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SOCIAL MEDIA HARMS ...Your Kids...

Aussie ban on under-16s’ social media is worth following by other countries. We have
a suggestion

TOI Editorials

Global eyes are on Australia as its decision to ban
social media for all children under 16 kicks in
today. Canberra’s move, announced last year, had
upset tech giants. But Australian govt is sticking to
its guns and targeting 10 major platforms -
Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Threads, TikTok,
X, YouTube, Reddit, Kick and Twitch - who will be
required by law to verify the age of users and
refuse or deactivate accounts of those under 16.

But the larger question is will it work. True, there’s
a growing body of evidence that excessive social
media exposure is harmful for children. Canberra’s own study found that seven out of 10 children aged
10-15 had been exposed to harmful content, including material promoting misogyny, eating disorders
and suicide. Recall also Meta’s leaked internal documents that showed its online platforms contributed to
body image issues and suicidal thoughts among teenagers. But is fining social media platforms - up to
50mn Australian dollars for failing to comply - the answer? Today’s children are growing up in a tech-
dependent world and are savvy enough to devise ways around the ban - use VPN and/or create fake
profiles.

Plus, the ban could push teens to darker and more dangerous corners of the web, increasing harm
further. Besides, the list of platforms isn’t exhaustive. Gaming platforms are exempt as of now. And new
ones can crop up. It’s like trying to hold water in the palm of your hand.

So, here’s our suggestion - make access to social media paid . It can be just a token amount, say, X1 per
month in India. Any digital payment will require adult consent since children can’t register on payment
platforms. This gives parents a way to monitor kids’ internet activity. But given low charges, there will be
no price-driven exclusion. Responsible parents should be monitoring their children’s online activities
anyway. This makes monitoring easier. Of course, nothing can help you if you hand over your credit card
to your kid. Australia’s decision is a pointer to other countries that they too should be getting tough with
social media. But parents have a vital role, too.
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Australia’s Big Social (Media) Experiment
ET Editorials

Australia’s big experiment, a ban on social media use for under-16s, has kicked off today. Over the next
weeks and months, efficacy of the law passed a year ago to ostensibly protect children and early
teenagers from online bullying and potential predators, and to reduce teen anxiety, will be tested. Coming
as this prohibition does in a liberal society like Australia and with reported parental approval, this is a
test case worth taking note of without bias.

In legally raising the minimum age for having a social media account to 16, the law shifts responsibility of
keeping children safe from parents and guardians to tech companies providing social media services like
TikTok, X, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Snapchat and Threads. A hefty Aus$49.5 mn fine is expected to
ensure that these companies take the ban seriously. But it’s less clear whether the ban, even if
implemented successfully, can, indeed, improve children safety and well being. The ban targets the online
spaces, but does little to improve how people behave in them. Teenagers will expectedly flock to apps like
WhatsApp, Discord, Messenger, Pinterest and Roblox that are outside the law’s purview, where toxic
behaviour that resulted in the law could migrate to new perches. There are already instances of minors
setting up fake accounts, while two teenagers are taking the government to court challenging the law.

Another option could be to require social media platforms to better police harmful content, limit the
power of algorithms, and create some levers of control that give parents and guardians more control.
Simultaneously ensuring children are better equipped to deal with dangers of online engagement, and
are able to find support when encountering unsafe online behaviour.
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Wanton negligence

Regulatory failure was a contributory factor in the Goa blaze
Editorial

A technical report by the Directorate of Fire and Emergency Services in Panaji has laid bare the reasons
for the devastating blaze at the Birch by Romeo Lane nightclub in Arpora, north Goa that claimed 25 lives.
The nightclub had been operating without a valid fire department No-Objection Certificate (NOC). The
local panchayat had issued a demolition notice for the unlicensed structure but this was not enforced.

