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Aravalis UnDeserted

In doing welcome course-correction, SC also indicates what dangers still loom over
our mountains

TOI Editorials

The sigh of relief came not just from Aravalis, but also Himalayas, Vindhyas, Western Ghats...India’s
billenia old mountain ranges have never felt as fragile as today, with ‘development’ pillaging them
mindlessly. When an SC bench led by then CJI Gavai accepted environment ministry’s proposal of a 100m
definition for Aravalis last month, experts were unanimous that the key outcome would be diluting the
hills” hard-won protections, which by the way haven’t actually prevailed against illegal mining and other
ingresses. This coincided with north India’s horrible winter smog. It's only getting worse, and now came a
judgment that could worsen it exponentially. So, a vacation bench led by CJI Surya Kant taking up the
issue suo motu and then putting the Nov 20 judgment on hold, is a super welcome close to the year.

It's got fine symbolism. That our institutions can do course-correction, our mountains can be stabilised,
our rivers can be cleaned, maybe even our air. But it’s also indicative of just what kind of challenges all
this is up against. If a new high-powered expert committee will comprise “domain experts”, the technical
committee that pushed through the 100m definition was dominated by bureaucrats - not
geomorphologists, ecologists, conservation biologists, hydrogeologists. If only 9% of Aravali hills in
Rajasthan meet this definition, it “creates a structural paradox wherein the geographical scope of
protected territory is significantly narrowed”. If the 100m are further to be measured “from the local
relief” rather than an objective sea-level like criteria, alarming “regulatory gaps” open up in the
“ambiguity”.

Remember, since SC first raised eyebrows against Rajasthan’s 100m definition in 2010, various states
have taken a ‘nod and wink’ approach to it. In 2018, the court was shook at the FSI finding that 24% hills
sampled in Rajasthan had disappeared completely: “Have people become Hanuman that they are running
away with hills?” Yes, people are also involved. We want houses, in Faridabad, Gurgaon. But not with
polluted aquifers and toxic air. Erasing low-lying hills really raises PM10. Good governance means we
should never get such bad bargains. In 2026, let’s put these behind us. Nullify the stayed judgment
permanently. Shut the Pandora’s box where Himalayas are defined by height and Ganga by depth. Even
colonial taxonomists didn’t commit such sacrilege. And guess who doesn’t get a voice at all but must be
heard? The tigers, leopards, sloth bears, deer, desert foxes, hyenas, wolves, jackals, crocodiles, who call
Aravalis home.
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Too good to last

The headwinds facing the economy are not going away soon
Editorial

India’s relatively strong industrial performance in November
2025, especially driven by the manufacturing sector as it was,
was more likely a flash in the pan than the start of a consistent
trend. The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) grew 6.7% in
November, the fastest growth rate in 25 months. Within this,
the manufacturing sector grew 8%, which also was the fastest
in 25 months. On the face of it, this would look remarkable
and heartening, especially since October 2025 had seen
growth slow to a 14-month low. However, this surge in
growth was more likely due to seasonal and one-off factors.

According to economists, the strongest push for growth came
from sellers re-stocking their supplies following the festive
season. The second factor is that the government timed the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) rate reductions to coincide
with the festive season. This temporary bump in demand
would have further eroded stock levels, which then need to be replenished. In fact, the consumer durables and
non-durables sectors saw growth in November rebounding to 10.3% and 7.3%, a 12-month and 25-month high,
respectively. The third factor that seems to have worked in November is the bounce back of the mining sector
following two months of contractions due to an unseasonably long monsoon. The mining sector saw growth
come in at a reasonably strong 5.4% in November 2025. All of these are legitimate reasons for growth to pick
up, but are not sustainable ones. The electricity and mining sectors will be bound by the vagaries of the weather.
Overall consumer demand has been sluggish and industry players are talking of the GST-related boost already
ebbing. And the festive season will not come back around until October-November 2026.

In fact, the IIP grew just 3.3% in the longer April-November period, the lowest for these eight months in any of
the post-COVID-19 pandemic years. The consumer non-durables sector contracted 1% during this period,
showing that the boost in November is not indicative. That the strong growth in November is more an anomaly
than a sign of things to come should not come as a surprise. The Reserve Bank of India, earlier this month,
predicted that growth in Q3 would slow to 7% from an average of 8% in the first two quarters. The fourth
quarter is predicted to slow even further, to 6.5%. All of the previous headwinds still exist. The 50% tariffs by
the U.S. are still in place, private investment remains sluggish, foreign capital is pulling out of the country, the
weakening rupee is making imports more expensive for an import-dependent economy, real wages are not
growing fast enough, and consumer demand remains tepid. Ironically, November’s positive industrial data bring
into focus the headwinds the economy is really facing.
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VAT AE A a¥ 2025 # FURT & a¥ & T A
X@ifhd Fd §U T§ of del 6 #Rd Reel vrayd w
AR & T & 3R 339 2047 dF U F [FeAd 99 F
SATHT Y AT AN, 3ahr ardehar ol &, o9 aredd
A X QI g3 fe@Tg A FEH SehR A 39 a¥ &9
@W?,meﬁwmmﬁm
Seord| gH AfaRed far e & 4t yfderd fagel e
forder 1 Folr 3 3N A GURT & d6d 29 T H TR
3Mefeh Hs A FACH o] oA I N a3 dhed HT T
o & S el 8, ofehet 378l oY o QURT 1 germa @
3T AV B

