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Why Terror Wears White Collar

Profile of Red Fort blast accused is no surprise. Not just al-Qaeda, IS but also some
modules busted in India earlier had educated professionals in key positions. As did
left & right wing violent outfits in the West. Terrorists want skills, professionals who
join them like the mix of ‘ideology’ & ‘power’

Aishwaria Sonavane, [ The writer is a researcher at Takshashila Institution ]

J&K Police described an inter-state and transnational terrorist module it recently cracked open as a
‘white-collar terror ecosystem’. In counterterrorism vocabulary, this is an expression both seemingly
novel and unsettling - because it is in contradiction with the imagery deeply embedded in our collective
psyche, where radicalisation is a product of the disenfranchised, the marginalised, and the misled.

While the links between the series of arrests in Haryana, Kashmir, UP, and the blast in Delhi that claimed
at least 13 lives remain under probe, their framing warrants close examination. The notion of ‘white-
collar terrorism’ - professionals and educated individuals weaponising their ‘professional legitimacy,
academic networks’, and access to financial and institutional resources for violent ends - compels a
rethinking of the radical mindset.

The descriptive profile of Ajmal Kasab, who was the only terrorist to survive the 2008 Mumbai attacks,
illustrates the usual socio-economic narratives shaping popular perceptions of terrorism. Hailing from a
poverty-stricken rural background in Pakistan, Kasab was often portrayed as a desperate, deceived youth
lured into terrorism, an image that made sense in the Indian imagination. This focus on his personal
profile came at a cost, as the operational networks driving him were very sophisticated and
transnational.

In truth, the infiltration and presence of white-collar professionals from doctors to engineers and
academics, have long existed at all hierarchical levels of extremist groups, often occupying leadership
positions.

A few names come to mind immediately. Ayman al-Zawahiri, slain leader of al-Qaeda, was trained as a
surgeon and deeply immersed in Cairo’s Islamist intellectual networks. Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, former
leader of IS, leveraged scholarly credentials to administer a so-called state. And Osama bin Laden held a
degree in engineering.

This pattern is mirrored domestically. Homegrown IS-linked modules busted in recent years reveal the
involvement of radicalised engineers, IT professionals, and doctors from states like Maharashtra,
Karnataka, and Kerala. These reinforce that the appeal of extremism is across socio-economic
backgrounds and professions.

In fact, IS and al-Qaeda deliberately sought to recruit educated professionals. Engineers were drafted to
develop explosives, and maintain the outfits’ technical backbone. Doctors were brought into service to
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run clinics and provide critical healthcare. Media specialists were recruited to produce polished
propaganda to turn ideology into spectacle.

But the phenomenon is neither exclusive to foreign extremists nor confined to Islamist terrorism. Its
historical precedents range across multiple ideological spectrums. For instance, the far-left Red Army
Faction in 1970s Germany was founded and headed by intellectuals, university students, and journalists.
Ethno-nationalist movements in the subcontinent similarly feature such figures.

Allah Nazar Baloch, a medical doctor by profession, now heads the Baloch Liberation Front, while the
Baloch Liberation Army’s first female suicide bomber, Shari Baloch, responsible for the 2022 Karachi
University blast in Pakistan, held a master’s degree in zoology and worked as a secondary school teacher.
Both exemplify the exploitation of conventional professional life and social credibility to mask extremist
agendas.

The pattern is also evident in the Khalistan movement, embodied by Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a lawyer
and the prominent public face of the ‘Sikhs for Justice’ outfit. Similarly, right-wing extremist networks in
US have relied on professionally credentialed personalities such as Robert Jay Mathews, reportedly a
trained engineer, who established the white supremacist group ‘The Order’.

This consistency across ideologies compels us to look beyond conventional, economically-deterministic
models of radicalisation. For a ‘white-collar terrorist’, the appeal is potentially an amalgamation of
‘purpose’, ‘ideology’, and ‘power’.

This can be understood through academic frameworks. First, Relative Deprivation Theory propounds
that extremism is not necessarily driven by immense poverty but a perceived sense that the group needs
to assert itself. Second, the Social Identity Theory explains how grievances can be channelled into a
search for an all-encompassing identity. In these cases, a professional designation might be subordinated
to an extremist ‘higher-purpose’ identity.