2



&
AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (10-DEC-25)

The building itself lacked essential safety infrastructure, and its wooden panels and decor and poorly
ventilated basement led to the fire spreading quickly and the victims being claimed by toxic smoke and
oxygen deprivation. The unfortunate pattern of the deadly blaze in Goa highlights the fact that such
tragedies are not exceptional in India. There is one theme in tragedies such as the firecracker factory
explosions in Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, fires in hazardous old buildings in Kolkata, the flames
consuming a sleeper bus in Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh, and hospital fires across the country — the
inadequacy of regulatory enforcement. Fire safety remains a low priority for regulators and
administrators despite recurring catastrophes pointing to the same faults. The issue is not one of a deficit
of laws but their lax implementation or even deliberate circumvention without fear of consequences.
Building codes, fire safety norms and licensing requirements exist on paper, with corruption, political
influence, bureaucratic inertia and, sometimes, even incompetence, creating an ecosystem where
violations are routine and enforcement is the exception. With such an enabling environment,
establishments such as the one in Arpora prioritise profits over safety. In the case of Goa, a major tourist
hub, there is the added problem of proliferation of night clubs, many of them illegal. The operation of
these clubs without licenses cannot be possible without political patronage. In Arpora’s case, a
magisterial inquiry has been ordered by the Chief Minister.

The recurrence of fire accidents must catalyse systemic change in India. Directly related to fire safety,
some reforms are key. First, fire safety audits for establishments must be conducted periodically and the
findings must be published on an e-governance portal that tracks compliance and fixes accountability.
Second, community initiatives about fire safety and hazards should be mandated, and led by local
governance institutions. These institutions can also be empowered to incentivise building owners to fit
their establishments with fire exits and fire-resistant materials. Third, staff at high-risk establishments
must receive safety and crowd management training. In sum, a fundamental shift in governance culture
that prioritises citizen safety and holds the regulatory apparatus accountable is a must.
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AR @ R A @TRr fer g1 S A wlur T @A arell I8 U ded gehdlideh BRA & 3HTAR
et A 119 Ut A 399 T W ¢ 3R Fellgel G Tsied &7 A 2% $HS BE 1T 81 Ui Td
HiEhiceh qdcd HRA &1 HET 3MhY0T g, foad far fagelr gdes o 3@l &1 @gRT ofd g1 aar &r
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33YeT T N Yo oo I7 ¢, Togrem 0l geansit H Rigiy o &, s8%h AU 3nud - Jeus Teesl
ST gref| Fgl 37 Fuferar f@aer &Y, sad v FUR 7 aRagd 1 Faure - Yed Wl T gl

Date: 10-12-25

fooaw & it F1 dAfdFar I FFAcHr gdr & a1 agi?
sfeder e aFFdar, ( TRFw yReTs vd 9w )

gHA &S aul @ faoed videq 3N Ageh FaT S Arsal Y Gl g1 HART @ gidar F o et ga wn
gIdr g1 AEH F AT T FH Ael THAST STl oifehed ST T I F37 Ygde WRARH of 3o JHH
AR H gfseTar 331 &

3l T o FATST hAelRle T MIeTd 3Tl WY TR AT HT & AT 30 AT, oAfehed Ueh ATY goIRIT
Fell3C 1 &l 8 STl §8e 3R gayerrll 317d Terl forell off amh & faw Sed) qg,;rm T I g,
GRS TETAT| AR HgACGToNG TIEHT o A &% fohdT 1 Ay X & e & A, Afther e AR 3T &
arT 3T & A@TY dF @ & g1 0 H A IMSsAsH Urele 3R I gt & fow 3 @sy o)

3TN A 3 HHIT TS Hl Yol & AolRC § &W ol ARG & THAH qrelc 24 9 7, Td-f6A, 3ol
O[T TSA ST H, 9gd A GARN ged # w1 G £ PS gaAls STEST Pl HAlfoleh IT AT Ig gl
TAS Fehll foh RT3 A Siled H AR HIH HA & fhell & AARAS AR ARNE dJeled W
=TT weTTa usar g

Y &, TS STETT 3910 HAY 3PN Ui A AT aellcHs IHJelA H gl ol Fellge & Hclelel al
farsar & &, TR & @ o FAShar gr ¥ FRT-x ¥ FReT FA FF goAar A, Fehr A giewdt &
d I HEGH el B Ul & Tolel @ 3k ST & g HIST 337 W@ § AN 3HH ¥ e T
G forder ST gl

