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Do not rush it

The SIR requires more time to prevent mass exclusions
Editorial

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has released the draft electoral roll for seven States and Union
Territories after the first phase of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) was completed with the submission
of enumeration forms by eligible voters and their digitisation by Booth Level Officers (BLO). In Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal, more than 97 lakh and 58 lakh voters, respectively, were deleted. These deletions range
from 7.5% of the pre-SIR rolls in West Bengal to 15% in the case of Tamil Nadu. In West Bengal, the
deletions seem to be the highest in urban areas, especially Kolkata. A clear picture on the gender breakup
and the reasons for the deletions will emerge only after parsing the ECI's booth-wise data. Reports also
indicate that the ECI has identified a high number of enumeration forms in West Bengal as either unmapped
to the 2002 electoral roll or carrying doubtful linkages. The risk of widespread exclusions looms within a
compressed 53-day hearing window with Electoral Registration Officers expected to insist on citizenship
documentation, including proof of parents’ birth details for those born after 1987. In Bihar, the Supreme
Court of India’s salve — allowing electors to use Aadhaar as a viable identity document — helped stave off
a high number of deletions, but even then, 68 lakh names were deleted and 24 lakh added as fresh voters
or through change/correction requests. The resultant drop in the female gender ratio, from 907 in the pre-
SIR rolls to 892 in the final rolls, suggested that all was not well with the SIR in that State.

Seen in this light, the Court’s direction to the ECI to take a “sympathetic view” of representations to extend
the enumeration phase by considering the “ground realities” is something that the electoral body should
heed. While the ECI has proclaimed that it will ensure no genuine voter is disenfranchised, it relies on
tabulating change/correction requests from Booth Level Agents of political parties rather than cross-
mapping with government databases such as death registration data. Vulnerable sections such as short-
term migrants, illiterate voters and married women risk disenfranchisement under this process,
suggesting that the procedure of placing the onus on eligible voters to confirm their presence on the rolls
is flawed. Add to this the logistical difficulties faced by States such as Kerala where the SIR coincided with
local body elections, combined with the pressure on BLOs to meet tight deadlines, and the case for
extending the timeline becomes compelling. Lastly, while the Court has helped ease voter registration
during the SIR, it has still not heard the key question of the constitutionality of the whole process. The
sooner it decides on it, the easier it would be for electors and the ECI.
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ATH aT P AT 18T, APRST T AVFR &
qael F. JAL (I TSIWHT WHG T TSAAAF )

o e ¥ & d feeoh, TIAR 3R 30 9RA &1 931 e sguor
I 39T ¥ ST 8, 38 S@H 31T IS Hehdl ¢ foh ol AIHR el dh
S FAS3HETS FX Fahcll 82 3N Th-ta A8 & U g7 @ ANTRS el
e doh 36 geol A AT FhR A o

S TFGITS AT F @ 450 F FIW AT IR 3N AT TRt

AT &Y R aaT § o I8 TR R off T e & et Oy
HTATcThTeT BT & & oI gaied giem a1fgu| d+ffeieh 3eaTel & 3TaR SHA Hosg &1 e 3y 8.2
gy deh O ST &1 AT & geATard, T, IiF FEay M9 3R 3T rwrfas ERAT FT @awr o der
q gl &l Seal & $hg FaAIOH Fdeale gid &, Sl g 3R ggel @ AR @l W gweH qgd 1
3R g g1 Fg At 3rgiaur «FEl, & A1l ST APTRGT W ST Sl dlell HcIER g

S9 g8 fufa &x arer AT @y § O ST aaATaTT a1 S8 g7 9T I@T 87 FAT 3H Hehe T g FATT
eI gl & @ el & ar T § & ¢ wgT §1 $© Al gged AfSier v gar o oo S gaeig
gl 1S Y| 2013 7 el TPR o ‘TGTUT o W Jeer T Vel fhar| Scqolal & H3r Heldr T 718, g
IR arEat & v ged #AFe dF Fu 3R Folld vaAell @ 3R aS ¥ @ A 17| fRaR 3R FeR
I?doula-dem<‘=Fro1c'|‘|o1|aggmﬁ?mﬂﬁﬁa?éw&@ﬁaqwﬁmﬁwmﬁml

