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News Flash: Dowry is Illegal, But By Law'

ET Editorials

DOWRY
IS ILLEGAL

A man from Muzaffarnagar recently made national news for
refusing to accept dowry of 31 lakh. Welcome as his action is,
hailing him for his 'quiet act of resistance' is rather ironic,
considering Dowry Prohibition Act-a law prohibiting the giving
or taking of dowry-has been in existence since 1961.
Effectively, he was being feted for following the law.

Breaking laws in many spheres in India is the rule, not an
exception. Flouting traffic rules, littering public spaces,
rampant use of vehicular horns near hospitals and schools, and
bursting firecrackers beyond regulation time are just a few
other things that Indians have come to see as their way of life
despite regulation or prohibition on paper. An overwhelming
number of dowry-related cases come about only when Section

85 of BNS (earlier Section 498A of IPC)- cruelty by a husband or his relatives towards a married woman
comes into play. This is akin to hauling up someone for drunk driving only if the driver hits a pedestrian.
Sucha laissez-faire attitude to illegality not only endorses the practice of dowry, but also punctures the

very notion of lawful-unlawful itself.

We need to change our approach from being reactive to proactive with law. This will normalise the very
notion of legality and drive home the point that de jure is meant to be de facto, and not a societal figleaf.
This would mean reading out the law to law enforcers, who will have to understand that laws are only as
useful as their implementation. Without such an effort, it is impossible to transform or abandon practices
that have become so inimical to our society. For being viksit is as much about a society having a
developed sense of what is lawful and what is not, as it is about fast trains and tall buildings.
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India needs research pipelines

Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar, [ Former Chairman, UGC and former Vice-Chancellor, JNU ]

India will not meet its growth ambitions on public grants alone. The countries that turned science into
industry did one thing well: they matched firm outlays to campus strengths and kept that link steady for
years. The policy question is clear. How do we move private research outlays from episodic Corporate
Social Responsibility to a predictable pipeline that buys lab time, funds doctoral cohorts, and books pilot
lines?

Global benchmarks

Leading tech firms run innovation budgets at industrial scale. In 2024, Meta's research outlay reached
about $44 billion, near a third of revenue. Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, IBM, and Microsoft also reported
multibillion-dollar programmes. In the U.S., enterprises booked roughly $692 billion of domestic research
against about $14 trillion in net sales in 2022, a ratio near 5%. Policy instruments translate that
investment into campus partnerships. The National Science Foundation's Industry-University
Cooperative Research Centers pool company fees for pre-competitive university work. The
Semiconductor Research Corporation funds multi-university consortia that train talent while tackling
industry-relevant problems.

China's Huawei reported an R&D expenditure at 179.7 billion yuan in 2024, equal to 20.8% of revenue.
More than half of Huawei's workforce is in R&D roles. Build Your Dreams, a Chinese multinational auto
company, invested 54.2 billion yuan in 2024 on R&D against roughly 777 billion yuan of revenue, an
intensity of nearly 7%.

These examples demonstrate one trait. Corporate research works with campuses through joint centres,
shared lines, long-horizon consortia and open talent pipelines. India should scale this on Indian terms.
The goal is self-reliance with open doors to global science while anchoring discovery to India's needs.
Private research outlays need size, predictability, and structured linkages with higher education
institutions (HEIs).

Today, India's GERD sits near 0.65% of GDP, with enterprises funding about two-fifths.

Advanced economies show a higher firm share. Yet India has bright spots. Tata Motors reported revenue
of about *4.38 lakh crore in FY24 and R&D outlay of 329,398 crore, an intensity of 6.7%. Sun Pharma
invested 6.7% of global revenues in R&D in FY24. Dr. Reddy's spent 722.9 billion, about 8.2% of sales.
Bharat Electronics dedicated 6.24% of turnover to R&D in FY24, an important signal in a strategic sector.
Reliance Industries recorded over 4,100 crore of R&D expenditure in FY2024-25.

2



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-DEC-25)

In terms of partnerships, India already runs strong platforms. IIT Madras Research Park hosts more than
200 companies near faculty labs and student teams, creating a daily flow of ideas and talent. The Ministry
of Defence promotes startup and research lab teaming through IDEX. The India Semiconductor Mission
pairs industry investments with skill pipelines and academic partnerships, as seen in the Micron ATMP
project at Sanand.