3R O GHT T Aig T HAT W@ dF /S UaheT & A87 8la), dfed AFd & €I, AGdcH s AI=oT,
fcfshar getreT oY 8 3R BT § 3R @iide & dl Foh Aohs &I Y Wshsl MIAT & Siiael R XY U3
ST gl
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FS IET Ig el AR R 3P TS N ISTAT e IRIRF 3R AGRAF UFT T g&T 8 safav
3R AT fHTH & 8%Fd 3% SIIGT 3IRTA T THhladd Id o, Ud H TS HI J&AT HT HH Fled HT O
A §, A5 YA & d1G o7 Nehadl TEH W FAET SR 3d & o S8 FAe wufadr i anfar &
CaNI EERETT & T Sier =nfgu|

U geold g8l 1 AL &X & TAT NRAW e X Hevol &1, Afhed ofd TFT A R 337 Hr geam
BN & ra & &%d%ﬁd{sﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁmmg‘&m%ma
Gl T qoel # g ¢ T Woed A w15 oRew a1 gaAteie SEACRY gieh & A wEi?

$H TeolT 1 AT B AR § o GW| g I A Py g8 gel 3R oF A PR F GG HIT A &
Ul BN, 9§ il FCEIHT Fole & foIv Tar ardm glam, &is AR gem, HI$ geer gem, IS Jar g«
A H & AT qET AT QR AN RIS HIA FAT H gE I@T G I A Rehe HY ANARN| W H e
SFATRY @emr?

Sl H ot $OF Qehs T ol glalT 3 AR &1 HROT &= STl §, oifehel AR 2 & W Fohe &
ATACTgSINT FAT & TET 87 FIT H$ TIASH Slall fIse¥ & Tohel § iR FAh 30a oy & v o o
F Ghdl §? ATgeh JdT T AT Tedl HUHAT 3AAS 0 FAT 96l Sldl § [ ATl hl HIGlT ar 4T
gare o S FASC? FAT e Sl & far % o 3R dow e & gege gar 87 a1 A &
AT 31U EH 93 Thglesy Tl ATEh I okl 8T QI AIRT?
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aer &Y AT feardr AaHes geuw

TeNT T9=, ( d@F & SeRor & vaif@ve tfiee §)

9gd &t 1 gV of9 AW &% WRT Ffegh & AF # Ig WAS I A7 & foAaemsd qeasdt @ 3o
HIA TGl Re el har| 50 AT 6 ART & TG & Told ALT 9 iR Toeger & 25 ¥ 3w
gTal fr T T TS A g H gar AT & v FuwEe gEa-hda e Ade [EFAr derea I
R8T AT a adar §, W FRAET F osdd &, gal AT SHhear & fAderor iR ganstt &
AHAT T GUETOT T ST S 1 T I s griereaor ad €

U7 & TH IO T &HATT 3TeRT-3odT § 3R Auasest & gw v JA¥eR A8 & ag u=ar &
IO & TS HT ARG @ TF| AuFd &% @RT & 25 sTar fr Al & a6 0l @y 318 &
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gar AT Ug 3d% geTuT Y SIIEAT it 3R FeTH 1T SUan, fdhed Fgar HideT § & AT g Jham
AR 3@& Adr 7 Fifegd G AAS B AT FET AN FAG F garsit & AAor d gfhar 3R 3eehr
IOl S SR wﬁmwiﬂﬁaﬁﬂwmwmmﬁmﬁmmwiﬂ,aﬁ@aﬁ
ggol AMfear 3R 3SAfFedd H 9RT H 9l % AR & TFdd ¥ 54 &2 & &g T A T J|