§H & TToT ad &1 FIT SIFIT & o1 37M9eT gAR fAR 9X 3 @Y gIch §, ST gF ugel & 9ar giar & & 3R
TR 3R FOR FHeA gl 3oIT 1T, A 39Ter arel 3 San dar € gem AT afafdfal w 3rearl I+,
TATcThTeNel A5 REUTeE TN Tellel & TN &l S AT, WA SioTel dlgall T ITaer, Tholl &l s e,
T H Wod T TAg- A T dhad JTashdTcHD, TalhicHeh, 3Tedhlicle 3T §- GHTHTT Tl

TSt gTorIfadd T S Tovc @ &1 30e0-300 FATCT g §8g T & a1g YguuT Hhe | 79T &
o dag oo ¢l fAshrer o, Siafeh I8 Heer ey ATl $8 TR Sl GIhRT SSHldT RIS Hel Siler
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AMeT 3R Aiaers &1 dier Secee o, Fifh T e & PR & Faat g Shael & AFfUSR- S wh
Aifors 3IRFR & & & TR 7 39 | &

YeWOT o df oo faere dhr WA 1 AT & AR o & Tt Fr| By o feeeh, gRamom, gore 3R 3
9T FT TWHRT F VYT AF HT dF IS TIaFd FAY aF A a5 71 o7 & o=t FF wel ot &
Fag AT fdeheq QU a70- =g ag AMe T W AFCHS g1, TR & foIv dicargel gl, Baal # fafaerar
AT el & d1G 91 el W doF-UfSA gl Faes Adalisler IRage & fadr Waﬂaaﬁﬁ?rﬂﬁgﬂr,
TeNUT thelled aTell 3ficafder Fehrgdl 1 o o gerdm ar=m 3 o & ¢ fohar o, 3R AT ®ell W g
fAITOT TAT ATESAT F 3Tl HAThl HT TET F gl Y ST HIAT 31 For gl

TIH SATET eIl 38 a1 T ¢ [ ARG o 31 dh 38 fa%ey HIs Herfod AR TsardY 3nigies &4t gl
feham, ST STaEAT &1 Feold ol & fIT Aol T Heh? §H Scell A H g AT & H$AE F41 g1 S
82 Uegalid d¢ ATRHA & Ui 3 & AT F @Y e i A1 g, dAfhed T8 qoett S ¢ 6 oia d6e &
STEY olleil T &A e T@T °T, dd Uegaid & gt desil O ot &1 seq Far g AT Trafenar
glell =MV A2 AT FHG H 4S oll9T Tg AT & [ TGNUT 8Tl HIST FAEAT &1, A &I HI W FAST &
& T gsar g2

fSiereh ar @ €, af of TR SgUBRR & WIS IROT o ofd §; offehel RO WIETET ST Sigllel gar A @y
A I HTGY TG & AT F37 INEEr & I -V FAE & fAT 0 F ot & 3elrar IS Feheq w7g1
g FIT TTUA-TF9e=T g7 FHl 39 R H Traar g2 3R FI1 WHR 39 a1d T AR g foF T8 Iorermer
H UguUT T g FAd FANT HAWSET Bfd W 9CeT 9Nl §, SIafh &7 e Gad T8 SHIAAT gl &l
arar &Xd g2
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UHE 9T SFW 1A & aR A Wl Y& FT 1 AR
FaeT 31 e, (TFPAX B33 H AATTT 3T )

TG, & s oA ST &), ST VI We AT 3T & foF w3ns A rdfegaean
ﬁWW%IWﬁ%WﬁE@W@W—U@M(%@dl& g,
Afdhed gH Jgomdl & faT dIR dF W& & gem TS ' e & fou
BRICHE, &, I GATRTd FA H G IRAHG aler §- !
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o arecdd # TS A HAT Gl SR Hol STTGETR oIl TE & foh T3NS STUHAC & YHW Soiqed Irell
TeTolt, feq 91 wEcge-esA H T & fu afdd fhar sel 3ARE A o we i e & A @
fOshT O 15% Yook ST &1 S6Q T Tolal & o TS SoYe SFH ¥ SRR & Fhahl 81 FT ool o
eI § o &3 U3 @ 81 W dcolrdl & Hegelol Yol W T ST &l aliehl $fT seefelr aiigv|