Policy actions

These strands form a workable base. The task now is to scale them and set clear expectations for private
R&D expenditure and university linkages across sectors. First, we must set three-year R&D-to-sales ratios
for autos, pharma, electronics, defence, space and energy that climb year by year, balanced with export
goals and cash-flow realities. We must use shared IP frameworks that reward publication and
commercialisation together. Second, reward co-funded projects and shared facilities and offer matching
grants where industry rupees flow through HEIS for multi-year projects with open data deliverables and
industry-relevant key performance indicators. Create a dedicated line item for university-managed pilot
lines and testbeds that industry can book by the hour. Seed multi-university centres around a portfolio of
problems rather than isolated projects. Third,modernise tax instruments for research. Weighted
deductions can focus on measurable outputs such as patents, standards contributions, clinical milestones
or field trials. Link incentives to proof of collaboration with accredited HEIS and to hiring graduate
researchers into industry roles. Fourth, teach collaboration. Support campus programmes that train
faculty and PhD scholars to work with industry, negotiate IP, and run translational projects. Bring more
PhDs into product groups, create dual-track roles with adjunct appointments, and sponsor doctoral
cohorts aligned to corporate roadmaps. Fifth, ask listed companies to report R&D investment and the
share of spend that flows to Indian HEIS. Disclosure nudges boards to treat research as strategic, not
incidental. Publicise results in Indian languages and in practitioner-friendly formats. That builds prestige
around research careers and attracts talent.

India's university campuses sit next to some of the world's most dynamic markets, and they carry
knowledge traditions that examine technology as part of a broader human inquiry. When corporate
research engages that heritage, solutions gain depth and context and match what high-performing
corporate R&D needs.

India has the labs, talent, and markets. The task before the industry is clear: set transparent targets,
match grants that buy real lab time, and collaborate better. The task before academic institutions is
straightforward: shape research for measurable value, welcome industry questions, and show evidence
of success. Do that, and research becomes a national supply chain, not wishful thinking.
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feeel # algell T deT IFAR 3T e gredt &t aofg
S T &, dfhel 38 AR A ARG a1 & gfed
Fr fAwerar foRemes g1 drelm gear gl ool
FAodeT HIAT ANT W UIfAAR X Td S @S doF
AT IS, oTeT T 7 [ag a7 & 9 oOH F A9
qY g g3 #S & WY RAAT urEf § dle W gen A
ARSI R O AR # gl & HROT ¥ W F ol
& fou o ot & v fafla & 1 3w
ged # IAIfRd R & #5F fFaIR @3 g el

HI AR FX I il gashl & Faol feam| g @
T T FHiT & 7S, FafF MR T F G ar A9 Hl 3T F AT HIAT IAT B

dlgel dTeiehl I ATAATT fAGAT FT dTeled FMA T SR AT I HT 8, oAfched Tl & 3 &
JfFR argsT ek fAIRT 1fa & argsT Toa TR 3T Irarad fAg#AT i afoaar 33 7o) 3 gl
Ud & AT AHAR R TSl W AT g $f Ao =18t el | T +T€l, feEeol 7 arget arerent @ ¢ithes
ATellel AT 37 &1 W 81 A gferd & el HTRIRRAT &l Td & AT Gierashi#Ad 1 dsehi W
et giAREd el =i @y & Aarnd AT #1 drel e # QU Gt s TRy, asf IR
X SRMH 6T Hhall 3R Fsh gIedr H AT 3T Fhall|

foreE w2

dFhe FEAAOT T dare IR TeEhfa

Tarer FAR
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o @ dueel f9gR fAu=a@e gard & TSI SAdifEes ot () H ARER Siid HT T a3
ao1g Higell ATHIOT ASEIR TSIl I Al ST QT &1 $H ISl & JHAdd 9 AfGen3i H Jaaqrd Y&
el & farw 10,000 ¥9F fow 9w 3K 2,00,000 T9F & fcifRerd TR 3mafed g & Foraam &1 AN
oAiclter $AR Toel w5 aul @ ARG HT TAFT Folll & AT FF FegA o= & fav woigr & uF g,
sgfow I8 Ay e g grem & 3ifde gag & aiffd #gst U TNl o Tsier & g&f # g1y
gal &1 &1 U IR0 & HTER ST g fAuerden &E # AR ged 31 dedr A Jdere e

4



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-DEC-25)

3 3AHF el Hiel ST ASATIE-U-STgIgel AT (TIHSTANESUHA) & @ H S| Tg Ul TS A
HeeToaye at # Rl @1 e ad o gera aRome genfad @R At #$ FR& @ § safav I
3HeTAT AT AR & o Thaehr fohciatl 3R €31 &, TWrae gR S o3 Toat 7 aF I8 AR AR &l

