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                                                                                Date: 18-11-25 

Revenge Trial  

Judgment on Hasina is legally dodgy. And Dhaka is now a major security concern for 
New Delhi 

TOI Editorial 

She may not appreciate the irony – the court Sheikh Hasina set up in 2010 sentenced her yesterday to 
death, judges falling in step with the current Dhaka regime. Bangladesh’s International Crimes Tribunal 
(ICT) was instituted to try Pakistani war criminals and their Bengali collaborators for the genocide 
carried out during Bangladesh’s 1971 liberation struggle. Trying war criminals was a big demand of 
Bangladeshi civil society that sought justice for the 3 million killed and 250,000 women raped during 
1971. The Hasina govt had responded to this, set up the ICT, and sentenced several Jamaat war criminals 
to death. 

Therefore, to try Hasina for the loss of lives during the student-led protest in Bangladesh last year 
through ICT is legally questionable. The trial appears to be an exercise in revenge. Those who prosecuted 
Hasina clearly have an axe to grind. They are also going after secular intellectuals like Shahriar Kabir, 
who remains incommunicado in detention. Also, Hasina and her then home minister have been charged 
with superior command responsibility and the deaths of 12 student protesters. But the main witness in 
the case is Bangladesh’s former inspector general of police who is in custody and became state approver. 

There is, therefore, much doubt about the whole legal process carried out under the watch of anti-Hasina 
forces. Dhaka hassaid it will again seek Hasina’s extradition from New Delhi. But the possibility of 
thathappening appears remote. Not only is Hasina not guaranteed a fair trial in Bangladesh, forces 
dangerously hostile to India, secular Bangladeshis and Bangladeshi Hindus have gained ground in that 
country. Add to this, threats issued by elements of the interim Bangladeshi regime against security of 
India’s Northeast, and growingcollaboration between Bangladeshi and Pakistani security agencies. There 
is a serious threat of ISI-backed anti-India groups reconstitutingin Bangladesh – something Hasina had 
prevented. 

Plus, Hasina’s party, Awami League, has been suspended by the current Dhaka dispensation. That means 
Bangladeshi elections slated for next Feb won’t be representative. Mujibur Rahman’s secular Bangladesh 
looks perilously close to sliding into Islamic fundamentalism, and Hasina is the obvious target. 
Unsurprisingly, the current Dhaka regime is indifferent to India’s security concerns. It’s prepared to take 
economic hits just so that it can be nasty to New Delhi. All of this makes Bangladesh India’s dangerous 
eastern flank. Pakistan is already a constant security threat and the addition of Bangladesh makes the job 
of security agencies all that tougher. 
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Date: 18-11-25 

Smoking Gun 

All studies show vehicle emissions are strongly tied to mileage, not age. When will law 
take note? 

TOI Editorial 

Nowhere in the democratic world, barring India, are owners forced to scrap old vehicles. Berlin or 
London, you can drive your car as long as it passes regular fitness tests, which are strict. But in Delhi, 
your petrol vehicle is legally dead the day it turns 15 – diesels die at age 10. This is the state trying to 
protect citizens from themselves – from the emissions of their vehicles. Well-intentioned, but without 
scientific basis. 

Now a Delhi Technological University (DTU) study questions the assumed correlation between vehicle 
age and emissions. It says mileage –kilometres run – affects emissions more: “Mileage is equally 
important and, in many cases, more reflective of how a vehicle behaves on the road.” Why? Because 
ignition systems, catalytic converters and combustion efficiency degrade with use. 

Global energy and infra consultancy Ricardo had earlier shown that even Euro 3 cars, made during 2000-
04, had good emissions till a mileage of 100,000km. This year, Polish researchers showed emissions from 
cars driven 86,000-160,000km were significantly higher than those for low-mileage cars. The takeaway 
from all rigorous research is that mileage matters more than age. 

Given that Delhi govt has challenged the vehicle age-based scrappage policy in SC, these points deserve 
attention. Indiscriminate – without regard to actual condition – scrapping of vehicles has a huge 
environmental cost, because making new cars consumes materials and energy. You may recycle the steel 
and aluminium, but the plastics – dashboards, door panels, etc – can only be ‘downcycled’. The electronics 
– old chips, music systems, etc – are sheer waste, and so are the tyres, batteries, engine fluids. 

Above all, mandatory scrapping is an impost on owners. What the state didn’t give, it mustn’t take away 
without a compelling reason, which, judging by the evidence, doesn’t exist. 

 

                                                                           Date: 18-11-25 

Power grab 
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General Munir’s indirect coup in Pakistan could backfire on him 

Editorial 

The 27th amendment to Pakistan’s Constitution, passed on November 13, formalises what has long been 
an open secret — that the military establishment pulls the strings behind a facade of democracy. Gen. 
Asim Munir, the army chief, has been steadily consolidating power, and the Shehbaz Sharif coalition 
government operates with his blessings. In May, after a brief conflict with India, the government elevated 
Gen. Munir to the rank of Field Marshal — the second five-star General after Ayub Khan. The amendment 
goes further, restructuring the military command and the judiciary. It rewrites Article 243 of Pakistan’s 
Constitution, introducing a post — Chief of Defence Forces, who will exercise authority over the Army, 
Navy and Air Force; the army chief will also serve as the Chief of Defence Forces. It also creates the post 
of Commander of the National Strategic Command, to oversee nuclear and strategic assets. The 
commander will be appointed by the Prime Minister on the Army chief’s recommendation. Most 
strikingly, the amendment offers life-long immunity from criminal proceedings to any officer elevated to 
a five-star rank — currently, Gen. Munir — as well as the President. Five-star officers will remain in 
uniform for life and can be removed only through an impeachment-like process under Article 47. 