TIS-¢ord 1 IS 3T araT 30 W AR HWM 6 W S8 FAT gIibeT A A8l §1 F1s Ig N 1
oraT § 5 & 3 WX dam ETem & A A1fRur 39 gartd & odie gANT o gunfert 3k s Ha
3YeTTET T Te T §- 39 IR A & AT I TAH §1 Ggell, FS U fhelgrer A7 qGR A Awd
ATAPT W 3oeh FHTAT TS GiAeaieial 1 Jolell H TG o ol &1 IARGT H 908097 85% Hhard
USTEd @It 3R 3oh A O o@T EFF & 37T &1 STafeh Golt 3R HidRe HATHN & bl e SFq agel
g &1 T3S ST dehelieht f Raradr 3R #raRe T & fFwradr a3t Skt g Aerdr g1

qE{T &, IrenfEAdl @ 3FAE § foh WIS A AT ol A e AT oSy ANl SRl FEH WA & Al
TS Tole g, S ge fSeise, WTohe 3R Aew-Hafsier & qatd ght| Il Gt ga & o7& & sffder
fAseelt| addAreT H-AIfdT & dgd T Seora fAvAdT Ferwem 3R S & T A WEHR AsiEd HA
HT

TS o ST 3R AN, ST & TIT AT HTERT AT Hee IR Y Hehel &1 S AT i O3 A
T F A3 SIRAT 3RS F Adraer & O F TS 3wEre U awt F T dgd Y el cglse drek
ArRAT Y gATTT I Gahd %IWWNJ&WIOQO%WQ@W%IWW@@W
SFH AT AT A Forar T g, o ad Ag sfAst fr Tgraar ar wds 87 gidl, dfee ALl 396
SO o Y & FH A FH gH U EFH YOl H dr VAT FAGT A &

T 937 919 I8 o § T Ife 92 dear & sAleRar @A gidr § a1 a3 sifdar O g & ar snh 3 3k
Tl T W IR WHRT & Tl 73R T dhe deT &7 Thar g1 ol & 9 H THE A« AT AR
der gl S|

TE AT TS & 3cUlchdl H 31T 38T & 1Y ARt AT qaEeamst &1 g T Tohal g1 3R
Cer oI JMEET & I Taeg @ar 3R AT HT AAT Sfe T FHET S W 81 Sfefd e et &
A F-FEH 3T A glel & ddole 91 JaT JEET H AT el 3R ASER S T Fetferar &1 o &
T3S & UICd glel aTell ¢Fa-IIoIkd 3T Gl I FHATATIT Pl TATUTT df Tohcll g

3% AT 39 ToiEd Hl agy Ws-gadt st & oy @ Far &1 Govar g1 3899 I8 TS gilar & &
3682 AT & ToIU 38 dehelleh o @edl &1 §QleT ¢, o O & el a1T &1 U3TS &ord @ SIS oA
SGRT ST Hehal 3R §TT T Aol T J-¢foler g1 Hevcll &1 AT SHY T3NS Aifd &1 SR A9 fohar
HhdT gl
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3 ar NA-TFATAr s A Aheam AT WS F NSsar A8 Aga| dAfhad I & SAdT § FARR™HAT 3778,
¥ I gATST & Swelt| Ife W # S & A #ga 98 #Asd 3R 3R Fufaar S8, afesw Agdde
W,Waﬁﬁmaﬁmmaﬁ&ﬁvmmﬁ%’umqg‘ruehdl gl

ARAT eRIET A IRgs Tarar

IR e, (e afede Mve §)

