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Revenge Trial

Judgment on Hasina is legally dodgy. And Dhaka is now a major security concern for
New Delhi

TOI Editorial

She may not appreciate the irony - the court Sheikh Hasina set up in 2010 sentenced her yesterday to
death, judges falling in step with the current Dhaka regime. Bangladesh’s International Crimes Tribunal
(ICT) was instituted to try Pakistani war criminals and their Bengali collaborators for the genocide
carried out during Bangladesh’s 1971 liberation struggle. Trying war criminals was a big demand of
Bangladeshi civil society that sought justice for the 3 million killed and 250,000 women raped during
1971. The Hasina govt had responded to this, set up the ICT, and sentenced several Jamaat war criminals
to death.

Therefore, to try Hasina for the loss of lives during the student-led protest in Bangladesh last year
through ICT is legally questionable. The trial appears to be an exercise in revenge. Those who prosecuted
Hasina clearly have an axe to grind. They are also going after secular intellectuals like Shahriar Kabir,
who remains incommunicado in detention. Also, Hasina and her then home minister have been charged
with superior command responsibility and the deaths of 12 student protesters. But the main witness in
the case is Bangladesh’s former inspector general of police who is in custody and became state approver.

There is, therefore, much doubt about the whole legal process carried out under the watch of anti-Hasina
forces. Dhaka hassaid it will again seek Hasina’s extradition from New Delhi. But the possibility of
thathappening appears remote. Not only is Hasina not guaranteed a fair trial in Bangladesh, forces
dangerously hostile to India, secular Bangladeshis and Bangladeshi Hindus have gained ground in that
country. Add to this, threats issued by elements of the interim Bangladeshi regime against security of
India’s Northeast, and growingcollaboration between Bangladeshi and Pakistani security agencies. There
is a serious threat of ISI-backed anti-India groups reconstitutingin Bangladesh - something Hasina had
prevented.

Plus, Hasina’s party, Awami League, has been suspended by the current Dhaka dispensation. That means
Bangladeshi elections slated for next Feb won’t be representative. Mujibur Rahman’s secular Bangladesh
looks perilously close to sliding into Islamic fundamentalism, and Hasina is the obvious target.
Unsurprisingly, the current Dhaka regime is indifferent to India’s security concerns. It's prepared to take
economic hits just so that it can be nasty to New Delhi. All of this makes Bangladesh India’s dangerous
eastern flank. Pakistan is already a constant security threat and the addition of Bangladesh makes the job
of security agencies all that tougher.
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Smoking Gun

All studies show vehicle emissions are strongly tied to mileage, not age. When will law
take note?

TOI Editorial

Nowhere in the democratic world, barring India, are owners forced to scrap old vehicles. Berlin or
London, you can drive your car as long as it passes regular fitness tests, which are strict. But in Delhi,
your petrol vehicle is legally dead the day it turns 15 - diesels die at age 10. This is the state trying to
protect citizens from themselves - from the emissions of their vehicles. Well-intentioned, but without
scientific basis.

Now a Delhi Technological University (DTU) study questions the assumed correlation between vehicle
age and emissions. It says mileage -kilometres run - affects emissions more: “Mileage is equally
important and, in many cases, more reflective of how a vehicle behaves on the road.” Why? Because
ignition systems, catalytic converters and combustion efficiency degrade with use.

Global energy and infra consultancy Ricardo had earlier shown that even Euro 3 cars, made during 2000-
04, had good emissions till a mileage of 100,000km. This year, Polish researchers showed emissions from
cars driven 86,000-160,000km were significantly higher than those for low-mileage cars. The takeaway
from all rigorous research is that mileage matters more than age.

Given that Delhi govt has challenged the vehicle age-based scrappage policy in SC, these points deserve
attention. Indiscriminate - without regard to actual condition - scrapping of vehicles has a huge
environmental cost, because making new cars consumes materials and energy. You may recycle the steel
and aluminium, but the plastics - dashboards, door panels, etc - can only be ‘downcycled’. The electronics
- old chips, music systems, etc — are sheer waste, and so are the tyres, batteries, engine fluids.