In effect, Gen. Munir will be the new centralised power centre in the establishment. The amendment also 
strips the Supreme Court of its authority to interpret the Constitution, establishing a new constitutional 
court whose judges will be appointed by the government. Several senior judges have resigned in protest. 
Democracy has hardly been Pakistan’s strong point. Yet, civil society and segments of the political class 
have, at critical moments, resisted powerful generals, reclaiming limited democratic space. Today, 
however, the ruling elite seem more willing than ever to play second fiddle to the generals. The only 
mainstream politician challenging Gen. Munir is Imran Khan, in prison for more than two years. With a 
weakened government and an opposition leadership behind bars, Gen. Munir is expanding his authority 
with the full comfort of constitutional protection. But the story of the rise of Pakistan’s military 
strongmen typically ends with their eventual downfall. His power grab comes at a time when the country 
is fighting an insurgency in the tribal areas. Relations with India and Afghanistan are at a low. Imran 
Khan’s PTI continues to challenge the ‘hybrid’ civil-military rule from the streets. And the economy is in 
chronic distress. Gen. Munir’s response to these challenges was to stage an indirect coup using supine 
politicians. It could backfire sooner rather than later. 

 

Date: 18-11-25 

The lower judiciary — litigation, pendency, stagnation 

There are solutions to improve the working of the subordinate judicial service 

P.R. Ramakrishnan, [ is a practising lawyer in Coimbatore. ] 

 



www.afeias.com 
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (18-Nov-25) 

4 

 
A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India, headed by 
the Chief Justice of India, recently linked the sense of stagnation 
in the subordinate judicial service to prolonged litigation and the 
huge pendency in India’s courts. According to the National 
Judicial Data Grid, there are 4.69 crore cases pending in district 
courts. Another Bench of the Court has asked judges in Delhi to 
undergo training due to a lack of basic knowledge. 

There are a few options to make changes in the 
administration of justice. 

The Code of Civil Procedure and the Civil Rules of Practice 
contemplate procedures to be followed by courts in entertaining 
proceedings, issuing summons to the defendants, and for the 
appearance of parties. Subordinate judges handle this. They are 

forced to call every suit for the appearance of parties or order the issue of fresh summons and receive 
vakalathnamas. This takes up much time in the morning, leaving judges with very little time for the 
disposal of cases on merits. In most subordinate courts, the calling of cases goes on from 10.30 a.m. till 
well past noon. Quality time is lost by attending to such clerical and ministerial work. 

A judicial officer in the lowest rank in hierarchy can be appointed in every district court to call all the 
cases of that particular cadre of courts (senior civil judges or civil judges or district munsifs, as the case 
may be). This court can do ministerial work the whole day and can also be assigned with the power to 
record ex parte evidence, issue of summons, receiving vakalath and written statements. At the end of the 
day, this court can list matters for trial and arguments the following day in each court. This list can be 
posted on the website in the evening. 

The cases can be taken up, as in this list, from 10.30 a.m. every day by each court, and these courts can 
dispose of matters listed till evening. Even if some matters are adjourned, the orders can be still dictated, 
thus helping in judgements and case disposal. 

The subordinate judiciary, its quality 

There was a time when lawyers who practised law under the tutelage of a reputed lawyer in any branch 
of law, with at least 10 years of experience in the bar, used to be appointed district munsif/magistrates. 
Lawyers with more experience may also qualify after appearing for examinations for direct recruitment 
as district judges. 

But now, judges are appointed without any experience and find it difficult to cope with the workload. In 
many cases, there are a number of judges who do not even pass orders as they are not equipped. 
Therefore, every civil judge or senior civil judge who is appointed must undergo training with different 
High Court Benches for a few months and observe how a High Court functions, how High Court judges 
hear matters, interact with lawyers, go through the judgments cited and study how orders are passed. 
This work culture by observation is a step that will definitely improve the working of the subordinate 
judge judiciary. 
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Whenever a statute is passed, new provisions are introduced, purportedly for the quick disposal of cases. 
But, in many cases, results are not achieved for expeditious disposal. On the contrary, there is a negative 
impact. 

A typical example is Section 12(a) of the Commercial Courts Act and its provisions making pre suit 
mediation mandatory. The Supreme Court, while interpreting Section12(a), has held, in Patil Automation 
vs Rakheja Engineers (2022 (7) MLJ 139), that this provision is mandatory and that the plaint is liable to 
be rejected without pre suit mediation. In commercial cases, parties who are in business would have 
already exchanged notices. Only where exchange of notices do not result in settlement, do they resort to a 
legal proceeding in court. Therefore, at the time of filing the suit, it would be known where the matter is 
headed. So, where is the need to make mediation mandatory and direct the plaintiff to exhaust the 
remedy of mediation before filing the claim? 

Another example is the six-month cooling-off period in marriage laws in filing for consent divorce. The 
parties concerned often want the disposal of the case within this period. Once a couple decides to 
separate on mutual terms, a pertinent issue is on whether they should be forced to wait for six months. 
Some courts do not allow this cooling- off period to be dispensed with, leading to further proceedings and 
pendency. It is not known if it is wise to have a one-year separation in filing a mutual consent petition, 
while the same is not applicable in a contested petition. An untrue declaration is made by the parties — 
making it out as if they have been separated for more than one year — to move a petition. Some of these 
provisions result in pendency and also the litigant facing frustration. 