U S A g &F & fov Fgee deuw g, AftheT IE wee oG § T @4 9 gaied e § 3R
39T HTH TEY IS F FT 9T T &2 drel JATHT AT Far3it 7 Fares ear e 1 g sy
TS o ST & A0 FTAT I 6] e & AT W 3olehl IAedl Hi Fl hager fhar 3R ag ofr
de, J9 3" TWsd & I 38 o 3O+ v H09 o av &1 gaAg Her A7 30T WRART oF d
SSNEIT & 3R T IIFeel H FRA & g¢ ol ot HIA] 9T A H fordr, adfchad 3o & 0ar &1
fohar 3R g o a9 o9 3T REEY g & I W 8 AR S gard A

gf3am & AT fATAT A AT F T 0 [FfA W1 X & fF ST Fr 39 AIAT W A A TeAAT
qmagﬁaﬁaﬁvﬂagé,wﬁﬁ@%aﬁﬁaﬁréwﬁmmﬁwﬁmﬂmwmw
ﬁ%mg@lﬁ?m%mﬂﬂﬂﬁa’fm?ﬁ, 3oToh ST HIA T e 0| FRET Fr olieT o ar
fordll 1 Se¥eg a1 T SR AfEer 3ryar 3T &S FA| or@l GAe AT & & 3nfde, iR 3
ATATAS® TRRATAT g‘é 3TFT HTholed FAT HideT gl

SfEal & et 331 3@ X Rwe amr @ g9 a o RRfa dar e & o Sl @ sae wweT gea
¢hel US| 3 TAATAT TSR # 306 FEASRT 7 of1eT 3o ST A 5 g gl & faT arey
ﬁm,mﬁ%ﬁmﬂm%mﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁ?&g@,ﬁﬁ#éﬁﬁ@v?sﬁﬁEh‘ra-ldoiq%‘SHRH
TIHR HT Fehell| HICT TIHR HI Jg T gleTl AT b SN Joor @ HAoigd THR T 3qH BTl
WW%Immm%mﬁmﬂaﬁmm%rﬁaﬂmﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁéﬁiﬁﬁ
33Tl % TG B F G & Y fGr & A ¢ w2 gul

g We T a1 ¢ 6 ST A & fedr  sudhr gitr 7@ o 6 Sfee 3w 3R & o v aw s
meﬁﬁwff@w@%mﬂﬁ?%mdd9531t«@»-34ﬁ°hl<ul%ﬁ?mﬁ&ﬁéaﬁ'
aEs aren A A1 fF I e e A w9 3w REdelr e ardt $fet suh 3R ¥ a v v
fogH o) A& HEN A HAWSET TaAGTT 3T & Al Tedd Tl Swen g, o sufadt o 3qe foat
1 el R, 9 Ge TSI §IT ey HLN|

T W gAY o9 e & i sifer d¢ W § 3R e At feelt 7 s epfAer @ 3R IEar g @ g,
ae foares TEAIHT #T Gt gl aedeh & g1, Ay g1 3nh o § Fuwe e ol g e
geTH 3R FoET F8T ST ohdl g1 SR [SarHe TEATT HEET 9T T #7687 3R a1 T &1 s gaeg
IFFHRT & o AET & T FIS TOYAT & 3T & IFA gl [T s T W@H W AASA T 3T
W®d &, S I8 gard ¢ [ HardAs §eure R 598 a1 AAAT H Ashed H ATHH & 3OS Bl 2
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Ife T GTATT FeTe AT §oif ar Ao &7 T Fulaar @ & AqHET FT Thar §, Sy s3I F )
TIHR Y AT T glell =1feU o afe Torarereh Seu gemrdr w7g7 §ei ar f¥slh &fF 1 shuferar Serems
gl 3R 3@k aciat & 3curel AR Jasit v qoraar el @arees et wr sae gafav & germdr et
Sefell gHT, difeh 3cdiel Ud Qai3it & q[uraar GER IR 3UHIFAIET fr RIbgdl w1 7T )W FqE T 4
AT 81 3o SHAT Y Yy S @19, FAifP Hls A YA FEABT Y Fororar ¥ & o 3R
fafaa s=1ar g

i | .I I El égé Date: 10-12-25

R St 8 A guR e

R T8 Fofl &1 H Aol ¥ FicH Ja W@ ¢l U H Fol
g fostely &t ar &1 50 Hadr ¥ Qe Rear 3w IR-
Shared @rar 9 3T g1 o2 o Ig o8y §FY ¥ U ay
ggel & BIber X forar g1 #Asiea aAifcerd @Ade & g7 W
e Algger faf#or 7 ¥R & @ Toeo Fe & # g%
wifad # @R FET &7 36H J9E @ gl AR Fol W TG
Fr TIrRT FfAfa $r v A RAE F TIse 9 & Fgr mw g &
el TR &THAT S & a1 dfeT dTell oAeT g

