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Get a Fix on Rural Employment Scheme
ET Editorials

On Tuesday, Gol introduced Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Bill 2025
in Lok Sabha, seeking to replace the 20-yr-old MGNREGA. While the rural economy has, indeed, evolved
since 2005, the nature of the proposed overhaul suggests the issue's more than just about updating an
ageing law. Although the Bill proposes to raise maximum guaranteed workdays from 100 to 125, this
increase will be contingent on central allocations and approvals unlike MGNREGA'S demand-driven
entitlement. Village-level plans will be drafted by gram panchayats. But these will also require central nod.
In effect, the Bill restructures the programme as a centrally-sponsored scheme (CSS) with 60:40 Centre-
state cost-sharing arrangement, but without MGNREGA's demand-driven character.

MGNREGA has long been dismissed by critics as a 'ditch-digging' programme, failing to create durable
assets, and flagged as a fiscal burden due to its 100% central funding. For FY26, Gol released 368,394 cr to
states and UTs, against a budgeted *86,000 cr. Pending liabilities exceed 310,127 cr till November. Under
the new framework, part of the financial burden shifts to states, making implementation dependent on
their fiscal capacity.

Persistence of a rural employment programme points to the shortfall in job creation. Despite being dogged
by corruption -failures of systems, rather than beneficiaries-the scheme has created assets, and measures
such as geotagging of works have improved transparency. Like many CSSS, its flaws are evident. Fixing
them is Gol and states' responsibility, not justification for pushing costs of a leaky system onto the

economically weakest amid fragile employment and fragmented politics that can have a bearing on
allocation.
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Blatant foul

US's militarised approach to Venezuela is a violation of international law

Editorials
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In line with a series of hostile moves, the U.S. seized a
Venezuelan oil tanker, Skipper, on December 10. Venezuela
called it the latest example of Washington's "piracy, kidnapping,
theft of private property, extrajudicial executions in
international waters". The tanker was part of Venezuela's
ongoing efforts to support Cuba through subsidised oil
shipments, with proceeds from resale to China providing
Havana crucial revenue. For decades, Venezuela has sent oil to
Cuba at highly subsidised prices, with Cuba sending doctors and
security professionals to Venezuela. The seizure represents a
troubling escalation in U.S. policy toward Venezuela under
President Nicolas Maduro. It is also clear that the U.S. Secre tary
of State, Marco Rubio, a major hawk on U.S. foreign policy towards Cuba, has sought to disrupt one of the
island nation's economic lifelines. The overt moves to engineer regime change in Venezuela and other
brazen acts mark a new low in U.S. foreign policy, recalling the interventionist era of its Monroe Doctrine
in Latin America.

Before the seizure of Skipper, the U.S. had also conducted strikes in Caribbean waters on boats that
Washington alleged were used by drug traf fickers. These attacks appear to constitute acts of war carried
out without clear legislative authorisation. The Trump administration insists that the operations are part
of its "war on drugs", but has not presented credible evidence to link Mr. Maduro to cartels or to drug
trafficking networks. To be clear, Mr. Maduro is credibly accused of manipulating the results in the 2024
presidential elections and his government also bears substantial responsibility for Venezuela's crippling
economic collapse. But, acknowledging its failures does nothing to justify the Trump administration's
hostile approach. Be it the disproportionate economic sanctions that hurt Venezuela's ability to sell its
crude oil, covert actions to take down the Maduro presidency, the ill-conceived recognition of an opposition
politician, Juan Guaido, as President, or the extrajudicial killings in the Caribbean and the seizure of the oil
tanker, these actions are tantamount to flouting the rules of the international order that the U.S. purports
to uphold. The parallel with U.S. policy towards Cuba since the Cuban Revolution in the 1950s is instructive.
The U.S. has maintained an embargo on trade to force regime change in the island nation. The world must
condemn these moves, even while maintaining the critique of the Venezuelan regime. A principled defence
of international law that applies equally to all actors, including the rich and the powerful, is an imperative
so that the world does not descend further into anarchy.
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AFATG GATATeT, ( HRART SoTar el & Ty Jaarer )
1. faorar wE, ( agafasr )
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& T H TUGT AT &, Afhad 31Gel GeT AL Ifd & 9910 @, T ITN3T r TART ot &
Seolel, YA FHETT T FET Siicdel 3N faRa@siaar f@#or $r @ gl

