump appears to be inclined to work with Maduro’s VP Delcy Rodriguez and
run Venezuela through existing elites of that country.

Second, Trump is clearly eyeing Venezuelan oil and has said that US oil companies will fix Venezuela’s
energy infra and start selling the oil to third countries. That’s plain old-world colonialism. Venezuela has
the largest proven oil reserve. But it's heavy, sour oil - not the kind that’s easily refined. The final piece is
US’s apparent strategic pivot to western hemisphere. This is Monroe Doctrine redux where US treats the
Americas as its own backyard. Secretary of state Rubio has hinted that Cuba could be next, saying “I think
they are in a lot of trouble”.

Message to Russia and China: keep up attacks against Ukraine and Taiwan, lose strategic assets
elsewhere. Note that a Chineseenvoy was in Caracas just before Maduro was captured. But past US
interventions in South America also led to disastrous consequences- think Chile under Pinochet. Trump,
of course, won’t know anything about it.
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Tragedy and farce

Trump’s illegal Venezuela strikes constitute the latest act of U.S. imperialism
Editorial

Tragedy has followed every act of imperialism by the U.S., but under President Donald Trump, the
consequences have also taken on a farcical character, typical of the Theatre of the Absurd. In 2003, the
invasion of Iraqg, on false premises to depose a dictator and “export” democracy, instead rendered the
nation asunder, birthed outfits such as ISIS, and destabilised West Asia. The same playbook was used
later in north Africa. In 2026, the world is witness to another tragedy that is also a farce: a repeat of the
imperial script in Venezuela, orchestrated by a Trump administration that has traded coercive diplomacy
for bombing campaigns and naval blockades. The apprehension and forced exile of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro is a flagrant violation of international law and also flouts Article 2 of the UN Charter. By
conducting “interdictions” of oil tankers and illegally killing civilians on boats in Caribbean waters under
the unproven guise of anti-narcotics operations, the U.S. has bypassed the UN Security Council to position
itself as judge and executioner. This intervention is driven by a familiar calculus. The first is the
resurrection of the Monroe Doctrine to re-establish U.S. hegemony in the Americas, an order that regimes
such as Venezuela's sought to upend through alternative alliances with Cuba. The second is the desire to
sever Latin America’s ties with China, as the Maduro regime looked eastward for investment and oil
trade. The third is the cynical drive to control Venezuela’s very large crude reserves. These resources
represent a “prize” for U.S. business.

In any case, the U.S.’s claims of victory could be pyrrhic. While Maduro’s governance was authoritarian,
the United Socialist Party of Venezuela retains a strong support base. The Bolivarian movement rose to
tackle the rampant inequality fostered by previous U.S.-backed elite regimes. By forcibly installing a new
order, the U.S. is not “liberating” the people but validating their fears of colonial looting. The hypocrisy is
stark. While the Trump administration justifies Maduro’s removal by labelling him a cartel leader without
public evidence, it ordered the release of the narcotics-trafficking convicted former leader of Honduras,
Juan Orlando Hernandez, and helped facilitate the rise of the pro-Washington Nasry Asfura. The hope that
a globalised, interdependent world would yield a stable liberal order following the Cold War has been
repeatedly belied by the actions of the U.S. and Russia. Yet, by withdrawing from climate accords and
escalating tariff wars, the U.S. has signalled a contempt for international norms that surpasses other
egregious acts. Venezuela’s invasion is the natural, violent conclusion of this isolationist-imperialist
hybrid of Trumpism. If the international community remains silent, it ratifies a world order where
sovereignty exists at Washington'’s pleasure.
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High and dry

Social security for gig workers needs to be made accessible and secure in practice
Editorial

The day after the strike by a lakh or so gig workers across India on December 31, the CEO of one platform
commended police intervention to help the platform meet demand. This backdrop was unmissable
shortly after the Labour Ministry had published draft Rules to operationalise the refreshed labour codes
for public consultation. According to the Rules, these workers will be inducted into the new framework
only on social security, not on wages or working conditions, rendering their strike more urgent. While the
Code on Wages will apply across sectors and job categories, it excludes gig work from an ‘employment’
relationship for wage purposes. Instead, it is being treated as distinct and the platform is only obligated
to make a gross contribution to a social security fund. The workers’ demands, including over algorithmic
rate cuts and opaque incentive structures, thus remain unaddressed. Similarly, the OSH&WC (Central)
Rules are built around employer compliance via the Shram Suvidha Portal, but this is a conventional
model that does not address concerns of app-mediated work. Only the social security changes are
concrete. The draft Rules here require gig workers to register on a portal and every aggregator to upload
details of engaged workers and update them every quarter. The Centre may also notify additional
eligibility conditions; in any case, a worker must have engaged for at least 90 days with an aggregator or
120 cumulative days across aggregators in the financial year.

However, one calendar day can count as multiple days if a worker earns via multiple aggregators that
day: if this helps workers qualify faster, it does not constrain platforms on how they organise work. The
windows could also penalise workers for care-giving work or those responding to a demand slump
beyond their control. To these ends, the draft Rules need to be redesigned so that the social security they
promise is accessible and secure in practice. For instance, the 90- and 120-day thresholds must include
explicit protections for illness, maternity and demand collapses, and should not lapse because a worker
had a bad quarter. The Rules should also specify what benefits exist, how disputes will be resolved, the
minimum benefits the Social Security Fund will support, and a time-bound claims and appeals process
not dependent on platforms’ goodwill. Finally, aggregators should give every worker a periodic statement
of jobs, hours logged, earnings and deductions, and workers must be able to contest irregular data.
Without these changes, the new regime will leave the insecurity that produced the strikes structurally
intact.

Date: 05-01-26
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QHAATT §H F Frr § 6 gom AR weetar & faamer f &pa drerd g devct &, Aot 3mear 7 gorel &
ATFT I B ST A3 & [T WHATY 3HTeT ot 3R 7 3eicd &g g1 T aF TR g, S geod & g
3 351 T IRUM & B 39K gSIR HNel gl TS g WHAY HEY 30 T 37 & & BT & @1 &
hell §, A1 §H §olR e Ugo &1 FHeY AR o a1 Fehdd §1 35T, SE WOT & A §H I 6d &
Ush U Thed & 1Y, Th Frf@d IR & AT & Qv e v@r arg, 99 g&aana A g5 A
FHATT & ToIT TATH I @A T OO &l g1 ST AHY!
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