A third example is the new Rent Act. There is enough confusion already as to whether the absence of a 
written registered lease can vest the rent court with jurisdiction in conflicting judicial opinion. Armed 
with the same set of facts, one can approach a civil or a commercial court (in the case of commercial 
lease), but not a rent court. These anomalies could have been avoided had the legislation accepted oral 
lease as well as delivery of possession recognised by the Transfer of Property Act, as before. In the case of 
the lease of residential properties and small apartments, parties do not want to spend on stamp duty and 
registration fee for lease. The nebulous state of affairs created through statute is another reason for 
pendency in courts. 

Archaic procedural law 

A number of provisions in the Code of Civil Procedure have also become a tool for some litigants to delay 
proceedings. These provisions are misused for which there are many examples. 

For instance, why should there be a preliminary decree and final decree in a partition action? Why cannot 
one decree be passed dividing the properties or order sale under the Partition Act soon after the passing 
of the decree? 

Even if two decrees are contemplated, why should not the final decree proceeding be an automatic 
continuation of the preliminary decree, without a fresh application causing delay? Similarly, execution 
proceedings are not easily terminated because of many provisions under Order XXI of the Code which can 
be used by the judgment debtors to delay the process of execution. For example, why should there be 106 
rules under Order XXI, many of which are hyper technical? 

Unless drastic steps are taken to modify the procedure and compel parties to provide ways and means to 
satisfy the decree if passed in due course (even at the stage of framing and the list of assets by disclosure 
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are made), a citizen will be forced to visit courts for years to realise his decree. This will be his plight in 
respect of all money claims including arbitration awards passed in his favour. There is a need to simplify 
the process of the execution of decrees and awards. and it is here that fast track procedure is needed. 

What is important is the quick termination of the proceeding and not merely the conduct of trial or 
further proceedings by way of appeal. The code might have served the purpose when it was passed in 
1908, but it is unfortunate that even after amendments in 1976 and 2002, there is still no solution to have 
the proceedings concluded expeditiously. 

An example is the Amendment to Order VIII Rule 1 CPC making it mandatory for a defendant to file a 
written statement within 90 days (the Plaintiff can gather details for years to file the suit). What happens 
if the written statement is filed within 90 days? The suit is still not disposed of immediately and the trial 
takes its own course, especially when the right to appeal is exercised by the aggrieved party. So, why have 
a time frame only for filing the written statement? 

This provision has not helped the cause other than its resulting in slipshod pleadings. While the time 
frame is fine when it is about money claims, it does not work in title suits. 

Pendency and the higher judiciary 

The issue of there being huge pendency needs to be addressed by the higher judiciary also. The 
termination of a judicial proceeding within a reasonable time — not a hasty approach to a proceeding 
when it commences or is work in progress — is the urgent need. 

Solutions to reduce pendency ought to be considered. Unless we give up archaic laws and recruit 
competent lawyers as judges, we cannot expect the qualitative disposal of cases. Nor will pendency 
reduce. 

The subordinate judiciary should be allowed to function as judges and not be a ministerial court officer 
ordering the issue of fresh summons, receiving vakalathnama and pleadings, and calling cases and 
writing notes on the docket for nearly two hours every day. 

 

Date: 18-11-25 

India needs to ‘connect, build and revive’ with Africa 

Ten years after India hosted the last India-Africa Forum Summit, the next chapter 
needs to be written 

Syed Akbaruddin, [ is a former Indian Permanent Representative to the United Nations and, 
currently, Dean, Kautilya School of Public Policy, Hyderabad  ] 

Ten years ago, New Delhi hosted the last India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-III). The 2015 summit was a 
moment of significance. Marking a leap in India’s diplomatic imagination under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India had welcomed representatives from all 54 African states. 
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Since then India has added 17 new missions across Africa. Trade has surpassed $100 billion. Investment 
flows are gathering pace. India’s support for Africa’s global voice has grown. It was key in ensuring full 
membership for the African Union in the G-20. It is now time to take stock, not only of promises made but 
also of the foundations laid. 

The opportunities and challenges 

By 2050, one in four people on earth will be in Africa. India will be the world’s third largest economy. 
Between these two lies a potential growth corridor of commerce, demography, technology and 
aspiration. 

India is among Africa’s top five investors, with cumulative investments of $75 billion. However, the 
underlying model has shifted. From ports to power lines, vaccine production to digital tools, the message 
for engagement is clear. Build together. 

The evolution of ties is visible. In April 2025, India and nine African navies (Comoros, Djibouti, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, the Seychelles, South Africa and Tanzania) exercised together in the 
first Africa-India Key Maritime Engagement (AIKEYME), initiating a security partnership rooted in shared 
oceanic geography. 

India’s Exim Bank recently extended a $40 million commercial credit line to the ECOWAS Bank for 
Investment and Development (EBID) — modest in scale, but a signal of interest in African-led 
development. Education remains a trusted pillar. 

The new campus of IIT Madras, in Zanzibar, is the most visible example. Behind it stands decades of 
knowledge partnerships, including the Pan-African e-Network and India’s Indian Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (ITEC) programme, which continue to train thousands across the continent. 