Date: 20-12-25

SR G YT T ooy & od darael 1 Tgord Tog AT, ATfeien quUT AiEpicn Harae (Jaeeh) &
FiEhice favad I & nfAe fham 71 g1 9RA & faU I8 U 3udfey g 3l & goen 3
Aiepiden faurad Il & HRd HT 15 eRIe anffier di| So7e7 37 Aell, TORIA HT IRET Jcd, Hiolehll I gl
T, AT, A€ 916, AHATS, BIS e, AT AIGR, SISO oJcd YA | Srarael 1 1687 33T foRad &
T A FAEH HT Gl & SiIST a7 g1 HRA BT HIEh{deh WRIT Hgol dld H Teh JHAOT A & 6 &,
UG F qoiaan Siad § 3R 9cde #RAT & Shael & Ged 3eqerdl § Ugehd &

AR 37191 AR, DfA-Raral, eereran3il, §altd, Fca, Tiet-are 3R WA SAagRT & ATEIH § dHael 3791
AT & ST HHToId, Sfceh 3T AT HT 81 Slidd @l &1 59 g AEpideh WRT dRgesh Jeol W
FASST gIc &, ol 3 371 Td #1q TUENIA F 35 FAARAT H1 3R a6 ST &1 Joeeht o raraeln
H o hdel Teh AN & &7 H N, Ifeh Toh AEhicd a2l & &7 H Ugdrel, St 3eld ol § AN FATS
T AT 30T FT 3T &l HRA T WEpicisp a7 AT fawmer &, 31 & SAfee & &1 JgT qor-q91 | 7wy,
HSTeT T YelY, TgTrar, Slieheficll T JX, TERT T IR, HTAR-ATR 3fe ffiest §F Fg07T FHX §U AAA 377t
g, fohq o1 are R_fauanit & v g7 # aive a1 S 340 fAfauar # fRegaAes vhdr & gart far s
&l QUIEeT # AER 3 THargd 1 GardH 36T §l &7 & Afdesr Redt 7 & s df i g s
é‘rmﬁ,ﬁﬁw&rmyﬁ,wuﬁmﬁﬁﬁaﬁwrwé‘rm%lsﬂwmﬁnmagwﬁwwaﬁ
FHST 30 39 H HRA T AEhideh AfFd T AT §| Sddel 1 Joieeh! Gl & ATAST glell Teh
AEHfaE 3uaferr oR ¢ ¢, dfos HRA & AU caus o 3-Aidides dag i fAEdr &t &1, dftas
THIE Felel o 3R T arell fifeat & Grepfaer ATcATIRA ST 1| g7 30 3T HT 3YANT AHIdS
T, 3w FAFAROT IR AR THTET & & & o TP o 98k, Fiteh Jiasy # Hurgel &
e W 4Rl gdes o HRA T AR HHAUT & AT g1 THY FAR AEhiclh Td WM 31T T
HIT TIT TR W 3T TgAT STl H T&TH g Thal|
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faea &1 IS o g2 g1, agT W HRCAAr Rl o ol &9 & 31927 Alofg 81 gfadr sk & Rl drarael
HI 3 TR A ARTF Thpdar feem Fhd Sl heera srgar 7 $2R F Bl g8 &) e G A7 w®
{® AR 7 & el # Sddell FEpid @l favd ged W T &l & ANlee o1 a1fgu| SR
geTaTal-3Taraial @ o 36 faem 7 ggel el grlt| AREew FRRIAr #1 3 e HAWSET FFAT Tord
F AT & AET §1 50 FTFAA F WY TG 3 FHRIIT F Fecht § dedwwor F 2R F Fh Fo
ISR T THh H 39T HA FT G &l g, Tolgrol Qraraell & #oT deal 1 QAT I@aAr 31t 3R 8l 3maegeh
Td GoAldIqoT &1 a7 §| Ig cAIgR AlId FAT HI TG FEhfceh Wl & IETAT &l AT ol AT
3TST RIAT ST # §gd A AEPIdh WRIT Fgol 3cdal A IaaiReaist # fae 15 &1 g7 faada
HRA H lish TEpTA 31eT 3 ST &1 F§ ST &1 R FT WERfdh T A 3ol SaTch &1 favd Tt
7 O 95 ufed § S wiegpfas sEvr 3R Afaw gee & At ¥ et @ Shsdr g1 A, amgde,
AT $TeT, AT FAAT, HRAT FleT 3N 379 Goraelt, T TG ARA T AHAT & TAH aT b &1 S
S TS A HEH{eh RS & ATETH & 4T gl W Ygdled S0l g, ot 38h At ofd ifes
HHRIHS Tolcll § 3 IHRT HAASET AT off 31feer qarrely g1 St 81 e, Hikahicieh 36T, gEdilen,
URYRE hell, dehe]cd, TRURE TN, 3o Tl &3 &l dRaer 7 fAelar 3