Above all, mandatory scrapping is an impost on owners. What the state didn’t give, it mustn’t take away
without a compelling reason, which, judging by the evidence, doesn’t exist.
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Power grab
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General Munir’s indirect coup in Pakistan could backfire on him
Editorial

The 27th amendment to Pakistan’s Constitution, passed on November 13, formalises what has long been
an open secret — that the military establishment pulls the strings behind a facade of democracy. Gen.
Asim Munir, the army chief, has been steadily consolidating power, and the Shehbaz Sharif coalition
government operates with his blessings. In May, after a brief conflict with India, the government elevated
Gen. Munir to the rank of Field Marshal — the second five-star General after Ayub Khan. The amendment
goes further, restructuring the military command and the judiciary. It rewrites Article 243 of Pakistan’s
Constitution, introducing a post — Chief of Defence Forces, who will exercise authority over the Army,
Navy and Air Force; the army chief will also serve as the Chief of Defence Forces. It also creates the post
of Commander of the National Strategic Command, to oversee nuclear and strategic assets. The
commander will be appointed by the Prime Minister on the Army chief's recommendation. Most
strikingly, the amendment offers life-long immunity from criminal proceedings to any officer elevated to
a five-star rank — currently, Gen. Munir — as well as the President. Five-star officers will remain in
uniform for life and can be removed only through an impeachment-like process under Article 47.

In effect, Gen. Munir will be the new centralised power centre in the establishment. The amendment also
strips the Supreme Court of its authority to interpret the Constitution, establishing a new constitutional
court whose judges will be appointed by the government. Several senior judges have resigned in protest.
Democracy has hardly been Pakistan’s strong point. Yet, civil society and segments of the political class
have, at critical moments, resisted powerful generals, reclaiming limited democratic space. Today,
however, the ruling elite seem more willing than ever to play second fiddle to the generals. The only
mainstream politician challenging Gen. Munir is Imran Khan, in prison for more than two years. With a
weakened government and an opposition leadership behind bars, Gen. Munir is expanding his authority
with the full comfort of constitutional protection. But the story of the rise of Pakistan’s military
strongmen typically ends with their eventual downfall. His power grab comes at a time when the country
is fighting an insurgency in the tribal areas. Relations with India and Afghanistan are at a low. Imran
Khan'’s PTI continues to challenge the ‘hybrid’ civil-military rule from the streets. And the economy is in
chronic distress. Gen. Munir’s response to these challenges was to stage an indirect coup using supine
politicians. It could backfire sooner rather than later.

Date: 18-11-25

The lower judiciary — litigation, pendency, stagnation

There are solutions to improve the working of the subordinate judicial service

P.R. Ramakrishnan, [ is a practising lawyer in Coimbatore. ]
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A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India, headed by
the Chief Justice of India, recently linked the sense of stagnation
in the subordinate judicial service to prolonged litigation and the
huge pendency in India’s courts. According to the National
Judicial Data Grid, there are 4.69 crore cases pending in district
courts. Another Bench of the Court has asked judges in Delhi to
undergo training due to a lack of basic knowledge.

There are a few options to make changes in the
administration of justice.

The Code of Civil Procedure and the Civil Rules of Practice
contemplate procedures to be followed by courts in entertaining
proceedings, issuing summons to the defendants, and for the
appearance of parties. Subordinate judges handle this. They are
forced to call every suit for the appearance of parties or order the issue of fresh summons and receive
vakalathnamas. This takes up much time in the morning, leaving judges with very little time for the
disposal of cases on merits. In most subordinate courts, the calling of cases goes on from 10.30 a.m. till
well past noon. Quality time is lost by attending to such clerical and ministerial work.

A judicial officer in the lowest rank in hierarchy can be appointed in every district court to call all the
cases of that particular cadre of courts (senior civil judges or civil judges or district munsifs, as the case
may be). This court can do ministerial work the whole day and can also be assigned with the power to
record ex parte evidence, issue of summons, receiving vakalath and written statements. At the end of the
day, this court can list matters for trial and arguments the following day in each court. This list can be
posted on the website in the evening.

The cases can be taken up, as in this list, from 10.30 a.m. every day by each court, and these courts can
dispose of matters listed till evening. Even if some matters are adjourned, the orders can be still dictated,
thus helping in judgements and case disposal.

The subordinate judiciary, its quality

There was a time when lawyers who practised law under the tutelage of a reputed lawyer in any branch
of law, with at least 10 years of experience in the bar, used to be appointed district munsif/magistrates.
Lawyers with more experience may also qualify after appearing for examinations for direct recruitment
as district judges.

But now, judges are appointed without any experience and find it difficult to cope with the workload. In
many cases, there are a number of judges who do not even pass orders as they are not equipped.
Therefore, every civil judge or senior civil judge who is appointed must undergo training with different
High Court Benches for a few months and observe how a High Court functions, how High Court judges
hear matters, interact with lawyers, go through the judgments cited and study how orders are passed.
This work culture by observation is a step that will definitely improve the working of the subordinate
judge judiciary.
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Whenever a statute is passed, new provisions are introduced, purportedly for the quick disposal of cases.
But, in many cases, results are not achieved for expeditious disposal. On the contrary, there is a negative
impact.