These are not isolated efforts but part of a growing web. Beyond that, India continues to push for African 
representation in global institutions and contributes to United Nations peacekeeping missions on the 
continent. 

India’s trade with Africa is growing, but it still lags behind China. Indian firms arrive full of promise but 
are often slowed by small balance sheets and bureaucratic drag. The temptation to scale back is real, but 
erroneous. 

Instead, India must move up the value chain. That means co-investing in future-facing sectors — green 
hydrogen, electric mobility and digital infrastructure. Africa today is asserting its terms. The African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is laying the groundwork for a single continental market. India’s 
UPI and digital stack can complement this transformation. Alas, tools alone are not strategy. Delivery is. 
In cities such as Kigali (Rwanda), Nairobi (Kenya) and Lagos (Nigeria), African innovation ecosystems are 
growing. But the competition is global. 

The human link 

India’s most enduring export to Africa is not technology. It is talent. Nearly 40,000 Africans have studied 
in India in the last decade, through the ITEC, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the e-
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Network platforms. Many have returned to shape policy, run ministries or lead innovation back home. 
They are living bridges that carry trust across borders. 

The movement is not one way. African students, athletes and entrepreneurs are carving their space in 
India. Nigerian footballers such as Ranti Martins have become household names. The Indian cricket 
team’s fast bowling coach is South Africa’s Morne Morkel. African voices are present in India’s 
universities and laboratories. The partnership is not just strategic. It is lived. 

Looking to the future 

If India wants to sustain this momentum, three moves matter. 

First, connect finance to real outcomes. Every line of credit must lead to something visible and valuable. 
Public finance must de-risk, not displace, private capital. 

Second, build an India-Africa digital corridor. This should rest not only on UPI and India Stack but also on 
Africa’s digital strengths. Together, we can co-develop platforms for health, education and payments that 
serve the Global South. 

Third, revive the institutional backbone. The IAFS has not met since 2015. That Summit, at Mr. Modi’s 
insistence, brought all of Africa together. As its chief coordinator, this writer saw first-hand the 
diplomatic energy it released. It is time to bring that spirit back as a date on India’s diplomatic calendar. 

There was a time when merchants crossed the Indian Ocean in search of spice and gold. Today, India and 
Africa are not just exchanging goods. They are beginning to exchange confidence, capacity, ideas, and 
connecting futures. 

A decade after India welcomed all of Africa to Delhi, the next chapter needs to be written. India once 
extended a hand to the whole of Africa. Now it is time to join hands and build together. 

 

 

Date: 18-11-25 

शेख हसीना को सजा-ए- मौत देने के Èया मायने हɇ 

संपादकȧय 
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भारत मɅ पनाह ल े रहȣं बांÊलादेश कȧ पवू[ पीएम शखे हसीना को ढाका िèथत इंटरनेशनल Đाइम ǑĚÞयनूल न े छाğ 
आंदोलन के दौरान हुई ह×याओं का दोषी मानत ेहुए फांसी कȧ सजा सनुाई है। इसके ͪवरोध मɅ अवामी लȣग न ेमगंलवार 
को देशåयापी बदं का ऐलान ͩकया है। ͪपछले दो हÝतɉ स ेवत[मान सƣा के ͨखलाफ जनाĐोश सड़कɉ पर उतरा है। यह 
फैसला भी उसी कȧ ĤǓतͩĐया मɅ माना जा रहा है। यह सच है ͩक बाÊंलादेश मɅ हसीना-शासन के ͨखलाफ जनांदोलन के 
दौरान सरकारȣ लोगɉ ɮवारा ÏयादǓतयɉ न ेजनाĐोश को हवा दȣ थी, िजससे यवुा आंदोलन उĒतर होता गया और अतंतः 
हसीना को देश छोड़ कर भारत मɅ पनाह लेनी पड़ी। पनाह देने स े भारत स े नाखुश मोहàमद यनूसु नाराजगी मɅ 
पाͩकèतान कȧ गोद मɅ जा बठेै। चूंͩ क बाÊंलादेश के जÛम मɅ भारत न ेअहम भूͧ मका Ǔनभाई थी और हसीना के ͪपता शखे 
मजुीब को पद पर बठैान ेमɅ मदद कȧ थी, ͧलहाजा हसीना और भारत मɅ भी अÍछे सबंधं रहे। इधर पाͩकèतान मɅ भी 
27वɅ संͪ वधान सशंोधन के जǐरये जनरल मनुीर को असाधारण शिÈतयां देने पर असतंोष है और सĤुीम कोट[ के दो जजɉ 
सǑहत कुछ Ǔनचलȣ कोɪ[स के जजɉ न ेइसके ͪवरोध मɅ अपना इèतीफा Ǒदया है। अफगाǓनèतान मɅ भी मǑहलाओ ंके दमन 
को लेकर दबी जुबान स ेएक वग[ आĐोश जाǑहर कर रहा है। 

 