3TST ST WYY FEST @ IR QT €, AT Teh THT HiEpidh WU S FehIRT, SCHTE, Tehell 3R YSTT T a1t
T 8, a6 AT & [T Toh Gmrgee a7 Fehal &1 Foienl &1 Jg 0T R & U oAdia SFAery
digdr & 3R 98 & U HEPid T TREI0T, el R YeSioror| 3myfde didr # U Sist @ Sirse,
AERT & 3ofeh arEdiden Y & ATY Sl 3R FaGel gemmal v aTsi{ehior & &1 379eT HiEehics AT &l
QAT TGN, ¥ 3eRT e AT §ART & glell Mg T| Srdrdell hr dfRaeh Aegdr g TARoT el § &
BHARY HiTehiceh IOURIT Shaol HTfeAeh AT FIHATGIS AIGR el 8, Shosh & §AR Siidel & 3 AT Ty ot A
3t g oA 1 frdgeT e 8

N

- Date: 20-12-25

HTE & weed A A et

srf@eer sareda aa

foraly of Cor ar HATST I 3N dlehd 38 AT 81 &1 R 38 AT gfAdT &I TeH F21 JaT €T arelr
Rl B HYFd TS I TIVOM & 3TAR R T qarg hrefe @ 318 A€ q=hd arel & wd 35 & gasit
& AR Ifw @ @ FA 37 F a1 6Rd A dFs e § U & AT FE JHeAar d a1 gl AR
FrATSIeR RUfIAT $ART AT @ & 6 57 G i 31 Sg ofell gl &1 &7 JeY AW & S HJelod
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b g doll & WY 9 T 1 3@ A A e fafdy st @ o @Ih §1 g @ B A 204647 A
HR qoIi T =T 8 SUI| AT FgT ar3il hr Jorelr 7 Jetil dhr Jean 3ifeeh g Smeah|

TIHRT 37ThsT o AR, Y 2011 H R & Tl6 a¥ & 31T 31 & ollell T HETEr 10.16 U3, Al 2o
ol METET T ST 8.4 B | AT & HdAEh, 30T &F sl H Fg €T ¢ W Al AR FHol
IEIET & 10.5 BrEe 81 TS| qaqrr S ¢ & ada s & o &7 @e a¥ @ 34w I3y arell A FAEEar o
ITTSTET T T a6 e d FT g1 ¥ 2036 7 &M T el ATEET 153 U3 8 Hevell ¢ 3N a9 deh oot
I HEIET ST 23 FS TN g Hrag @ Arual| A a¥ 2036 7 S & g Aidal Afad @16 Al 4
3T g T gl S YR, ITATT ¢ foh a¥ 2050 H S T oferster 21 BrEg SIS aRss AR
gl a¥ 2075 F RA T Fo AT 1.6 IR Flel T ITAW 8, ForaeT wererer 32 Froe REaerr @6 A @
3O 3Mg G & AN BT gl AN 2075 H G T Y AEW AT aRsS g

TOHA A HRA 1 SIS B AT A 3ANE a¥ TS ST §1 TR 3Hiehsl & AR, a¥ 2021 F G H
Ugg @ 3AE a¥ I & HALT o AT T Hol TEIT 37.14 FS AL ST HoT SFAGEIT HT 9T 28 Bre
g1 g 3fermar, S T & wA 34 & Garsit @ ARt 65 e @ o ifte oY, Afdher 39 g@e fiRrae
3ol ol &1 3TAT § T a¥ 2036 F 3 1 JTEIET H FaATHT HY HENGNT T X 9T 22.7 BrEG T ST
S8 TEIR HT HG Hohl & o Jar HETEN T § & & Sil-aef 3R FRiae 7wl 3mean|

