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Nuclear is Atomic! But It’s Not Enough

ET Editorial

With Lok Sabha passing Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India
(SHANTTI) Bill 2025, a major step has been taken towards finally leveraging the India-US civil nuclear deal
formalised in 2008. This is along-overdue reform that will open one of India’s most closed sectors, making it
possible for private players to take minority equity in new nuclear power projects, and for investments by
foreign companies and global sovereign wealth funds.

Packaged as a trade and investment outreach, it could grease wheels for clinching the India-US trade deal and
bring in capital critical to cleaning’n’greening the energy system. But nuclear isn’t a silver bullet to be tom-
tommed in announcements and unplanned projects, with other options left by the wayside. Gol must provide a
clear vision of India’s energy system, including a decarbonisation roadmap that is in line with its net zero by
2070 goal. This plan must be more than just capacity-addition targets like 100 GW of nuclear by 2047. It should
consider the role and share of different energy sources and their implications, be it costs, access or supporting
ecosystem requirements.

The blueprint should also set out an implementation roadmap to provide clarity on rollout of the proposed
decarbonised energy system, and give the right signals for investment. While NITI Aayog has taken several
stabs at a long-term strategy, it now must engage in a wider and time-bound public consultation. As a growing
economy that’s still energy-poor, India has been a sponge, agnostically soaking in every new plant. But such an
approach has its limits. A proper plan will ensure that India’s clean energy transition augments energy security
and improves access for all.
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Change for the worse

The move to alter MGNREGS beyond recognition must be dropped
Editorial
The Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin), or VB-G RAM G Bill, tabled in the

Lok Sabha on Tuesday to replace the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), deserves to be rejected for more than one reason. What is sought to be changed is not only the
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nomenclature but also the fundamental character of the existing Scheme (MGNREGS). This marks yet another
attempt by the BJP-led government at the Centre to reduce the size of the development space to States. The only
plausible reason for the name change is the fact that the BJP’s ideological master, the RSS, had strong
differences with Gandhi. The use of Gandhi’s name in the 20-year-old scheme signifies the link to his Gram
Swaraj concept that gives importance to democratic decentralisation. But the new Bill, by making the Union
government virtually the sole decision maker in the proposed law, will not make any positive contribution in
this direction. Supporters of the government point out that the increase in the days of work to 125 in a year is a
major benefit for people in rural India. But, the data, on employment given to households under the
MGNREGS, reveal that it was only during 2020-21, the COVID-19 pandemic year, that 9.5% (nearly 7.2
million) of households actually worked for 100 days. Over the last two years, only around 7% of families could
get the full quota.

By calling the VB-G RAM G “a centrally sponsored scheme”, the Union government has done away with the
special status that the MGNREGS had enjoyed, wherein it had been absorbing the entire cost of wages payment
for unskilled manual labour. In the proposed scheme, the fund-sharing pattern between the Centre and States
generally would be 60:40. A benefit of the existing scheme was that rural wages have gone up sharply. The
finances of States are not in a robust condition and there are apprehensions about the likely impact of the
restructuring of the GST. Besides, when direct cash transfer schemes are increasingly being viewed as a
political game changer, it is an open secret that not many States will be keen on participating in the fresh
scheme. More importantly, the soul of the current law — a bottom up demand-based scheme — has been taken
away. What has been proposed is a supply-driven framework wherein allocations will be capped, as decided by
the Union government. Also, States will have to bear any excess expenditure, which is a new feature. Tamil
Nadu and Kerala have opposed the Bill citing an undermining of States’ interests. A feature of the Bill, which is
meant to ensure that work does not clash with farm work during sowing/harvesting, may be included explicitly
in the MGNREGS, after consultations with States. Howsoever passionately Minister for Rural Development
Shivraj Singh Chouhan may say that the new law is in line with Gandhi’s sentiments, good governance, which
is the goal of the idea of Ram Rajya, does not become a reality without diffused grassroots democracy — a
condition neither sought to be promoted nor nourished by the proposed legislation.

T gl § TR W @9 F41 ger @ § gl

HUTEhIT
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el 1 TSI 3T A A 94% e g% ekt IR @ e
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g 39T FY de= A gatfaar

FeAldT ARTIOT

3 T T BT F TR H AT § IS g H dgl o9
AR el i dEER 3 I gl 3T HR Folr @ ard
g § ar 3T R & der @i arel fSSter @ d@a € &Y
3O & Tellcr § 3R T8 d& foF Pz & off o &1 =@
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[T #l & fIv Qe Aol B gered & ol Tiolel gt 3R 0 AHS & o quega I8 S™ &
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aF e St s & S5 gU A sHEr ol A, aifhediel 1 For I3 ool 3curee atedr ereTer 50
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Rl T M Yarldd A WA & s HHACRT AR Tt Hr o 3ueT dr g1 W3, TR & wA A Hlaug
gt & @Al & s &1 g9y AT 3 sad e Qe & gHeT e srmHEean, shaa Taw 3R
Siael IOTadT # HEAET, FEdr, Sioarg qRace qur Ao Td el &l A HARAr SiEr e
Telifarar der g a8 ) gl 7 Sy Af¥aw AT TE-2026 F IR A AT Fel HUR H 40 G
fear A% v hrag dei & gl # §, Sdfeh 65 hig T9RT & g @il & 9 gl & H 3T & T)
w o U Riaees 81 $or TG 31T H 58 hrae REGE gq hre e & 99 g Sidfe gurd
e f B & 15 Hrae o fr dAefiery &

