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Courting Citizens

People are the most important part of governance & justice delivery. Official buildings
must reflect that

TOI Editorials

To CJI Gavai’s credit, he said something people in establishment top jobs rarely articulate in India - don’t
intimidate citizens, make them feel welcome. Talking about the new Bombay high court complex that will
be built in Bandra, CJI's central point was, it must be built with restraint. Why, many will ask, used as they
are to the in-your-face grandeur that defines seats of power, many of them built by British imperialists
who wanted to show natives their place in the scheme of things. CJI comes to this question from the
opposite end - a court’s architecture must speak to those who seek justice. It should make citizens feel
they belong there, not that they are crossing into forbidden territory where they don’t matter much.
Court buildings should reflect human scale, they should have open access, visible public spaces, and, most
important, convey approachability.

The idea that court buildings, as well as all buildings that house various ‘high offices of the state’ (this is,
btw, another term that’s encoded with the idea that power is too grand for mere citizens to fully
comprehend), must be imposing goes back to times when kings ruled over subjects. Most modern
democratic states, despite the rhetoric of citizenship and democracy, fully embraced the idea that official
buildings must look forbidding. Power acts as a narcotic, even for those who believe in fairness,
accountability and free elections. But if govts exist to serve people, then why should govts work out of
buildings that scare people?

The US Supreme Court building may convey permanence and order but its imposing stairs and high
porticos likely hinder the everyday litigant’s sense of belonging. Contrast with Australia’s high court. Its
modern brutalist architecture expresses inclusion rather than exclusion. New Zealand’s Supreme Court
goes further, embedding local culture in its design. This is architecture that says: our justice grows from
our soil, our culture. Across Scandinavian countries, court building architecture is simple and inviting.
Closer home, Chandigarh’s high court reflects a modern democracy through its design. India needs many
more such official buildings - functional style, comfortable waiting spaces for citizens, the architecture
clearly telling visitors that people are Very Important Persons. Yes, we are a long way from getting there.
Most members of our governing classes would find this idea risible. But no less a person than CJI has
made this point - and if Bandra’s Bombay HC building is built the way he recommended, it would mark a
good start.
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Let Not Airports Turn Into UDAN Khatolas
ET Editorial

If air connectivity is meant to drive regional development, UDAN is struggling for a lift-off. Launched in
2016 to make flying affordable and link smaller towns, Gol’s Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik programme
reportedly now has 11 airports developed under it grounded — seven in UP, and the rest in Gujarat,
Punjab, MP and Sikkim. Some never saw a single commercial flight.

While airports must come first, then airlines, and finally passengers, UDAN’s troubles stem from a
mismatch between policy ambition and poor understanding of actual demand. Big airlines have little
incentive to join a system weighed down by fare caps and low passenger volumes. Smaller operators lack
the financial resilience to survive even a week’s disruption. In many regions, expanding rail networks and
improved roads offer faster (given the time taken in airport security and clearances), cheaper and more
reliable travel, making air routes redundant before they even begin. The irony deepens in places like
Kargil, where there is genuine demand for an airport. Residents remain cut off for months in winter, but
repeated Gol assurances have been stuck in bureaucratic holding patterns. India’s private aviation
culture, long dormant, is only now taking off, but it will take time to reach smaller regional airports.

In this year’s budget, Gol announced a modified UDAN — promising 120 new destinations and 4 cr
additional passengers over the next decade. But announcements alone don’t make airports fly. Without a
fundamental rethink, UDAN 2.0 risks creating more grounded runways, turning airports into white
elephants, diverting crucial funds from other essential infrastructure.