gaTaT 3R Jdurlr e o & & 3@l A dur & Adieony
Sl ofet T T AT HIWhel g1 Tehell g1 30 RAE 7 v
3o HgeaquT a1 #1 o ok B HA el @ B R gede
I fORET & TR W d@98 AU @rfdar G@ @ g1 $Rd & 129 demaic 1 wiid #@R &THdT &
STasle Wieldifeesd (Fdl) I & Te & 3HTeholed & [T Toh TSET @ &1 30T g1 HAIgTel T I[0Taa
TG &TACT # Fal, Haleld 3R T@I@T &1 q[uradm & el et A1 ARROT-FARITST 3carest @1 arore
F & U FI5 ARG aH hegrel AlSg &7 ¢

U HAlTh & IHE H Yool @ SIS aifrar Srefepticeh Yeded & 3 SEH & Y dAleldel wg o7 drell |
TS Y&l F%el arell YRASTAT AR & WTHeA g1 37 urehl 8 3R AFAATAHT (STATR) 9 F[uTear aieiR
W@ & fov 3fw gam@ A8 usar §1 gfaTacHt sl 3R FEeR Ao w IR 5w a9 & for &
STARIRAT FI AT hadl F&TATT AR GAT garg FT FROT 9T TheT B
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g TR 9T U M drel S0 FAEAT AR FAfed g1 &t &1 R FoT 3cuea @ #Hfoe &Er &
Hfgd & Fafh IRWOT AT 3R FoiT HSROT 39ATed § A U 3R a1 &1 a9 2030 I 60 femare Hr
AN ATl & Jolell H fholglel dhael o@me@r 5 dMemdic HSRUT &TAT 39ctstr gl gRa ot
ITAIRT T FoAlel 3R HRUSAT IRYUT TF HAld Sollel § Tt FfATT &1 RAERY deprer amy
ST fgu|

For faega wiftretor o o g Hog & @ wfasy A ol 33t & foaw oo arelr Sifodt 7 #a
¥ FA 10 BRI H HSRUT FT geh MAA g TARIOT T FoI1d FERIT A9 g1 A 3917 et fohw v ar
AR Sl &AaT & Felall s &1 ggeT &A@ 3 g Sl fSed seldr 3R fadr ears v wHiad
3cee B S| Bl W @R Foll AT T et &1 ATt (FHeld FieRk Teloll Gardie) & o gur &
HTIRIHAT gl

v @ X AT & ded ¥ 58 U T IFAR d9gG HH gl S Fedl H hIol HT glel P eI g
3TIME AT &1 et & Tag 3V 3R Tad F g7 Fa Qe & 3uasuar & JAaRor sufaat (Bwra)
& AT greTd HREer a1 QU &1 T ST gl el Tsd faegd FamHs 3T A Ae-HeRer @zt
W GATIR #a 3R Fg7 dh fF el & &Gl W de & fav [aw w1 fean i qaensi @
AT ATy & adie [Afad at W @i ghen

HIA HRITgor o Teh arer |iiad & W@ &1 G &TACT M o1 3o & v Gid Amarse 4 § 7 s et
ST 14 @ 20 G §FCAX A N HTARThcl glch &1 PV 3culesh A1 TRIEATAR & & FdeAeMer &t
& @Y Rl & TorE, STl TS el 3R HUS JaedT @ ST Ho[ll IIed et # U IR faehrg
I AR il T Sl §1 57 SHA A AU & AT Uevel Ho[ll oTaEUT Aol goed W Fehall & 3N
T HH Hld H HACCIR AT 8 Hehell &1 YR SR & a3t H gg<led Flal AR FharT Ashad &
forr Tt 3 oA ferasdaisil & Ay sk TF-ad AT g