HRT H 31, dufd AR e gaaar & Fhr 3R @ Fear g1 Afger 57 anfier &7 &
foreneieeh R &1 9@l 3o QU gfarar # e, e X s\ & A Eh-gey fade 9¢ w1 #Rd
dfgsh TR W FqEH doll ¥ Fodr INIcIaeuqnBsi & § s g AR o dd olfeleh THAAAT, oA &7 H
ﬂﬁwﬁﬁmﬂaﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁm@rmﬁ,ﬁwm%ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁmmdqﬁwqu%%é&rﬁ
AT IHAAN gfAar & e AT AT AeT gl SAEr g1 AT wfE F Hr IR F T TS SR
AT I9e- 2025 H AR 148 &2t A & 131 § TUT W gl A H Aot 3GHEATT 8 fe@s &ar g1 av
2024 % goAId & SIg AhTAT H Afgen3it H1 yfafaftica 13.6 Brie g1 96T TUET AR A EMeRT 44.4
G Bl

gieram o & oisfhal 3R ARG 3N AT H ISR & W &1 5§ #AFT W IHeleh el & Foar
ST Y AS §| AR H 3T AT A A& qew H JorT A ARG B AT ATt HA wH A g1 q
& 119 3REUTEl &1 gl & #AF &t Agaw enfAa &1 I e & 53 ®Rf $i Jofer H1 e, ar Afgend
72 $rae & 38 gie X a1 W §1 AfRerd oSt H 3198 28 BrAE FA 3TUAT gl @ &l 3
gferar eR & 15 hree T ARRSNT § S I FeT & A §, Afhed Io9ch IH HH & HIE 3T el
¢l I g T ST A, A TE MhST &F B 1 3 R § TS § R Afgemit dhr rdem qISt
FIH T & IO STET 1 9IRT & Rew & &5 & ARt & 19 #¥, ar a¥ 2022 F 24.9 o = &
AegfAS AR STIR AT e 1 &1 Safh qost H g TEdT 38.6 BiE gof HI IS E

IRT # fae, a1fog 3R SoifaaRer v & oemnr 43 firag AfRaw &as & 3T ureg FT W@ 2
Ig 3iehsT TRST T IURT ARG B Sher g1 HIN giear s H MY gerdAn Jamit # Afgensi @
amﬂafrmsfragawﬁWﬁnﬁm&ﬁaﬁrﬁuﬁragamaﬁ%ls@rmaérzmzﬁzozza:
ST ST 44 rEe JaT osthdl RIET 3R ISR F afad T oS il w1g Qar &iF A€ B, Ster Afgensit
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AT Bl 3T QU faeg # 62 Fg [V e@ie FT 3UANT Fd §, T6 57 BrEe AT gexwe &
SEAATS A &1 FBfSieer aohelin i Fororal & AT H gesi 1 3ar Afge’ 3w ff 9w §) #5 W@
I § STET A3 H Ageld T AT A& &1 HFEHA H TWC F AR T g F we], Fat 7 9w
ARTT T a¥ & FUT gH ok 3RT 3ToR & s 1A Fdl 8, ToTHHT oo ddeT el Hedr &l Ifg s
ARt & Hrdf v i e & SAw, a dREF Hehel T 3G HUT TN HrEE & SR g | Hi
Sl 7 5 ®H & AU qeul & 3R T T9A fAerar 8, 3 w1 # A & AU Agensi @ 82 4
Ao 81 st T et ATt AT Holgll F ofemser 15 $ie HT W B

VR HHA S I F S HT S0, dF JgT o Afgensi Hr defe’y #Ags 18 dre & Siafh qesl &1 Fer
HH T 3T 82 BAG ¥l R H Fol I & o7 14 e fear Afgenstt ganr garfea gar 2
& el 17 hrag #Afganit & Fafaa aaa arel sSled g &1 seaas Birag Afgemsit &1 &R 3dafae
g UTaee Brag Afgenstt & F 3eEgaiRe iR mwmefea §1 ae g & Afgemst fr aeficy sea @
3 P &1 oAl gl &, IS 3R A Tedh &l

HYF TS Ted Td HiY HIool & AR, AR H Agensih $T 3 fahrd & amefiql et & waeyar
45 &S AR HT @ H AT § oA Aeel| faeg & oenmr & |t e ais Afgent i,
AT 3R T & G & N AUHR § afd &1 580 IFFAGA BT TS B FA A H HAd 50
Iy I 3Ty 3% gy o g &1 s e & aAfgemst i aeicd o @ ARaw rdfcgaear #r
81.6 M@ U TUV & o1 g R & % fasbrg & ARGt v amefierly AT gl & ahrhr
T BRI 'ATRER Tolldel SEICTS’ & AT & IHTER, HRA H Aot & e Hefer’r & a¥ 2025
deh Hehol TXe] 3cUig 2.9 feforael stor &1 geftr giet T §sraeT Siars 915 ¢l O 8t IRa S dliehciifaeh
S H Tooll AT HIAUTT GaRT Yo DRI HT Secitlel gl @b I FHel MUR Fl ARG hr
AT AN AT T §, W F Foal IFHAAA b & T o v a8 ol B

Nfw e # T dRleR ¥ Aavadd, gfaser # Tl iR reer-smer 3fde aEr & gaw 7
Jear 3Mueh| e e # A SefieRY dee & T ucds afaaal & 39T a7dr 3R Iegar &
ITER hierel TR A gl 3R A 3MerRd e W SR o gem, F3ifh 3 3rdegasyr doheieh
AR Bfoea 1 AR g W 81 3T A FAE APy @ 7 @6 3w 3oafa afed ol @el 3cUG &
dRgs TR W ASG BFopl| el & Sae TR # gur 3wen| @daar geelt iR geerer aeh|
gAY AT F1 AT gl fRdr oft asg Fr yerfar @A sreleRy & foer d@sra =g g1
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