                                                                            Date: 18-11-25 

शेख हसीना को सजा 

संपादकȧय  

बाÊंलादेश के इंटरनेशनल Đाइम ǑĚÞयनूल कȧ ओर स े भारत मɅ 
शरण ͧलए पवू[ Ĥधानमğंी शखे हसीना को मानवता के ͨखलाफ 
अपराध का दोषी ठहराते हुए मौत कȧ सजा सनुाने स ेऐसी ĤतीǓत 
होना èवाभाͪवक है ͩक ͩकसी अतंरराçĚȣय सèंथा न े यह फैसला 
सनुाया है, लेͩ कन यह तो अतंरराçĚȣय नाम वाला बाÊंलादेश का 
अपना Ûयायाͬधकरण है, िजसके जज स ेलेकर वकȧल तक मोहàमद 
यनुसू के नेत×ृव वालȣ अतंǐरम सरकार कȧ ओर स ेतब ͩकए गए। 
इस ǑĚÞयनूल कȧ वधैाǓनकता और ͪवæवसनीयता उतनी हȣ सǑंदÊध 
हɇ, िजतनी अतंǐरम सरकार कȧ । शखे हसीना को सजा सनुाने वाल े
ǑĚÞयनूल के फैसले पर सवाल इसͧलए भी उठ रहे हɇ, Èयɉͩक उसने 

छाğ आंदोलन के दौरान हुई Ǒहसंा के समय पुͧ लस Ĥमखु रहे चौधरȣ अÞदãुला को केवल पाचं वष[ कȧ सजा सनुाई। इसस े
इÛकार नहȣं ͩक शखे हसीना सरकार के समय जो आर¢ण ͪवरोधी आंदोलन भड़का, उसमɅ अनेक लोग मारे गए थ,े 
लेͩ कन तØय यह भी है ͩक यह आंदोलन भी Ǒहसंक था और उसका उɮदेæय तÉता पलट था। इस आंदोलन के Ǔनशाने पर 
अवामी लȣग के समथ[कɉ के साथ पुͧ लस कमȸ भी थ।े इसकȧ भी अनदेखी न कȧ जाए ͩक इस आदंोलन के दौरान िजन 
पर Ǒहसंा भड़काने के आरोप लगे, उनमɅ स ेकई अतंǐरम सरकार मɅ शाͧमल हो गए। 
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Ǔनःसदेंह सƣा मɅ रहत ेसमय शखे हसीना न ेपुͧ लस को Ǒहसंक छाğ आंदोलन स ेǓनपटन ेके आदेश Ǒदए हɉग,े लेͩ कन इस 
Ǔनçकष[ पर पहंुचना ͪवͬचğ है ͩक उनके कहने पर छाğɉ कȧ ह×या कȧ गई। तथाकͬथत इंटरनेशनल ǑĚÞयनूल कȧ ओर स े
शखे हसीना के ͨखलाफ ऐस ेहȣ ͩकसी कठोर फैसले कȧ भरȣ-परूȣ आशकंा थी, Èयɉͩक वहां कȧ अतंǐरम सरकार को व ेफूटȣ 
आंख नहȣं सहुा रहȣ धीं। इसका पता इससे चलता है ͩक उनकȧ पाटȹ अवामी लȣग को ĤǓतबंͬ धत कर उस ेचुनाव मɅ भाग 
लेने स ेपहले हȣ रोका जा चुका है। इसके अलावा Ǒहसंक आंदोलन कȧ भɅट चढ़े लोगɉ कȧ मौतɉ का स£ंान नहȣं ͧलया 
गया। शखे हसीना को मौत कȧ सजा सनुाए जान ेके बाद वह और èपçट है ͩक बाÊंलादेश मɅ होने जा रहे चुनावɉ के 
समय उनके समथ[कɉ का दमन होगा। इन चुनावɉ मɅ कɪटरपथंी सगंठनɉ को िजस तरह भाग लेने कȧ अनुͧ मत दे दȣ गई 
है, उससे बाÊंलादेश का भͪवçय और अͬधक सकंट मɅ Ǒदख रहा है। चुनाव बाद कɪटरपथंी त×व वहा ंकȧ सƣा मɅ काǒबज 
हो सकते हɇ। यǑद ऐसा होता है तो भारत कȧ समèया और बढ़ जाएगी। बाÊंलादेश कȧ अतंǐरम सरकार न े िजस तरह 
भारत स ेमागं कȧ ͩक वह शखे हसीना को उÛहɅ सɋप ेउससे भी दोनɉ देशɉ के बीच तनाव बढ़ सकता है, Èयɉͩक यह तय 
है ͩक भारत ऐसा नहȣं करने वाला । इसͧलए और भी, Èयɉͩक ǑĚÞयनूल को कंगाǾ कोट[ बता रहȣं शखे हसीना उसके 
फैसले को चुनौती दे सकती हɇ। 

 

                                                                                          Date: 18-11-25 

ͫडिजटल काǒबͧलयत का लाभ उठाए भारत 

अजय कुमार  

अमेǐरकȧ Üलटेफॉम[ उदाहरण के ͧलए åहाɪसऐप, इंèटाĒाम, यɪूयबू, फेसबकु (मेटा) और एÈस का भारत के ͫडिजटल ¢ğे 
मɅ दबदबा है। करोड़ɉ लोग इनका इèतमेाल करते हɇ, इसके बावजूद इनका अͬधकांश आͬथ[क मãूय ͪवदेश चला जाता है। 
अगर ĤǓत उपयोगकता[ राजèव का अनमुान लगाया जाए तो मटेा के 90 करोड़ भारतीय उपभोÈता हȣ करȣब 45 अरब 
डॉलर सालाना का आͬथ[क मãूय तयैार करते हɇ। गगूल, एमेजॉन और माइĐोसॉÝट जैसे Üलेटफॉàस[ पर भारत कȧ 
ͫडिजटल मौजूदगी का मãूय 100 अरब डॉलर स ेअͬधक है जो ͪवदेश जा रहा है। 