T T dl A6 g ARt T v gEATROT HT el AT TR W fe@et o § 3R fogr & g
¥ 81 Ugel o] TE Alstell AT 1 BEAT AR ST Fehell &1 NIRTE afawafea Rad H v giferar R
& IHTHR AfGEN3T T a3 YA 9 4 AT oFehe; FEACROT YTl el dlel Tl 1 FEAT 2022 23 & 2
¥ Fgah 2025-26 # 12 g1 I$ B | 3HH AW ¢ & T A A faw a¥ A o At & fow
SIS 1.68 MW FUS TUA IT Fehel Bl 3cule (SN 1 0.5 gfaerd mdfed ham &1 $o Tl o 50
ay e A HH TG H g1 AT T @ 12 AT FH 6 A Al aY H Tl GET g Fhl gl AT
greal & ¢ A1 S o U AT g B qu A & v wiita goed Jem A Ay § o e
Ad FHRG fTART I 7 g1 aFdd H, Th T Ioied IAY & TiEq - 91 # Toll 37 gl ¢@HRT al
TE 9T & o a8 AT oy 8 S 37 T H o g R HT AT gF A S| g6 FO 3
3R TeElfas geaT Tannfas &7 ¥ 3od £

ST, Tgol MM Uge] W AR Y| AT TR W T WHRT AT RKOT SAEAT & 27 IidAd & 34U §
S 3Td TR gl TN 3Welidcd U9 sSolc Jausl AT afafa (2017 ) o v=at & fow sgor der
ST 7 Jf8hdd 20 FfAd o IW ST g AT AT| $AF 3Helldl, FS AT AT AT TT [
W?ﬁvwﬁﬁﬁlmwmﬁmgwa&%mmmﬁ%mﬁm
A3 & T AMET| gTelifch, Tg S AGeIRe ®T & THT el 6@ @ gl Iohe EediaRoT JISfelTu
Tteiifas G97 3IR AdEast gt & ST ARPT §1 $§ A H Fec ASPAT F @ §C FH R
QT W T 3rereT fred & TaT i MaThdr g1 T ARG A AR S Udd 99 T gId 3Tl
T FTohe EATAROT 8?7 FAT VEY ANSlell H QT ol & di¢ 3edh olidd H e deoid a1 g 2 0
geal & 3w Ig AU e dod & fF g gEdiaRor A3l &I 3UART SA9ae ATAToIS-31de et
P UITd FT & o foRar ST Thar § A7 8T

TS 3T ITeTe sg 1 Ueh giferar RAE Al ofehe §EdlcRT R SisY sfaadl U5 Ages Saolvaic:
TFHURFACS TIASH A 3f3ar A 99 4A W Iaidie ( 8H ) Hediched & HATEIH § 7S AT &I oAehg
EEATROT & THIT T EIIA [T AT 39 3eqqT A 9 37 F OF R & AGRT g sTar & fov
Forll FT @I A 9.6- 155 yfarrd H Jefr & 151 MR A fAfavdar & A F o emer Smr T
sﬂﬁﬁm,aﬂaﬂﬁwﬁ}?ﬁ-wmmwgélWﬁ@aﬁﬁmﬁ@ralqw*dl g Tga
0 ¥ I IRART & U 3fARE ohe vae & Sliael i I[uraar & JUR gl T a8 H&w FoAaeT g
Tsh 9 GICT YA Bl & dlG $o AleHs! dohe ARl # o el o Fevdhl & fS@d o9 ==t A
AfgeT3it & 9871 FAha A gEaralRka &hr 3T Tehaf|

glelifeh, TsT ST 3RMTA & FASNAT g7 Y ol dgak RN Todl HT [AhrdTcHs MaRashdisit 3R
W%ﬁmymﬁwmmmmwmmmﬁmskdidm
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W @Y AT S HhaT Bl Hed TR Fd on] #te & v alis IR & gl Tsdl & dda
EETRUT & A T SdolTH JTaRTd 3UR & AIH T ¢ e dIgT e 586 NS O doig & &ar o
g1l T gafav fh Ig faeed &Y 3@ o ST A6 @ @b | Hiser [BUfa & HEr 19 Tsd W
39 STET &1 30 gfaerd & 318 HoT § Sdfh doie 3R @A Ucer 1 §orr Seaerr 40 gfaera &
3o B1 3T oAl & T Uoh faRw RAmra &1 3mavaehar & vl g1 W o o § S8 ST AT
Ae # Folc’l Toled HaIg & Jefer & 31feh g