A typical example is Section 12(a) of the Commercial Courts Act and its provisions making pre suit
mediation mandatory. The Supreme Court, while interpreting Section12(a), has held, in Patil Automation
vs Rakheja Engineers (2022 (7) ML]J 139), that this provision is mandatory and that the plaint is liable to
be rejected without pre suit mediation. In commercial cases, parties who are in business would have
already exchanged notices. Only where exchange of notices do not result in settlement, do they resort to a
legal proceeding in court. Therefore, at the time of filing the suit, it would be known where the matter is
headed. So, where is the need to make mediation mandatory and direct the plaintiff to exhaust the
remedy of mediation before filing the claim?

Another example is the six-month cooling-off period in marriage laws in filing for consent divorce. The
parties concerned often want the disposal of the case within this period. Once a couple decides to
separate on mutual terms, a pertinent issue is on whether they should be forced to wait for six months.
Some courts do not allow this cooling- off period to be dispensed with, leading to further proceedings and
pendency. It is not known if it is wise to have a one-year separation in filing a mutual consent petition,
while the same is not applicable in a contested petition. An untrue declaration is made by the parties —
making it out as if they have been separated for more than one year — to move a petition. Some of these
provisions result in pendency and also the litigant facing frustration.

A third example is the new Rent Act. There is enough confusion already as to whether the absence of a
written registered lease can vest the rent court with jurisdiction in conflicting judicial opinion. Armed
with the same set of facts, one can approach a civil or a commercial court (in the case of commercial
lease), but not a rent court. These anomalies could have been avoided had the legislation accepted oral
lease as well as delivery of possession recognised by the Transfer of Property Act, as before. In the case of
the lease of residential properties and small apartments, parties do not want to spend on stamp duty and
registration fee for lease. The nebulous state of affairs created through statute is another reason for
pendency in courts.

Archaic procedural law

A number of provisions in the Code of Civil Procedure have also become a tool for some litigants to delay
proceedings. These provisions are misused for which there are many examples.

For instance, why should there be a preliminary decree and final decree in a partition action? Why cannot
one decree be passed dividing the properties or order sale under the Partition Act soon after the passing
of the decree?

Even if two decrees are contemplated, why should not the final decree proceeding be an automatic
continuation of the preliminary decree, without a fresh application causing delay? Similarly, execution
proceedings are not easily terminated because of many provisions under Order XXI of the Code which can
be used by the judgment debtors to delay the process of execution. For example, why should there be 106
rules under Order XXI, many of which are hyper technical?

Unless drastic steps are taken to modify the procedure and compel parties to provide ways and means to
satisfy the decree if passed in due course (even at the stage of framing and the list of assets by disclosure
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are made), a citizen will be forced to visit courts for years to realise his decree. This will be his plight in
respect of all money claims including arbitration awards passed in his favour. There is a need to simplify
the process of the execution of decrees and awards. and it is here that fast track procedure is needed.

What is important is the quick termination of the proceeding and not merely the conduct of trial or
further proceedings by way of appeal. The code might have served the purpose when it was passed in
1908, but it is unfortunate that even after amendments in 1976 and 2002, there is still no solution to have
the proceedings concluded expeditiously.

An example is the Amendment to Order VIII Rule 1 CPC making it mandatory for a defendant to file a
written statement within 90 days (the Plaintiff can gather details for years to file the suit). What happens
if the written statement is filed within 90 days? The suit is still not disposed of immediately and the trial
takes its own course, especially when the right to appeal is exercised by the aggrieved party. So, why have
a time frame only for filing the written statement?

This provision has not helped the cause other than its resulting in slipshod pleadings. While the time
frame is fine when it is about money claims, it does not work in title suits.

Pendency and the higher judiciary

The issue of there being huge pendency needs to be addressed by the higher judiciary also. The
termination of a judicial proceeding within a reasonable time — not a hasty approach to a proceeding
when it commences or is work in progress — is the urgent need.

Solutions to reduce pendency ought to be considered. Unless we give up archaic laws and recruit
competent lawyers as judges, we cannot expect the qualitative disposal of cases. Nor will pendency
reduce.

The subordinate judiciary should be allowed to function as judges and not be a ministerial court officer

ordering the issue of fresh summons, receiving vakalathnama and pleadings, and calling cases and
writing notes on the docket for nearly two hours every day.