ST O <11 ot oiTar | g’ deT Ridre®
srurgata

HRAT HT & SiIEIel HACE T S T IMRIHT § o 5T AUl - qd UHBT W AT b =gl
& & GfSar Ao S goa o a1C fF F off Far 7 31 At A §, o8 AAGEN S €1 3W IF A v
AT foel 3T T@T B, SEd S giaRat & eRi & A@H STelar d Yelle SR-ele gl e el
AR &1 g1 ool gfed & 2020 & ool &l & IRY # Ui T F JUNT & g il H da 38
@rfoe, aelie SA 3R et 30 &1 STAeTd Arfet & fade 7 gt FIE 7 arf@e gawaa 7 gl
HRY TWEHR TGofell Tgd Al Sdieh PN Teoled I 3UHA Thell 3 JolldT T AT 1 Hohd gl ST
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3639 ¥ wae 3N RuRied o 8 § aif 399 |1 gaT & Sael W RAus dard Y AR WER F
T TAAT IR | YeT-Iel, TEA-hTel, PRI GEAE, A T ST FEET gishare s
T F g8 S §1 oo gferm & 3egar o srfavard yEar o arelr 9iél a1 @ige o 3 HRT &
G H 37 T1fgUl g W 6 #RT &1 godd TsadRIS sSR! (GdgdreA® A1 gfaeadf yordaT ) &
fcuid W 3MuTRd &, FEH SedR Sadd R a & v faar @#vor gidr gl
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TSIl T Haer
UG

ARG A T T oAl & Adell § Toh TISC TS ol ST Hevell §1 Ig Ueh 3R Fariaat & el &
S g, ar gadr 3R Useufd Seres ¢u dr faaried Aifaat & [@ore d@ewr ot | =gk & AgdR &
AR HS Tl & ARl IR TUENT GaArdl & 3T GRomAT 7 T AT § & ARG FaArSr fafaerar
T HFEEAT H HERIA # § gHe e § AR 38 frel fr Aqaeh gdwe a8 3w g @ 4,
JATaET @l FHeal =1 # 3l hael W 373 @ W@ €0 & fAv I o st Toh giedh i e &1 3ot
daH afewdl AR uAfHAt & dase ~gah A SelT AT AW & YA S 0| =g H dd g6
aﬁﬁwmmgamagwagrww%|sﬂﬁqﬁam%%ﬁaﬂmwﬁaﬂz3ﬂm
eI & davle THE AT &I Tl ¥ FW 36 A ARG 3T 96 & v TR &l =gq6 & o
geitterar, TR, $edhr AR e & RAATAAE W & §U IoAia A el SAhfed et F gwesT o,
T ARSI & 3 T SteraTer W@

Gy o1 Fg § T o1 aAchioll & dlg 3RS # SAhied ardt & ek T & 3care offe 3mar g1 3R gg
fEol fFeicad o AdS & dAlhdd HT Siid Iaram gl 54T & AT Jg o Tose g I § fF Sor ada &
T TTEAT &1 EIIHHCA, AT Teh FARN & aicjed dToll AT &eT AT §| SgkeT HHACKEA o il o dTe el
i fo Ig AT yaTiadt 1 & AT | AR § o 37 HRAARN Ad1 A g A fw Useufd €9 o g drehd
giieh & Y| STasE S8 3 Sidell Ig HIfad Al § fb A & AdSrdr Hisel &1 & fha Fe
Ager 8 AR T A § 6 AR garfagt @ off 2 & | ¥E 30 38 A AR 3w v o Sft e g, S
Ig A g 1o U P q A& FoAar | FASM S Fehell & o wogufd 0 & v 3wy &1 e sy
oTEl glel ST T@T &1 ST YeATdl sAcioil i Rufeerehel Urél & fT veh @aeh HiT g o <@ o @ ¢l
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sfis yaeuer $ir edl & Jgd ged
aqng AT
e 9 & Aeplperd el & dehceay el Afex & diq A ovles & e Aeuresit #1 7cg & 715 3R

s ST BT g AT ST fR e Tk glar 3T &, @l 93 A3 3R qehfds el | geear WA
HAGAT STl §U $H Tl T ST HI T AT Hl

3R, T gfod 3R G ghed # FSFEAeRT @ Teel Ssd U @S &d W@ T J HiEY yete
CaNT eelel SHIEAT T qd Fuell o &l § FI&T cFaEUT o g1 Ul T 9T Hel| ALY & § e=Amar
ITA § 3T i Sea, HET 1 JaU-lFehrd @R Teh & glel 3R cgaedr & fav o&t eivs TR &
HIGS ATl T a1 Fel I5| dgr 9T AR A garR TR ST 7| TEETe, T§ Ugell HAE A6l ¢
o9 fodll enffier TUdl W #eTes HET 1 3R AT T ST 1S g1l U gelea3it o Relf@er sE &
ST B

gl & oSt # &S grea’ g8, fSed st seureait fr AT g ) s a¥ swuey, dffesrs, Hees
3R FEATey & Affiest el A gU STl # QAN ST U golel gUET & TR &1 IHhel JHeTERr A
8 e TUel W H9Tes AT 57 a¥ T§ AL gHEAT §1 HIR 3T gEeaIs & HIS H e for g, o
fewrs =t wsr|