39 Tsiefcieh gge] W fauR #d &1 9 Ig oGl I § & T WHR YA § Sieh ggel THr ArsTaansit
$ HvoT FA § AR AdET ¥ I FEAHUT qE T H FIE FAC A¢T OIS §1 FTIC T F Tg
ATSTA3T FT FHIfad T &1 3T ANSTAT F P Hh USAT § IAT oTgT Tg Th 3ol AT gl el & 389
haol HIFHS R & &G o U IE sl TFP dlel Iodld H TAoTellicieh ol & ToIT FHAG AT TeTel i
T ST T T T &1 58 W TIaR Al Hihel o Fhifeh TR Fohell oy Trsfelr sl e aeat
AR o A & AT TAT & S T fh AR EiRdr @e] 7 8 SUl $8 oXg, ARt ar = afard
gl & T ofehe §EAIROT ASTAI31 & 31T Tgof3il T HeIftd el Usieliicieh Tge] & fAues & Jefall
H SIET 3T grem|

MW= .
T fACA
deeld! -IsEIfas Fyfa
st geTer SFEATT

1999 & eNehgsll ot & rh Nt e q& HreAqR 1 Wsteiifcren arforar garem & oy off| shoeprer Saare,
cTeehlellel HIAF AAdl, HA & Hel Tolld AN HT IR F b F| AT & Ga9reT SErddR &g g1 o
1991, 1996 Td 1998 # o@NAR et Sl g1ffer &1 ATl AT Th a¥ qd 1998 # ST TR FAH W
@ Q0T & 2,45,722 dic WIS | GIUT FT e ST AT AT fF Fg F&Fdar ff 9 3ad| JIITard &
FAT g ¢ & TR Tt & a1g 7 [fad 38 wa, A GF 3wd g H g | Thg FAe dgAr
e o g H Fearg ATl AfAH N ot A Sdaredr F Ta & guren, & & IRT Fa1 d5h gy S
FHENT, R-0X YAR| Ig FOY THDR Fel|
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TS gdTehT T ®E=AT @ ARUMA & HIh! TAsT X AT SFarer @ G107 A FRA RAved &, FAR F
TEell IR Hide §o1| Ig ooy el o o, 3M0d &P 1 S &7 GAEA9=A & Gelieh 58 Siid o 15 asf
F1 RS TG ToNaF gof & AEE & §T # FAQ H TG ofal Frdahrel| FEea waed =it 20 I
W, Thd olig dife & Sgdarel 3iehel QU7 T8 i aR Siid, fohg &A1 376 a¥ @ibe |1 1999 & Ig
HAH T AEEAT & Aolide HE B TG el arel G deifl A& I8y & & H 3egied
AT =1 T oY deT Y, FAIRAT st ool TEars]

2004-2009: oRTaR IS &1 @it 7earT: fOog &1 {affer oar A€7 2004 #F aordr geaneft dcaca
TN T AT 5,638 dlel @ &N FUIC-1 WHR A 23 AS 2004 & 22 A 2009 T IE Tod HA &l
AR qUaT, 3ade AIaor W eae S A 50 @R FaqR & e aRASET o915 d5h, I,
gaT$ 37ssT | 2009 # Hcler HeA HT 18,906 dlel ¥ WEd X all I FEe g4 1¢| JUIv- 2 H 19
Sear 2011 & 26 #AS 2014 do% HIgel HAT (TIAT THR) TF ATETRT AAT || HITeT 3cdled T,
faeRoT GuR fahar| AR THST 3eAET AT DI YT FARYT 1 57 15 anf F S¥HaTr & 9T A}
TS 78 AT R SR 98 w1 vl

AW O Aide: AURT Fo¥ : 1999 & qd &1 BT &1 9Reh | 1989 H &N & Ugod AIX FA| AfcishaA0T
I3 AT Y& fhAT 3T O T Tooll Jealh IROM &1| 1991-94 Wferar HgaAr # 200 Aldi w
STeqfd UR &1 Hehou foram, e camer fear 1980 # IW & Siise Ashedl, AT 3redet, Wosr adf
YIS SRl 37eel, 2000-02 T I 37eTeT @l 1996 Bias faureraem vd 1998 wehds gR, ﬁo—c_,r
1999 & &a Seo |

faarel a1 |rEe R faRrET ;- FIem el # A R, g O e # HN A gl W g R
2014 R & §Ic OfhT || A YHIG JA¥HaT HGIT H 0, I T fOvaas |l 28 dAds) 2025 i
ﬁuagm,ﬁ%—gw%a:rmgmugm,mqw?rawm%|Wﬁaﬁraﬂﬁ%#€r&ﬁ;ﬁa
feat o sfderd T Fhd B1 FAGR TSl H 3efenl ArerereT FRREANT |