$8% AT AR HT FAfFHTOT WEHTT hael Alsger T & F#e w7 Wl wigv| FATT 7 FhR &l
i afelehled, $9C T Al AR @R 7od & fov qade gee & gma fear g1 3 @l e 3mara o
S 8 3R Srdemferer gl aF # Adawdr va A g8 A & fAT Agaqol 81 Fuse § f 6@ Fel
H WP 9¢ @ HEH P 3Tl TROT 57 d1d I Agr IRATNT glar aifige ToF el &7Aar IR & & §
dicsh 3gH o1 g § o TE Tohclell Hereldl & H1H T TET &

= Date: 10-12-25
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AT & Teh A5 Fold H HET HT HAGE U o 3N3-T3 dlel Tl X GIET SoolAl H SATORART Y
¥ 39R fhar B S-S 59 ged 1 Wd ol @I &, [Affee TRt R HIAEr seat & ded e 30 1
g1 JTTTRHT GIET UMl & 37 @ AT AU BATT 7 sarg v Alpel FaE>T o el Jg =M & T
o A Fold & AR 3N 7 & TAUCT GAEA & TgT 3 ared e 1 GL&T A 9 H1S b M| 59
gled # Sl IMale dlell & IReled 39 =4 & AN & W@ ¢, ofehed Jiod J&g 3R a = &
FHOUY H ol 9IUl AT AT, TPl ol HT TaTel @3 & 1T g1 AT 5afeiw, Fifch Fold & Alfelh U glal
AT IR ged & §1g a2 SIS AN HIET I7¢ | A&l gredy & e 3 o Fcehe @ 3R 3roeh
e &I TIRAT & a9 7 IF TS| ST T F LA Fold & JaUHT HAA H eRIHS W & Higd
1 3R 38 & &7 3NN a9 FAehed § HEIS g 0

IRdee § 6 398 aar Rya ‘a7 9 ATFAY ot Ase Fod H AfAar T ol ofivor 3er & godg drenr
dr & g 75 M| 5H g & dc o o Hd FoAT A YGURT HI H Al $S B B GTRER
fRaT| URTAS ST & &1 AT ST @l & 5 Fog H 'Solfded Te@ TaW ST § 79T o9l| glelifh, %
3Gl HRUN HT Il S G g & dIg & el UIwaN| HIR Falel Jg ¢ [ gled & dc i o HRars
H fohdelr deoar w7 Ot a7 aote W@ R Qe HEg AR i @l TehAT SRl 3 BISa ATsels
HIET I1T| AT YTH T FeTeh IR Blol T SRT 3 3eiepr w1gT oAt ? fohell ST woldl & 56 oRe 1 oToRangr
@rmﬁaﬁ@rmaﬁﬁ%?%Wﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁ:gﬁqﬁﬂﬂ%giﬁmmé:ﬂﬁaﬁwqgﬂﬁﬁ
T A GHST| ST g o HHAIR &l Sd Goohl FUT 370 Sl 9T SUART &, d9 gdr dar & I
facer smr 1w €1 O A gfod i ST yomell W FaTeT 35T TN &

Al HAHA & SIThRT &I Fgll & o el &I IR A 319 HRA q9H o 7T F FHotR H Tl
AT I g1 BNl H & Iford & GAral ¥ Sexaiel i1 3R & 38 WAh s IR AlfeH IR
fear = §, 7o) Ig o G919 § 6 7 gigels @ fordr 3R g #rer ST AN 3¢ FREAR & a9d dfel
T ufshar & g Fercll §1 U 3R FAgcaqel 91T IE § R 3W ged & §1G U INUST YU HIior o
Teh A WA SR fRAT §1 $8b T8d ASC Fold, &I, I, HAHA Tl 3R 3 Re & 37
GRETT AICST F G RE Iegaleled el 1 fAer fEam Irr g1 38 SoRaney «1eh o 3R 41 Fel reen foh
forel 93 e & a1 & 50 R F Y T W A TR AgHH H S ¥ $TH aT A& fF 3R
Teat & & A F w3 @ Ao ARG R JT, d 39 e & gied A S Goher ¢
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