T f&eT Td-cABRT W HSHTep3it Hr o5 3AsAT g1 56T & Y &3 BT WS ISl TAT A, HYUT-
oG 3R yauel wel o HE g W 8, ToleTd 57 HEIT H Sl 3ASA ¢ UTffieh RSl & S &S
AT, AiEpicer A FNd AR & Y Tsiehiides FHE-Ied o gl § S Tl sfis Sedr B
go e W s fAT=0r 3R geUe, T YA e SRl & faU a8 el gl gl

IS HBeldash HUeol & ST ol 8, =g dr foell off y&R &1 gEieca g X el el &
AT TR B g #AMAN e Seh §1 T aifedr gheat @ e sgFd X AR WA S
HAET AT T T IS Y YT HTAST BT AEH ofdl I AU Sheied T il AW ol &1 a1 &
AT & A1Y ST&HA ¥ S &1 GECe &l oamstar ol e Sirelm 8, 59 ofeh 7o @IS o5 geiea o gl S|
goT QU & HIS Heeh LT ol

U @l S § 6 aAfad gueT-egaedr F gl YAl FUEUA & HRUT $IEs FAA gl S aR ISl
¥ 3 Jaue AR GerEe f 8 gl a1 e o sEd fav fSeAer el B it a3 e
1 Tsteiifae et & aReT T8 SEel & 317ar & 6 3Rl &1 QU €= A9l Aferd, AHLY 3
ARG & Fedlel W 6T ¢ eFaedr R el FI&T AT gAY W 3Tl fear e g
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qUTAT & qUa & HIS JaY Ag FhU S| T IRl R Rl o bR 1 gEiee @ sua & fav s
IR Fef & dgd HREGHT B SEACRT T AT e wifgu| R off Imaiete v At del & e
AT, STe 3TIoTeh FIET-eTEAT I HcllWoleleh hRAASTA FET Bl SR & TateT i &1 o
3Tehele foRaT ST arfu|

O IR # Mg AIFT 3R geUT FT AFT AT AT AT FRAVNSAT T T 3HT T &l J& FRoT § &
Hee s SI9-a9 HIIGS AT e G T GHESAT T gofg FeTch §1 36fA & 3t 31 s &1 o
gUCTAT T HROT AT STl 8, el aodAT debellehl R H Fonifad s &7 (AT ofeTer @IS agd
ARl g TE 147 g1 WA Hat 3R gheT AT T F o o e & Aok @ S Fehell &

TSI T I 373 i3 Y 9 W 3TET § el FuIdT I ST Flad ared Sfher AFedd® Ft g
Y AR REN T 0@ gHeast @ Al ST Fhol g1 g S IcTIEAT AT #9Ies S gEieIs A ded
Hehdl gl T&sloﬂ%Hldmﬁmﬁﬂaﬂgmﬁmaﬁtmﬂﬁwﬁ??ﬁﬁwmﬁm
TIfeT| fFET off IS T W AT F 5 Toa1 T THEAT W 3HF Y TIRUT H 5 TATAT W T
FT IS H TF & g AT @ F AT I Thell &1 I5 FIQ AT A g

U4-cAIERT T A dR W eA-IaT & v 85 3ASAT &1 50 Ha@ W HA-HcET 3 Jauei & sie-as
IS 3 A1 B E1 3 R & HAE W At #F uge g 3R gag et A @5 3rmar e aoe
1 oA I AT FAT S g ¢l W RBAfT A ghear & Sug & AU grem-cgaedr # 9gd 4
HRATASTAT IR T ST =AMET IR IS T R G HReeh el o T Yo §T o 3ferar
ACY GateT AT AT & [ HrAehcii3il @l o FRET-eaedT & el foham S =g e

therers ol STeTg I1 Hehy AT o gEie @Y doig g §1 W T o <mr ST § R e Tl W)
fega caaear & R datcT qlis @ o g § A1 ek g 81 O H g8l HE ol AT tholel T Gl
S Sl g1 0 # setes T RRUfT o1 el @ 3R sieere] 39 St atar &d €1 oo gar a1 SR &
gAY W gHeATT 3R gl g