Live
feccEdrcl

o .com
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T gt & FAT AFHA JAFd AR FT FIA

AdsId e, ( I, YR HRAY )
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Uod g gl # 9T o #F AARS F&T gaAaal w1 Fheor f&ar g foEmadre, dsdae AR
NS TRATY o FAY-HAY W ¢ 1 RAT AR eichcdT T oAl &l 57 Tl & Fh o ell, IFHIS
3R Sfea Tuy amgdr 39, I AFTdaG F @, S8 Th §FT & & 126 ot o+ e, s 3k
IR F T F A AT ATl FE AT T F AF W A A, & A P A afq, weratw o
3R AT Shaed W 9maR Ae FHar W

3T ST dIC ST AFTAdIG 3Tdld I Sglel Soled T T §, a9 I§ ThoIdl Hoededl I G o9l g, oAfhel
7€ T9 ¢ W A, 39 Aviges qRadd & RN AR WEATT FT 3CTAT Tgd HGIF & $H FAIA F
NS S ga9 TISC RO @S & §, a?%a&wasﬁamel%rﬁmgmmmﬁaﬁ|mm
Hiamé‘raﬂ??gs,'ﬂsfraﬁa%ng@r%awral%rﬁra%mgﬂﬁwafﬁawﬁﬁﬁﬂ%mmﬁ
qEATIT &1 S FTIATT el HAS H 3 3R FFFeN Acd HI ST TG & ST $ ST T T
Hohd § 6 I8 il e 3va fAoliess 3iq &1 3R ¢ gar &1 s @ &d € & @ia qus A
Agen fear 53 gfoeid 681, FRaTRfHAT A METed 73 WG FA g5 AR AR Hr Ald 70 gfawrd ah
°T IS | ET oel, AFTel YHIT arel el 126 & "eax 2025 H shad 18 T® v §, dfesd R Ao arer
TS gATAT el ar il d& R&Ae 3v g

fESHT &1 WICAT Scell 3GH &l §7 SI3THe, dAadell HIcl I HHARS &THAAT HT I HATGg U AT a6
CShRUT H 3ghr Al FFgell dF T GEd T dhd AR e Tefadl & fAr 99 el oA
TSI HT Tl #a3 1 T JEAT g & Y 9g SieG, HGRISE d doldlell A Hg §Hell T HLT
TSRl UT| 3EHT EEAT ¥ Al $HsU & Hellaol Hl FHelld=ilioreh YR A ofr| e fadwer A &
f& f&sar & foem & o qveeht & FRIGRIEAT Teall, dfoh gaT HsA A duiRes T THARS WO o
FHASR grafr|

Ugdl dFdedle O [Auea & gy hUTH,Saud a1 AT & FRa$ & ST 308 @1 THET fT F3
far 1 waT 3T AT & 379Ta- Feft T F kg F & AST W AT 2014 & ¢ Ugell R ATAT IAT
f& FeFHerare shael GIaT w61, [ 3R favara &1 Aear o &1 58 & & d6d Thihd RN =015 713,
Sad geen ®Rarg iR fahE S FAGCR Tod @1 GL&T ddl o Sierelt & sAaraell fSae @ & 3R
WHR o 31 hl HA {3, Taotell, AT, 3udrel, Setaie, Fhol 3R 3ralfasr i A qéwél Gl
aMal & o9l DR ol HlG[glt AGHH A ofdl, Al AFHAdIG dhl STAUR FaA: Tl ofa|

arer 2014 & 2025 & & Ae@d wAfad &= # 17,589 fFeledier @sahi & f#Aor & faw 20,815 &g
TIT HY fhT 10| 3T, HIESel SR, SA-e TN, 3oodell, A UGN X e SRIEHAT & STeTdr
I Ggell IR IR 1 GeTeT HeJed HdT| Hiel TAhrH AoTell & g 48 SIS g 61 whierel fashrd
&g T a0 & ToIT 495 U3 T4 Fied 6 70, T & 46 3mSEams 3R 49 &g wanfod & ®©
&1 TR ASHAST & A Sfd WY Wil H Gga o, A AFHerdie F Yers Fmefas qfaier @sr g3l
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GSHRUY, IGSIATS WlIeR, FohdAl, HelhARERT AR TRl S gorh w3l gam got & far @ S
AW S A, ST G S I fAerre, Inyfae gRART R grem deed fr wurl Al & ary
AT Flelel &7 §1 Iob §| TR 1 F&T AT 2026 oo & & YUId: sfdel HFd darell ¢ iR 3
I ole g gT T Foell o761, Sfesh HeT Bl aEdehdr gl
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