&k 30 &, S 38 gar HiasT A & "o fh FAm H IS deea HY dIN-SIRES A S a7
Flefel AT AT, 38 fohdel FRRIAS Adlel e deh TN | TET o1 A&, FRISR FarAdT IR A0
Fol @ 3 $© 3 GURT W & o9 gt &, S 50 a¥ Swa & el GUR & 5o weAl H1 ST eged
& @Y e fRar ar g, 3o qfid g g # g, Ig FARad fRAr S w@ifgv] GURT & HhRIcHS
aftoTe Faer et & 7 @R, afed I 3 e F Feww o @ ARl

faffest &t & f6U ST arel GURT &1 Joe Sofled & foT I8 A § &% Al & gde &R W)
U g1l Ig 3 ¢ o g Fr @ 3 3T0 TR A ABAET & dR-cliehl # $o Seard 3T g, offdhe
fTel TR W 3qHT AT S HT 57 g TIA TR &1 Tg ¢ b AR HI IR A gl AT A1
oIl of T@T &1 38 FROT 871 T A JURT & FHTT o137 I 3HeJ31d ol ) 9T IET ©

39 39 o FeH-PEH W HiSAGA FI AHAT HLAT TSl &1 Ig FHSAT ST o 3reom fob X &1 & gunt
aﬁrﬂﬁraﬁaﬁ]\aﬂﬁ?mﬁqu@wﬁ@rd«m ¢l SHHT Hehd Fo @1 feall ggel JUTN o T
g A fedm or & TsAl A AegheraRar A doral S & Y- SRS AT A FUR 3R dar &
Sl AT el T TARIT &A1 a1 ghemm|
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qrad TeET ATT TG FEAT B TS R §U 3@l e, dar 3R fafaHor, v & & Ioradr @
WA Follel IR o SR fam a1l ey 3ereEr gt i1 S Fehht o 3730 A g1 Sf3ar A aqorawr v
T FE AT ST HAl g1 ST e AN YIEAT H Ueh A3 HrAaEhia [Ahfdd et &1 feen & o
FEH 31T I & aig o 313l a19 67 597 T g
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gl & & 3Nraen Uglfsal Y FEe A A & gWA HIE A WX @ T8 9ReW FHEd 3 & A
rarenfas & Ig 980 dof & IS fF 3R 3§ ST ST T, df e dlel aad & T aiRfEafadr
9T SHPT FIT T US| JITAROT fIAWAT F SdhT 3T Soddl & TR W G #Aex i Fars arelr IRATT Fr
ot IaT STas a1 3R UF 93 Sarh & GATAR0T IR SANEH HT TAH & FAccadoR STH [ & Jgod &l
AT AT TS| 3T GANA HIE o WAGR HT 39 Ggod & @G oAb o9 & 3R Fgl & Fo Ageaqo!
3ETSEAT H g I T WA &1 3HHA U Fare Ig o afAer § 6 Fr & e f Fars R gwfsat
& o ai J HleX $T AT gATaR0T HETOT & R & Teh Hgeaqul GEH H HH HT ¢aN| AN §
20 FAGET P A HIE 7 INE TEIfsAt A AT i v FA R dfaw afwmr # Al & & o
S$ 3TTdl, IRTTel 81T H [AATAT &Y I 3 dF AT Tedel T ¥ W A o9l oy 15 A

L3, gfrar T Gal rdiel g A3 # F Th IR UgIsAl & EeTor AR e el T @
T 8T H g dlel TRl Jhdlel A1 ol &d AT § g Toldl T ¢ SET o # hlg aef Td
STorarg IRads FArerg # v FfAfT A RAwRer &1 ff & 3nmael weifsal & dau & Tuse 3R d=lw
IRATST 986 T gl AfAfa & I8 o Fgr a1 & 3Rger Sar d Rya dt #Aex o a9 30w fr HAr
8 97-3TThIT T URTST AT SATCANT| FIR A HIE AT 3R F o 38 Thrddl Feld & dg TET FR W
3Rl & Sfiged & o [Iar Sias 318 3R #5 Jarel 38| Ig T Wl d2d g o feeen, gRamom,
USTEATT AT NI # sl fhellefiey & Soih A %ol IRTTel TgIfsdl @ U Siaer Y@r &1 i #
T § 3R TR F e @ sEdhr et efAId g1 0@ 7 wannfde § I Tare 397 % 38 udd
ot & et Gorer arfafafet & 3R golt ge & a8 o Ig e &d & o8 @ fhdem @l gl

JITaRoT fawaAT 3R 50 A9l WX QMR T A% AT T & b PR I #Hex & A & g3 ggifsar
H G T galaid & & S §, dF SEH HE FAD Soleh H ggem| afgsd it &G & A& arelr I gar
3 ger #O AT & Qared 7 3NN HT TEISAT Tk g i AN &1 HH A 81 37 Gl H oy ar
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goT g3l 1 Ig offAeT IR Hged Tl S & & 39K 3¢ Tohara qgul,ﬁﬁmmﬂ,mm
yer, AT 3R oo aftd T Tuml 819 & S # go 78 0t R gy & e w1 9
S| T H 3PR 3RTdell UgISdl & TIETUT Hl oI s T&d [T HIAS dF oTgl fhT T, d 3T G
39 gk A GeAel AR AT @ 31 37 aifafafedl @ wafaror R sade A W ARRICHS IET TSI
AR aIREUfSHr a7 & ¢ g ST & MAFT g1 Ig FEr & b e & @ T Th, afehed 30R gHDT
HHAT W TH 93 gollch & GAROT R GIRFEATART oF HT Erehiforh e qgrk-u g, ar Qg &
gRTST 9T FaTel 3897
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