This is analytically relevant in the context of J&K Police’s ‘ecosystem’ concept. Radicalisation does not
happen in a vacuum, it thrives within an enabling environment or what sociologists term a ‘radical
milieu’.

This ecosystem provides the internal oversight allowing professionals to shift from holding radical
thoughts to plotting acts of violence. In fact, these professionals are strategic assets. They offer
irreplaceable technical skills to the table, remain a rational choice for plotting, and bring professional
legitimacy required to operate, raise funds, and procure materials.

This reality carries uneasy implications for India’s national security architecture since traditional
counterterrorism mechanisms have largely focused on conventional threats - monitoring known
hotspots, relying on intelligence networks, tracking hawala channels, and surveilling religious
institutions or madrassas.

Nevertheless, understanding the ‘white-collar terror ecosystem’ requires examining the channels through
which it is constructed and sustained. These channels increasingly exist in borderless, encrypted digital
spaces. These online environments are curated platforms with extremist actors deploying high-
production visuals, Al-assisted messaging, and scholarly-style ideological sermons, often across
multilingual and encrypted platforms, to intellectualise extremist and terrorist narratives.
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As J&K Police have recorded, these encrypted channels serve as primary vectors for indoctrination,
operational coordination, and fund/arms movement in present times. Within these digitally insulated
platforms, grievances magnified, ideological appeals are validated by likeminded individuals.

As terrorism evolves into a digitally enabled threat, counterterrorism responses must adapt beyond
traditional security frameworks. This could include recognising how extremist ideologies exploit social
media ecosystems, identifying communal fault lines that enable recruitment, and countering narratives
that legitimise violence.

ead Tyl favifa &1 ReR at 981 8t ven

o 3 avf & oy Sheadr Far 39er Aade Q0
= : I TR 82 &FT PR FI ufshar w7 sifed &
Ig frdY off TR &1 AdcT g AUl 3vcTeT
I PN TcHA Fleh SIS ST AT AT| Afehet G2
& TR ST WA g1 3dhT HRT § fF gger
& AP ToEd FHA G AT gl FW HT &
&IcA® ¥ & ¢ U & gl afehet aFar SiEdT
& gfaerd & & & off ugar v 3rdem Shvadr
I §S & 7 TsA A A I aren frEwm S
Tgel SHEIT T 2.8% §HT AT AT, HeHh 2.5% T§ AT &1 S &1 oT¢1, Pl SATCHST el T 2015-16
H ST &#T 6.5% T, 2023-24 H geax 5.5% IE T gl TEd A gl & Tl &l fahE & v o
$r FAT B WY T FET & T F¢d ddeT, U 3R Fol & AT &l gaid ToiEd T 65 F 85% deh ©iT
Il 8, g8l Yord H Tofolliceh RO & ST e ST W@ &1 AT, 9T 3R el 9= AsiEa T haA:
83, 74 3R 69% 3IWiad IN-fgvw #el H# T W W &1 IARWYS, AU 3R SATIe &§ Ig wiaed
HAA: 29, 39 3R 40 &l 57 W SR, & & H SNTHT &7 T eIV I F ToIEd W FAT 31T YS9,
g ThoTgTel oo &1 o gl S Heh, olfchel 37Tl Tl Teh a¥ & dr FRIGC 311 & 3[HT el el g
SNTwdr H GUgor Uihar HE serR B RSN ar 787 & W@ &2

3



M www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (13-Nov-25)

Date: 13-11-25

TR HT FATAT FY ASICIST Al FT Thd

e #efe, ( J@s, yaeE IR gFuEE )

FAF-ATT AT WHR & Idel H CollehlA, HIAell, HiATdeY
3R 3ETEar AEcels werdl @ @9t sfAer O Al 3Edh 11
el dle F47 geerR e dle 3mar g7 oo & e
& WMUE & g $AR & & §i Alg & 96 wgew
SIS & Y G oeh 3R Udere I FIh d ol 79N
o & 3RERE & & TR W RNead & 991 =@
fearar § & T TR W aerar fhdelr eXrs de thel
T &l