GRET-cAaEYT T TG Fd G THl AT Uhed T R o AW et gem =fgw| 3rcgieen 8 &r
fEufa & 3o Tuell W yae g & gar i sgaedr Afaard gl a8l Guee, fafecdr g segia
IRER T cgaedr Y e & & gl 9l 54 TUET W 0T A Fufa & Puea & v cH e
Qar3il & AT Ugeld HT cgaedr o Hgeaqul gl g

U H FIS gUCAT glel W T SeAeIS @ T S Fehell §| F$ IR DA Geae o rharel a1 Ao
I3 & el & F91 gECaAT & Feol S &1 HEN IET o AT HC holel T HBagr & HROT o a3
GUTAY §% &1 AU &fI5 Sfeot atel 3aadt AR &7 TUell W AT & fow Faow aF ar fFg=or Fa7 Hi
STGEYT 37AT glell AR, dlfeh AT @A el I Fad fRar S a1l
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3hatgl TR AT Y TS gHEHAIHT JhT ST Fehel &1 AT o FE & R fRE TUe I 3o # Slea
arell 8715 T HEAT T YA AT eholel Hed TET Arfe &1l #s HTAT & 3ifeeh o g7 Fehell &1 FR
e SR § olell 7 eI, AUl AR FAdAdr OEr g1, dl #ees WX HIhl ge deh e 9T S
TohdT g1 AR IR & & Fard § & &7 o7 geal & hd Tdh oldl?

WSS
HEIWYT

MR faster 2032 f2fSed 9garer &1 741 3regr

Date: 07-11-25

g HEITIHS @R glel & # ¥ 3R sl 2032 W &
Tsh 3 FAgcareial 3 grexll ggel &1 Ig Hhl & T #RA 319
IR f3fSce UgdareT Yumell &l e dred &k & v i
A, GRfE A ARl soe H fGer # 3T g1 FE Ao
JFhalhT 3eddeT I STATAST oAgl, Sfedh U 0TI Tive-97 g,

@R St HTAA Fefie, sdiedsd R FaicH vlepeee S 3myfas
ceheilenl & JTUR I TG I ATl GoAlfal & 3TET STelel &l

ﬂ :iiiasa”m FRGT TEJT T ¢l ST 36820 @ g AR o Teh ITIERIT
_ MALE v afafa afsa &< sa T &1 9T IR &= F1 Ao
forar 81 I8 IcF § T AR o ST ARG & foIw Faraansit

AADHAAR T ggT T S8, offthel SH WY § Se PN, SRS

= 1 dAe, AR amor &Et A Bioed wwEdsta S
Al o TEa S| 5 FAEAB o Jomell T Feawigar
e 310 gfafes st yafog da-ga 3R sod IR @RI
WHR H H GOl A FUR AR Gofefoed & aegendr &
TEETH HUAT| 3Hd: AT 2032 & 36T dhddl debeilhl dgolld g1, dfes fB3foicer @amsit a1 AEg
graumsit & Hfed gl o § Sl &, Teldl IR FAEAA el H TAT Hged A 3R Sl 3MTRiETT |