Date: 18-11-25

India needs to ‘connect, build and revive’ with Africa

Ten years after India hosted the last India-Africa Forum Summit, the next chapter
needs to be written

Syed Akbaruddin, [ is a former Indian Permanent Representative to the United Nations and,
currently, Dean, Kautilya School of Public Policy, Hyderabad |

Ten years ago, New Delhi hosted the last India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-III). The 2015 summit was a
moment of significance. Marking a leap in India’s diplomatic imagination under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India had welcomed representatives from all 54 African states.

6



&
EF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (18-Nov-25)

Since then India has added 17 new missions across Africa. Trade has surpassed $100 billion. Investment
flows are gathering pace. India’s support for Africa’s global voice has grown. It was key in ensuring full
membership for the African Union in the G-20. It is now time to take stock, not only of promises made but
also of the foundations laid.

The opportunities and challenges

By 2050, one in four people on earth will be in Africa. India will be the world’s third largest economy.
Between these two lies a potential growth corridor of commerce, demography, technology and
aspiration.

India is among Africa’s top five investors, with cumulative investments of $75 billion. However, the
underlying model has shifted. From ports to power lines, vaccine production to digital tools, the message
for engagement is clear. Build together.

The evolution of ties is visible. In April 2025, India and nine African navies (Comoros, Djibouti, Kenya,
Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, the Seychelles, South Africa and Tanzania) exercised together in the
first Africa-India Key Maritime Engagement (AIKEYME), initiating a security partnership rooted in shared
oceanic geography.

India’s Exim Bank recently extended a $40 million commercial credit line to the ECOWAS Bank for
Investment and Development (EBID) — modest in scale, but a signal of interest in African-led
development. Education remains a trusted pillar.

The new campus of IIT Madras, in Zanzibar, is the most visible example. Behind it stands decades of
knowledge partnerships, including the Pan-African e-Network and India’s Indian Technical and Economic
Cooperation (ITEC) programme, which continue to train thousands across the continent.

These are not isolated efforts but part of a growing web. Beyond that, India continues to push for African
representation in global institutions and contributes to United Nations peacekeeping missions on the
continent.

India’s trade with Africa is growing, but it still lags behind China. Indian firms arrive full of promise but
are often slowed by small balance sheets and bureaucratic drag. The temptation to scale back is real, but
erroneous.

Instead, India must move up the value chain. That means co-investing in future-facing sectors — green
hydrogen, electric mobility and digital infrastructure. Africa today is asserting its terms. The African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is laying the groundwork for a single continental market. India’s
UPI and digital stack can complement this transformation. Alas, tools alone are not strategy. Delivery is.
In cities such as Kigali (Rwanda), Nairobi (Kenya) and Lagos (Nigeria), African innovation ecosystems are
growing. But the competition is global.

The human link

India’s most enduring export to Africa is not technology. It is talent. Nearly 40,000 Africans have studied
in India in the last decade, through the ITEC, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the e-
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Network platforms. Many have returned to shape policy, run ministries or lead innovation back home.
They are living bridges that carry trust across borders.

The movement is not one way. African students, athletes and entrepreneurs are carving their space in
India. Nigerian footballers such as Ranti Martins have become household names. The Indian cricket
team’s fast bowling coach is South Africa’s Morne Morkel. African voices are present in India’s
universities and laboratories. The partnership is not just strategic. It is lived.

Looking to the future

If India wants to sustain this momentum, three moves matter.

First, connect finance to real outcomes. Every line of credit must lead to something visible and valuable.
Public finance must de-risk, not displace, private capital.

Second, build an India-Africa digital corridor. This should rest not only on UPI and India Stack but also on
Africa’s digital strengths. Together, we can co-develop platforms for health, education and payments that
serve the Global South.

Third, revive the institutional backbone. The IAFS has not met since 2015. That Summit, at Mr. Modi’s
insistence, brought all of Africa together. As its chief coordinator, this writer saw first-hand the
diplomatic energy it released. It is time to bring that spirit back as a date on India’s diplomatic calendar.
There was a time when merchants crossed the Indian Ocean in search of spice and gold. Today, India and
Africa are not just exchanging goods. They are beginning to exchange confidence, capacity, ideas, and

connecting futures.