B T sl e o o Red dow 3 TaR & 9T a1 daw
HUAT A I3 300 HUS T. & STH HIG A e WUH Sdg BSUMEE SaRT Ieg fhar I m| offdhd ag dzg
for 5@ Wig & Al & oS o, aF o SR 1 g, Tsklifae wE H Sest & @icenis| gaw, ow
e ¥ 0wy e o w € 9% Rwmar § & sseR Wl @ & Sadr fie Rod 7 wen 9 géh
gl

gTerifer, Temm dlet 3R WY a7 Hr FeAurpry AST13T H gl arell 98T IS Hhr ger §, dfeeT T=ar
H TR TR W ACEAR 96 @ &1 TR et a1 el seddret # Se dr Read & @ q@
HA P HIAT AT ST gl

FaUT Yesh qHT AT gl H A are Hcg yAaT &I de &l # & o vl &1 Al S1-@ FseER
1 o HrAT GAAT AHN & TG gich, Tg SAetelar o g Hehcll &1 HFGS S HEHR & ol §Al G5 &
gl & SROT Sl B Al @ &

%s dR GIUTEdT dlgel Uleleh Woelleh 1361 3T FShl W gledl H el Iiar dod 81 HFag 3R S9refe o
AR F wEH AT F sreraR 9T {1 GUHAN GIRT g & o A 96 & qFES F Ad qEeS
Sgal arel 22 fhelllley & 3T A & Th REY I AFAT L 981 | f9gR & Avsde 9o @8 a1v|
el T Wh-gEll ofd @A arel TG ASTATT WIfteor (TATeesns) # o i grsd AT Heedr
fRIrIdt & a1g 3T IS B

BT H AdT3I, APWRMET 3R SHhERT & IEAIS & ded ShIcFa Ulaide HT ¢sX fAdhrall ATl g1 oifehet
SheR @I Ygel &1 9ol f&ar Siem & & ¢sT ot & v aell fohcfell e T@el §1 gfeiar o) & 3| dRk W

4



&
EF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (13-Nov-25)

sl & U S SEAATST BIdT §, olfehed IR & HidAc-shehlc T ¢S giam §1 Ig SR & 9id I[AT HEIM
giaT &, TS ad shefers &1 q[erser 96 el g

AT o FRET Wioide T ARIT 100 S T gl Ygd @ Tl ST YohT ShaR 70 A T el ST g1 Sahr
Ao W 98 Iefta TR & F 20 HUS Adl, HHE R FAGHRT & TR & HARE T gl

9 50 #I3 # g5 °fedT WHA SEAATT H HSh-Iel Sellcl &1 FIel 3 A 3§ W a15¢ & od ¢ 3N -
P H A AFAT & JA1F W &N [Adrasr &1 Aleer & J1ar &1 598 9 2 arelr A9 8r
SIMMCT gl

WHR A W T FeeaR & 9id [fdT glar =@mfgel 14 Fde) & 9gR gerg &1 wAdier = i gl
AfraT gl ol 1 T I@AT BT fF FSemR & Iold & Ush gAF Ugd g IR TSl H FEg fir
TR Tl 315 | 3R Tl 3R FT bRl & FR R ASeran g1 ol ar 3fdera ge o arer o
GohdT gl

3OO Higleel o e H FA & SEL Al H Ageaqol A oS | 58 AcaoR AT &l srerar
AMAT TS F SN W HI HNAS S TRV| WgR & dre danel, 316H, dffHAe=g iR e #
fatrmerasT gara gt aror £

ST AR, #AEems 3R Rera o e 3R TurelT Aqeg a2 Affer Rt shradr 3k smaey ot #
FHI & TAd ¢ IUHIT T A WHR H Fold AT &A1 &1 319 38 ARTT FAT1 g foh srserar swehr
gfare 1 FHAAR &1 g |

WHR DI TIET FedR & 9fa [faa gar gl @l gatr & «ae I@ar gem & $seaR & dold &r
Udh AP Ugd dg-Uadl # W X a8 off| 3R =3t 3R F90T Aol & TR W ISe™R [A87 ST
o sfaera ge @i aler o Feharr g