FS AR dF AR & UiREH TRRT ¥ FOU AT & § dd A 3R gardt ARt f Fars
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e 91g S | 2023 H ARG garT IRfAa sh-20 R aFAes & gus, @ 3R e @6
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yAE AfFddl & WY WEER! S48 g1 2018 F TAcar g o el 3Tt & ufd gede
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% TIATd AW §o 3R 3uetsyr FT 10| Ruic Ig off gardr § 5 JARm F dgd FIH dod=T
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MR T 8l sHH $IRd TR T FTARA AST13t I g Ae B geff| s3q dg)
STl STt 3R YT H T H Hee Aol Ig Teh cheg IRATSIT AT g1l 3N 31T HelT Frsfenait
T e I 957 TS & SaRT drew fhar Siree|

HAWM & degd Tl of TEAEI I AETd T 25 BIEST 3R IAAHAS 6T HT 50 BIEGT 987 haT|
319, 3T TN EdRT Fel AT HT 40 RAS WS FIAT 3eish AT <qF HT 96T AeheTl &1 T
oeh feam ST dehdl & & g8@ Aot & IR 3R fhaleaae & gur g aifeh 39 Tsat &
REGer 3t gl ofeT @ §1 & $o Tog faled =97 w= & Fufa & 7 g a1 &
A & TP o Bl AEdd H, T WHT &I @ g TS ASTABT TR §9 92T 3aTem g1 S
fh R Rerd o & Uo7 fad RAIE (2024) & @ &9 & 3@ fohar &, sga 310 S
WA [T & T Fe & TNATeT I GHTTAT F 81 Hard ATaA3i I JFdHra qalat &l
HAHAT IAT &1 FEale T Haar &, TSAT T e 7 3% TadadT glell AeT| T SW@T
feoraed gl & dergd fad 3maer & 50 Heg &1 O Fafta far B

diel-5lT TH ST T HEH Uge] T6 & T a6 HiY &1F H AfAGT HI SRd W &1l &l g1 T 13
T Hels & SR Fol At 60 AT oo T 3rafer JifAfd Y Foha §, S Aeter & dgd &
AT @9, difeh W SR & fav 3/ ASIGl T 4H7 30ceY g1 Th| 38 AR, AT Hlofed
AT AT FeTed e 3R HhS A erar sl &1 @6 g @ ¢, [Sad siel geet, Atds
B HTRTAT T3t A FA a2 & AT F 3R geg ador g e S 861 W eae Sied
fhar STTem| I8 S & AT TURT ASTelT & IRePedal aXdl & il ASerT TUTfeIeh Yomferdi &
AT T g1 | o¥h & § W o JEdifadd e # GuR 3R faarerde gaur ge nfae
el WJ 3 U AT USHIR FAlTdl T §of AN HAT Al M| HIfdS HGHANT & aRTT Hm
aﬂtﬁrﬂa‘c'\?ﬂ?mﬁ?rg‘é%ﬁl 3% dgd PIH I AQT H AT HAT W Pl [Hell § Il Th TPRIcHSD
Thd &l ASEMR ITRET AT HT AT g it 8 g AT &7 €I dgcR ddad arell AleeRar AT
el W glAT AIfgT arfer AT ASTem3iT IR AeRar 8R-4R &a g dh| Ig a1 3797 Jgddad g
foh &1 TIRERT ATHIOT QSR ¢ a1 FlefeT & HBICAT I AT ATH FToAT TR AT ?
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