X3, el a1 gl @ U & gl i emer o I & e T &l o&fh qull ’e Rfhcar giaur qen
Sfiae TR A GUR & FROT A eaAr H g gearen ( ad 3y ) JeNaR 96 W 81 30 e
a3 F gefsr o o a1 8 g, kel Fdsial &1 Sed X H FAl Rar 1 fawg g1 7@ v 5@
ST o fiaT &1 fawwr & & seal 1 5o & & PORrae A o2, afesw teow 3R glaaRa o &
ST THATIT T Uk 957 FROT § Aiedl 7 fdeid qoUr Jar fId 1 39 el @ Jeid=l | 36 § T I
eereh Yge ATiel e Tehe - ooy a¥ &1 Y A g1 ST el A HIR HRIN HT &aTd, SHaereer
# Feolld TUT I ISy T HAREAA & HROT AT NH-IAH H 37 AEN & AT 35 & T g
3feeprer AT H o I8 37 999 a1 389 oY IW qgu goht &1 darigen faeoel H ded hrae & It
gar e av & 3R g & g g

Fafehcar faeer & HTaR, AR B Toietel &THaT T & FASH ¥ 1 HY & R WA | gl g1
ay &1 3H & q1G WSl T § I Tl Sard T dole § FHH HAl el el &1 Sd G, Tesi 7 f
38 & HANSHh H$ TRE % Pl deord 3d §1 T& HROT & o FAST F AT eufaat 1 qear a6 @
g, T 3iciT: gar ey w81 @ 81 Uk R faderta ag ¥ T 3ot B gar Nér faare @ o i
fewr= o9l &1 $© Fa1 58 A A o7 IR fRFT F1 RIwR off g @ &1 Tgohael & Tolel § 37 T &
3R 3% sgrar e @ g1 7 % sqar, afew Qafea st & i v 9 e 0@ et & § o faaw
& daele S0 YT e TUT 3K Tefel-GIN0T el T fTFAGRY ofet dl IR o181 81 faY &9 & gt afd
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3R gett St AR 7 €, agt aTar dar FRr U S d gt AT S o6 g gl s Bel H
§CaRT Teh §37 HRe §| TYFd IRaRT & faues o 3@ @ &1 3R 3t o = g

T faenee Tg § o Sl oo & 3NEd #cg X A el IS B, QT q@U R Jaisit H Hcg & A g
§'é’%l YT T § T JTcAgear dUr gHeHr Jart B Hog & THE HROT I @ &1 3hsT & TN
gar3it &1 A Hr 951 gorg ((17.3 B @ 81 31 cHEAT &1 TR SRy, A AS Tara, IRiad
HTAST, AA T oI TAT AR 3N TS HT a1 MM T FHROT § ST JaATHT T Hohe T TREB Gehel T ¢

garit T AT & $H @ & NS Teh 3T FROT WHR HT IRAR fodrsier Fr Afq o &1 deg wIadr 2000
FI O HRA I JTAAEAT AT H 36T T 2045 T G2 I JFAHEAT &I Pl LI FAT gl Fredifeh el
2 # gROR AAe $I o &l A8 o1 Y ofr fafaer arecaat o 5@ wicaga 3@y fear s @1 #
TSN ST et e T AL T GEAROMHA 37T TohT &1 AT F IF 19797 2015 T Th Feam A FgeT
e & WY dE] T TS| 36 FH AdeT Ig el & DT A F @G geut v we&wr 9 718, sfew @A A
TGN T 37Tl & ITSIST I GT| HROT o Teh & Fear YaT el 1 Ifarder & Fufad # siftewier qufa
S¢ @ FOIAT 3 & A1 gR A AT WHR F 2016 7 @l a= Yol el T e &1 3HA I a1 ST AL
feer O #g 2021 F AT gTal doh B IFATT & TG| A 26 Fe$ 2021 F Ned TWHR & IRAR Aot
et ar gfasy ger fow | 39 Al gufa fder amg, 3da s Yer & Ihd gl

g el dr 38 rwgsT FUfd @ Gaw o =fgUl G 1 "ed Jar afFd swfasy & far @ @ € gl
TGS 39eT gor & Famsit 1 gech FEam &1 31d TRAT @ forar S 3R ofasy & R AT it o &
gl & s forar Sy
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