= Date: 13-11-25

Teh R STAdY IR F 3961 Hehe oNAR 96 I@T &, of g@dl 3R 508 fAdes & for IRgs TR
yardr @ afa el 93 W g1 g sx A g ) AT-AT remae 3R denfee oty dareet a9 w €

5



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (13-Nov-25)

3R THT W 30 feem & wormaY 3ury g1 fhv arv ar faee sfasy & sus aRome sramag & @od gl
o $o avl 4 STearg IRade &1 9RT FAd QU giar A yerma A6 fe@a o9 g1 sofier & dold #
IRATHT 1T 30 FFAT H FUAR Al SR ‘STefarg SHT@H FAheh-2026' I T H gl 3T § & Soaryg
3MeT3i & Fed e genfad ol A &R wld TUe W g oA e ekl & U H Sorarg 3Mueisi &
FROT AT I §oIR AFN A Sl S gl &1 TAR B 3R F 30 Tohe A fAuead 1 o e 57 @
grar & &g ¥ 3hs aedd H [deeie gl 398 Tdh §1d df T9s¢ ¢ [ TR 9IrEr & 3737 3R g
I dUT 3o AT Gl T FTWA 2

e & HASH, Sefary 3Muer3i & a¥ 1995 & 2024 T o@aT 170 3RS 3ARHT so” #1371
ThHTT 3T g1 STTl-ATl T G SAUTET hAlA §16, Tshdld, FEI ﬁ?éﬁﬁé’»wgsﬂ gl 9% WS
dodr dRash T o T a31 FRE ¢, ST STelarg IRace $T &1 Adlen g1 #Rd # Ig Fufd foRaw @av &
Tohd & & ¢, FifF TR-OR g arel &ige 3muent & sl e f afy weEeik gt &, adh sme et
&1 reifasr s gsniad giar §1 e & &gl = ¢l 6 Nod av oRa & 9y ok 3R 3m@es 318 916
q IEN T @ IHF AT FEAIAT §UI gTedieh, Sefarg IRace & fAdea & fIT sRA A Adeeiy et
P FEIaT Sod, Pl 3cdoled HH I HR ToT TARUT Told S 5 HeH 3010 g, olfhed Sog STHAT TR
W g & & 37HT H o i FI™d gl

R ARFH TR R a1 H Al WS I gt & = goR @ 3 AlGl 3M9esi o 36 @ § sIrer
Al 1 fSieel ofver off &1 I5 a1 oW 7€t & foh STofary aRadsT T a8 SA1eT 3R o1 faehraelier &=l
P AT IS T &, o 3fRas et 3o & 9RierYy a9 &7 &1 Semeiier 3 FHR g &Hdr
IR Jeiger & WAT FEAT & HROT SAET FfId & W} &1 Rd Fed F3 fashraelier & & Serarg
3Maee WA Rl g S W@ §, Sae v dedrer AR cae faw diffd seqees Ut B Sed
gl IE SOeeY § fF Fee 3cHoie & A A [AERa S @1 ARee 99 S §, Safav e
3UTET T AT SeTehl TSFAGRT ot T glelr wfgu| Sorehr sfffiepr Tt e @graem 3R aeheieht Fger
deh AT 7€ 8, dfch THHA Heal Scholad H AT IR FAAR AT & fefhelal TG HT FHIT HL o
AMA g

Date: 13-11-25

a1 At &1 Tedr g

WWWﬁWﬁ%WWW?WWWW@H@&%aqo-iﬁ@rﬁﬁrrfr
S § AT g @ E, FIR 3 AAG A 38F WA et o FA A8 €1 ST Jarstt fr aporaan, gare,
sl &l # FRIER doma, AT AR BIT ART A MY U9 AdMIR & JY-A1Y a3t § HEAA AT (T'T3)

6



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (13-Nov-25)