IEET & G & G| A5 Jeheliehl o FaicH Tesheere 3T slhded @ e & adeliaar # Fur HI ga
h THT §, W Soo 9] A DT A haol dehellehl oIgl, Sioeh Hiefall, HEINTT 3N facdir 3maRy ov o
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geo Blell WIEU AT, ceholich o MEfehlenol & STacle AHIOT &t AR afrd aelt deh SHepr omst =Igr
@WI%@W,WWWW%%WWWWW%@W
AheT ST cIaEAT3t Fr gdeTor 3R AR Y 3raTe & WMER A AT fF 98 5T 3uARh cugwer &
AR O gordr S & for e et o & &3, Useigaert o o afg ag FAgcarealt st
Hheldqaeh oF] glcl §, ol Sl AT T 2T T AqE Yool R HeH 3k gram| MR shaol
Ul & ATETH o {a AP Ateli3i & fasargsr, dfdher @Amder, Fareed dansi AR fem & amy-
AT TIHRT TSI ST FAETIROT H [TAOT 7 TAFT ATETH §o7 Thdl &l ST T hdodl ANSTAN T
aRefar 3R aifa 9eah, afew e faeRor yomelr #r @nfaar o gy gl Reer 2032 v dwear &
31 dael dhelich 1 fAEAR g, Sfeeh @rAToIR Afadl AR GEA F GATed § ANTRS! dh e Tg el
I THN HT JiATEHT &1 olehdiTaeh STarace! 3N HAAAT & HAGST Sl IV Wl BRI FalaR
fSFaerdr gidr 81 afe fasier 2032 & fAquial W ofa- AT, deheliehl HEUT 3R ARTRS FHATST Thole
Bl P R, A IRT d Had Bfoecd ggae F a7 # cARR T, sfer INgds T w®
faeaaeiaar, IRefRIar 3R Afdw aeT &1 3eeeor off Tafia &em| I TWeER HT Tg Agcarhiall At
her g &, @ 9IRE B Rfee sifasy & eitiE deat B o @ gy

Live
fEecadic
S — .cO0m

O
3¢ &l 91 & gH ST a8 ATERA

Al anfecaay, ( HEIHAN, I YU )

Date: 07-11-25

d¢ AIRHA.. I§ Had 3IwaRd Uqsq A8 §, Tg
AR HTcAT T I ARAd AT §, S 3¢ rdrsar
¥ AR ST & @ g1 Tg AT M e, T8

SIRUT &7 g8 f&ed #gHT ¢, fordel wrefisfar &r

mvmme_ f2at #F S HRT & AT H1 T fe=m,
MATARAM BRIT % O] a79 # AT i sy gsatad

$, FEY H FHad IR TahAdr F TEET ST

T |

sg Ma & o ar §ar &1 A g a fear anfq,
WIS AT Uid &1 3MIE Ig Md FYUT HRA 1 WHARRF Acell & Uclieh &1 T8 Udell, St gkl asi &r
YT, FEFIA 3R 3eAcH & AT g1 8 | 50 M o g g7 @ & asg Fael v sfanfas @
Igl, dfedh U Sldad, Hdeerelid, AGEa®Tr &1 &, orgs 9fd gAlr f&ser, sqer 3R @ador € gandr
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3G g &1 I8 MI AR Shad-cdal &1 Yo &, S8 UseHfFd dhael Aolefasd fAaR =g, dfew
sifaa, areer 3R @ar F T o o gl

4 AIRH & T 3T 39 H U MeATicnsh AR Aiepids YesioRor a1l e fofeer ameer sk
eTTHR-HIEph i AT I Feeld I TIH AT QT AT, a9 Sfhads o IS 39 3leie, HSH 58 el H
A fGAT| 3Teig AS & Heardl Ig Md mad I Ig 'Heardr fagig’ & Rom oo, o Sfeer aar &
AHA HRAT ATcAGH HT Tgell Ffaiy @er fohar| fchadg accareary o a1 1875 # i@ g9 M &r
Tl I, d9 3eglel dhdd Hled gl ToldT, WW@T@ég‘éalcm I ST T Fehod TohaT| FoTolle]
GhollH, AATSNAAH IREIRITHAH, ARA HT dfdd o WRAT ATH H Ada w1 TOR fHhar sq v
UFd R T Ty, ded IR AFT v @ry FfdAE 8 35|

Tl 1905 & SI-$3T JMalelel & THI dc HIRH Teh N g1 QT T ol fdearerat, qemsit, SJo@t 3N
B 38 AN 9T GATS &t o, ST FacAAT A TG SNAA AT BT & T&d W A6 il & giol T
3ifde STuroT off ‘G A € U1l TRed Wiy TR A e FH YA TR H AN, A I hadl A
oTEl TG, JE Teh IMEATicHh [T o1 1T dc ARHA o &d AR WA 1 veh g A e, @@ aifea
3R GREARFT TH & URT TAR Teo1 9| G HTURT & @l ARCAAT P 3H FAEfA I7 H Il §oT
SIeT T 0RO &), fSEdr ot & ARA o TaAIAT ST AR @