इसके ͪवपरȣत चीन न ेशǽुआती दौर मɅ हȣ ͪवदेशी ऐÜस पर ĤǓतबधं लगा Ǒदया और अलȣबाबा, टेनसɅट, बायडू, वीबो और 
बाइटडांस जैसी èवदेशी कंपǓनयां ͪवकͧसत कȧं। ऐसा करके उसने 1.4 अरब उपयोगकता[ओ ंस ेजुड़ ेमãूय को अपने देश मɅ 
बनाए रखा। आज बाइटडांस (155 अरब डॉलर) और अलȣबाबा (137 अरब डॉलर) जैसी कंपǓनयां ǐरलायसं और टाटा जैस े
भारत के सबस ेबड़ ेकारोबारȣ घरानɉ को टÈकर दे रहȣ हɇ। अगर भारत न ेशासन और समावेशन के ͧलए तकनीक पर 
Úयान कɅ Ǒġत करने के बजाय उसी Ǒदशा मɅ कदम बढ़ाया होता जैसा कुछ अÛय देशɉ न े ͩकया, तो आज जो राजèव, 
नौकǐरया ंऔर नवाचार ͪवदेश मɅ कɅ Ǒġत हɇ, व ेभारत कȧ अपनी ͫडिजटल अथ[åयवèथा को मजबतू कर सकत ेथे। 

अथ[शाèğ स ेइतर उपयोगकता[ओ ंके डटेा पर Ǔनयğंण भी एक बड़ी रणनीǓतक ताकत है। आंकड़ ेउन सामािजक ǽझानɉ 
और राजनीǓतक ͧमजाज के बारे मɅ बतात े हɇ जो बाजार और लोकतğं को आकार देत े हɇ। कɇ ǒĦज एनाͧलǑटका èकɇ डल 
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बताता है ͩक कैसे फेसबकु के आंकड़ ेचुनावɉ को Ĥभाͪवत कर सकते हɇ जबͩक गगूल और एमेजॉन डटेा का इèतमेाल 
आǑट[ͩफशल इंटेͧलजɅस और वाͨणÏय पर अपनी पकड़ को मजबतू बनाने के ͧलए करते हɇ। 

यहां तक ͩक åहाɪसऐप ɮवारा अमेǐरकȧ एजɅͧसयɉ को कͬथत Ǿप स ेͪपछल ेदरवाजे स ेपहंुच महैुया कराने कȧ खबरɅ भी 
भारत कȧ सĤंभतुा को लकेर गभंीर ͬचतंाएं उ×पÛन करती हɇ। भारत, जहां लगभग एक अरब इंटरनेट उपयोगकता[ हɇ, 
उसके ͧलए अपने डटेा पर सĤंभतुा सǓुनिæचत करना केवल आͬथ[क लêय नहȣं, बिãक ͫडिजटल èवतğंता और राçĚȣय 
सरु¢ा का एक मलू èतभं है। 

चीन कȧ सरकार Ǔनयǒंğत åयवèथा के उलट भारत मɅ इंटरनेट परूȣ तरह खलुा और विैæवक सपंक[  वाला है। चीन कȧ 
राÏय-Ǔनयǒंğत फायरवॉल Ĥणालȣ के ͪवपरȣत, भारत एक खुला और विैæवक Ǿप से जुड़ा हुआ इंटरनेट सचंाͧलत करता है। 
Ēेट फायरवॉल जैसा मॉडल न तो भारत के लोकतंğ के अनकूुल है, और न हȣ उन करोड़ɉ भारतीयɉ के ͧलए जो पहल ेस े
विैæवक Üलेटफॉàस[ पर सͩĐय हɇ। भारत का माग[ ĤǓतèपधा[ का होना चाǑहए, न ͩक बदंȣकरण का। ऐसा माग[ िजसमɅ 
èथानीय Ǿप स ेͪवकͧसत Üलेटफॉम[ बनाए जाएं जो उपयोगकता[ओ ंको उनकȧ पसदं स ेआकͪष[त करɅ, और ऐसा नवाचार, 
सरु¢ा, और èथानीय Ĥासंͬ गकता के आधार पर हो। 

भारत कȧ सबसे बड़ी चनुौती उन विैæवक ͫडिजटल Üलेटफाàस[ के शिÈतशालȣ नेटवक[  Ĥभावɉ मɅ ǓनǑहत है, जहा ं
उपयोगकता[ओ ंको उसी Üलटेफॉम[ पर बने रहने से अͬधक लाभ ͧमलता है। यहȣ बात नए ĤǓतèपͬध[यɉ के ͧलए राèता बदं 
कर देती है। ͩफर भी, ͪपछले एक दशक मɅ एक महǂवपणू[ मोड़ आया है जब जोमटैो, जोहो, पेटȣएम, फोनपे और रेजरपे 
जैसी भारतीय मलू कȧ ͫडिजटल कंपǓनयɉ ने उभरकर अपनी पहचान बनाई है। इन सफलताओं से èपçट सकेंत ͧमलता है 
ͩक भारत के ͫडिजटल उɮयम अब विैæवक Ĥभ×ुव को चुनौती देने और ͫडिजटल अथ[åयवèथा कȧ शीष[ पिंÈत मɅ अपनी 
जगह बनाने के ͧलए तयैार हɇ। आज कई शिÈतयां एक साथ ͧमलकर इस पǐरवत[न को वाèतͪवकता मɅ बदलने कȧ Ǒदशा 
मɅ काम कर रहȣ हɇ। 