S ierer faehfld oeet &1 gAlfodT Jq@ g1 Sofh HY-T1Y ARG A 73 Yo Al R dism gt
M R & Aar o &1 W8 A ARF @S A W & 37 YA & T HRA 39 IS &
#Aar F P Qe 3R Boea &y & RfeTuRea & 39 aar & & gl sa= &
T3 Y TTPR T & Tehell ¢

oo fad a¥ 2024-25 & R #RA &1 a1 AT 387.5 3R 3R @M 7| 3+AG § foh T§ =ref fad ay
2025-26ésaiaaas475mwaﬁri¢r§aé5u|éq1q§u STean| ay¥ 2013-14 H #RG & Far HAg
T 3R Heol 152 IR ST UT| #AeTl FETh VAl (TAUHS) & Hcllaeh, AR o diRgeh dar fordia &
4.3 6rHe H BRI & @ 39 gfAar # Aidar T gide Y forr g1 a¥ 2001 # dar @Ed &
A # HRA 24d T W U7| I§ 3YAY LT &7 F THAIER, o1 Fedfaehr AR arforea qansit
delolcd Td &1 Urs Bl A 81T U o Fol Yar AT FT oernenn de-aiurs e @d € e any-any
HRA AiEpide IR ARG dar f@dia # o amr g

Jar ffa & Aleer wifa gor 7 @ W WaeTerns guRl, desidr e 3 78 i & 397 Flere gad
g 1 gRomE §| ARAew ¥ F dar Fea F guen g, aftsy, R fm, e o,
aﬁaw,fﬁrmﬁﬁwaﬂ?agﬁﬂﬁmﬁ@mﬁwﬁuﬁa%m%lWﬁwmﬁm
TAlgd HATSfodT HeX (SRR @resr 7 3m8 dor & 8 Jar FaTa s Wwr 1 Auee 3R S & 3Rk @
ST 78T SHE-AsEhT I & Hclfaeh, ST & T R goram T §a8 §37 &g a0 @M &1 orere
cor 7 1800 @ 3ifTrs SEhEl &, oo 21 or@ @ 31f el 1 PR fAT @1 &1 gfaar & iie garw
hrAeG ST 8% AR 7 g1 4 & Hehel ®Rel 3cU1g (SIS 7 SHEE &1 dQerere 1.5 $rig @ 31fUe g,
St a¥ 2030 d& 3.5 hrEe g S| AR wHE &9 § qEar Aedfad, susiedr dare, fad, e
e 3R 3egEYTe Ud e Woeae Hied wd B

Ig o1 8 FAgeaql & % oRd A FHA gefowar 3R ser favewor S aFt A iy vd fawry
FAG3CTH & IHelohel HIGll & AP, JUT IR TRAAS et T FE1-a37 Sl 9= e TgT @il el
¢ aFdd H R & Jar &F A FEA ERATT & AT @ 38 8T A USHIR & AV R ol 7 &
HRA SIA-SH W &9 § HTAA qG&AT & &89 H JE §¢ W1 &, 99-398 TgT 7 75 9 off sad
AR 39T AT Fel W &1 N W3E & 9qE A o< A & AdASH, FHA gefomar & fav
gl ar # $IRA qEY TS §97 SN gl a8, Tl & W G urg &7 Aen § % oRd 5§ & A
gfelar &1 aicjed X Tehcl &1 58 FAT AR A HEA qefOA TRIEATAH 7 H71 S il & FEAR &
T 81 39 a¥ $IRA &1 HTAA A FT SR 13.05 3RS SToR Hed HiT 38 W &, fSFar 3R a¥
2032ﬁ130.633ﬂ‘q’?,1m<‘-|$q§uo?| I ITIATT SEAT ST T &1 $Rd & Fedfdhr AR $REA gefasar
aRFEAfIR dF # IIAT H 6 i@ & HWF T FRRA g1 oA H T 1.8 o Ad3¢TH g IR
Uod a¥ gF U 70 Fascgd@t # @ ST 89 BEe o Y= 3cdel I Jawit & A Jef&Hdr w1 3uhT
foham gl

7



&
AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (13-Nov-25)

S NI AT foh HaT aa AR 3rieuawdr # U 3EH Ugel 94 TR gl S8 o dad faaly SR
U I U W A Ace A W B, dfcw U A Uo@R @#ATor 7 o sHenr Ageaqol dwee g1 A
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