T ARd & AT o Y 37 MT P TS HT AT FT Uil AT TgT PRUT § o d¢ AR 3T
A T % ARAT & T HeEr R a1 @1 fawg g1 I§ i e &, Fhifh g8 & ar fhdr gar @
YT g, o fohdT goer &r I

SHA 30 HARAATTT $HT Geac srefepcl §, ST hdel HHET g1, Sfcsh FIAAT, FERIA T Felldod el T
Shad &9 g1 3o S« §H d¢ ATGRHA T el & 150 a¥ quT gt &l UTael T Hell 1 §, Ig el
THIUT &7 g1, dfedh McHTddR I &0 Y §1 &1 §7 39 A9 & S o1 | &, oue fov 3mey
qUHEAl o 3o GION K IEFT & 7 FAT §A IO Siige A I FAUUI, G HeFAS AR TE ACpA
HfFa Taia & 91w §?

g¥egqeT ¢ & 31T $o dURRAT JefUeidr 98 ATRA W TREAed o9l #T A@ed Awd ¢ H 5d
AYcIffe wge] AT & & 9IF Rar Sar g, oaf & 38 Ry Uy Ay & gt 396
AIEAAASHAT HT FHAd fhar ST 81 T8 Igid o dhaa 3= 3R Uderids faegia &1 3 &, dfch
USEHTEAT T HiEDTdeh Tehell o Ul ET 3HeAle & Yeireh &Y B

qEdd: d¢ ATRHA fhdl #d, 9 o1 G H1 AT AL, T§ HYOT HRA HT AT H TR gl FHA 3H
AR HT deaTr &, [STFh Far @ g7 a9 31fcfea a1d &1 g FROT & o 24 Seaadl, 1950 1 R Hr
TfaeTeT AT of AEFATT § d¢ AR I TSCINd & § H AT &I dg @ Hhdd T oo
YO A€ AT, 37 T H GiauiesT off a7 fF d¢ ATRA ARAT IS¢ I THIcH A=A, HEUT I TATTRATA
FI 3R Tdieh gl TUTHAHAT oig AT & Uqsal H, 'd¢ ATKH & IMT H FUST SAATHAT o gHAT ISCHHA o
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AR 3WT Y AW fhar g1 gA difedt & 9 ARA A 9 & U Siidd AR #1eg Ta89 & e fhu
el

TS AR AR AR faehra 1 7S IME1 W 3R g1 36 AMET 1 Hel WO Jgr §, S 3¢ Admear qa
dfheee o &1 o, AQPA W 9T A HT AGA IR HA T FaT H dcold B AGAT| FUHHAS HET H
Adcd H SIF 2 'Teh HRCA, AT HRA & HT & Y I 96 @I §, o9 d¢ HARH, IH Tehcl &l Gl &l
IR TS a1 &1 T T gH TROT WIaT § F 9Ra fr afFa 3udhr _fauar & &, 395 dAw-siae,
A3t 3R FEpfaat & Heaw A ¢ |

d¢ ATCRA HT Y dhael ATGIA FI JOTH HAT oA¢l, dfch Ig aeel &1 & fh g7 3R @M S, 30
THCY 3N aiNalead STt Sie His fhae e A H 3US Soren g, dfdie A W ser W g,
freTeh 39el faeaal & TEhR ST @ 3R Far AdAR q & HT A QAT AT &, a9 ‘9 ARH' 39
e &9 # SNfaT @ar 81 31T T a1 NEr 1 58 A & FT AT AT 3 Siael Sl FEAT FAT G |
eheiiehl JaT T AT AR # o I 38 geg & AR & 9fd 97 AR Fcled o1 Hhod & @, aolr
Ig M 3 I

3T 319 &7 39 IMa T 150 aut Fr AT FT 7T I g, dl Ig Hhdd U TlMgicdd 3UAsd Hl JFATT
g1, dfesd 3T TS A & AT T ’AAcT g, oy HRT F AR Farar| Ig MNd g [@ar § &
TSCUH FIS 3c0d Ael, Tg Tolcd R gl
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