भारत के 90 करोड़ इटंरनेट उपयोगकता[ओ ंके Ǿप मɅ मौजूद भारȣ भरकम ͫडिजटल आधार पर काफȧ Úयान कɅ Ǒġत है 
लेͩ कन वाèतͪवक कहानी तो इसके आगे है। अगले एक दशक मɅ 50 करोड़ और भारतीय ऑनलाइन हɉग ेÈयɉͩक आय, 
ͧश¢ा और सपंक[  सभी बढ़ रहे हɇ। यह अगलȣ लहर भारतीय कंपǓनयɉ के ͧलए एक ͪवशाल और अब तक अĤयÈुत बाजार 
का ĤǓतǓनͬध×व करती है, िजसे व े èथानीयकृत, ͩकफायती और साèंकृǓतक Ǿप स े अनकूुल समाधान के माÚयम स े
हाͧसल कर सकती हɇ। 

जैसे-जैस ेèथानीय Üलेटफॉàस[ का ͪवèतार हो रहा है, वे उन उपयोगकता[ओ ंको आकͪष[त कर रहे हɇ जो पहल ेविैæवक 
Üलेटफॉàस[ पर Ǔनभ[र थे। यह बदलाव अब èपçट Ǿप से Ǒदखाई दे रहा है। उदाहरण के ͧलए, नाǓयका न ेनव-धनाɭय, नई 
पीढ़ȣ के Ħांड-Ĥेमी उपयोगकता[ओ ंको विैæवक ई-कॉमस[ ǑदÊगजɉ स ेअपनी ओर खींचा है। भारत कȧ भाषाई ͪवͪवधता जो 
एक समय ͫडिजटलȣकरण को अपनाने मɅ बाधा थी, अब वह एक रणनीǓतक बढ़त है। घरेल ू Üलेटफॉम[ विैæवक 
ĤǓतɮवɮंͪवयɉ को पीछे छोड़ सकत ेहɇ। èथानीय भाषाओं और साèंकृǓतक सामĒी को लेकर भारतीय èटाट[अÜस उन बाजारɉ 
तक पहंुच सकते हɇ जो अब तक अनछुए हɇ। 
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वषɟ स ेͫडिजटल दबदबा नटेवक[  Ĥभाव पर Ǔनभ[र रहा। Ïयादा उपयोगकता[ओ ंका मतलब था बेहतरȣन Üलेटफॉम[। वह तक[  
अब ख×म हो रहा है। एआई अब पमैाने पर सीख को तरजीह देता है। जैसा ͩक अमǐेरकȧ अथ[शाèğी हाल वǐैरयन न े
2019 मɅ कहा था, एआई बहेतर आंकड़ɉ स ेखुद मɅ सधुार करता है न ͩक ͧसफ[  सÉंयाओं से। 

बोèटन ͪवæवͪवɮयालय के Ĥोफेसर जàेस बèेसेन न ेǑदखाया है ͩक ओपन-सोस[ एआई न ेèटाट[अÜस के ͧलए अपनाने कȧ 
बाधाओं को कम कर Ǒदया है। इस यगु मɅ लाभ अब डटेा कȧ गहराई और ͪवͪवधता तथा एãगोǐरदम कȧ रचना×मकता स े
ĤाÜत होता है। भारत कȧ ͪवèततृ, यवुा और ͪवͪवध जनसÉंया के कारण उसके पास सबस ेसमɮृध उपयोगकता[ डटेा सɪेस 
मɅ स ेएक है, और वह इस बदलाव का लाभ उठाने के ͧलए सवȾƣम िèथǓत मɅ है। जहा ंपमैाने स ेबɮुͬधमƣा कȧ ओर, 
और नेटवक[  स े£ान कȧ ओर बदलाव हो रहा है। 

कुछ दशक पहले भारत के ͫडिजटल èटाट[अÜस विैæवक èतर हाͧसल करने के ͧलए जǾरȣ Ǔनवशेक जटुाने मɅ सघंष[ करत े
थे। आज देसी कंपǓनयɉ न ेसाǒबत ͩकया है ͩक व ेनवाचार कर सकती हɇ, बड़ ेपमैाने पर काम कर सकती हɇ और एक 
पǐरपÈव åयवèथा मɅ ĤǓतèपधा[ कर सकती हɇ। यǓूनफाइड पेमɅट इंटरफेस यानी यूपीआई, आधार और ओपन नेटवक[  फॉर 
ͫडिजटल कॉमस[ न ेउɮयͧमता के ͧलए एक मजबतू बǓुनयाद पदैा कȧ है। यह भारत के ͧलए उपयÈुत समय है ͩक वह नए 
विैæवक ͫडिजटल Üलेटफॉम[ तयैार करे। देश कȧ नई पीढ़ȣ साहसी है, जोͨखम लेने वालȣ है और महǂवाकां¢ी भी है। जेनजी 
का आ×मͪवæवास और रचना×मकता नवाचार को बढ़ावा दे रहȣ है और भारत दǓुनया के बेहतरȣन ͫडिजटल उपĐम तयैार 
कर रहा है। 