A decade after India welcomed all of Africa to Delhi, the next chapter needs to be written. India once
extended a hand to the whole of Africa. Now it is time to join hands and build together.

el a3
AT gHAT F FAI-U- AT S & FAT AR &
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3 @A g T gl TS 3T YA R O F R &ar gl orar o rARSr et grar aRgeT o
2019 # gl T, TS dgcRk 3Hihs! & e & FUR Al ¢ o & h deamsi 4|

dieee faRafde@rerd & Wha SFd a8 o @ § fh 3ua-8d U o Ty & fv 3mers
T3 B HH T AT ¥ 5H Fa A oer 39 37 Y s R RAfduar qur vealReHA i eArcHSAr @
Ied gIaT &1 $RA &1 faEqd, Jar 3R fafay Soaedn & HROT 386 9F Jo8 HHCY 39Aemhdl ST deH
A QU ¢, AR 9€ 39 Feolld H o187 30 & fIv Fafanr Bufa & 81 ser 9= @ gefdear & 3R,
3R dAead A AT A IR T 8 BT B

$T EUS Tgd HRd & BfSca wresreq dRags TR giid #ia & v &l fHaes Sere & duy axd
| T &Y FUfAAT o Aifad forar & fF 9 JaaR T Gohal 8, 93 A W FIH F Tohal & IR TH
aRusra cgaear # gfaeaet U Fadr €1 gfawss e Sexhd Il giiang, 3muR 3R 309 Acad B
S Flad A 3eFfAAT & v v Ao gfAare der H &1 FE RA F U 3ugeFd @H7 ¢ 6 9 AC
ARTw B Taehid IR HY| 2 T 75 N aedr &, ANTH o arel & 31N Agcarwed oy &1 =T
I JMMCATIRA 3R TATCHRT AR HT Ferdl ¢ @ & AR R gfaar & dgealiel BfSeer 3ushaA darR
X T@T 2

TS AR ¥ 3cTeel glot alel 3TSTel TolehiFd &7 a1d &I A & &1 TR 34 dorar & Hevell &
al IS A AW FHAURGT dTell R HT WHRT & Gerdr & Fod 93 HIrfod STl Tgl # 4 Th &
IR A 3RS 9 W Y YRAT Tlehid il 39T O STekeed Toa der g ehar 2l

R HO- fBfSeer AT & v AU Als R @t & 6T 9 gfd & AW 99 ITANTHAT YR F 3T
dey f3folee fFa &7 Y@ 3culeeh dofal T foem & 3R &1 TUSE Feer e (TA3msE) earT |l
G Bl T SHA 3R 3T F ARG & ARAT A W gRT A &l (A0, AT 3Reg &l AUoR 0T & ®9
A 31, fBfSee dystar i foRr & ve fAvis heA &1 T IMcATIEaR dg dId & Aqvadst & @,
IRT & 9T TcATIRET g, Toad a8 39 B3fSeed Fafd FI wecAsar & I 3R ¢ Thdr 2l

= Date: 18-11-25
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freY off TR & & I1 3T 3TU Ug W & FfFd H T8 IAa el adr § & a8 3wt 1
SMEY P U HITAT A T $EAA A | A Ig aifdcd T fadsharer A AR &7 3 & &,
AfheT Y T AsaeT a1 gl fF FIS AT Tdoifes & & Y A 919 Sl & 781 aehar, s o
shadl &Y TieC A IR €, dfch 388 Fe 3Th aIRAT 8 FaA gichl &1 ALY Jer WHR A 3z fem =
ﬁwwﬁwm%aﬁﬁmwm@%aumWm«aaﬁm%a‘aaﬁa
3eish ANTET H WIRST HT W} 8, dfoh G AT FHAgT & A off SRk o W@ A1 THAe T Hr U
S8 ®0 & S @ 8, 3HA Farnfas & 0F 9O & faT &7 B Al e #r S| AES &
gehse & TG o & FA A I Usal F AU A AT N, AfheT 5T U AR R 7@ SR g3n R
Heol U A §a1 el & T HA Fo AT el AT W fare Tt A § 787 feuehed |

HaTeT ¢ foh ToT AR # 3T RET AN & Uq W gl & SIdasjg a7 3ep Sideld & 3H A & I H
STeTehRY 8T Y foh ToAgel T 39el fhef Aereret & fov S ST €1 9Rd & TAST GuR 3iieies &
GeASIIROT & ey HAl FAUT T TeH o o [0 faedid THAlge I & a) & v #741 fdr off Pufar &
3PR 3TURASTTS TT A FIAT &, o 38 HA @I AT AMEU? FIAT TG 3T &1 AT I IIATAT Hled
FT TATH =T8T AT SN ? JHAF $Hr 919 Ig § 6 39 Re 97 aR-g698 s & arer AT WU &
3= AT HAY 3ohel FA8T &1 39 RE oA Sl & RT e IdT geel alel aar3it & o ar 319er 3R
o 8 39 g AT ARAT HT CIRT WA ST SHIAT § STefeh I Siefal & Fehrgel vl 3 9g W 8
g T Ig fSFAey ST & ot § & g8 Aol Rt @ ue 3el O s W@, 7 & arRag
gIhT T a1d drel, Toash forw 38 ATy AT 93 |
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