य ेǽझान भारत स ेउ×पÛन होने वाल ेͫडिजटल Üलटेफॉàस[ कȧ बात को मजबतूी देत ेहɇ। सरकार इसे बढ़ावा दे सकती है। 
दो करोड़ स ेअͬधक कम[चाǐरयɉ वाला भारत का सरकारȣ ¢ेğ दǓुनया के सबस ेबड़ ेसगंǑठत उपभोÈता समहूɉ मɅ स ेएक है। 
अगर य ेआंͧ शक तौर पर भी भारतीय Üलेटफॉम[ को अपनाएं तो जबरदèत Ĥभाव पदैा हो सकता है। 

भारत अपनी ͫडिजटल याğा के एक Ǔनणा[यक मोड़ पर खड़ा है जहा ंवह दǓुनया के सबस ेबड़ ेउपयोगकता[ आधार स ेआगे 
बढ़कर ͫडिजटल शिÈत का Ĥमखु उ×पादक बनने कȧ Ǒदशा मɅ अĒसर है। राçĚȣय सचूना ͪव£ान (एनआईसी) ɮवारा सभी 
‘गव डॉट इन’ ईमेल और डटेा को जोहो के भारतीय सव[रɉ पर होèट करने का Ǔनण[य, या अरटई को मेसɅजर ऐप के Ǿप 
मɅ अपनाना, ͫडिजटल सĤंभतुा कȧ Ǒदशा मɅ एक Ǔनणा[यक कदम है। एक आ×मͪवæवासी नई पीढ़ȣ के नवĤवत[कɉ के साथ, 
भारत के पास आ×मͪवæवास है, िजससे वह अपनी ͫडिजटल ǓनयǓत को रचना×मकता के साथ आकार दे सकता है। 

 

                                                                              Date: 18-11-25 

गǐरमा के ͪवǽɮध 

संपादकȧय 
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ͩकसी भी सरकार मɅ मğंी या अÛय उÍच पद पर बठेै åयिÈत कȧ यह अǓनवाय[ िजàमदेारȣ होती है ͩक वह अपनी राय 
जाǑहर करत े हुए सयंͧमत भाषा का इèतमेाल करे । यɉ यह दाǓय×व सभी ͪववेकवान आम नागǐरकɉ का भी होता है, 
लेͩ कन इससे बड़ी ͪवडबंना Èया होगी ͩक कोई नेता साव[जǓनक Ǿप से भी ऐसी बात बोलने से नहȣं Ǒहचकता, जो न 
केवल हर Ǻिçट स ेअनुͬ चत है, बिãक इसस ेखदु उसकȧ गǐरमा भी कम होती है। मÚय Ĥदेश सरकार मɅ उÍच ͧश¢ा मğंी 
न ेराजा राममोहन राय के बारे मɅ आपͪƣजनक ǑटÜपणी करत ेहुए यह सोचना तक जǾरȣ नहȣं समझा ͩक व ेन केवल 
उनके योगदान को खाǐरज कर रहे हɇ, बिãक खदु अपनी समझ कȧ सीमा भी जाǑहर कर रहे थे। राममोहन राय को देश 
िजस Ǿप मɅ जानता रहा है, उसमɅ èवाभाͪवक हȣ ऐसे बयान के ͧलए मğंी कȧ तीखी आलोचना कȧ गई। मामले के तलू 
पकड़ने के बाद भल ेहȣ मğंी ने अपने शÞदɉ के ͧलए माफȧ मांग लȣ, लेͩ कन इससे एक बार ͩफर यहȣ जाǑहर हुआ ͩक 
महज सुͨ ख[यɉ मɅ बने रहने के ͧलए कैस ेकुछ नेता ͩकसी मसल ेपर ͪववाद खड़ा करने से नहȣं Ǒहचकत े। 

सवाल है ͩक राÏय सरकार मɅ उÍच ͧश¢ा मğंी के पद पर होन ेके बावजूद Èया उÛहɅ इǓतहास के उस अÚयाय के बारे मɅ 
जानकारȣ नहȣं थी ͩक राममोहन राय अपने ͩकन योगदानɉ के ͧलए जाने जात ेहɇ। भारत मɅ समाज सधुार आंदोलन मɅ 
पनुजा[गरण से लेकर सती Ĥथा को ख×म कराने के ͧलए ͪवÉयात राममोहन राय के बारे मɅ एक मğंी ͩकसी भी िèथǓत मɅ 
अगर आपͪƣजनक राय जाǑहर करता है, तो उसे कैस ेदेखा जाना चाǑहए? Èया यह अपने हȣ नायकɉ को अपमाǓनत करन े
का Ĥयास नहȣं माना जाएगा ? अफसोस कȧ बात यह है ͩक इस तरह ǒबना सोचे-समझे बयान देने वाल ेमÚय Ĥदेश के 
उÍच ͧश¢ा मğंी अकेल ेनहȣं हɇ। इस तरह बेलगाम बोल का सहारा लेकर चचा[ बटोरने वाले नेताओं को न तो अपनी और 
न हȣ अपने पद कȧ गǐरमा का Úयान रखना जǾरȣ लगता है। जबͩक आम जनता के मकुाबले ͩकसी ऊंचे पद पर बठेै 
åयिÈत कȧ यह िजàमेदारȣ Ïयादा हो जाती है ͩक वह साव[जǓनक ͪवचारɉ स ेएक आदश[ सामने रखे, न ͩक लापरवाह 
होकर ऐसी बातɅ बोले, िजसके ͧलए उसे माफȧ मागंनी पड़ े। 

 

  

 


